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Don’t Spoil the Ending 
(don’t worry – you can’t!)

Normally, if you want to enjoy a good thriller
or crime novel, you definitely don’t want to
know the ending. So it’s a good idea to resist
the temptation to read the last page before
you begin. There’d hardly be much point in
reading an Agatha Christie if you said “I’ll
just check how it ends, to save unnecessary
anxiety.”

So you’d think that, after all this time, the
drama of Good Friday and Easter might lose
some of its impact. After all, the ending has
been known for 2,000 years now.

But, to my amazement, I find that knowing
the ending doesn’t weaken the power of
Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter for me
one bit – and I’m professionally required to
immerse myself in it every year!

In fact, the drama of the events we recall in
Holy Week catches me afresh every time.
Good Friday fills me with wonder as Jesus,
hardly saying a word, allows us humans to
do our worst and takes it all on his own
shoulders. I never find myself saying, “Ah,
but it all turns out alright in the end.”…
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…The whole day seems to me to resonate with all the suffering
that the world has endured since we last kept Good Friday –
and this year, that feels a heavy weight.

Then Easter dawns with a great “Alleluia!” Hope is reborn and
light breaks into the darkness of our world.

The contrast couldn’t be greater. Even the disciples – who’ve
followed Jesus for years – haven’t the slightest clue what they’re
about to discover on Easter Day. They’re convinced that, when
Jesus is arrested and put to death, their whole world has fallen
apart; hopes are dashed and darkness has triumphed. In the
depths of despair, it’s hardly surprising that they’re slow to
recognise what has happened. Seeing Jesus in the garden, on
the lake shore – even walking beside him – they don’t at first
realise who he is. But eventually the penny drops and they truly
encounter the risen Christ. That’s when Bad Friday becomes
Good Friday. The rest, as they say, is history.

Well… not quite. Actually, we can’t read the
last page of this story, because it hasn’t
happened yet. Experiencing the risen Jesus, and
the power of God’s love stronger than death, is
happening today just as it did on the first Easter
morning. And it will continue to happen till
kingdom come. So it’s just as much Easter now
as it was two millennia ago. The story is far
from over, and the last chapter (always the most
exciting one) is yet to come.

Best wishes
-Rod
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2022 Revision of the Church Electoral Roll.

The Electoral Roll is a church’s register of electors, it is a list of
those qualified to vote at the Annual Parish Church Meeting
where elections for the PCC and the Deanery Synod take
place. Those entitled to have their names on this roll have to
be 16 years of age or more and they must reside in the
relevant parish or be regular worshippers in church whose roll
they wish to join. You can check if your name is already on
the Electoral Roll. Copy of the New Roll was created in 2019
and will be in place UNTIL 2024 and is revised on an annual
basis. (Copy will be available at the back of church together
with enrolment forms). If your name was entered on the
Electoral Roll in 2019, then you DO NOT need to fill out
another application form,

Concerning the Revision of the Church Electoral Roll 2022,
notices will be on the Notice Boards of St Andrew’s & St
Nicholas for 14 days from 13th March 2022. Revision of the
Roll commences on 3rd April and application forms (available
at the back of church) to be on the Electoral Roll must be
returned to me by Sunday 17th April. Please note that this
return date is final and non-negotiable because the Roll has to
be completed not less than 15 days before the Annual Parish
Meeting which is on Tues 3rd May. I cannot accept any forms
after the return date until the end of the Annual Parish Meeting
so, if you wish to vote in any of the elections or to stand for
church office or election to the Parochial Church Council, I
need to receive your form by 17th April.

Ros Harford
Electoral Roll Officer
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Lilies for Easter

Easter lily has traditional and spiritual meaning. Mentioned many
times in the Bible, the white lily symbolizes purity, rebirth, new
beginnings and hope and is most often associated with the
resurrection of Jesus Christ as observed on Easter.

In Pagan traditions, the Easter lily is associated with motherhood
and is often gifted to mothers as a symbol of gratitude. Across
many religions and beliefs, the white lilies are symbols of purity
and grace.

If you would like to remember a loved one with a Lily included in
our Easter decorations, please see Dorryta & sign the list at the
back of Church. Last day for ordering is Sunday 3rd April.
Donation of £2.50 a Lily.

