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Just for the joy of it!

Are you of an age to remember Jonny Morris
in “Animal Magic”? As a 5 year old I used to
look forward to his weekly visit to London
Zoo (in black and white of course) and
especially to the voice-over he would give to
each of the animals. A camel would be
looking solemnly at the camera, chewing
some hay and Jonny would get the tone just
right for a cantankerous camel, “Well? What
you looking at? Nothing better to do than
watch me eat me dinner?” Chimps, penguins
and elephants all got the same treatment,
and we naturally grew up assuming that
animals were all quite “human” underneath.

All such animation is of course now frowned
upon in serious nature programmes, and is
relegated to comedy and insurance ads.
David Attenborough is never to be found
doing a silly voice for a bush baby or a
bathing song for a hippo. Instead he is at
pains to show how the two instincts of
survival and procreation are the only real
motivation throughout the entire animal
kingdom. All sentimentality and projection
of human emotion is, quite justifiably,
banished from the BBC in its new found
scientific rigour.

mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com
mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com
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The annual subscription of £10 for this magazine is now due. 
Please send payment to Sue Haslop, 64 Sadlers Mead, 

Chippenham, SN15 3PL. 
Cheques should be made payable to St. Andrew's P.C.C. -Thank you.

WHICH IS WHY…. the story of the Giant Kingfish is such a
delight! These huge solitary predators of the Indian Ocean
spend all their time alone out at sea, but they congregate in
once a year, and suddenly take it into their heads to travel miles
upstream in a freshwater river – changing the way they breathe
as they go – in groups of a hundred or more together. Then
somewhere up river they suddenly stop and start to circle and
sketch patterns in the water like synchronised swimmers. They
don’t feed or breed or give birth, they just … dance (as Jonny
Morris would have been allowed to say). Then a week or so
later they go back to being solitary, giant-size, salt-water piranha
fish.

And these wonderful words come from David Attenborough’s
mouth: “Nobody really knows why they do it.”

In all the 13.6 billion years since the universe began, it seems
that everything from a subatomic particle to a gas giant has no
choice but to do what the relentless laws of physics say it must
do. And since life began, we are led to believe, all creatures
have just been obeying the purposeless laws of random
selection.

So how wonderful it would be if the Giant
Kingfish, on one particular week of the year,
following one particular leader, swam upstream
in one particular river and danced together in
one particular pool for no reason whatsoever –
other than the sheer joy of it?
-Rod
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St Andrew’s Church Flower Teams

Its been a privilege for those of us in the Church Flower 
Teams to recently arrange flowers for two loved members of 
our congregation at St Andrew’s, Gwenda Stone and Liz Fox; 
its a special way of working and remembering our friendship 

with them in using beautiful foliage and flowers.  The 
arrangement shown in shades of pink and white, was created 

by Christine Watkins for Liz Fox’s Memorial Service.

Photo and words: Ros Harford
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Verity Sivewright has, as part of her
Community Service within the Duke of
Edinburgh's Award Scheme. been
helping with St Andrew's Sunday
morning coffee. She has been serving,
washing up and clearing away
after. She has faithfully carried out her
duties over the past 13 weeks, and has
proved herself a real asset. Thank you
very much. We wish you every success
with your other upcoming tasks and
obtaining such a worthy award!
Ros Harford

100 Club
Our new year will begin with the February Draw to take
place on 9 February. Subscriptions for the year to 31
January 2023 are now due and if you pay by cash or
cheque, I shall be pleased to receive payment before that
date. Cheques to be made to St Andrew’s PCC. If you pay
by Bank Standing Order or bank transfer I shall assume this
arrangement to be on-going. Sadly, this year, we are losing
four members who have contributed from the Club’s early
days which means that new members will be especially
welcome. Looking around our beautiful church there is
much evidence of where the profits have been used.

For further information please speak to Jenny Norris or
Margaret Harrison

Christian Meditation

The Christian Meditation Group are once again every Thursday at 
7:30pm for 30 miutes of silent meditation. Hosted at 2 Baydon’s Lane, 
Chippenham. Contact Michael Sammes (654608)
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Fair Trade Update

The lyrics of the sad but beautiful song Maria Lando by
Peruvian singer Susana Baca tell of a worker - perhaps
someone on a Peruvian coffee plantation - for whom there
is neither daybreak nor noon, whose eyes are worn out
from lack of sleep, who does nothing but work (solo
trabaja) and whose very work ‘belongs to others’ (es
ajeno). A classic example of someone who is exploited,
denied her rights, quasi-enslaved. How many thousands of
Marias are there in our world, I wonder, and what can and
should we do to seek them out and ease their burden? See
that justice is done, we are urged in Isaiah 1: 17, help
those who are oppressed.

