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Reflection for the beginning of Lent
“It will be to you as a lamp shining in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts”.

Those words from the Second Letter of Peter
would be my favourite verse of scripture – if
having a favourite was allowed, which it
isn’t.
Here’s Peter in prison in Rome, awaiting
execution. He writes to young churches
everywhere to encourage them in their own
dark times of persecution and strife; and
what does he choose as a symbol of the
hope that dwells in his heart, to share with
struggling Christians everywhere? What is it
that will be this lamp in a dark place – this
distillation of the beauty of the morning star?

Strangely, it’s the Transfiguration. You would
think that Peter had plenty of extraordinary
experiences to look back upon – from
walking on water and feeding the multitude,
to the wounding struggles of holy week and
Good Friday – to say nothing of the
resurrection and “Peter, do you love me?” If
he was looking for that defining experience
to hold on to in his prison cell and shine
light in his darkness, surely one of these
would take pride of place?

mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com
mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com
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But no. The light comes from the simple statement, “We were
there on the holy mountain, and we ourselves heard the voice
from heaven.” That is the experience he recalls to give the
church (and himself) encouragement in dark times.

That experience of Jesus transfigured (and for the word
“transfigured”, we might substitute the phrase, “shown as he
truly is”) gave Peter the clarity of vision that made sense of
everything else. Well … that eventually made sense of
everything else. At the time he was still totally lacking in
understanding, he “spoke without knowing what he was saying”
– not an uncommon experience for me either! But in prison,
with time on his hands, he looks back and realises that the holy
mountain was his “God moment” – such an intimate, powerful
and challenging vision of Jesus’ divinity and purpose, that it
transfigures all the rest of those experiences – even the
resurrection itself – and gives them their true meaning.

That is Peter’s God moment. But he doesn’t want us to receive it
second-hand.

“I was there,” he says.

“Lucky you!” we might reply, “We weren’t.”

“Of course you weren’t! Neither were any other disciples –
except James and John, and I think they were still asleep. That
was my “God moment,” you will have had your own. You will
have had an encounter that changed the way you see
everything – that’s what being a disciple means. And you just
need time to recognise that you’ve had one. I had prison to do
that, you’ve got Lent. Don’t waste it!” -Rod

And I imagine Peter would get very excited and 
come back with:
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2022 Revision of the Church Electoral Roll.

The Electoral Roll is a church’s register of electors, it is a list of
those qualified to vote at the Annual Parish Church Meeting
where elections for the PCC and the Deanery Synod take
place. Those entitled to have their names on this roll have to
be 16 years of age or more and they must reside in the
relevant parish or be regular worshippers in church whose roll
they wish to join. You can check if your name is already on
the Electoral Roll. Copy of the New Roll was created in 2019
and will be in place UNTIL 2024 and is revised on an annual
basis. (Copy will be available at the back of church together
with enrolment forms). If your name was entered on the
Electoral Roll in 2019, then you DO NOT need to fill out
another application form,

Concerning the Revision of the Church Electoral Roll 2022,
notices will be on the Notice Boards of St Andrew’s & St
Nicholas for 14 days from 13th March 2022. Revision of the
Roll commences on 3rd April and application forms (available
at the back of church) to be on the Electoral Roll must be
returned to me by Sunday 17th April. Please note that this
return date is final and non-negotiable because the Roll has to
be completed not less than 15 days before the Annual Parish
Meeting which is on Tues 3rd May. I cannot accept any forms
after the return date until the end of the Annual Parish Meeting
so, if you wish to vote in any of the elections or to stand for
church office or election to the Parochial Church Council, I
need to receive your form by 17th April.

Ros Harford
Electoral Roll Officer
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The Queen's Accession

Between 1966-73 Wendy and I lived in the area in Kenya in
which Her Majesty became Queen in 1952. To give the
connection and tell of the event I need to let know the facts.

