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Joining the dots
On my granddaughter’s second birthday
today I look forward, as many grandparents
do, to indulging some of my own favourite
activities from childhood, under the perfect
excuse of encouraging Edie. No shame in
enjoying cutting and pasting or blowing
bubbles when you’re entertaining the next
generation!
And one of those favourites was … joining
the dots.

Mauricechadwick25@ gmail.com

Church Administrator
Jen Corton
655947
Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25@ gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman

I was never very good at it, in that I can’t
recognise a shape until it’s nearly complete –
even if they provided you with whiskers or
eyes already drawn to hint that it’s a dog or
cat. But it was always fun to find out
eventually what it was, when the full picture
is revealed and all the dots were joined.

remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947
Open Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri
Morning for general enquiries
and Monday 6pm-6:30pm for
Wedding and Christenings
enquiries
To get in touch or book the Hall,
please email us at kingalfredhall@
gmail.com

It’s amazing how many things in creation
depend on joining dots – though the joins
are invariably invisible ones:
•

Atoms are joined together by invisible
forces to form molecules (in chemistry
lessons, these were represented by plastic
tubes joining coloured balls together, but
the plastic tubes aren’t really there)
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•
•

Sub-atomic particles like quarks and neutrinos are held
together similarly by massive unseen forces, which release
untold devastation if broken.
And, at the other end of the scale, stars and galaxies,
planets and moons, are all connected by the unseen and
deeply mysterious forces of gravity and kinetic energy. We
only exist because God joins all the dots. All these things
would either explode or implode if they were just isolated
dots with nothing joining them.

So we should hardly be surprised that as human beings, we
are exactly the same. As isolated, unconnected points of
existence, we simply can’t survive. If we were ever in doubt
about that, these last 18 months have demonstrated it all too
painfully. Where the invisible bonds between us of love,
patience, goodness and compassion are strong, humanity can
triumph over all adversity. But where they are broken by
greed, selfishness and violence, everyone suffers.
As creatures of this mortal world, if we have food and warmth
we can, no doubt, survive as separate dots without need for
those bonds. But as creatures with a soul, the things that
matter most are the things that the material world can’t
provide – the love that joins all the dots and makes us citizens
of heaven.
With love,
-Rod
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Harvest at St. Andrew’s

DECORATION FOR OUR ST ANDREW’S AT HARVEST TIME
At time of writing, Dorryta is asking the Flower team ladies to
think about what design they will create to celebrate Harvest
time at St Andrew’s on 10th October! On the visit to Winchester
Cathedral in September, an immense amount of dried materials
were used in the incredible designs - vines, leaves, cones, ferns,
fruits of the earth etc. so I guess some of us will be searching the
hedgerows, and underneath trees for acorns and conkers, there
are such rich colours around us at this time of year.
Chrysanthemums tend to be a flower that comes into its own at
this time of year, they have a history that is as colourful as the
flowers themselves. First cultivated centuries ago in China, the
chrysanthemum was used primarily as a culinary herb.
Its
petals and young shoots found their way to the table in salads;
its flowers and leaves were taken and brewed into teas. The
Japanese subsequently adopted the flower and were so
enamoured with it they gave it the status of royalty. The flower
is used on the Emperor’s official seal and crest. The Japanese
have a National Chrysanthemum Day, the Festival of Happiness.
The chrysanthemum was introduced in European culture in the
17th century and the name is derived from the Greek chryos
meaning gold and anthemon meaning flower.

