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Welcome

THE

ST. ANDREW’S
HERALD
Parish Priest:
Rod Key
652788
Vicarage: 54a St Mary Street
Curate
Anton Campbell
revanton@ outlook.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spencer

651565

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris
Gavin Macrae

812945
659922

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick
Mauricechadwick25@ gmail.com

Church Administrator
Jen Corton
655947
Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25@ gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947
Open Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri
Morning for general enquiries
and Monday 6pm-6:30pm for
Wedding and Christenings
enquiries
To get in touch or book the Hall,
please email us at kingalfredhall@
gmail.com

What’s on your list?
I wonder if, with what has gone on over
the last two years, you were to compare
a Christmas list you might write now to
one you may have written two years
ago, how different they might look.
Perhaps less “things” on it this time and
more “time with people”, perhaps less
“material” and more “physical”,
perhaps less “me” and more “us”?
As I consider several interactions over
the year there has been a notable shift
in perspective and priorities for a lot of
people. Those who have stopped
travelling 2 hours to get to work
because having lunch with a partner is
suddenly a higher priority. Perhaps
being able to work from home and walk
to school and back at the start and end
of the day is now more enticing than a
long commute, perhaps the loss of
earnings forcing us to reconsider what
we do “need” and what we don’t
“need”.

Welcome

Whatever your position is and however your priorities may
have changed over the years, one thing remains steadfast
and secure. The love of a God who came to earth in the
person of Jesus Christ to bring a new hope, a new way of
living, a new set of priorities for us to consider.
As I look forward to what Christmas may bring, it being my
first one off with my children (thank you Rod!), I look
forward to the joy and laughter that I hope to hear, the
mess of the house that a random selection of decorations,
lights, crib sets, and if I’m unlucky tinsel, will bring. I hope
I have time to stop and remember why we celebrate
Christmas. To whom it is our focus should be and indeed
to be reminded that the focus moves swiftly from the Cribb
to the Cross.
So, as we travel through the advent
season we will, one hopes, share
candles and carols, Christingles and
Cribbs, mulled wine and mince pies
(a guarantee if you find yourself in St
Andrews at some point!) and spend
time with friends and family, perhaps
some who we have not seen for
some time. I hope you do so, safely,
assured of our love, assured of
Christ’s love and may this advent
time be a blessing to you and those
you love and pray for.
-Anton
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Christmas at St. Andrew’s

Christmas Services and St. Andrew’s
and St. Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas

Sunday 19th December
St Andrew’s, Chippenham
Crib Service and Christingle 4pm
St Nicholas’, Tytherton Lucas
Carol Service 6.30pm

Christmas Eve

St Andrew's
Carols by candlelight 7pm
Midnight Mass 11.30pm

Christmas Day
St Nicholas’ 9am
St Andrew's 10.30am

Boxing Day
St Andrew's 9am

Christmas at St. Andrew’s

St. Andrew’s Church
Market Place, Chippenham

Carols & Readings
Around the Piano
on

Thursday 9th December 2021
at 7.30pm
Theme: The return of Christmas Carols & Poems.
followed by

Mince Pies & Mulled Wine
Come, Join Us
All Welcome - bring your Family & Friends
for this Annual Get-Together
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Taizé

Letter to the Editor - Taizé
Taizé evening prayer is back at Saint Andrews after a long
Covid-induced interruption.
Taking place in the evening after the earlier remembrance
day service and parade it provided all present with an oasis
of calm and reflection, a feeling of togetherness and yet, at
the same time, solitary meditation and thought. Candlelight
from the candles thoughtfully arranged in front of the alter
on the church floor pushing away the evening gloom set the
mood perfectly for this very personal way to worship.
I had known nothing of Taizé before Rod introduced it a few
years ago but have learned about it from the occasional
services he has put into our calendar. Prayerful reflection
and gentle calm is the essence and if anyone would feel a
benefit from that in these still troubled times, perhaps they
should give it a try?