In 1962 the first East African bishops were consecrated to serve in
Kenya, Bishop Festo Olang and Bishop Obadiah Kariuki. In 1963
Kenya was granted independence after the Mau Mau War when
the Kikuyu took a dreadful vow the get rid of the settlers. The
Duke of Edinburgh was there and the Union Jack came down and
the Kenya flag went up. President Jomo Kenyatta most wisely told
the settlers who were still there in large numbers that they were
welcome if they were prepared to live under African rule. This
most sensible offer made sure food was produced for the country
beyond local farmers.

Between 1962-65 I was Curate over in Widcombe Bath and
Wendy and I married in 1964. We offered to the Church
Missionary Society and after a year's training were sent out by
passenger ship to Mombasa, Kenya, August 1966, I was 30 years
old. Our 9 month old son loved the stormy Indian Ocean whilst
we felt sea-sick! By train up 5,000' to Nairobi for 3 months
Kikuyu language study before being inducted to St.Peter's parish,
Nyeri, by Bishop Obadiah. This beautiful parish looked over to
Mount Kenya and we lived in a new bungalow built by the Settler
Christians, and St.Peter's church. It had a huge variety of pastoral
work; the Outspan hotel, two village churches, one on a new
Kikuyu given area, a hospital, two schools, a prison, the Kenya
Police training college and coffee farms. It was also importantly
the Provincial capital of Central Province. Part of the commitment
was to bring English and African Christians together. I worked
with a lovely Evangelist, Jessee Waraki. English, Kikuyu and
Swahili was necessary. Continued over…
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In 1970 we came on leave and went back to the other parish in
that part, St. George's Nanyuki, Mount Kenya parish. This vast
parish covered the western and northern slopes of the mountain,
the famous international hotel, the Mt, Kenya Safari Hotel,
schools, high altitude wheat growing farms, ranches going out
west for miles where African zebu (hump backed) cattle Boran
and Sahiwal, were reared for beef for the country. Then also the
new churches and congregations on the re-settled area of Naro
Moru. Also a new Village Polytechnic the inspiration of the
National Christian Council of Kenya for teenagers not able to get
into secondary schools. Here they learned masonry, carpentry
and household skills. I taught basic Christianity, and Wendy
Health Science. This vital subject included why toilets were
necessary, or long-drops (Chooos= choze), and washing
hands! I was assistant then vicar, and now included the new
work with a local evangelist with the Maasai. We were both a
Team and Group ministry parish, with many churches or
fellowships long before this came in here. So English, Kikuyu
and Maasai languages were used.

In1952 Her Majesty and the
Duke were on holiday in
Kenya. They were staying in
Tree-tops a high wooden
building two miles west of
Nyeri in the Aberdare
forest. From the lodge you
could look down on the
animals coming there in groups
to lick the flat salt rock. That
night her father George VI
died. (Kenya is 3 hours
ahead.) Princess Elizabeth with the Duke of 

Edinburgh at Treetops, Kenya 
February 1952
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In the morning Colonel Richardson escorted them out with his
shotgun on his shoulder. They went the 20 miles to Sagana
Lodge by the Naro Moru River. The Lodge is a small wooden
bungalow. The small but freezing cold river from the
mountain goes by. The High Commissioner drove up the 100
miles from Nairobi to give the Duke the sad news on the grass
outside. He went in and gave the news to her Majesty.

Bravely they went at 2 o'clock to St.Philip's Church, Naro
Moru, for Evensong being Sunday. The Bible she used was
there. This beautiful church is built of stone and was the
initiative of Mr. Ron Nelson a local farmer of Hereford
cattle. From there they were driven the 20 miles to Nanyuki
air-strip on to Entebbe Uganda and on to Northolt where she
was greeted by Winston Churchill.

I am grateful to four lovely ladies in Nanyuki who told me the
details; Lady Mary Boyd, Mrs.Barkas, Mrs. Llewelyn and Mrs.
Browne.

Rev. Laurie Hubbard
(ex-CMS missionary)
Retired and living Corsham

St.Philip's Church, Naro Moru in Kenya
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The Coventry Cross of Nails
As the UK awoke to the scenes of Russia’s disgraceful invasion
of Ukraine on 24th February, the Archbishop of Canterbury
delivered a moving Thought for the Day on BBC Radio 4,
praying for peace and for God to be with those suffering. As
he spoke, he wore around his neck a small replica of the
Coventry Cross of Nails.

