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How is 2022 looking?
It goes without saying that I wish you all a
Happy New Year … but I suspect that we
approach 2022 with a touch more caution
than we did 2021.
Last New Year’s Day was marked by a
measurable collective “Phew!” We had the
vaccine, the roll out had begun. We would
beat this thing. The vaccines have indeed
been a game-changing miracle, but we’ve
not really been able to celebrate it in a year
dogged
by
questions,
variants
and
uncertainties. It’s never felt more than an
uneasy truce, certainly not a victory.
So I don’t imagine many people are feeling
that 2022 will be the year that we crack it,
and the happiness we wish for each other
may still not be able to include world travel,
music festivals, or (my top priority) being
able to see everybody’s face as we walk
down the street or go shopping. But that
doesn’t mean that happiness need be totally
out of reach – or that Covid should consume
our every waking thought. There is a far more
serious challenge that we must keep our
focus on – global warming.

Welcome

So three thoughts for a new year:
1. Covid in one form or other is with us for keeps, so shutting
ourselves away, waiting for a day when it’s gone is futile. Get
you jabs and get on with life in the fullest way you can. Yes,
there are risks, but everything in life is a risk, including
doing nothing.
2. Fear should never ever be a motivation for a Christian. Be
sensible, be responsible, but let go of fear. We can’t hold on
to this mortal life in the end, no matter how we try. But, as
Peter says, “the inheritance to which we are born is one that
nothing can destroy, or spoil, or whither.”
3. Keep a wide perspective. Reflect on what the true priorities
of life are for you, a person of faith, and get Covid into its
true place in that list.
Yes, I know … you’ve never heard Rod so preachy! Perhaps my
frustration is showing with the church’s abysmal record of
spiritual leadership through this crisis. But mostly I do,
genuinely wish you a happy new year, and these are just my
thoughts on how we might have one.
Every blessing
Rod

The annual subscription of £10 for this magazine is now due.
Please send payment to Sue Haslop, 64 Sadlers Mead,
Chippenham, SN15 3PL.
Cheques should be made payable to St. Andrew's P.C.C.
Thank you.
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Christmas Flowers

The New Year

The New Year
If we put our hand in God’s hand
As we enter this New Year
Not knowing what the future holds
But that our Friend is near
We shall not fear what lies ahead
If He is by our side,
Nor wander from the pathway
If He will be our guide.
The Sinless One from heaven came
To dwell with us on earth,
He sought and bought us with His blood
And offered us new birth.
Now as we travel through this year
He knows the things He’s planned,
So let us trust and know just this –
Our times are in His hands.
By Megan Carter
(via Parish Pump)
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The Psalms

The Psalms as an Aid to Personal Prayer
A generation or two ago services of Morning and Evening
Prayer were the main forms of worship in many parishes and
Anglican clergy are expected to use them daily throughout the
week now. Making the Eucharist or Holy Communion central
on Sundays is surely right but what is lost in the change is
general knowledge about the Old Testament and the psalms in
particular.
The writers of the psalms reveal much about the living
relationship which they, as a chosen people, and as individuals,
have with God. So many aspects of life, so many experiences,
so many themes are touched upon. There is around a rather
simplistic idea that prayer is simply asking God for things. God
does want to respond to our requests but it is part of a
relationship in which listening to God is paramount.
This article will select a few psalms to use when we are
beginning our prayers for the day. You might say they can help
to put us in the mood to pray, open up our relationship to God,
initiate a conversation with God, sustain a regular habit of
communication with God.
All 7 verses of Psalm 67 are a good first example, expressing a
desire to know God and for the world to benefit from God’s
healing. It begins: “May God be merciful to us and bless us,
show us the light of his countenance and come to us. Let
your ways be known upon earth, your saving health coming all
nations.” By the end of the psalm we are looking forward to
receiving God’s blessings and the coming of God’s kingdom.