Ros Harford

Harvest at St. Andrew’s

I GIVE YOU THANKS
For Harvest moon
And leaves of Gold
For Autumn beauty I behold
I give you thanks.
For dreams fulfilled
For peace & hope
Abundant grace
You have bestowed
I give you thanks
For gentle rains
For sunny days
For misty mornings
For fields of hay
I give you thanks
For answered prayer
And tears you wiped
For restful sleep
All through the night
I give you thanks
For seeds to sow
And open doors
For all of these
And so much more
Lord, I give you thanks
I came across this poem whilst looking for Harvest themes

-Ros Harford
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Letter to the Editor

Some thoughts on Bryan Pettifer’s articles…
Dear Editor,
Having now read the second part of Bryan Pettifer’s article in the
parish magazine I see what he was setting up and getting at in the
first part.
It seems to me that almost anybody can play a part in ministry as he
has defined it and many do without even realising it, just with
simple acts of care and kindness. My education was sound but I am
no academic and consequently when I want to understand a
situation more clearly I look for an everyday fact of life that might
be compared to it. Thinking through what Bryan has said and the
complexities of the different forms of ministry in the church and
everyday life, I started to think about the natural progression in the
life of a plant.
Odd you may think, and I do too as I have no idea why the
mysterious function of our brains throw these things up from
nowhere. However the process had started and so I went with it
and this is the logic (or otherwise) which came out of it.
We can all look at a plant and invariably admire it and accept it as
one of God’s wonderful creations. The focus will often be on the
flower, fruit or vegetable which would seem to be the purpose of its
existence and the method of reproducing itself but what of all the
unseen and unnoticed effort which has brought it to its final glory?
Below the surface the numerous roots and fibres extract the
moisture and vitamins which lay dormant in the earth and pass
them up to enable the plant to be healthy and to grow. The leaves
breathing life in to the plant and the flower attracting the attention
of those that would pollinate it and fulfil its purpose. Some of these
tasks are part time and some are continuous, all are dependant on
each other and need to happen in an organised and effective way.

Letter to the Editor

97

The gentle works going on below the radar, often unnoticed, the
everyday breath of life and the crowning glory, sounds like the
Anglican church to me!
Sorry if that all seems like a lot of nonsense but at least Bryan’s
article got me thinking about it.

Barry Hayward
Not nonsense at all! It’s always great to receive well-thought out reflections to
excellent articles which are published within the Herald each month. Barry’s
reflections on Bryan’s article are a great example of this.
I couldn’t agree more. And indeed it strikes me that even if not that many
people are lucky enough to pick up a copy of the Herald and read its
contents, if it helps spark thought and inspiration about God and the Church
for even one person it is all worthwhile.
-Remy Osman, Editor

With thanks to Barbara Parry for sharing some photos of St. Nicholas’ Church.
It is a beautiful, very special building that I’d love to feature more photos of!
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Dreams

Dreams: in art and the LORD within them
n the 3rd century a Chinese philosopher, Chang Tsu, had a very
vivid dream. He dreamed he was a butterfly, happily flying here
and there. When he awoke, he thought to himself, ‘Did Chang Tsu
dream that he was a butterfly, or did the butterfly dream that it was
Chang Tsu?’ Dreams are often like that: crucial experiences which
cause us to ponder and wonder about their meaning. The prophet
Joel suggested that it was old men who dream dreams, while young
people see visions. But dreams invade and colour our sleeping
hours, whatever age we are.
In the Bible dreams are vital events. Think of Joseph in the Old
Testament dreaming of his superiority among his brothers, the
dreams of the cup bearer and baker at Pharoah’s court, Daniel
interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams, and Joseph’s dreams in the
Gospels that were so crucial for the safety of the Holy Family. This
month in our paintings we focus on ‘Jacob’s Dream’ by Ribera.
Jusepe de Ribera was a Spanish artist, whose most productive years
were spent in Naples, where he died in 1652. This painting from
1639 is based on Genesis 28. After depriving his brother Esau of
his birthright, Jacob is sent to Laban. At Bethel he rested and in his
sleep received the vision of God’s angels on the ladder to heaven
with God’s reassuring words of promise and blessing. When he
awoke, Jacob set up an altar at Bethel, which he declared was the
house of God and the gate of heaven.

Jacob’s Dream’ by Ribera.

