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2 Welcome
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Opening Up

This is the month in which – if all goes to
plan – all Covid restrictions are lifted.
Imagine that!

We’ve managed to find ways – often very
effective and creative ways – to survive. The
grim reality of lockdown has been
punctuated by a surprising number of
positive outcomes – from awareness of our
environment and our carbon footprint to the
simple virtue of caring for our neighbour –
but I’ve not come across anyone who has
thoroughly enjoyed it.

In fact, if we were to lament rather than
rejoice on the day that restrictions end, we
might feel that we had indeed become a
victim of lockdown, so used to isolation that
the open world has become scary. And I
think there is a bit of me that wobbles at the
thought of all those face-to-face meetings
and committees again…

mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com


7Welcome 3

But the far greater emotion in me will be relief. Sharing the
Peace again in church, sharing communion with the one
bread and one cup, hugging not just my loved-ones, but all
the people who you know need a hug and normally
wouldn’t think twice about giving one. Shops, pubs and
theatres full of people.

And no masks. Opening up.

The 15th June last year is imprinted on my memory as the
day we could open up the church building again to
everyone after the first lockdown. And 5th July – the first
Sunday worship inside for everyone. And believe me, I
don’t ever want to go back to it being just me and Sue in
church offering a Sunday Eucharist on behalf of everyone.

But there is another opening up that we mustn’t overlook.
The opening of our minds to learn lessons from this
experience.

Just going back to the way things were before is never a
wise response to a new experience, however painful.
Humility, thankfulness, compassion, awareness of our inter-
relatedness – these are just a few of the things we might
take to heart more fully as we unlock.

As well as huge celebration of the strength of the human
spirit shown by our caring professions and so many, many
people who put others first from start to finish.

-Rod
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A better way to give regularly to the church
The PARISH GIVING SCHEME (PGS) provides a service for many UK
Dioceses, allowing people to make regular, planned donations to our
church by Direct Debit. Benefits of the scheme which cuts down admin
work for our Treasurer include

• Improved cash flow
• Reduced administrative burden as Gift Aid is claimed automatically &

paid into the church account each month

The cost of membership of PGS is entirely borne by the Diocese and is
free of charge for parishes – 100% of donations come directly back to our
parish from the PGS each month.

In summary the scheme:

• Collects regular donations for our parish
• Claims the Gift Aid entitlement on our behalf
• Pays the gross amount into our PCC account, usually within 10 days
• Donations can be made on a monthly quarterly or annual basis and

are collected securely by Direct Debit.
• You will be given a unique reference number and you can contact the

scheme to make any changes easily by phone or email.
• Undertakes a basic level of donor care
• Provides an option for donors to increase donations annually with

inflation

Further information can be found in leaflet form at the back of church, or
phone Ros Harford (Parish Giving Officer) on 01249-812190 or Wendy
Reeves (Gift Aid Officer) 01249-650622. If you decide to change your
usual way of giving to the PGS scheme, Gift Form can be completed on
line now: www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk our St. Andrew’s Parish Code is
050605127 (Chippenham St Andrew) Diocese: Bristol. Do remember to
cancel your existing Standing Order when you join the PGS scheme.

Ros & Wendy

http://www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk/
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Chippenham Church Lands Charity needs new Trustee

Chippenham Church Lands Charity (also known as the FEOFEES) is
a charity that administers funds which were historically gifted for
the benefit of St Andrews Church. Today the charity’s funds are in
the form of stocks and shares rather than land and are managed by
the stockbrokers Rathbones. Income from the investments
contributes to the funding of necessary maintenance of the fabric
of the Church

The Charity is now looking for a new Trustee. The trustees meet
three times during the year. In February when our Investment
Manager comes to St. Andrew’s to give a presentation on the
Fund’s performance during the previous year, (at the same time as
he gives a similar report to the PCC on St. Andrew’s funds.) In
April, when our Accountant from Monahans presents the previous
year’s accounts and then in July, when the Trustees assess the mid-
year position.

If you’d be interested in joining us and would like to know more
please get in touch with Jenny Norris (norrisjm2 @ gmail.com)

Dates for Diary

TRADITIONAL AFTERNOON TEA
In Aid of St Andrew’s Church Funds and Autumn Fayre
To be Held in King Alfred Hall on
Saturday 5th June and Saturday 3rd July

For COVID Compliance - Set times 2.30. to 3.30 or 4.00 to 5.00
Booking Essential – Please call Church Office on 01249 655947

AUTUMN FAYRE SATURDAY 2ND October 2021
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Support the 100 Club to raise Funds for the 
new Hall Garden

The Friends of St. Andrew’s was set up more than 15 years ago with
the aim of raising funds for the maintenance and improvement of
St. Andrew’s Church. Since its formation, the Friends have raised
more than £60,000, which has made a major contribution to
funding essential repairs to the roof, the spire, the clerestory
windows and more recently to the storage facilities in the kitchen
area of the Church, new carpets for the Sanctuary and High Altar
areas and the provision of new patio area outside rear of the King
Alfred Hall.