The Psalms

97

Psalm 96 is a longer psalm which enables us to go straight into
rejoicing in the Lord. “Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the
Lord , all the whole earth. Sing to the Lord and bless his name,
proclaim the news of his salvation from day to day. Similarly
Psalm 100, familiar to many as the Jubilate, the introit to Evening
Prayer, begins with rejoicing.
The first 5 verses of Psalm 103 glorify God for all that God has
meant to us, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me,
bless his holy name.” The writer of this psalm lists some of the
actions of God from which we have benefitted: forgiveness,
healing, being saved from death. This was written when belief in
an afterlife was still undeveloped. How much more this means
after the resurrection of Christ!
Finally in this psalm there is a word, which the oldies among us
may recognise as one of the fruits of meeting God in prayer: “Your
youth is renewed like an eagle’s.” All these benefits are
recognised as expressions of God’s “mercy and lovingkindness.” Loving-kindness is frequently used in the psalms to
express how God is for us.
Psalm 63 verses 1-8 is wonderfully evocative of a deep human
yearning for God: “O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you,
my soul thirst for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a barren and
dry land where there is no water. And in verse 3 we have this
magnificent statement: “For your loving-kindness is better than life
itself”.
The psalms are a very rich resource, with which to deepen our
spirituality and to sustain a lively relationship with God, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. This short article has drawn attention to
some of the psalms, which stimulate our desire to worship God
and to communicate with our heavenly Father.
Bryan Pettifer
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Fair Trade Update

Fair Trade Update
I should like to start the year by sharing with you a
delicious recipe from Traidcraft’s Bake a Difference
cookbook.
Date & Walnut Scones
Ingredients
(makes 8)
225 g self-raising flour
pinch of salt
50 g butter
25 g golden caster sugar*
50 g dates (finely chopped)*
25 g walnuts*
1 egg
milk to make up to 5 fl oz with egg
*ingredients available from our St Andrew’s Fair Trade stall
(dates from Tunisia or Palestine, sugar from Mauritius,
walnuts from Pakistan)

Fair Trade Update

Method
Preheat oven to 200° C/gas mark 6.
Sift the flour and salt together. Rub in the butter and stir in
the sugar. Stir in the dates and walnuts.
Beat the egg and milk together, add to the mixture using a
knife to bring together.
Pull together with hands to a rolling out consistency but
don’t overwork.
Roll out to around 1 cm thick. Cut into 8 rounds.
Bake for 15- 18 minutes and cool on a rack.
As I am sure you would agree, these scones would be
particularly tasty when accompanied by a steaming cup of
Fairtrade tea, coffee or cocoa.
Fair blessings and all the very best for 2022!
Debbie Warren

9

10

Ride and Stride

RIDE AND STRIDE 2021
A successful event was held this year which
generated a significant contribution and continued
support for the Wiltshire Historic Churches’ Trust.
Although at St Andrews we did not have any
participants, a warm welcome and refreshments were
offered throughout the day and we were able to send
a cheque for £135 being donations received.
A date for your diary for 2022 – RIDE AND STRIDE
– Saturday 10th September 2022.
Margaret Harrision
Parish Organiser

Kittiwake
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Kittiwake – Friends of Syrian War Refugees
We are a group of volunteers from Chippenham or nearby, with various experience of
teaching adults and/or children. Under the government’s scheme to bring 20,000 Syrian
refugees from camps in Lebanon and Jordan into the UK, some 20 adults arrived in the
Chippenham area with their young families. Not long after, our group of volunteers was
formed to support the adults in learning English and to help them adapt to life in the UK.
A range of English as a Second Language courses is provided by the college, and we
have tried to complement them by reinforcing the topics covered. We also provide basic
teaching in English for those who arrive without enough English to cope easily at college.
Some students are illiterate in Arabic making it difficult for them to be assimilated even into a
college beginner’s group!
Some of our students have been with us for five years and it has been a pleasure to see
them settle so well into life in our area. Some of the men now have jobs, most of the women
have passed their driving tests (ahead of some of the men!) and most of the children are
thriving in local schools (speaking English better than the grownups).
We’ve just resumed teaching as a group and have spent our first few weeks, based in
the King Alfred Hall on Friday mornings between 11 and 12:30. Most teachers have returned,
although a few had to take greater care during the pandemic and will not come back, but our
students still number 20 (and rising!). We run a creche for 6 or so children under 5.
Teachers and creche assistants all volunteer their services. Money to cover our expenses
comes to us through donations and occasional events – we won first places in Calne and
Devizes Carnivals before the pandemic and had collections towards funds! Currently, our
most urgent need is for volunteers to help out at our creche. We’d like to get to the point
where we don’t have to rely on the same people every week.
If you are interested in our work and would like to assist us in any way, particularly
with our creche, please get in touch with me.
Thank you - Eryl (emwspencer143@btinternet.com)
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Letter from Uncle Eustace

