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The new Easter Blockbuster

“The world doesn’t deserve your protection.”

“It’s not about what you deserve, it’s about what
you believe. And I believe in love.”

A quote from St Theresa? St Francis of Assisi? Or
maybe Hildegard of Bingen?

No. Wonder Woman, actually.

And she’s not the only Superhero to be a thinly
veiled expression of the Christian gospel.
Superman sent from a distant galaxy to save the
world. Captain America who has died and been
reborn. The Jedi’s cosmic battle with evil …

But Wonder Woman is my favourite – not
because of the costume, but because of her
battle-cry, “I’m a believer!”

She also wears – pretty much – St Paul’s “whole
armour of God”; the Lasso (sword) of Truth, the
Breastplate (arm-plates) of Righteousness, and
the Shield of Faith… I could go on. And this is a
mainstream Hollywood Blockbuster.

mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com
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I find it fascinating that a generation that has outwardly
rejected the Good News of faith has, lo and behold, had to
reinvent its own mythologies in order to affirm the very
same thing: there is good and evil in the world and good
triumphs, not through might, but through love and
compassion. Through the cross. All superheroes have to
come through suffering to their triumph.

It would be easy to criticize the generation that likes
everything in comic book form (and these heroes date from
the 1950’s, so that’s all of us!) for easy consumption, but in
reality we, the church, have failed to connect the Good
News with the daily experience of life for most of the
western world.

There can be no more exciting, vibrant and compelling a
story than the Easter victory; and I challenge you to find any
aspect of a Superhero story – from Doctor Who to Superted
– that isn’t already there in the Christian faith, imbedded in
the mystery of God’s great drama of salvation. We have a
wonderful, epic story to tell. And the best thing about it –
our story is true.

Happy Easter, everyone.

-Rod
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Holy Week and Easter at St. Andrew’s
(All services subject to change, if Covid guidance requires)

Sunday 28th March — Palm Sunday and 
start of Holy Week
9 am Said Eucharist

10.30 am Parish Eucharist with dramatic reading of the 
Passion Story

Holy Monday 29th March
12 noon Stations of the Cross (1-4)
8 pm Night Prayer and reflection

Holy Tuesday 30th March 
12 noon Stations of the Cross (5-7)
8 pm Night Prayer and reflection

Holy Wednesday 31st March
12 noon Stations of the Cross (8-11)

8 pm Night Prayer and reflection

Maundy Thursday 1st April
12 noon Stations of the Cross (12-14)

7.30 pm Informal Eucharist—we remember Jesus 
washing his disciples’ feet, and his gift of himself to us in 
bread & wine on the night of the Last Supper.  At the end 
of the service, around 8.30 pm, there is a time of silent 

prayer - ”The Watch” - when we recall Jesus in the 
garden of Gethsemane.   You are welcome to stay as 

short or long a time as you wish. 
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Good Friday 2nd April
9.30 am—11 am Children’s “Way of the Cross” and 

Easter Gardens
[10 am United Service at Central Methodist Church

11 am March of Witness through the town—ending at the 
Buttercross] To be confirmed

2 pm—3 pm “The Last Hour” in St Andrew’s

Sunday 4th April—Easter Day
6.15am New Fire of Easter in the Churchyard, 

eastern end
9 am Said Eucharist

10.30am Festival Eucharist.

St Nicholas, Tytherton Lucas
(Provisional)

Palm Sunday, 6.30pm - Evening Prayer with communion
Good Friday 19th April, 10am - Good Friday Service

Easter Day Sunday 21st April, 6pm - Holy Communion
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Charitable giving has been a feature of human interaction for 
centuries, many are never picked up on “the radar” but some are 
very much better known. One of these is the story of Maud Heath 

whose legacy still benefits local people today even though it is well in 
excess of 500 years since her bequest.  -Barry Hayward

MAUD HEATH
It is an exceptional incident that a town should be benefited
by two such public paths as the Borough causeway to the
south and Maud Heath’s causeway to the north of
Chippenham. The first, through the forest, was a creation of
paramount necessity and is as old as Chippenham itself and
was created and maintained by the borough. The second
dates from the end of the fifteenth century, was constructed
at the cost of a private individual and has ever since been
supported by her benefaction.