How the 100 Club works
In recent years, the bulk of the funds raised have been through the
100 Club. This was officially launched on 12th January 2005 and
run for many years by Vivienne Redeyoff. Club members sign up for
12 months and have the choice of making a £5 payment monthly or
a one-off annual sum of £60 for each number purchased. The draw
usually takes place on the second Wednesday of the month at
10.30am in St Andrew’s.
The prizes are:
1st prize: £100
2nd prize: £45
3rd prize: £20

Winners will be notified soon after the draw and a list of winning
numbers posted on the Friends notice board at the back of Church.
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Latest Fundraising Projects
Have you seen the delightful new patio area at the back of King
Alfred Hall? This is a great addition to our Hall facility and will
certainly help secure lettings. We would like to further enhance this
area with the addition of some new garden furniture. It has also
been suggested that we look at the possibility of replacing the
curtain at the High Altar. No doubt there are many other small
projects where the 100 Club could help improve our Church and
King Alfred Hall. Please think seriously about whether you would
like to help and also be in with the chance of winning a cash prize
each month.

For further information please see Margaret Harrison or Jenny Norris.
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Barry Hayward
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A message from Home for Good
Across Wiltshire there are many children who need foster carers who
will welcome, love and support them. Psalm 68 says that God is a
“Father to the fatherless… “ and that God sets the lonely in families.
Home for Good believe that the church is ideally placed to offer that
radical hospitality and so I ask you take time to read this email with
information about an exciting upcoming event with our friends Safe
Families and resources for your church for Father’s Day.

Inspiring churches to take up the cause of children and families in need
across Wiltshire

Home for Good and Safe Families invite you to an evening to explore
how churches can play their part in caring for children and families in
need across Wiltshire. Over the challenges of the last 18 months a lot of
us will have experienced what it is to feel isolated and withdrawn from
our usual support networks. For a number of children and families
living in our communities these challenges do not disappear as
restrictions are eased. Facing life alone can be really hard. We at Home
for Good and Safe Families believe that the church can and should be
playing it's part in the solution to this challenge.

https://homeforgood.org.uk/events/wiltshire-churches
https://www.homeforgood.org.uk/
https://safefamilies.uk/
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Fair Trade Update

Many years ago now I had the pleasure of hearing the Palestinian singer and
songwriter Amal Murkus in concert in Bath. What struck me at the time -
beyond her beautiful voice and the consummate skills of her accompanying
musicians - was the message of reconciliation which she delivered: as a
Palestinian singer and actress, born in Galilee, she had forged a unique bond
with a collective of Israeli Arabic and Jewish musicians. The lyrics to one of the
songs she sang – A dream “Hulum” by Marzuk Halabi and Salem Darwish -
read thus: A white dove, a flower in its beak, in its eyes an unbreakable oath -
never to let blood be shed between people.” An undeniably poignant message
at a time when all eyes have, yet again, been on Palestine and Israel and when
prayers have been in the hearts and on the lips of so many for peace - an all-
encompassing, enduring peace - in Jerusalem, in Gaza, and indeed across the
whole of the troubled Middle East.

During lockdown this February, I was fortunate to be able to attend a webinar
hosted by the Fairtrade Foundation, streamed live from olive groves in Ti’innik
in the north of the West Bank. This webinar gave us the opportunity to meet
and hear the story of Palestinian olive farmer Haj Rafeeq Hussein and learn of
the extreme challenges he and his community have been facing as a result of
climate change and Covid alongside long-term issues of settlement and land
access.

Beside some disturbing facts about problems with crop irrigation caused by
water shortages, he also offered some sparks of optimism: he was tentatively
hopeful that the practice of enveloping the base of olive trees in grass cuttings
throughout the summer months might help to protect the roots from extreme
heat; and there was a gleam in his eye as he told us about the new furniture for
the health clinic and improvements to classrooms at both boys’ and girls’
schools as a result of the Fairtrade premium.

Standing beneath a tree which he declared to be 120 years old, he proudly
introduced viewers to a tiny three-year-old olive tree at his side. “We are from
this land,” he said, “and the trees are as beloved as our children.” When asked
if his own children were likely to continue to tend the olive and almond trees,
he paused and then laughed. “They have to continue,” he said with an
infectious smile, “because these are our traditions…
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How can we abandon our ancient heritage?” How fitting then that the UK-
based company Zaytoun, which works to provide a sustainable income for
Palestinian farmers and their families, has on its packaging a beautiful image
of a tree and the words Rooted in Time and Tradition.