Letter from Uncle Eustace: On parish accounts, teapots and
Labrador retrievers
My dear Nephew Darren,

Your annual accounts – all 146 pages, bound in their plastic covers and laid out
in faultless detail – really are most impressive. I was rather envious to note you
have a clergy ‘discretionary fund’; if I were to be given such a thing, my cellar
of claret would improve immeasurably – although that is perhaps the reason
why I am not given one.
The size of your office expenses makes me wonder if you have a staff
rivalling that of the European Community. I suppose that at least you are doing
your bit for job creation. Our dear Miss Marigold, who spends two hours a
week randomly filing pieces of paper, mistyping rotas and failing to re-order
stationery, is only rewarded by being the first to find out who are booking
marriages and having their babies baptised – and if they do not happen in that
order, that will be another piece of information remembered for future use. All
this is information beyond the price of jewels in village communities.
Our accounts have more by way of charm than they do of accuracy,
generally consisting of one sheet of handwritten paper. There are only ever
three copies for circulation, as that is the limit of Colonel Denster’s carbon
paper. It seems to be an unalterable tradition that they never balance, until we
find the following year that the missing £20 was found months later under the
teapot on the mantelpiece. One footnote to this was the occasion when the
Colonel suspected an unaccountable £5 had been eaten by his Labrador. Our
greatest expenses by far are categorised as ‘miscellaneous’, which is a catch-all
for everything that our treasurer is unable to recall where it really went.
The thousands paid on church maintenance and diocesan fees are
nodded through without comment – but if the money spent on Easter lilies or
packets of tea for the Summer Fete increases by anything more than 50 pence,
there will be much agonised debate and speculation about whether this is an
indication of money laundering.
I see that your accounts were professionally audited. Fortunately, it does
not matter too much about the accuracy of our own, as I have an arrangement
with our auditor who lives in the village: if he refuses to sign them off, then I
refuse to baptise his grandchildren.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)

Crossword
Down

Down (cont.)
17 ‘Be joyful — — , patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (6)
18 ‘The parts that are unpresentable are
treated with special modesty, while our
presentable parts — — special treatment’ (1
Corinthians 12:23) (4,2)
20 Ancient rowing boat (Isaiah 33:21) (6)
21 Say again (2 Corinthians 11:16) (6)
23 What Jesus did in the synagogue in
Nazareth after he stood up (Luke 4:16) (4)

1 Father of Ahi, a Gadite (1
Chronicles 5:15) (6)
2 Where David found the stone
with which he killed Goliath (1
Samuel 17:40) (6)
3 ‘Hour by hour fresh lips are
making thy — doings heard on
high’ (8)
4 ‘And there were shepherds
living out in the fields near by,
keeping watch over their — at
night’ (Luke 2:8) (6)
5 United Society for Christian
Literature (1,1,1,1)
6 ‘If he refuses to listen even to
the church, treat him as you
would — — or a tax collector’
(Matthew 18:17) (1,5)
7 Where Paul was taken when
things became difficult for him in
Berea (Acts 17:15) (6)
12 Istituto per le Opere di
Religione (Vatican Bank) (1,1,1)
14 ‘Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new — ; the old
has gone, the new has come!’ (2
Corinthians 5:17) (8)
15 Used to colour ram skins red
for use in the tabernacle (Exodus
25:5) (3)
16 Vat car (anag.) (6)

Answers on page 16

Across
8 How the Abyss (NIV) is described in the
Authorized Version (Revelation 9:1) (10,3)
9 Frozen water (Ezekiel 1:22) (3)
10 The Ten Commandments (9)
11 In Roman Catholic theology, neither
heaven nor hell (5)
13 Des cons (anag.) (7)
16 ‘Though [your sins] are red as — , they
shall be like wool’ (Isaiah 1:18) (7)
19 Keen (Romans 1:15) (5)
22 Repugnant, loathsome (Jeremiah 24:9) (9)
24 Drink like an animal (Judges 7:5) (3)
25 First and last (Revelation 22:13) (5,3,5)
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Epiphany