Maud Heath deserves honourable remembrance amongst
the benefactors of Wiltshire. About the year 1474 she
devised houses and land in and near Chippenham to certain
trustees, who were empowered to form a raised causeway
(or as it was always called – a causey) from Wick Hill , in
the parish of Bremhill, to the limits of Langley Burrell
adjoining Chippenham. Her will is a narrow strip of
parchment, in Latin, containing around six lines. She was a
widow and is always spoken of as, of Langley Burrell. The
tradition is, that being a market woman (though she herself
would have had little difficulty in travelling from Langley
Burrell to Chippenham market) yet, she had regard to her
friends from Bremhill and the neighbouring hamlets who
were wont to flounder, basket, butter, eggs and market
women altogether, in the perilous plashy flats, inundated by
the river Avon.
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Therefore of her bounty she provided a safe, dry pathway for
all travellers in all weathers, through all time. The length of
causeway is 4.5 miles. Where it begins on Wick Hill there is a
pillar inscribed;

“FROM THIS WICK HILL BEGINS THE PRAISE
OF MAUD HEATH’S GIFT TO THESE HIGHWAYS.”

On the neighbouring eminence, which provides a magnificent
prospect, stands a column crowned with an effigy of Maud
Heath, in a sitting posture, on her head a heavy coiffure, in her
hand a staff and by her side a basket. An inscription attests that
the memorial was raised by Lord Lansdowne and Canon
Bowles, who added the lines;

“THOU WHO DO PAUSE ON THIS AERIAL HEIGHT,
WHERE MAUD HEATH‘S PATHWAY WINDS IN SHADE

OR LIGHT –
CHRISTIAN WAYFARER IN A WORLD OF STRIFE,
BE STILL, AND PONDER ON THE PATH OF LIFE.”

Midway of the causeway, near the bridge on the Avon, is
another pillar about 14 feet high, erected by the Feoffees in
1698, with many inscriptions:

“To the memory of the worthy MAUD HEATH of Langley 
Burrell Spinster* who in the year of grace 1474 for the good of 
travellers did in charity bestow in land and houses about Eight 
pound a year forever to be laid out on the highway and causey 

leading from Wick Hill to Chippenham Clift.” 

*Her will designates her – VIDUA – i.e. – WIDOW.
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On the East ;
VOLAT TEMPUS

Oh, early passenger, look up – be wise –
And think how night and day, Time onward flies.

On the South;
QVUM TEMPUS HABEMUS OPEREMUR BONUM
Life steals away, this hour, oh man, is lent to thee;

Patiently work the will of he that sent thee.

On the west;
REDIBO---TU NUNQUAM

Haste traveller, the sun is sinking now ;
He shall return, but never thou.

At the extreme south end of the causeway, where Langley
Burrell touches Chippenham, there stood in times past, a
stone pillar on a mound, which was an important and noted
land mark, and was known by name as CHIPPENHAM
CLIFT. It bore a tablet with the inscription ;

HITHER EXTENDETH MAUD HEATH’S GIFT
FOR WHERE I STAND IS CHIPPENHAM CLIFT

Both Pillar and Clift have disappeared (the tablet remains). It
was an act of apathetic barbarism (whether committed by
the local board or Maud Heath’s trust) to subvert this
ancient monument.

The destruction of “Chippenham Clift” is akin to the deed of
crude vandalism which utterly swept away almost the last
memorial of ancient Chippenham by the removal of the Old
Shambles.

As we know more vandalism would follow as late as the
20th century with the demolition of River Street and the
Town Bridge.
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Design Competition

Use your lockdown time and your arty skills to
design a new St Andrews birthday card!

Here is the brief:
• Any size but reduceable to A6, design to be

visually associated with St. Andrew’s
• Any medium: ink, charcoal, pencil, crayon,

watercolour, acrylic, oil, photography, collage
……

• Suitable for giving to all ages (1-111)
• Competition is open to everyone in the wider St

Andrews community
• We will use your design to make birthday cards

for giving over the next year or so.