Dreams
To baroque artists, this scene in Genesis was seen as a prefiguration
of the coming of Jesus, and in John’s Gospel Jesus Himself told
Nathanael that he would see the angels ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man. For Ribera the subject of Jacob’s dream is
treated with great tenderness as Jacob sleeps beneath the luminous
expanse of sky, which occupies a major part of the canvas. Not for
him the depiction of winged messengers; no, the light of heaven
falls down upon the sleeping figure, casting shadows on the
ground. The angels, ethereal and insubstantial, are contained in the
glory of light. The tree at the other side looks like a fallen cross,
and Jacob almost like a sleeping disciple in Gethsemane. But here,
he is in deep repose as his face is lit up with the golden glow of the
heavenly messengers.
For Jacob, the dream is the golden assurance of God’s blessing. As
his saga continues in Genesis, he marries Laban’s daughters,
wrestles with the divine stranger, is given the name Israel, and his
12 sons become the ancestors of the 12 tribes of God’s people. So,
the blessing of the dream is worked out in his life and the life of
Israel.
Dreams can come to give visions of the way life should be. Like
Jacob, or perhaps like Martin Luther King and his prophetic words
in 1963. In this month of August many of us will go on holiday to
enjoy rest and recreation. As we end the days with sleep, we pray
that like the Psalmist we will lie down in perfect peace and safety
and know the refreshment Jacob found at Bethel: a repose which
will restore our souls and bodies to bring life and vision wherever
we may be.
Rev Michael Burgess
Via Parish Pump
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Free Trade Update

Bad News and Good News
Did you watch the Bad News today? my dad always liked to ask. It
used to make me smile though I have invariably found that he wasn’t
wrong to frame his question in this manner. The headlines over the last
few days have been dominated by news of the supply chain crisis and
rising fuel costs and most days, if we’re honest, the news we glean
from our papers and bulletins is not remotely uplifting, bar perhaps a
light closing item about a skateboarding duck or a touching tribute to a
six-year-old, or 97-year-old, who has raised a considerable sum for
their chosen charity.
I have recently been reading a great deal about the climate crisis, and
indeed about the inextricable, symbiotic, connection between climate
change, environmental degradation and modern slavery - including
aspects such as human trafficking, debt bondage, hard/child labour,
sweatshops and prostitution. It certainly doesn’t feel like good news to
read that over 17 million displaced people - workers forced to migrate
from rural areas because of increasingly erratic weather patterns and
climate-related disasters - are at risk of modern slavery; or indeed to
learn that 40% of deforestation - a key contributor to global warming is being carried out by workers who are treated as slaves, and that even
the hope-filled renewable energy sector is tainted along various points
of the supply chain by issues of slavery.
We are though believers in Good News and we sincerely believe, and
cling to, the words from Luke 4: 18 (see also Isaiah 61:1):
The spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has chosen me to bring
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed.
How then to reconcile these two seemingly irreconcilable narratives?
Perhaps if we pause for thought, or prayer, we can remind ourselves
that reconciliation is often brought about in small stages and that it will
always require perseverance and faith.

Fair Trade Update
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One good news story in which we can play an active part - displaying true
perseverance while expressing unshakeable faith - is of course the fair trade
story. Beyond supporting fair trade farmers in their appeal to world leaders to
honour the climate promises made: to cut emissions; to provide climateresilience finance; to promote fair and low-carbon, sustainable production
and strengthen business regulations, we can also pledge to choose fair trade
options whenever available. In continuing to support our very own St
Andrew’s fair trade stall we can furthermore be secure in the knowledge that:
each purchase supports the smallest, fledgling producer groups; each order
from Traidcraft entails a top-up donation to support the work of Traidcraft
Exchange in nurturing the most vulnerable of producer communities; and that
our annual 10% fair trade discount will always be paid back to further this
invaluable work. In this regard, you will be pleased to hear that our £390
donation to the Regenerators’ Appeal (see Saint Andrew’s Herald, May 2021
edition for more details) was part of a massive £1,312,585 UK total which
included £656,292 of match funding from the UK government. All of this
money will go towards helping people on the front line to stand strong in the
face of climate change. Now that certainly sounds like Good News to me!
God bless!