It occurs to me that justice is one of those highly elusive
concepts, the word itself being one we predominantly use
in a context of its absence, when we are pinpointing the
need to redress the balance, to right wrongs, to restore a
system of fair and equal treatment for all. Justice is
invariably something we seek, pursue and demand; it is
something we fight for.

In a recent bulletin, Traidcraft outlined their vision in terms
of three specific types of justice: environmental justice,
social justice and trade justice.
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Environmental Justice: As a business, they write, we promise that
the environment’s needs are at the heart of every decision we
make. From how we package orders for delivery, to the materials
we use in our product packaging and the ingredients we use
within our product range, everything is carefully considered.

Social Justice: Supporting companies who encourage and
embrace equality, regardless of gender, religion, opportunity,
background, heritage, experience or inheritance is a step towards
a better world.

Trade Justice: Traidcraft is not in business to make people rich
and businesses richer; we want those throughout our supply
chains to get the money they need not just to live, but to thrive.
Shopping with Traidcraft ensures that the interests of farmers,
artisans and workers are just as important as other commercial
considerations.

With Fairtrade Fortnight just around the corner (21 February to 6
March) let’s join forces to promote that fairer world. Let’s seek out
the Marias we carry in our hearts and see that justice is done.

God bless!
Debbie Warren
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North Wiltshire Symphony Orchestra

The North Wiltshire Symphony Orchestra will give its next concert 
in St. Andrew’s church on Saturday March 12th at 7.30pm

Tickets are £12 adult, £1 accompanied children
Available from: www.wegottickets.com/northwiltsorchestra
Neeld Community Hall & arts Centre 01249 446699 or their 

website; at the door and from orchestra members.

The NWSO is glad to return to a full-scale symphonic programme.
We very much hope that you will join us. Please also spread the
word by sharing this programme news with as many friends as
possible. Thank you for your support.

The NWSO acknowledges with thanks the permission of the
Rector to perform at St. Andrew’s church and the continuing help
of Church Wardens and other staff in staging our concerts.
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Programme:

Meehan-Staines, The Sky Above the Downs (World Première)

The Sky Above the Downs is a new composition by Adam Meehan-
Staines, specially commissioned by Alex Arkwright and Sara Stagg for
the North Wiltshire Symphony Orchestra.

The work draws upon visual perceptions, physical sensations, and
emotional dispositions that one might feel standing upon a peak of the
Wiltshire Downs. Written for full orchestra, there are colours and
textures that represent the glorious forms of nature around, from
birdsong and hues that depict the landscape interacting with the sun,
to tempestuous storms that set about trepidation and uneasiness, until
finally, the piece concludes with cathartic resolution through open
harmonies complemented by long and lingering lyrical melodies,
drawing the work to a peaceful and poignant close.

Sibelius, Violin Concerto Soloist: Matthew Taylor

One of the largest, and most symphonic, of violin concertos it is
notable for the extended cadenza for the soloist in the first movement.
The second is lyrical and elegiac. The third was once described as “A
polonaise for polar bears”. The work makes huge technical demands
of the soloist and we have been fortunate to engage Matthew Taylor
who has previously worked with major London orchestras before
settling in the local area. His virtuosity will ensure a memorable
performance of this well-known work.

Rimsky-Korsakov, Scheherazade

The title refers to the main character in One Thousand and One
Nights. Although the composer gave titles to the movements he
denied that they were specific to individual tales, writing that he
wished the hearer to enjoy: “Oriental themed symphonic music that
evokes a sense of the fairy tale adventure”. There is no doubt that the
brilliant, colourful orchestration make this one of the most popular
works of the age.
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St Andrew’s – The Scout Hut
A few months’ ago, I would never have thought that the church could
become a Scout Hut. Yes, it is sometimes a concert hall or a dance hall (Folk
Festival), but a Scout Hut? What could make me thin it could be a scout hut.
Enter most scout huts and you will see a flag on display. If you wander down
to the Lady Chapel and on the left before you enter are various flags on
display – including a scout flag.

So, there I was, one Wednesday, on a dark country lane near Langley Burrell,
on a checkpoint for a scout hike, half listening to St Andrew’s bellringers
practise. It was our first meeting without a hut, and I was wondering where
we could meet for a few weeks, and the church sprang to mind.