Please give your entry to Sue Hollands, Ros 
Harford or Rod by 21 March or leave in the box at 

the back of the church.

There will be an exhibition of entries on Palm
Sunday.

The winner will be announced at Easter; Prize - a
selection of Traidcraft goodies to suit the winner!

Elizabeth Bloom
blumblooms @ hotmail.com

mailto:blumblooms@hotmail.com
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Soap for Schools

A big thank you to everyone who joined our Covid appeal, whuch is
supporting the distribution of 150,000 bars of soap to 150 rural
Kenyan schools.

These schools are miles along deeply rutted dirt tracks. We let the
Head Teacher and the local Community Health Worker in each area
know we are coming. Once word spreads that free soap will be
available, thousands of people come to school and form a very long
queue.

The Kenyan government has been telling everyone to wash their hands
properly, but what if you haven’t got any soap, and you don’t have any
cash to buy soap?

WellBoring’s partners Colgate already do a lot of work to teach pupils
about tooth brushing. They noticed we had already distributed soap
and asked us if we would like some of the million bars they planned to
donate to Kenya. That’s where the 150,00 bars of soap came in.

When we visit each school, we check on our well, distribute soaps, do
a bit of hand-washing training, and encourage water access to the
wider community.

We are planning to step up our hygiene education programme once
schools reopen. For many years, I have pressed us to stick to water
provision, which remains important, but the current climate presents a
need, and an opportunity to develop better hygiene habits too.

Nigel Linacre
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Fair Trade – Seven Snippets

Here are seven fair-trade-themed snippets to encourage and
challenge us as a Fairtrade church:

1. 1 stands for 1 million. Despite the challenges of the pandemic,
and despite nearly folding two years ago, Traidcraft is still going
strong. In fact the new slimmed-down, non-hierarchical plc
business model has proved to be remarkably fluid and
adaptable. A record £1 million of sales was achieved in
November 2020.

2. 2 stands for two exciting new products. While much of the
recent news from India has focused on the struggles of farmers
to earn a living during the pandemic, it is wonderful to be able
to add two Indian-grown food items to our Traidcraft selection:
fair trade and organic red lentils and Toor Dahl (yellow split
lentils). Available in 500g bags. Coming soon.

3. 3 is the number of products which have proved to be unlikely
heroes in helping Traidcraft plc to expand their customer base
during the pandemic. The company has reported a large
increase in the number of direct mail customers, many of
whom first discovered Traidcraft when searching online for
suppliers of toilet rolls, pasta and rice during lockdown 1.

4. 4 is the number of positive outcomes cited by women
participating in a Traidcraft Exchange programme in rural
Bangladesh. The programme has: 1) given them a voice; 2)
enabled them to contribute economically to their communities;
3) taken the pressure off male breadwinners; 4) led to a
significant decrease in cases of domestic violence.
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5. 5 stands for £500,000, the amount which Traidcraft
Exchange is hoping to raise this year in its Recovery
Appeal: for ‘climate resilience’ work with marginalised
producers in Tanzania and Bangladesh whose
livelihoods have been devastated by floods, drought and
deforestation.

6. 6 is for 65%: the percentage of biscuits apparently eaten
with a hot drink in the UK. As it says on the packaging
of Traidcraft’s Fair Break chocolate chip cookies,
“Wouldn’t it be great if they were all fair trade!”

7. 7 stands for 7th of March: the last day of Fairtrade
Fortnight this year. In lieu of our usual Fairtrade Coffee
Morning (at St Andrew’s coffee shop), I should like to
encourage you to explore the Fairtrade Foundation’s
Festival of Climate, Fairtrade and You
(fairtrade.org.uk/choose-the-world-you-want/) where you
can register for a number of fascinating online events.
NB these are also available ‘on demand’ after the event
date.

Finally, Traidcraft’s new Spring 2021 catalogue is now out. I
shall be leaving multiple copies at the back of church.
Please feel free to take one home to browse at your leisure.
You can make your orders (eg staple food items, beautiful
craft products for Mothering Sunday gifts, Fairtrade Easter
eggs) directly from Traidcraft (traidcraftshop.co.uk) or by
emailing them to me: debbie@cdjm.co.uk. Thank you for
continuing to support Traidcraft in these challenging times.