This symbol of peace and reconciliation played a powerful
role in my personal faith journey which begun as a student at
Warwick University within the Diocese of Coventry. I can
think of few more powerful a symbols of Christian love,
forgiveness, mercy and faith in God than this cross.

The original was made of
Medieval nails salvaged
from the rubble of
Coventry Cathedral
following its destruction
during the Coventry Blitz
on 14th November 1940. It
was displayed on the wall
of the destroyed Cathedral
along with the words
‘Father Forgive’ which
were engraved alongside
it. So simple and yet so
powerful.
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The original Cross is still on display at the new Coventry
Cathedral and I highly recommend a visit to see it alongside
both the modern architecture of the new Cathedral and the
bombed out ruins of the old which still stand next door.
Replicas of the cross can be found in churches across the
world including the Frauenkirche in Dresden which was
twinned with Coventry after WW2, both standing as cities
of Peace and Reconciliation. And there is an alter cloth in
our own church which also displays this powerful symbol –
see below!

As the awful events in Ukraine play out I am sure that we
are all praying for peace. As the Cross of Nails reminds us,
we must also pray for reconciliation and, as hard as it might
feel given the circumstances - forgiveness.

Remy Osman
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Fair Trade Update

I have in front of me a jar of the new-look (now palm oil-
free) peanut butter from Liberation Foods – a Fairtrade nut
company owned by smallholder farmers around the world.
Spread the love it says on the label: no need for turmoil,
good from the ground up. Such positives are reassuring
indeed in a week where we have been bewildered, horrified
and devastated by scenes from Ukraine unfurling on our TV
and computer screens.

As a teacher of Russian, I have inevitably been asked how it
feels to be teaching the language in the current climate,
whether my position feels tenable even. A question I have,
without hesitation, answered in the affirmative: Russian
itself is of course not only the language of Putin, of
oligarchs, of military generals obeying their terrifying orders;
it’s also the language in which millions of ordinary and
extraordinary Russians live their daily peaceful lives, the
language in which Russian mothers spread the love to their
children. And in learning one another’s languages we are
constantly building bridges, forging friendships, seeking to
make, and keep, the peace.

So it is, I would argue, in healthy trading relationships too,
those which are just and show integrity. None of the
countries Traidcraft is trading with is a stranger to conflict -
be it clashes between rival ethnic groups within their own
borders, a war waged across the border with a neighbouring
country, or the ongoing, daily battle with climate change.
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And this is where we, the consumers, come in: where we
are called to play our peaceful part in nurturing and
maintaining conflict-free trading patterns, in harmony with
people and planet.

Working across four regions of the world, Liberation Foods
take pride in establishing value chains which are equal
from start to finish. Let us too then espouse these values.
Let us, where we can, join hands in solidarity and
partnership; let’s take pains to learn and speak each other’s
language: let’s be sure to spread the love.

Debbie Warren
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“NOSTALGIC POEM FOR THE OLDIES!”

Back in the days of tanners & bobs
When Mothers had patience and Fathers had jobs.

When Football team families wore hand me down shoes,
And TV gave only 2 channels to choose.

Back in the days of three-penny bits,
When schools employed nurses to search for your nits.

When Snowballs were harmless; ice slides were permitted
And all of your jumpers were warm and hand knitted.

Back in the days of hot ginger beers,
When children remained so for more than six years.

When children respected what older folks said
And pot was a thing you kept under your bed.

Back in the days of Listen with Mother,
When neighbours were friendly and talked to each other.

When cars were so rare you could play in the street.
When Doctors made house calls: Police walked the beat.

Back in the days of Milligan’s Goons,
When butter was butter and songs all had tunes.

It was dumplings for dinner and trifle for tea
And your annual break was a day by the sea.

Back in the days of Dixon’s Dock Green,
Crackerjack pens and Lyons ice cream.

When children could freely wear National Health glasses,
And teachers all stood at the FRONT of their classes.