Debbie Warren
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Letter from Uncle Eustace

Letter from Uncle Eustace: When the film makers come to

church

My dear Nephew Darren,
It has all been excitement and activity here this last week, with a
period drama being filmed using our church. It was remarkable how many
people felt the need to drop in to church to collect magazines, check the
reading rota or arrange flowers, just happening to stumble over the film
stars en route. If only they were filming every week, then our brasses
would be permanently gleaming, woodwork smothered in beeswax and
the notice board kept in a state of perpetual tidiness.
Our Ladies Guild was thrilled to be asked to take part in a crowd
scene. I saw little point in the wardrobe department taking hours fitting
them out with Victorian dresses, as the result was little different from
normal. The only awkward moment came after filming, when Mrs Simms
was told she could now remove her bustle. She told the girl she already
had.
The producer thanked me for taking the trouble of going round
church before they arrived, removing all those modern conveniences that
would not have been there in the nineteenth century. I hadn’t the heart to
tell him that nothing was any different from normal.
Lord Marchmount was thoroughly miffed that they were not also
using his castle for filming, even though the producer explained with
exemplary patience that they needed a nineteenth century setting, not one
which looked as if the cast had just returned from the Crusades. His
revenge, getting the farm staff to spread slurry in all the surrounding fields
throughout filming, has apparently meant that film stars now have a
clause in their contracts protecting them from rural life.
When all was finished, I thought it only right to invite the film crew
and actors to the vicarage for sherry. When the producer left, I was
delighted to be told he had just discovered the perfect home for filming
his next project – which is about Elizabethan poverty.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)

Crossword

1 ‘Those who were standing near Paul said,
“You — to insult God’s high priest?”’ (Acts
23:4) (4)
3 They were assigned to guard the tree of life
(Genesis 3:24) (8)
9 ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu,
the — of — , the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite’
(1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4)
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5)
11 Where American livestock can be reared
(5)
12 Listen (anag.) (6)
14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2
Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5)
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the
Confessor (6)
19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5)
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC
(Esther 1:3) (5)
23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach
a lot (4,3)
24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of
religious belief (8)
25 Note (anag.) (4)

DOWN
1 Give an account of (Mark 4:30)
(8)
2 ‘I — — the path of your
commands, for you have set my
heart free’ (Psalm 119:32) (3,2)
4 ‘He took the ephod, the other
— — and the carved image’
(Judges 18:20) (9,4)
5 ‘You are a chosen people, a —
priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5)
6 The meek, the merciful and the
mourners are all this (Matthew
5:4–5, 7) (7)
7 Musical Instrument Digital
Interface (1,1,1,1)
8 He was the son of Nun
(Deuteronomy 34:9) (6)
13 ‘Let the little — come to me’
(Matthew 19:14) (8)
15 ‘About three thousand were —
— their number that day’ (Acts
2:41) (5,2)
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the
new Jerusalem was made of this
(Revelation 21:18) (6)
18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven.
And we eagerly — a Saviour from
there, the Lord Jesus Christ’
(Philippians 3:20) (5)
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let
us — his name together’ (Psalm
34:3) (5)
21 Young Men’s Christian
Association (1,1,1,1)

Answers on page 16

ACROSS
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St. Nicholas’ Church

With thanks to Barbara Parry for sharing some photos of St. Nicholas’ Church.
It is a beautiful, very special building that I’d love to feature more photos of!