God bless!
Debbie Warren

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/choose-the-world-you-want
http://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/


14 Letter from Uncle Eustace

Letter from Uncle Eustace: On how to deflect those staff
appraisals

My dear Nephew Darren,
So, your vicar has introduced staff appraisal for all the officers who

work for your church, including yourself. It seems a very dangerous
innovation; as far as I am concerned, ministry is only successful when
parishioners have no idea what the clergy get up to.

I imagine that he will look at the number of services you take in a
year. Funerals can only be increased if you resort to murder, which is
likely to be frowned on – although I have been sorely tempted during
endless church council meetings. Perhaps if you take a flask of water
wherever you go and if you find a baby unattended, you could resort to a
spontaneous baptism. That would get your numbers up, even if returning
mothers may marvel at the highly localised and brief shower that seemed
to have taken place over the pram.

Visiting targets are easily increased. Compile a list of when
parishioners will be out and call on those days; a card through their
letterbox will prove to your vicar that you were there. Should they happen
to be in, mention that you are collecting for the organ fund and they will
immediately excuse themselves for an important appointment. You are
then free to move on to clock another visit.

Your vicar is also bound to want to see the congregation increasing.
This is not sustainable, and you should put a stop to such ambitions at
once. It is easily done. All you have to do is to approach your friends at
the local football club and bribe them with your homemade beer to come
along to church several Sunday mornings in a row. If you give them
enough beer BEFORE the service, they will be likely to make just enough
muted disruption as to leave your vicar a bit rattled, and thinking that
perhaps after all, ‘less’ is ‘more’ when it comes to the congregation.

But whatever you do, make sure that you never preach a better
sermon than he does. You don’t want anyone thanking you at the door for
your ‘so interesting sermon’ in front of him, when they have been sleeping
through his sermons for years. If you offend the vicar this way, he will take
swift revenge, and ask you to organise the parish summer fete.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)



Down
1 Where some of the seed
scattered by the sower fell
(Matthew 13:4) (4)
2 Sexually immoral person
whom God will judge (Hebrews
13:4) (9)
3 Gospel leaflet (5)
4 Physical state of the boy
brought to Jesus for healing (Mark
9:18)
5 Tugs (anag.) (4)
6 To put forth (5)
10 Nationality associated with
St Patrick (5)
11 Leader of the descendants of
Kohath (1 Chronicles 15:5) (5)
12 ‘After this, his brother came
out, with his hand grasping —
heel’(Genesis 25:26) (5)
13 At Dothan the Lord struck
the Arameans with — at
Elisha’srequest (2 Kings 6:18) (9)
14 ‘Peter, before the cock crows
today, you will — three times
thatyou know me’ (Luke22:34) (4)
15 Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)
18 ‘When I — , I am still with
you’ (Psalm 139:18) (5)
20 Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)
21 Thyatira’s dealer in purple
cloth (Acts 16:14) (5)
22 Does (anag.) (4)
23 The second set of seven
cows in Pharaoh’s dream were
this(Genesis 41:19) (4)

715Crossword

Answers on page 16

Across
1 The earth is one (6)
4 ‘On a hill far away stood an old —
cross’ (6) 
7 ‘I am the — vine and my Father is the 
gardener’ (John 15:1) (4) 
8 The Caesar who was Roman Emperor 
at the time of Jesus’ birth(Luke 2:1) (8) 
9 ‘Your — should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus’(Philippians 2:5) (8) 
13 Jesus said that no one would put a 
lighted lamp under this(Luke 8:16) (3) 
16 Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13) 
17 Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3) 
19 Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding 
(Mark 5:11) (8)
24 What jeering youths called Elisha on 
the road to Bethel (2 Kings 2:23) (8)
25 The Venerable — , eighth-century 
Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4) 
26 8 Across issued a decree that this 
should take place (Luke 2:1) (6) 
27 Come into prominence (Deuteronomy 
13:13) (6)
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Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
(Holy Week and Easter)

Provisional - all services subject to change, if Covid guidance requires

Palm Sunday, 6.30pm - Evening Prayer with communion
Good Friday 19th April, 10am - Good Friday Service

Easter Day Sunday 21st April, 6pm - Holy Communion

Sheila Laurence
sheila.a.laurence@gmail.com, 01249 740687

100 Club Draw

Due to current lock-down restrictions, the Prize Draws for January and February 
2021 have not yet taken place. It is hoped to do a catch-up Draw for the three 

months on Wednesday March 10 and all winners will be notified.