Back in the days of rocking and reeling,
When mobiles were things that you hung from the ceiling.

When woodwork and pottery got taught in schools,
And everyone dreamed of a win on the pools.

Back in the days when I was a lad,
I can’t help but smile for the fun that I had.

Hopscotch and roller skates; snowballs to lob.
Back in the days of tanners and bobs.

Shared by Ros Harford
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Letter from Uncle Eustace: On how to sabotage a music 
festival

My dear Nephew Darren,

It seemed such an innocent suggestion. A local farmer announced he
wanted to arrange a Spring music festival. I could already hear Mozart string
quartets being played in our Lady Chapel, and arias from Donizetti operas
being sung al frescoin the Glebe field, while we sipped champagne in the
warm Spring sunshine and admired the flowers.

Unfortunately, our farmer was thinking of a heavy metal weekend in one
of his fields. The teacups began to rattle when village talk turned to portable
lavatories, mobile catering vans and using the churchyard for overflow camping
space. Then the police arrived to discuss crowd control and drug policy. At
James the Least of All we tend more towards congenial dinner parties, with
drugs labelled Bollinger or Glenfiddich.

That was the point when Colonel Trubshaw began to search out his old
shotgun. His wife even stopped serving coffee after Mattins, in order to patrol
the perimeter of their estate with their arthritic spaniel. On the other hand, Miss
Little went a little mad. She exchanged her usual tweeds and brogues and
pearls for a red bandana, long patchwork dress and peace beads. She must
have enjoyed the 1960s.

It was time to take action, so I told our farmer that St James the Least of
All would support him to the hilt. Our ladies would of course do flower
arrangements for the stage, and our sidesmen would greet the campers as they
arrived. We would provide a full choral Evensong on Friday night, to help set
the tone for the weekend. When the farmer gasped something about heavy
metal, I was able to reassure him. “Heavy metal? We’re doing that Saturday
morning from about 6am, when our bellringers will give a three-hour exhibition
of change ringing.” The farmer pleaded something about singing, and I was
able to reassure him on that point as well: “On Sunday we’ll do a Songs of
Praise, and not to worry, your campers can choose their favourite hymns from
‘Ancient and Modern’.”

I was thanked profusely, but the following week, our dear farmer wrote to
tell me he had decided to graze sheep on his field after all. Shame about that.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)



Down
1  Appalled (Job 26:11) (6)
2  ‘In an — to escape from the ship, 
the sailors let the lifeboat down into 
the sea’ (Acts 27:30) (7)
3  Expel (Acts 18:16) (5)
5  ‘But I have a baptism to — , and 
how distressed I am until it is 
completed!’ (Luke 12:50) (7)
6  ‘Of the increase of his 
government and peace there will be 
— — ’ (Isaiah 9:7) (2,3)
7  Hurry (Psalm 119:60) (6)
9  ‘For I desire mercy, not — , and 
acknowledgement of God rather 
than burnt offerings’ (Hosea 6:6) (9)
13 One of its towns was Sychar, 
where Jesus met a woman at Jacob’s 
well (John 4:5) (7)
14 Shouting (Acts 7:57) (7)
15 Arachnid (Isaiah 59:5) (6)
16 One of Paul’s first converts in 
Philippi was Lydia, a — in purple 
cloth (Acts 16:14) (6)
18 Donkeys (5)
20 Raked (anag.) (5)

715Crossword
Answers on page 16

Across
1 Arouse (Song of Songs 2:7) (6)
4 Extinguish (Isaiah 1:31) (6)
8 ‘“They — — ,” you will say, “but I’m not
hurt!”’ (Proverbs 23:35) (3,2)
9 Unhappiness (Nehemiah 2:2) (7)
10 Jewish (7)
11 Dirge (anag.) (5)
12 ‘A truthful witness gives honest — , but a
false witness tells lies’ (Proverbs 12:17) (9)
17 Paul quoted from the second one in his
address in the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch
(Acts 13:33) (5)
19 ‘Do not use your freedom to — the sinful
nature’ (Galatians 5:13) (7)
21 ‘As you can see, he has done nothing to
— death’ (Luke 23:15) (7)
22 Name applied by Isaiah to Jerusalem
(Isaiah 29:1) (5)
23 ‘All the people — — one man, saying,
“None of us will go home”’ (Judges 20:8)
(4,2)
24 Lazarus, who was carried by angels to
Abraham’s side when he died, was one (Luke
16:20) (6)