What can you do with scouts in a church? Well, it is more than you think.
There were concerns that the bells would be too noisy – we didn’t notice
them most of the time. Here is a short list of some of what we did:

-Scouts sharing their hobbies: inc/ a violin recital – wonderful to hear in the
church. Others brought in their model aeroplanes and Warhammer figures.
-Paper engineering: Challenge was to build a structure as tall as possible to
hold a ball using just newspaper and Sellotape.
-Crab football – with a foam ball
-Capture the keys – the chairs and radiators help provide hiding places as
the scout sneak up on the scout guarding the keys
-Battle of the planes: we had some spare plane kits that were then used to
stage an air battle in the church aisle – it was lovely to have the space.
-Remembrance Route planning: the challenge was to plan a walk around the
streets named after the fallen listed in church. (I learnt that the largest war
memorial in Chippenham consists of 39 streets on the Pewsham estate. The
streets are name after 53 men from Chippenham killed in both World Wars.)
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We did have a trip out one week to the Bloodhound Educational centre at
Berkeley. This was a great evening where the scouts made rocket cars and
raced them in the carpark in the dark. Watching the firework trails was
amazing.

So, the flag in church is for the 6th Chippenham Scouts who were associated
with St Andrews. (http://10thchippenham.org.uk/history/) In 1995, the 6th
Chippenham Scouts amalgamated with the 10th Chippenham Scout Group.
If you look at our neckers you will see a blue edge in recognition of the 6th.
During our meetings we would form up in a square near the piano, with the
flag behind us – just as we do in the hut.

We will soon be returning to our hut as much of the damage by vandals has
been repaired. Insurance covered replacing most of the damaged equipment,
but it did not cover the cost of renting alternative space for the meetings, so,
thank you to St Andrews for hosting the scouts and to Station Hill Baptist
Church for hosting the cubs and beavers. This has allowed us to continue the
meetings and programme of activities with very little impact. Hopefully in
the autumn we can return and help at the church fayre.

Liz Bennett
Assistant Scout Leader, 10th Chippenham Air Scouts
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Letter from Uncle Eustace: On how to survive a residential 
conference
My dear Nephew Darren,
I am glad you enjoyed your conference, but please do not be deluded into
thinking that conferences are there to teach you anything. Conferences exist to
provide another entry on your CV, to give you time off while flattering yourself
that you are working, and to make the person leading it feel that their life is not
wholly pointless.

There are certain useful points you need to learn for conferences. First,
about half the attendees will have been together only the previous week
attending another conference in another part of the country. They will be eager,
enthusiastic, and overflowing with management platitudes. Avoid them at all
costs. Should one of them say to you: ‘expect the unexpected’ you have my
permission to strangle them. They won’t have expected that!

Secondly, when you are all asked to go through that ghastly process of
introducing yourselves to everyone else, make it up. I think the last time I was
obliged to do this, I became a butcher specialising in exporting offal to Saudi
Arabia. All your clerical colleagues will then panic that they have turned up for
the wrong course and the leader will make sure that you are not asked another
single question throughout the event. Both outcomes are satisfying.

Thirdly, do realise that when you are asked to divide into small discussion
groups, it means that the conference leader has run out of ideas about what to
do next. Do not, at all costs, volunteer to be chairman. It only means that when
you have to report back – and if the leaders use the word ‘plenary’, then by all
means contemplate strangling them also – you will be involved in sticking
sheets of paper on to walls, which will then rip off the wallpaper when you try
to remove them.

You will also have the embarrassment of finding that every felt tip pen
you try to use will be empty, and what you thought were the conclusions your
group had arrived at will be volubly contradicted by all the other members.

No, if you are ever obliged to attend another course, take a good book,
enough claret to cover every evening away, and develop a debilitating illness
that, while enabling you to attend every meal, obliges you to retreat to your
room for the rest of the day. You will leave having learned as much on whatever
the topic was as your colleagues, but you will return refreshed and eager to
make the next booking.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)



Down
1  ‘Before the — crows, you will 
disown me three times’ (Matthew 
26:75) (4)
2  Relating to the books of the Bible 
between Acts and Revelation (9)
3  ‘They have — the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we don’t know where they 
have put him!’ (John 20:2) (5)
4  Belief (5)
5  ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 
250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 
30:23) (4)
6  ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for 
the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)
10 A seer (anag.) (5)
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ 
(Psalm 139:10) (5)
12 The wild variety was part of John 
the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5)
13 A non-Greek speaker who was 
looked down on by civilized people 
(Colossians 3:11) (9)
14 Famous 1950s musical whose 
characters included members of
16 Across, — and Dolls (4)
15 The province from which Paul 
wrote to the Corinthians (1 
Corinthians 16:19) (4)
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway 
with a linen cord and a measuring —
— his hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2)
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not 
harden your hearts as you did in the 
rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5)
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two 
Israelite spies on the roof of her house 
(Hebrews 11:31) (5)
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, 
— and love. But the greatest of these 
is love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4)
23 ‘God has numbered the days of 
your reign and brought it to an end’ 
(Daniel 5:26) (4)