Ros Harford
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Chippenham Church Lands Charity (FEOFFEES)

Well, what is it? The answer lies in its name really, its a charity
started around the 16th century to consolidate and benefit from
land given to Chippenham's Parish Church specifically to pay for
the maintenance of the Church building.

Income from rent or assets held by the charity can be used to
maintain the fabric of the Church, and nothing else.

Sometimes it is called FEOFFEES just to add confusion, but the
feudal term of FEOFFEES correctly refers to the trustees of the
charity, and not the charity itself. In 2021 there were about 135
active charities with FEOFFEES registered at the Charity
Commission, of which ours is one.

Why is it important for St Andrews Church?
We are very fortunate that generations going back to the 15th
century have supported the maintenance of our Church, and
that there is a highly protected fund to help ensure that St
Andrews will remain as a well-maintained building for years to
come. Real long-term planning!

Without it, we would all be devoting far more time, energy,
money, and anxiety to simply maintain the fabric of the Church.
With it we can concentrate on the many immediate and
operational needs of our Church.
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How much is in the Chippenham Church Lands Charity
funds?
£380,000 as of February 2022. The exact amount fluctuates
depending on the value of its investments (the Charity does
not own land any longer; its investments are all held in a
portfolio of shares held by Rathbones the stockbrokers).

How do the FEOFFEES manage the Chippenham Church
Lands Charity funds?
The seven FEOFFEES trustees and Rod meet regularly to
ensure that the funds are being used and invested in the most
beneficial and appropriate way. Recently, we moved the
funds into ethical investments (known as environmental,
social and governmental (ESG) investments). We have also
implemented a long-term strategy to protect and enhance the
benefits of the funds for the future. And we ensure
compliance with the Charity Commission as well as keeping
tabs on our stockbroker!

Is it possible to make a donation to the Chippenham Church
Lands Charity funds?
Of course it is, just as others have done for centuries. There is
certainty of how the funds will be used because all the funds
are carefully managed and “ring-fenced” solely for
maintaining the existing Church building. By law, the funds
will not be used for anything else except to maintain the
beautiful building.

Scott Blum
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God in the Arts - The Kiss of Judas by Giotto

Holy Week, as its name tells us, is the most important, holiest
week in the Church’s year, when we follow Jesus from His
triumphant entry into Jerusalem, to the Upper Room, to Calvary
and to the garden of the tomb.

As we make that journey each year, we are not just remembering
past events. We are celebrating how eternity touched Jerusalem in
that first Holy Week and how eternity can touch our lives now.

To create that impact and that realisation, the week is brim-full of
colour and variety in its worship, full of action and movement, full
of processions and music. But we might think it is a week with
very little silence.

Yet the silences are there if we look at the Gospels closely. We
enter an upper room and catch our breath when Jesus announces
a betrayer. Peter denies our Lord, a cock crows, and a bleak
stillness falls on that scene. In the palace Jesus stands accused, no
words are spoken, and the governor wonders in the silence. And
there is silence by the cross until the ninth hour. The silence does
fall during Holy Week, punctuating the crises of these tense days.
It is conveyed with dramatic force in this Gethsemane scene: Peter
Firth’s poem describes it as ‘a grove lit only by a kiss.’ The painting
is by Giotto, ‘The Kiss of Judas,’ and is part of an amazing series of
frescoes he painted for the Arena Chapel in Padua from 1305-06.

At first glance it is a scene of frenzied activity: burning torches
wave in the sky, weapons are wielded, and a ram’s horn blown.
The cohort of soldiers advance on Jesus, and Peter tries to defend
Him by cutting off a soldier’s ear in his anger. One of the religious
leaders points to Jesus in the centre of the painting.
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And it is there that the tragic stillness falls as our eyes focus on
the eyes of Jesus: that steady, discomforting gaze into the eyes
of Judas the betrayer. Judas’ cloak seems to engulf Jesus, but it
cannot blot out the look of our Lord.

The face of Judas is troubled, and the look of Jesus seems to
burrow deep into that anxiety, beneath the surface into his
heart.

In Holy Week they are eyes that look out to us. The face of
Jesus is turned in our direction, saying, ‘Yes, you may follow Me
in the heady excitement of Palm Sunday. But will you also
follow Me into this garden, on the way of My cross to the foot
of Calvary, and beyond to the empty tomb of Easter morning?’