I would like to close by offering you a delicious recipe which I found on the
JTS (Just Trading Scotland) website. It’s an ancient dish from the Lebanon
which has variations from all over the Middle East. It’s spicy but not hot, sweet
but deeply savory. It makes a wonderful vegan dinner and keeps well to be
eaten as a cold salad dish the next day. Add grilled aubergine or chicken to
make it a sharing feast.

Serves 4 or 6 if you have it as a side dish.

Rice and Lentil Pilaf with Crispy Onions 
Ingredients
100ml sunflower or other flavourless oil
3 or 4 onions sliced thinly (thinly sliced fennel also works)
200g lentils (organic lentils from India soon available from the stall)
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 teaspoons cumin seeds
2 teaspoons coriander seeds
200g Kilombero White Rice (from Malawi – sales fund primary education)
1 teaspoon allspice
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon turmeric
1 teaspoon sugar
About 350mls vegetable stock (or chicken)
About 4 tablespoons of plain yogurt and a dusting of ground cumin

First make the crispy onions. Heat the sunflower oil in a large deep pan. Fry
the onions in 2 or 3 batches until they are brown around the edges and crispy.
Remove each batch and lay on a plate lined with kitchen paper. Set aside.

Meanwhile put the lentils into a pan with plenty of water and bring to the
boil. Simmer until they are just tender and no more. Check the packet
instructions but this usually takes about 15 minutes.
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Once all the onions are cooked, clean the pan with kitchen paper and add
the olive oil. On a medium heat toast the cumin and coriander seeds until
they release their fragrance then add the rice, the ground spices and sugar.
Turn the mix in the oil until the rice is glistening. Add the cooked and
drained lentils and then the stock. Bring to a boil and then cover and
simmer for about 15 minutes until the rice has absorbed the stock and is
cooked. Add half the onions and stir into the rice and lentils. Place on a
warmed dish and put the rest of the crispy onions on top. Dress with plain
yogurt sprinkled with ground cumin and serve.

And finally a suggestion for dessert: why not try a delicious cup of
Fairtrade coffee served with a) a handful of Medjoul dates or caramelised
Om al-Fahem almonds courtesy of Zaytoun or b) a portion of halva, an
Israeli delicacy based on tahini sesame paste?

Bon appétit! Bé-tei-a-von! Shahiat Tayiba! Wishing you every blessing for
June!

Debbie Warren
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Thank you to Margaret Harrison for sharing this lovely photo of
her eldest grandson George Harrison who was married to Alice
recently at St Andrew’s Church. Margaret says: ”my
grandchildren have been well known at church since childhood,
following Grandad to light candles etc. (Ken was Sacristan). The
priest who took the service is George’s Army Padre, Rev. Joanna
Jepson-Biddle and her husband, Nick. The witnesses are Army
Instructors at Sandhurst where G and A met, (and their two little
daughters). Rod was incredibly helpful over all the legalities and
knows all “the Harrison’s” and how they like to do things
differently!



14 Letter from Uncle Eustace

Letter from Uncle Eustace: On getting to church at a social
distance

My dear Nephew Darren,
Since your parishioners mostly live in an area of half a square mile,

where their only concern in getting to church is whether to take the underpass,
or to risk a dash across the ring road, you may have little understanding of the
problems our folk have in travelling our long country lanes to church,
especially as we are keeping our social distance from each other.

Several parishioners have decided that they can’t possibly share cars even
with their own spouses, as in their 15-room homes they have successfully (and
in some cases, happily) avoided each other for months. So the lane outside the
church has filled up each week with Mercedes nudging Audis, and Land Rovers
easing in between Bentleys.

Others arrive on horseback. But they are careless about leaving their
horses to graze in the churchyard, and I have had to remind them twice that
flowers in memorial vases are not fodder. The horses do help to keep the grass
down, but unfortunately our verger now objects to standing outside during
Mattins, holding the reins of half a dozen horses. He says it is not part of his job
description, which only confirms my view that there is entirely too much fuss
these days about having job descriptions at all.

Major Crompton’s devotion to his new sit-on lawnmower has inspired
him to travel to church on it. Since he is unable to uncouple the mowing
apparatus, the tarmac on his two-mile drive is acquiring interesting patterns.
His drive at two miles per hour along narrow lanes means he arrives leading a
procession of cars with drivers given the opportunity to exercise the Christian
virtue of patience.

Mrs Pendleton, on the other hand, leads a small but select group from the
Mothers’ Union who are all keen cyclists. They all arrive on a whoosh of fresh
air, their hair in total disarray, but with pink cheeks glowing with health.
Nobody in church minds sitting near them, as anyone who can manage to
peddle an old three-gear bicycle up the hill to our church is most unlikely to be
sickening for anything.