Parish Noticeboard

16 Parish Noticeboard

Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas

March 6th Holy Communion 3.30pm

March 20th      Evensong with Communion  3.30pm

April 3rd          Holy Communion   6.30pm

Sheila Laurence 01249 740687

100 Club Draw

September: £100: 2 £40: 40     £25: 54

Margaret Harrison

From the Registers

Funerals
20th January 2022 - Alan Deighton
9th February 2022 - Diana Baker

ACROSS:1,Credit.4,Tackle.7,Cain.8,Kenaniah.9,Strength.13,Beg.16,
SalvationArmy.17,ARC.19,Everyday.24,Admonish.25,Dire.26,
Sneeze.27,Bronze.
DOWN:1,Cock.2,Epistolic.3,Taken.4,Tenet.5,Cane.6,Leave.10,
Erase.11,Guide.12,Honey.13,Barbarian.14,Guys.15,Asia.18,Rodin.
20,Voice.21,Rahab.22,Hope.23,Mene.
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Parish Directory

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key (01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham@gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spencer 651565

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris 812945
Gavin Macrae 659922

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick 657233
Mauricechadwick25@gmail.com

Church Administrator
Jen Corton 655947

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25@gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace@hotmail.com

Head Server
Michael Sammes 654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot 463230

Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton 660235

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Pip Higman 247269
Pip@higman.eu

PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas)
Sheila Laurence 740687

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris 812945
chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot 463230
Sue Wood 650478

Treasurer (St. Nicolas’)
Wendy Reeves 650622

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford 812190

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer 651565

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer 651565

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves 650622

Giving Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

Groups and 
Organisations at 

St. Andrew’s

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25@gmail.com

Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson 658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer 651565

100 Club
Margaret Harrison 652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis 443779

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie@cdjm.co.uk

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666 

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer 651565

Organ Rebuild Committee
Chris Higman
Chris@higman.eu
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To make arrangements for 
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of 
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or 
Church or concerts and events, 

please email us at 
st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk

mailto:standrews.ssafeguarding@outlook.com


When You Pray . . . .

The beginning of prayer is silence. If we
really want to pray we must first learn to
listen, for in the silence of the heart God
speaks. And to be able to see that
silence, to be able to hear God we need
a clean heart; for a clean heart can see
God, can hear God, can listen to God;
and then only from the fullness of our
heart can we speak to God. But we
cannot speak unless we have listened,
unless we have made that connection
with God in the silence of our heart.

19Final Thoughts

Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta 

(1919-1997)

A Final Word
You might have noticed that last month’s issue was sorter than usual.
Unfortunately, this ‘shrinkflation’ was necessary as our printers (who
had been excellent the past 3 years) more than doubled our printing
costs unexpectedly; a shorter issue was a way to save costs somewhat
last minute. I have managed, with the help of Ros Harford, to find
some local printers who are able to help print this magazine in its full,
20 page glory, at a more reasonable price that the old printers
(although still more than a 30% increase versus previously).

As inflation and the cost of living seems to be going up these days we
will do our best to keep the costs of this magazine under control while
still providing a hopefully enjoyable read each month.

If anybody can help find more advertisers, make a donation to help
with the costs, or simply wish to put an extra pound in the collection
box when picking up your magazine, this will be hugely appreciated.
Please do get in touch with myself if you’re be able to support at all.

Thank you!
Remy Osman - editor
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Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow the latest 
Covid guidelines and rules. 

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham

9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who had
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.

10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will occur in a safe
way according to the latest guidelines and rules.

Evening Service – 6:30pm Second Sunday of Month

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas

Evening Service at 3.30pm on 1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month during the winter months October to
March, otherwise at 6.30pm April to September.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531