The Revd Michael Burgess
(via Parish Pump)
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Fair Trade Update

As we struggle to come to terms with the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine, my offering this month is a simple but nutritious
recipe from that beleaguered land. Perhaps this recipe is
one we could bake prayerfully, especially given that one of
the key ingredients is the seed from Ukraine’s national
flower.

Ukrainian oatmeal cookies
• 200 g porridge oats
• 100 g sunflower seeds
• 100 g sesame seeds
• 150 g raisins *
• 150 g sugar *
• 150 g chopped nuts*
• 4 tbsp wholewheat flour
• 2 eggs
• 150 – 180 ml vegetable oil

*available on our St Andrew’s fair trade stall
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Place porridge oats and flour in a large bowl. Add the
beaten whites of the eggs. Mix everything thoroughly. Next
add sunflower seeds, sesame seeds, raisins, chopped nuts
and sugar. Stir the ingredients. Add vegetable oil gradually,
stirring continuously. The mixture should be thick in
consistency.

Preheat oven to 190°C (374°F). Cover a baking sheet with
parchment paper. Shape the cookies using a spoon. Bake
for 18 minutes or till golden and puffed. Cool and serve
with milk or juice.

Bon appétit! насолоджуйся своєю їжею! (Pronounced:
nasolodzhuysya svoyeyu yizheyu)

God bless!

Debbie Warren
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Letter from Uncle Eustace: On how maintaining the 
churchyard can lead to turf wars

My dear Nephew Darren,
Consider yourself fortunate that your churchyard consists of no more than

a small, paved area, and that keeping it tidy requires ten minutes of picking up
discarded takeaway boxes on Sunday morning. Our four acres of grass and
randomly placed gravestones absorbs a large portion of the time and energy of
half the parish.

By getting different people to adopt sections of the churchyard, the hope
was that an element of competition would be introduced; Major Rutherford
would never let Admiral Crompton’s section look tidier than his and the local
farmers would want to show the amateurs that they knew far more about land
maintenance.

Sadly, human nature has got in the way – as it invariably does. Miss
Timmins has declared her section a nature reserve, so that the cuddly field mice
and darling hedgehogs have somewhere to live in. This now means that
crossing from her patch to the next feels like crossing from Kew Gardens to the
Amazon Rainforest. Two feet high grass and a profusion of dandelions give way
to manicured lawn with any weed daring to pop its head above the parapet
being beheaded in seconds. Miss T is toying with erecting a fence round her
plot, to keep her dear furry friends safe and Sir Horace is threatening to have it
electrified, to make sure they do not defile his grass billiard table.

A local farmer, who maintains the boundary walls, generously planted
cherry trees all around the perimeter; not only for their looks in Spring, but so
that the birds would have somewhere to roost. Sadly, Lady Lipton, while resting
from maintaining her plot, tends to stupefy them when she smokes her briar
pipe.

The only area which no one dares criticise surrounds the mausoleum of
the Luscombes, maintained by the gardening staff of the present Lord. It
contains such a collection of rogues and miscreants that parishioners fear their
anger at being disturbed may even cross the divide of death.

I hesitate to admit it, but the thought of an area of concrete with a few
pizza boxes scattered round does at times hold a certain attraction.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)



Down
1  ‘I will become angry with them 
and forsake them; I — — my face 
from them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) 
(4,4)
2  Usual description of prophets 
such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and 
so on (5)
4  ‘They cannot see the light of the 
gospel of the — — — , who is the 
image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) 
(5,2,6)
5  An animal’s internal edible parts 
(Leviticus 4:11) (5)
6  Popular 20th-century religious 
novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which 
became a 1953 film starring 
Richard Burton (3,4)
7  ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ 
(Matthew 5:14) (4)
8  One of the exiles, a descendant 
of Bebai, who married a foreign 
woman (Ezra 10:28) (6)
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight 
from thy pure — floweth’ (7)
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you 
will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and 
‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will 
be — to separate us from the love 
of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4)

715Crossword
Answers on page 16

Across
1 ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke
1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in matters of faith
(8)
9 In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3)
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)
11 Where Moses was confronted with the
burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)
12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection
(Leviticus 13:30) (6)
14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of
wealth choke it, making it unfruitful’
(Matthew 13:22) (13)
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist
when he washed his disciples’ feet (John
13:4) (5)
22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians
(Exodus 9:9) (5)
23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in
the Valley of Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks of
Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4)
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Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas

April 3rd Holy Communion 6.30pm 
April 15th Good Friday Service 12 noon 
April 17th Easter Service 6.30pm 
May 1st Holy Communion 6.30pm 

Sheila Laurence 01249 740687

100 Club Draw for last month

March 2022: £100: 24 £40: 78 £25: 53

Margaret Harrison

From the Registers

Funerals
24th February 2022 - Irene Learmoth

ACROSS:1,Womb.3,Agnostic.9,Longago.10,Fleet.11,Horeb.12,
Yellow.14,Deceitfulness.17,Banish.19,Towel.22,Boils.23,Inferno.24,
Eternity.25,Defy

DOWN:1,Willhide.2,Minor.4,GloryofChrist.5,Offal.6,TheRobe.7,
City.8,Zabbai.13,Psalmody.15,Chalice.16,Letoff.18,Ifson.20,
Worse.21,Able.
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Events at the King Alfred Hall

EVENTS AT ST ANDREW’S

Christian Meditation

The Christian Meditation Group are once again every Thursday at 
7:30pm for 30 miutes of silent meditation. Hosted at 2 Baydon’s Lane, 
Chippenham. Contact Michael Sammes (654608)

Please check pewsheet for latest updates

Saturday 9 April 7.30pm Village Singers

Saturday 9 April 7.30pm Chippenham Rotary Concert

Thursday 5 May 7.30pm Show of Hands 

Saturday 28 May All Day Chippenham Folk Festival Coffee 
Shop

Saturday 11 June 7.30pm North Wilts Symphony Orchestra
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Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key (01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham@gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spencer 651565

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris 812945
Gavin Macrae 659922

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick 657233
Mauricechadwick25@gmail.com

Church Administrator
Jen Corton 655947

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25@gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace@hotmail.com

Head Server
Michael Sammes 654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot 463230

Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton 660235

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Pip Higman 247269
Pip@higman.eu

PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas)
Sheila Laurence 740687

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris 812945
chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot 463230
Sue Wood 650478

Treasurer (St. Nicolas’)
Wendy Reeves 650622

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford 812190

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer 651565

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer 651565

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves 650622

Giving Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

Groups and 
Organisations at 

St. Andrew’s

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25@gmail.com

Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson 658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer 651565

100 Club
Margaret Harrison 652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis 443779

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie@cdjm.co.uk

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666 

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer 651565

Organ Rebuild Committee
Chris Higman
Chris@higman.eu
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To make arrangements for 
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of 
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or 
Church or concerts and events, 

please email us at 
st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk

mailto:standrews.ssafeguarding@outlook.com


When You Pray . . . .

When I trust deeply that today God is
truly with me and holds me safe in a
divine embrace, guiding every one of my
steps I can let go of my anxious need to
know how tomorrow will look, or what
will happen next month or next year. I
can be fully where I am and pay
attention to the many signs of God's love
within me and around me.

19Final Thoughts

Henri Nouwen 
(1932-1996)

A Final Word

As I type I understand that it is an absolutely beautiful late-March
spring weekend in Chippenham. I always found that that first day of
the year when, after a long and chilly winter, it felt warm, was
particularly special. I seem to recall one year when which this day
coincided with Easter Sunday and the warm sunlight streamed through
the stained glass at St. Andrew’s as we sung a joyous Easter hymn.

Light, joy, glory and triumph! This is what Easter means to me, and I
really felt it that year. I think what I found so pleasing was the
realization that just as we can always have faith that even the coldest,
darkest winters will turn into at least one (you’d hope!) glorious spring
or summer day, with faith we can be comforted that even during the
hardest times of our lives, there is something glorious and joyful that
awaits us. Either if this life, and certainly in God’s Kingdom.

Best wishes, and Happy Easter!
Remy Osman - editor
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Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham

9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service. The bread and wine are current shared
in individual cups.

10.30am Eucharist
The main Parish Eucharist with singing and congregational
hymns. Led by our robed choir on the 1st, 3rd and some 5th

Sundays and the singing group on 2nd and 4th Sundays. The
bread and wine are current shared in individual cups.

Evensong
6:30pm Second Sunday of the Month

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas

Evening Service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.
Please see inside on page 16 for more details.
3.30pm during the winter months October to March
6.30pm during the summer months April to September.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531