Barry Hayward
Evening service will recommence on the
second Sunday of the month starting January

Knit and Natter
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St Nicholas’ Knit and Natter Group
The knit and natter group were unable to meet during
2020. Nevertheless we continued to spend much of our
time making hats, scarves and mittens for the Operation
Christmas Child annual collection, in addition we
continued producing sheep for Eryl’s Christmas pilgrimage.
This year we have been able to meet on a fairly regular
basis, at first in a garden and later indoors. At the
beginning of the year we were able to present 160 knitted
sheep to Eryl ready for use whenever they are needed.
After many years the group has decided to retire from
sheep production. We hope that Eryl will find a new team
when she next needs one.
Sadly the Operation Christmas Child collections are no
longer continuing in this area, however,the group
continues to meet to knit and produce articles for charity
shops and care homes which are always gratefully
welcomed,
especially
as
winter
approaches.
Pat Holtham
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Fair Trade Update

Fairtrade Farmers at COP26
I felt privileged the other day to watch a Fairtrade
Foundation video and hear the voices of three young
farmers who had participated in the COP26 Climate
Conference in Glasgow. Beyond explaining the hardships
of farming in areas at the forefront of the climate crisis,
these admirable young speakers delivered some extremely
inspiring messages:
Bismark Kpabitey, a cocoa farmer from Ghana, spoke
about the ambitious reforestation work he has been
championing in his region. “This is the time we have to
fight hard,” he said. “We, the producers, are already
committed on the ground to adapt to climate issues.” He
urged us to join them.
Rachel Banda, sugar farmer from Malawi, answered a
question from a concerned young schoolboy with great
compassion and enthusiasm: “The future is bright,” she
reassured him. “Come on! We’ll face it together!”
Muniraju Shivanna, sugar farmer from India, reminded us
of the need for developed nations to support those in the
global South with investments in sustainable agriculture.
He emphasised the fact that we rely on small and
marginalised farmers for up to 90% of our food. A sobering
statistic indeed. He spoke of the need for a strong,
committed global Fairtrade community.

Fair Trade Update

As a Fairtrade church, we at St Andrew’s have, of course,
pledged to play a significant role in building and
sustaining such a community and I should once again like
to thank all the loyal supporters of our fair trade stall for
their continued support and encouragement.
Finally, as we enter the period of Advent with its promise
of hope and peace and light in the darkness, I should like
to promote a seasonal project involving a whole host of
world-changing organisations. The Injustice Advent
Calendar offers us the opportunity to receive, by email, a
different action each day to create positive change.
Participating organisations include Traidcraft Exchange,
Open Doors, Labour behind the Label, Macmillan Cancer
Support. If you are interested in receiving these daily
messages, you can sign up at:
https://traidcraftexchange.org/injustice-advent-calendar
Wishing you a blessed and hope-filled Advent!
Debbie Warren
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100 Club Draw

CONGRATULATIONS to Mrs Liz Fox who won the top
£100 prize in the St Andrew’s 100 Club Draw on 10th
November – the day of her 89th birthday no less!
Liz has been such a long standing, committed worker,
supporter and member of St. Andrew’s for many many years,
so it was fitting for her to win this prize on her special day.
The St. Andrew's 100 Club Draw takes place once a month,
with prizes of £100; £40 & £25. Please see pg 16 for the
latest numbers and speak to Margaret Harrison if you would
like to enter the next draw.

Kittiwake

11

Kittiwake – Friends of Syrian War Refugees
We are a group of volunteers from Chippenham or nearby, with various experience of
teaching adults and/or children. Under the government’s scheme to bring 20,000 Syrian
refugees from camps in Lebanon and Jordan into the UK, some 20 adults arrived in the
Chippenham area with their young families. Not long after, our group of volunteers was
formed to support the adults in learning English and to help them adapt to life in the UK.
A range of English as a Second Language courses is provided by the college, and we
have tried to complement them by reinforcing the topics covered. We also provide basic
teaching in English for those who arrive without enough English to cope easily at college.
Some students are illiterate in Arabic making it difficult for them to be assimilated even into a
college beginner’s group!
Some of our students have been with us for five years and it has been a pleasure to see
them settle so well into life in our area. Some of the men now have jobs, most of the women
have passed their driving tests (ahead of some of the men!) and most of the children are
thriving in local schools (speaking English better than the grownups).
We’ve just resumed teaching as a group and have spent our first few weeks, based in
the King Alfred Hall on Friday mornings between 11 and 12:30. Most teachers have returned,
although a few had to take greater care during the pandemic and will not come back, but our
students still number 20 (and rising!). We run a creche for 6 or so children under 5.
Teachers and creche assistants all volunteer their services. Money to cover our expenses
comes to us through donations and occasional events – we won first places in Calne and
Devizes Carnivals before the pandemic and had collections towards funds! Currently, our
most urgent need is for volunteers to help out at our creche. We’d like to get to the point
where we don’t have to rely on the same people every week.
If you are interested in our work and would like to assist us in any way, particularly
with our creche, please get in touch with me.
Thank you - Eryl (emwspencer143@btinternet.com)
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Letter from Uncle Eustace