During the last year we have been able to contribute funds towards the new 
Sanctuary carpet and also money to the Fabric fund from a total raised of 

£1845. With the reduced fund raising that has been possible this is a valuable 
sum and new members are always welcome. 

Jenny Norris & Margaret Harrison

From the Registers
Funeral:
28th January 2021 – Tony Bollen

ACROSS:1, Planet. 4, Rugged. 7, True. 8, Augustus. 9, Attitude. 13, Bed. 
16, Participation. 17, War. 19, Hillside. 24, Baldhead. 25, Bede. 26, 
Census. 27, Arisen. 
DOWN:1, Path. 2, Adulterer. 3, Tract. 4, Rigid. 5, Gust. 6, Exude. 10, 
Irish. 11, Uriel. 12, Esau’s. 13, Blindness. 14, Deny. 15, Spew. 18, Awake. 
20, Ideas. 21, Lydia. 22, Odes. 23, Lean.



17Advertisement



Parish Directory

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key (01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spener 651565
Margaret Gubbins 248757

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris 812945
Barry Hayward 653322

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick
Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Church Administrator
Sue Hollands 655947

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Magazine Distribution
Sue Haslop 323765

Head Server
Michael Sammes 654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot 463230

Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton 660235

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
TBC

PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence 740687

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris 812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot 463230
Wendy Reeves 650622

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford 812190

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer 651565

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer 651565

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves 650622

Giving Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

Health and Safety Officer
TBC

Groups and 
Organisations at 

St. Andrew’s

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson 658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer 651565

100 Club
Margaret Harrison 652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis 443779

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666 

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer 651565

Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com

18

To make arrangements for 
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of 
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or 
Church or concerts and events, 

please email us at 
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

mailto:standrews.ssafeguarding@outlook.com


When You Pray . . . .

Lord, let not our souls be busy inns that
have no room for thee or thine,
But quiet homes of prayer and praise,
where thou mayest find fit company.
Where the needful cares of life are wisely
ordered and put away,
And wide, sweet spaces kept for thee;
Where holy thoughts pass up and down
And fervent longings watch and wait thy
coming.

19Final Thoughts

Mother Julian 
of Norwich

(1342-c.1420)

A Final Word
Last month I wrote about how even during the tough Covid winter, we
could find hope and faith that just as spring will one day arrive, so too
will better days with the pandemic. A month on, it is wonderful to reflect
that almost everybody reading this will have had at least their first
vaccination jab, and the Prime Minister has now set out plans to ease
lockdown and enable us to be reunited with friends and family. It really
seems as if spring brings about new life. And I think that Easter this year -
especially as last year’s was not together in Church – will be particularly
poignant and moving as we rejoice in Christ’s triumph over death.

On a personal note, I feel that my prayers have been answered as I have
just recently received ‘in-principle’ approval to travel to Singapore where
I hope to get married to my fiancée Hera! This seemed so far off when
travel bans were imposed on the UK – so I feel very excited (and am
praying hard there will be no further barriers or hiccups on the way).

This sadly means that I will not be returning to St Andrew’s for a long
while as I begin my new life in Singapore. Nonetheless, I hope we keep
in touch and remain connected, as I will continue to edit this magazine.
I will forever hold our Church and the congregation in my heart, no
matter where in the world I am. God bless you all.

Remy Osman – Editor
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Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow strict social 
distancing regulations to specifically address the needs of people in 

different situations in our congregation:

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham

9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who have
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.

10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will occur in a safe
way according to the latest guidelines and rules.

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas
No services are being held during February due to lockdown

Correct at time of going to print, 24th January 2021, please check 
the website and the latest Government guidelines for any updates.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531