Finally, of course, the majority arrive on foot, having negotiated fields,
stiles and assorted cattle on the way. The countryside may well praise God, but
one does wish they wouldn’t bring quite so much of it into church.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)



Down
1 Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)
2 Art bite (anag.) (7)
3 ‘The people of the city were divided;
some — with the Jews, others with the
apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)
5 Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) (7)
6 Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)
7 Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) (6)
9 ‘You love evil rather than good, —
rather than speaking the truth’ (Psalm
52:3) (9)
13 Large flightless bird (Job 39:13) (7)
14 They were worth several hundred
pounds each (Matthew 25:15) (7)
15 ‘A — went out to sow his seed’
(Matthew 13:3) (6)
16 How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter
when he went into the room where she
lay (Mark 5:39) (6)
18 The part of the day when the women
went to the tomb on the first Easter
morning (John 20:1) (5)
20 Narrow passageway between buildings
(Luke 14:21) (5)

715Crossword

Answers on page 16
ACROSS
1  Military tactic used by Joshua 

to attack and destroy the city of 
Ai (Joshua 8:2) (6)
4 Place of learning (6)
8 ‘When Moses’ hands grew —
, they took a stone and put it
under him and he sat on it’
(Exodus 17:12) (5)
9 Unpleasant auguries of the
end of the age, as forecast by
Jesus (Matthew 24:7) (7)
10 Stronghold to which girls in
King Xerxes’ harem (including
Esther) were taken (Esther 2:8)
(7)
11 Where Saul went to consult a
medium before fighting the
Philistines (1 Samuel 28:7) (5)
12 Propitiation (Hebrews 2:17)
(9)
17 Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15)
(5)
19 So clear (anag.) (7)
21 ‘I have just got — , so I can’t
come’: one excuse to be absent
from the great banquet (Luke
14:20) (7)
22 Long weapon with a pointed
head used by horsemen (Job
39:23) (5)
23 Musical beat (6)
24 What the Israelites were told
to use to daub blood on their
door-frames at the first Passover
(Exodus 12:22) (6)
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Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas

June  5th    Evensong with communion.                       6.30pm

June 19th    Holy Communion, traditional language.      6.30pm

Sheila Laurence
sheila.a.Laurence @ gmail.com, 01249 740687

100 Club Draw

April: £100: 73 £40: 49 £25: 25

Margaret Harrison

From the Registers
Funerals:
26th April: Ann Baker
19th May: Brian Mercer 19th May: Elizabeth Just
26th May: Doreen Wiltshire 27th May: Martyn Whittaker

ACROSS:1, Ambush. 4, School. 8, Tired. 9, Famines. 10, Citadel. 11, 
Endor. 12, Atonement. 17, Avert. 19, Oracles. 21, Married. 22, Lance. 
23, Rhythm. 24, Hyssop. 

DOWN:1, Attach. 2, Biretta. 3, Sided. 5, Compete. 6, Owned. 7, 
Lustre. 9, Falsehood. 13, Ostrich. 14, Talents. 15, Farmer. 16, Asleep. 
18, Early. 20, Alley.
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Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key (01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spener 651565
Margaret Gubbins 248757

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris 812945
Barry Hayward 653322

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick
Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Church Administrator
Sue Hollands 655947

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Magazine Distribution
Sue Haslop 323765

Head Server
Michael Sammes 654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot 463230

Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton 660235

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
TBC

PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence 740687

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris 812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot 463230
Wendy Reeves 650622

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford 812190

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer 651565

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer 651565

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves 650622

Giving Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

Health and Safety Officer
TBC

Groups and 
Organisations at 

St. Andrew’s

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson 658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer 651565

100 Club
Margaret Harrison 652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis 443779

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666 

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer 651565

Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com
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To make arrangements for 
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of 
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or 
Church or concerts and events, 

please email us at 
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

mailto:standrews.ssafeguarding@outlook.com


When You Pray . . . .

Silence gives us a new outlook on
everything. We need silence to be able to
touch souls. The essential thing is not what
we say but what God says through us. Jesus
is always waiting for us in silence. In that
silence, he will listen to us, there he will
speak to our souls, and there we will hear
his voice.

19Final Thoughts

Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta 

(1910-1997)

A Final Word
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REQUEST FOR MORE PHOTOS OF CHURCH!
Below is the full photograph from this issue’s front cover. I took it in
the summer heat of June 2020. Unfortunately, now that I am away
from Chippenham (and after more than 30 issues of the Herald
magazine), I am beginning to run out of photographs for the front
cover. So if you have any photos of our lovely Church please do
share with me - any season and any lighting acceptable! And a
chance to have your photo printed on the front of a future issue.

Thank you! Remy Osman



Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow the latest 
Covid guidelines and rules. 

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham

9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who have
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.

10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will occur in a safe
way according to the latest guidelines and rules.

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas

Evening Service at 6.30 pm on 1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531