Letter from Uncle Eustace: On the peril of choosing new
kneelers
My dear Nephew Darren,

After all these years, I now understand why the non-conformist
denominations sit down, rather than kneel, to say their prayers. That way, no
decisions have to be taken over the number, size, shape, colour, material and
design of kneelers in church.
Our present set was donated by a retired Major-General in 1899 to
celebrate the Relief of Mafeking, and after more than a century of use by the
pious and not-so-devout has taken its toll. Like certain members of our
congregation, they now look a little worse for wear. Many have sprung leaks, so
that when used, a jet of flocking is emitted all over the clothes of their
neighbour, who then leaves Mattins looking like a Yeti.
Other kneelers have been occupied by grateful mice, who find them most
congenial for nesting and who leave in high umbrage, creating chaos as Miss
Mapp chases them down the aisle with her umbrella; that this provides her with
the perfect excuse to leave before the sermon is, I am sure, entirely
coincidental. The final straw came when my own, by some quirk in its design,
now sounds like a whoopee cushion every time I kneel. It may cause the
choirboys much amusement, but it lends nothing to the dignity of our worship.
So, we have decided to have a completely new set – and therein lies the
problem. Who makes them? What will be the designs? Who co-ordinates the
whole project? There is enough here to occupy the combined minds of our
Church Council for the next Millennium and there will be enough scheming,
manoeuvring, signing of non-aggression pacts and formation of tactical truces
to make the United Nations look like amateurs. Unfortunately, we do not have
the ecclesiastical equivalents of the blue berets to enforce peace.
The more patriotic members of the congregation have suggested they all
show the Union Jack – presumably so they can be waved at appropriate
moments in our services; one belligerent individual wants to see depictions of
St Michael slaughtering the dragon, John the Baptist’s head on a platter and
other such tasteful scenes; on the other hand, dear Miss Timmins wants them all
to depict doves or small fluffy creatures, which would make the church look
more like pets corner.
Cutting through these vital issues, I have suggested that the
entire congregation converts to Roman Catholicism…. and then
we could stand for our prayers and do without kneelers entirely.

Your loving uncle, Eustace

(The Rectory, St. James the Least)

Crossword

11 Provisional meeting place of God and the
Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got
caught in a tree during a battle with his
father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of
South America in the 15th and early 16th
centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian
extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the
Germans in Brussels, Nurse Edith ____ (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb
and unleavened bread, was the Passover
menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11)
(4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace
in his well-known hymn (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

DOWN
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is
good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man flees though
no one pursues, but the righteous
are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs
28:1) (4)
3
One of the exiles, a
descendant of Parosh, who
married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when
Saul killed the rest of his family
and
joined David (1 Samuel
22:19ñ20) (8)
5
City and lake in Central
Switzerland (7)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living
________, holy and pleasing to
God’
(Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses
(Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government
by God (8)
14
Aromatic
substance
commonly used in Jewish ritual
(Exodus 30:1)
(7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is
truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will ____ his
people
from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21)
(4)

Answers on page 16

ACROSS
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Another Year of the Herald

The Herald in 2021

It remains a real pleasure to edit our Church magazine. Especially since
moving to Singapore, I greatly enjoy the enduring connection that I feel to St.
Andrew’s and Chippenham every month when I edit the Herald. And when
choosing the front cover it is nice to be reminded that seasons do exist in some
parts of the world! Thank you to everybody who has contributed articles,
photographs and any other content this year. See you in 2022!
Remy Osman, Editor