715Crossword
Answers on page 16

Across
1 ‘If you love those who love you, what — is
that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6)
4 ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts
27:19) (6)
7 The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4)
8 He was the head Levite in charge of the
singing when the ark of God was brought
back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8)
9 Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8)
13 Solicit money or food from passers by
(Acts 3:2) (3)
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission
became in 1878 (9,4)
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation
(1,1,1)
19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever.
— — I will praise you’ (Psalm 145:1–2) (5,3)
24 Simon had (anag.) (8)
25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4)
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking
to resuscitate do this seven times before
opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6)
27 The belly and thighs of the statue in
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of this
(Daniel 2:32) (6)
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Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas

February 6th        Holy Communion.  3.30pm

February 20th Evensong with Communion 3.30pm

March 6th Holy Communion 3.30pm

Sheila Laurence 01249 740687

100 Club Draw

September: £100: 17 £40: 9     £25: 25

Margaret Harrison

From the Registers
Baptism
9th January 2022 – Charlotte Rose McCarthy:

Funerals
23rd December 2021 – Gwenda Stone
24th January 2022 – Liz Fox

ACROSS:1,Credit.4,Tackle.7,Cain.8,Kenaniah.9,Strength.13,Beg.16,
SalvationArmy.17,ARC.19,Everyday.24,Admonish.25,Dire.26,
Sneeze.27,Bronze.
DOWN:1,Cock.2,Epistolic.3,Taken.4,Tenet.5,Cane.6,Leave.10,
Erase.11,Guide.12,Honey.13,Barbarian.14,Guys.15,Asia.18,Rodin.
20,Voice.21,Rahab.22,Hope.23,Mene.
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Parish Directory

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key (01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham@gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spencer 651565

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris 812945
Gavin Macrae 659922

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick 657233
Mauricechadwick25@gmail.com

Church Administrator
Jen Corton 655947

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25@gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace@hotmail.com

Head Server
Michael Sammes 654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot 463230

Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton 660235

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Pip Higman 247269
Pip@higman.eu

PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas)
Sheila Laurence 740687

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris 812945
chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot 463230
Sue Wood 650478

Treasurer (St. Nicolas’)
Wendy Reeves 650622

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford 812190

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer 651565

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer 651565

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves 650622

Giving Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

Groups and 
Organisations at 

St. Andrew’s

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25@gmail.com

Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson 658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer 651565

100 Club
Margaret Harrison 652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis 443779

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie@cdjm.co.uk

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666 

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer 651565

Organ Rebuild Committee
Chris Higman
Chris@higman.eu
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To make arrangements for 
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of 
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or 
Church or concerts and events, 

please email us at 
st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk

mailto:standrews.ssafeguarding@outlook.com


When You Pray . . . .

To say “I believe in God” means that there is Someone who
surrounds me, embraces me everywhere, and loves me,
Someone who knows me better than I do myself, deep down
in my heart, where not even my beloved can reach, Someone
who knows the secrets of all mystery and where all roads lead.

19Final Thoughts

Leonardo Boff 
(b.1938)

Brazilian Liberation 
Theologian

A Final Word
This certainly was an enjoyable edition of the Herald to edit –
there seems to be a real ‘energy’ as events return and worship
gets back to a semblance of normal after all that has happened
over the past two years. I certainly feel rather optimistic in
terms of the pandemic and hope to be able to finally return to
Chippenham and St. Andrew’s over the summer (Hera and I
were very sorry that our planned visit in January had to be
postponed but we cannot wait to see everybody).

While editing the magazine, I listened to Rachmaninoff’s
beautiful Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (in Russian!). It is so
peaceful. I pray that Mr. Putin hears it and reflects upon his
dangerous behaviour on the Eastern borders of Ukraine. I pray
for enduring peace in Europe and across the world.
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I am not alone in this open universe with
all my questions for which no one offers
me a satisfactory answer. That Someone is
with me, and exists for me, and I exist for
that Someone and in that Someone’s
presence. Believing in God means saying:
there exists an ultimate tenderness, an
ultimate bosom, an infinite womb, in
which I can take refuge and finally have
peace in the serenity of love.



Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow the latest 
Covid guidelines and rules. 

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham

9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who had
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.

10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will occur in a safe
way according to the latest guidelines and rules.

Evening Service – 6:30pm Second Sunday of Month

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas

Evening Service at 3.30pm on 1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month during the winter months October to
March, otherwise at 6.30pm April to September.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531