Epiphany
On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany – the visit of the
Wise Men to the baby Jesus. But who were these Wise
Men? No one knows for sure. Matthew calls them ‘Magi’,
and that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly
kind from Persia. It wasn’t until the third century that they
were called kings – by a church father, Tertullian.
Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three –
to correspond with the gifts given. Later Christian
interpretation came to understand gold as a symbol of
wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol of worship and
sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of healing – and even
embalming. Certainly Jesus challenged and set aright the
way in which the world handled all three of these things.
Since the 8th century, the Magi have had the names
Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior.

Events at St. Andrew’s
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EVENTS AT ST ANDREW’S
Given the fluid COVID situation
please check pewsheet for latest updates

Christian Meditation
The Christian Meditation Group are once again every Thursday at
7:30pm for 30 miutes of silent meditation. Hosted at 2 Baydon’s Lane,
Chippenham. Contact Michael Sammes (654608)

Events at the King Alfred Hall
Given the fluid COVID situation
please check pewsheet for latest updates

Parish Noticeboard

Parish Noticeboard
From the Registers

Funeral
10th November 2021 - Sharon Robbins (Crematorium)
11th December 2021 - Stanley Blake
13th December 2021 - Timothy Penfound
14th December 2021 - Beth Hathaway
17th December 2021 - George Linacre
Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
January 9th

Holy Communion 3.30pm

January 23rd

Evensong with Communion 3.30pm

February 6th

Holy Communion. 3.30pm

Sheila Laurence 01249 740687

100 Club Draw
September:

£100: 34

£40: 11

£25: 20

Margaret Harrison

DOWN: 1, Abdiel. 2, Stream. 3, Wondrous. 4, Flocks. 5, USCL. 6, A pagan.
7, Athens. 12, IOR. 14, Creation. 15, Dye. 16, Cravat. 17, In hope. 18,
Need no. 20, Galley. 21, Repeat. 23, Read.
ACROSS: 8, Bottomless pit. 9, Ice. 10, Decalogue. 11, Limbo. 13, Seconds.
16, Crimson. 19, Eager. 22, Abhorrent. 24, Lap. 25, Alpha and Omega.
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Groups and
Organisations at
St. Andrew’s

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key
(01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham@gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spencer
Churchwardens
Jenny Norris
Gavin Macrae

651565
812945
659922

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick 657233
Mauricechadwick25@gmail.com

Church Administrator
Jen Corton
655947
Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25@gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman

remyworldpeace@hotmail.com

Head Server
Michael Sammes

654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

To make arrangements for
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or
Church or concerts and events,
please email us at
st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot
463230
Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton
660235
PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Pip Higman
247269
Pip@higman.eu
PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas)
Sheila Laurence
740687
PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris
812945
chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25@gmail.com
Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson

658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer

651565

100 Club
Margaret Harrison

652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis
443779

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot
463230
Sue Wood
650478

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie@cdjm.co.uk

Treasurer (St. Nicolas’)
Wendy Reeves
650622

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford
812190

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer
651565

PCC Sub-Committees

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer
651565

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves

650622

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward

Giving Officer
Ros Harford

812190

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer
651565

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford
812190
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

653322

653322

Organ Rebuild Committee
Chris Higman
Chris@higman.eu

When You Pray . . . .

Final Thoughts

19

Let the Lord your God be your hope – seek for nothing else
from him, but let him himself be your hope. There are people
who hope from him riches or perishable and transitory
honours, in short they hope to get from God things which are
not God himself
Seek for him alone and, despising
everything else, make your way to him.
Forget other things, remember him; leave
other things behind, stretch out to him. Let
him be your hope, who is guiding you to
your destination.
St Augustine of Hippo
(354-430)

A Final Word

Wishing you a blessed and healthy 2022!

Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow the latest
Covid guidelines and rules.

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham
9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who had
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.
10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will occur in a safe
way according to the latest guidelines and rules.
Evening Service – 6:30pm Second Sunday of Month

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas
Evening Service at 3.30pm on 1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month during the winter months October to
March, otherwise at 6.30pm April to September.
This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531