Events at St. Andrew’s
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EVENTS AT ST ANDREW’S
Sat 4 December
Thurs 9 December
Sat 11 December
Sat 11 December
Thurs 16 December
Sat 18 December

7.30pm
7.30pm
10.00am
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Concert in Aid of Bristol Children’s Hospice
Carols around the Piano
Coffee Morning in Aid of Church Flowers
Village Singers
Chippenham Male Voice Choir
Chippenham Rotary Concert

Christian Meditation
The Christian Meditation Group are once again every Thursday at
7:30pm for 30 miutes of silent meditation. Hosted at 2 Baydon’s Lane,
Chippenham. Contact Michael Sammes (654608)

Events at the King Alfred Hall
Sat 11 December

10.00– 15.00 Craft Fair

Parish Noticeboard

Parish Noticeboard
From the Registers

Funeral
25th October 2021 - Susan Tutcher

Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
December 5th, 3:30pm
tea and cake

St Nicholas Day Service followed by

December 19th, 6pm

Carols and Readings

December 25th, 9am

Christmas Day communion

Our Curate, Anton Campbell will be taking the St Nicholas Day
service so do come and meet him.
Sheila Laurence 01249 740687

100 Club Draw
September:

£100: 14

£40: 68

£25: 83

Margaret Harrison

DOWN: 1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah. 4, Abiathar. 5, Lucerne. 6,
Sacrifices. 9, Saddlebags. 12, Theocrat. 14, Incense. 16, Pilate. 19,
Exist. 20, Save.
ACROSS: 1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom. 8, Incas. 10, Roes. 11,
Captured. 13, Fright. 15, Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb. 21, Sonar.
22, Amazing. 23, Settlement.
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Groups and
Organisations at
St. Andrew’s

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key
(01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham@gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spencer
Churchwardens
Jenny Norris
Gavin Macrae

651565
812945
659922

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick 657233
Mauricechadwick25@gmail.com

Church Administrator
Jen Corton
655947
Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25@gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman

remyworldpeace@hotmail.com

Head Server
Michael Sammes

654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

To make arrangements for
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or
Church or concerts and events,
please email us at
st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot
463230
Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton
660235
PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Pip Higman
247269
Pip@higman.eu
PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas)
Sheila Laurence
740687
PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris
812945
chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25@gmail.com
Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson

658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer

651565

100 Club
Margaret Harrison

652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis
443779

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot
463230
Sue Wood
650478

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie@cdjm.co.uk

Treasurer (St. Nicolas’)
Wendy Reeves
650622

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford
812190

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer
651565

PCC Sub-Committees

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer
651565

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves

650622

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward

Giving Officer
Ros Harford

812190

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer
651565

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford
812190
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

653322

653322

Organ Rebuild Committee
Chris Higman
Chris@higman.eu

Final Reflections
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When You Pray . . . .
Give us, O God, the vision which can see
your love in the world in spite of human failure.
Give us the faith to trust your goodness
in spite of our ignorance and weakness.
Give us understanding hearts and strength
to do what each of us can to set forward
the coming of the day of universal peace.
Michael Sammes writes…
I do remember the broadcast (we were in Zambia at
the time!). There was huge anxiety because the
astronauts had to fire their rockets for a very specific
time while round the far side of the Moon and out of
contact with the Earth. If they had got it wrong, their
spacecraft would either have missed the earth on the
way back of burned up on re-entry. They got it right,
and I like to think they were taken care of.

Frank Borman

(b. 1922)
Apollo 8 Astronaut

Christmas Eve 1968 AD
While in lunar orbit, the
astronauts read from the Book of
Genesis and witnessed the first
ever sighting of the Earth rising.

Wishing you a very happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year

Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow the latest
Covid guidelines and rules.

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham
9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who had
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.
10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will occur in a safe
way according to the latest guidelines and rules.

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas
Evening Service at 3.30pm on 1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month during the winter months October to
March, otherwise at 6.30pm April to September.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531