Events at St. Andrew’s
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EVENTS AT ST ANDREW’S
Sat 2 October
Sat 30 October
Sat 6 November
Sat 4 December
Thurs 9 December
Sat 11 December
Sat 11 December
Thurs 16 December
Sat 18 December

10.00 – 14.00 Autumn Fayre
7.30pm Poetry & Piano in Aid of Wellboring
7.30pm North Wilts Symphony Orchestra Concert
7.30pm Concert in Aid of Bristol Children’s Hospice
7.30pm Carols around the Piano
10.00am Coffee Morning in Aid of Church Flowers
7.30pm Village Singers
7.30pm Chippenham Male Voice Choir
7.30pm Chippenham Rotary Concert

Christian Meditation
The Christian Meditation Group are once again every Thursday at
7:30pm for 30 miutes of silent meditation. Hosted at 2 Baydon’s Lane,
Chippenham. Contact Michael Sammes (654608)

Events at the King Alfred Hall
Sat 9 October
Sat 13 October
Sat 11 December

10.00– 15.00 Craft Fair
10.00– 15.00 Art Fair
10.00– 15.00 Craft Fair
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Parish Noticeboard

Parish Noticeboard
From the Registers
Wedding:
Karla Elizabeth Anne Pope and Duane Pal Heap (4th Sept)

Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
Oct 3rd, 6.30pm Evensong with Communion
Oct 16th, 6.30pm Holy Communion, traditional language.

Sheila Laurence 01249 740687

100 Club Draw
September:

£100: 51

£40: 7

£25: 84

Margaret Harrison

ACROSS
1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 son Tohu; 10 yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 14 Baalah of Judah;
17 Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 24 apostasy; 25 Eton
DOWN
1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 MIDI; 8 Joshua; 13
children; 15 added to; 16 Jasper; 18 await; 20 exalt; 21 YMCA

Advertisement
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Parish Directory
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Groups and
Organisations at
St. Andrew’s

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key
(01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spencer
Churchwardens
Jenny Norris
Gavin Macrae

651565
812945
659922

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick
Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Church Administrator
Jen Corton
655947
Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman

remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Head Server
Michael Sammes

654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

To make arrangements for
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or
Church or concerts and events,
please email us at
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot
463230
Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton
660235
PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Pip Higman
247269
pip(at)higman.eu
PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence
740687
PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris
812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com
Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson

658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer

651565

100 Club
Margaret Harrison

652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis
443779

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot
463230
Sue Wood
650478

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk

Treasurer (St. Nicolas’)
Wendy Reeves
650622

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford
812190

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer
651565

PCC Sub-Committees

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer
651565

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves

650622

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward

Giving Officer
Ros Harford

812190

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer
651565

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford
812190
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

653322

653322

Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com

When You Pray . . . .

Final Thoughts

19

You may not understand how to practise mental prayer. I will instruct you
shortly and simply.
Place yourself in the presence of God by these four means. First, keenly and
attentively realize that God is everywhere; there is no place or thing in the
world where he is not. Let us go where we will, be where we will, we shall
always be where God is.
Secondly, God is specially in your heart and spirit.
He is heart of your heart, spirit of your spirit. David
calls him the God of his heart.
Thirdly, reflect that our Lord in his humanity looks
down always upon us from heaven.
Fourthly, in imagination behold Jesus in his
humanity as actually present with us.

St Francis de Sales
(1567-1622)

A Final Word
Living only 85 miles north of the Equator, it is striking how different the
rhythm of daytime and seasons is to what I was used to back in
Chippenham. Every day is very hot and humid and every day is pretty
much exactly 12 hours long.
It will feel a bit odd celebrating Christmas when it is 30 degrees outside,
however having such equal day length does help me somewhat get into a
consistent daily rhythm; in terms of both the secular and spiritual. It did
occur to me that following the daily office every day of the year and
praying at basically the exact same time of day every day would be quite a
profound experience.
Alas, in a modern city in the modern age I haven’t really managed to keep
this up… However, I do get a daily notification on my phone which
highlights the day’s readings according to the lectionary! Whenever I see
this I do make time to contemplate God and say a prayer. I feel that even
this very modest daily ritual is a useful reminder of God’s glory and my
faith and is therefore extremely worthwhile.
-Remy Osman, Editor.

Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow the latest
Covid guidelines and rules.

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham
9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who have
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.
10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will occur in a safe
way according to the latest guidelines and rules.

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas
Evening Service at 6.30 pm on 1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531

