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A New Voice in our Church Family

Dear Friends,
I always enjoy writing something for the Herald
each month, but I’m conscious that you will
doubtless be grateful for a new voice to alleviate
the rather predictable content! Fear not – help is
at hand ... in the shape of Anton, who we are
thrilled to welcome as our Curate for his time of
training.

I’ve asked him to introduce himself and his family.
Blessings, - Rod

Hello, my name is Anton Campbell and I
will be joining you to serve my curacy
after my ordination on the 4th of July.
Sadly due to current restrictions numbers
are very limited so you won’t be able to
physically join me but the service will be
live streamed through Bristol Cathedrals
website at: https://bristol-
cathedral.co.uk/ so you can join me
spiritually and hopefully by next year
things will be different and for the better.

mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbristol-cathedral.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6308c85be1234c29d3f708d9370707e6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637601325595665349%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WxA3Y%2FPdc8zKeD4mXIBnRKfbRF%2BdN4RVRj9%2Fs7DQ0RU%3D&reserved=0
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I am married to Claire and have been so for 20 years this
year… I know I don’t look old enough! We have two children,
Isabel who is 13 and Isaac who is 10. Both were confirmed in
2019 at St Andrews so I come with fond memories already.

I am a serving police officer as an inspector in a neighbouring
force and have been in the police for the last 17 years. I will
be doing my curacy alongside this work. I look forward to
meeting you over the course of the days, weeks, months, and
years to come and look forward to joining you in Christ’s
ministry in the town of Chippenham and the area of Tytherton
Lucas through the body of His church.

Kind regards, Anton

P.S – No we don’t get advertising commission from Anglo
Welsh, it was just the most recent photo with us all together!
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THANK YOU
To everybody who submitted a photo to be used on a future front cover of

the Herald. So many wonderful photos and angles - I will have enough for a 
few years to come! Please do send more if anyone else has one!
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Flowers in our Church
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Wild Flowers in the Churchyard

You may have noticed that the grass in the corner of the churchyard,
nearest to the vicarage, has been left uncut. You may also have
noticed that many more flowers have been appearing on that patch
over the past few months. This is part of our St Andrew’s programme
of caring for nature in the way that we manage our church land as
an Eco Church – a scheme set up by the charity, A Rocha, from
whom we have recently received the Bronze Award.

Insects have suffered a catastrophic decline in numbers over the last
20-30 years, due particularly to loss of habitat, over use of
pesticides and climate change. As God’s creatures, they especially
deserve our care and respect; they also play a vital role in
maintaining most other forms of life on the planet, including
ourselves! Providing undisturbed green space and wild flowers
allows many species to breed, their young to develop, and pollen
and nectar to be available for their adults.

Since this patch of ground was set aside, a variety of perennial wild
flower plugs have been planted, chosen particularly as nectar
sources and their value as insect food-plants. Seeds of cornfield
annuals including Poppies have also been sown. Of course, nature
has also taken advantage of this opportunity and a number of wild
flowers are appearing independently, arising from the dormant
seedbank! We have thus had a spontaneous display of Celandines,
Buttercups, Daisies, Speedwell (Bird’s-eye) and what looked like a
mass of Dandelions but were in fact Cat’s Ears (the leaves are soft
and furry!) Among those we have planted ourselves, you might have
noticed the Cowslips along the path to the Choir Vestry just after
Easter, and the tall, Ox-eye (or Moon) Daisies and the yellow Bird’s-
foot Trefoil (Eggs and Bacon) blooming now in a few patches. There
will be more colour when the Field Scabious, Black Knapweed and
Common- and Musk Mallows come into flower in late June and
early July.
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In order to provide as much help as possible for the insects, and
particularly the bees and butterflies, it is important to have flowers in
bloom as nectar and pollen sources for as many months of the year
as possible. Snowdrops, elsewhere in the churchyard, can flower as
early as January, while Celandines and Primroses follow in March,
with Cowslips in April. At the other end of the year is Yarrow
(Achillea) which is abundant in the patch and can flower right up to
November. Plenty of other species come into flower in the
intervening months.

Do have a closer look next time you pass the ‘wildlife patch’ and see
how many different flowers are in bloom and how many you can
recognise. So far 37 species have been identified throughout the
churchyard and more will certainly follow!
Michael Sammes
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HELP FOR THE HARD OF HEARING

I have used NHS hearing aids for about 20 years, I find them
superb and essential, they are replaced free of charge every
three years and without them I would hear next to nothing.

A particularly helpful aspect is the induction loop setting
which is an option I can select by the simple press of a
button. Many people will be aware of the induction loop
which is commonly found in large places of worship,
theatres, crematoriums and the like.

However, in many other situations, such as St Nicholas’
Tytherton Lucas, there is no loop system but it is possible to
obtain a personal listening device based on a portable loop
system. I regularly use this at Tytherton Church and find it
superb. Simply the microphone is worn by the person
speaking or taking the service and I have a receiver which is
cleverly linked to my hearing aids (on the loop setting), the
clarity is remarkable and I don’t miss a word. This device
can of course be used in many other situations such as
meetings, lectures and seminars, indeed anywhere where
you don’t want to miss out on the action. On many
occasions I can hear the dialogue better than others present,
especially if seated at the back of the room.
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Another problem area can be hearing the television and I
know many who resort to using teletext. This can easily be
overcome by using the listening device referred to above
or better still investing in a dedicated TV listening device,
which again is based on the loop or just with earphones
for those who don’t have hearing aids. You really don’t
have to accept that you can’t hear, the situation can be
easily resolved.

There are numerous items designed to assist the deaf and
partially deaf. These include, telephones, TV and general
listening devices, alarms and alerts, doorbells, tinnitus
relief, room loops etc. I find I can obtain all that I require
at the following: www.rnidconnevans.co.uk and
www.hear4you.com

I would add that to make use of items based on the
hearing loop it is essential that your hearing aids have the
loop option (often known as the T setting). This can
usually be easily programmed by the NHS Audiology
Department or private suppliers.

Edward Drewett

PS I am quite prepared to discuss the subject with anyone 
who requires advice or assistance!

http://www.rnidconnevans.co.uk/
http://www.hear4you.com/
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A Meditation

Imagine that you are lying on the ground
I the middle of a large field. It is night-
time and pitch black. There are no trees
or building around you, nothing to
distract you from a full view of God’s
magnificent night sky. You see millions
of stars shining brilliantly like diamonds
on black velvet, more stars than you can
even being to count.

Imagine that your friend Jesus is lying next to you. The disciples might
very well have looked at this same night sky while lying next to Jesus as
well. For now, just rest, relax, and enjoy the peace of God’s beautiful
creation, and the presence of Christ next to you. Both you and He enjoy
sharing time together. Even when you are both quiet, you both enjoy
knowing that the other is near. In psalm 19, we hear “The heavens
declare the glory of God. The skies proclaim the work of His hands”. As
you lie there, you find yourself wondering what the universe might look
like from the point of view of God the Father. Your mind drifts to a point
of view from a few hundred feet above you. You imagine God’s point of
view, watching you and Jesus lying near each other gazing into the night
sky. You allow you imagination to zoom out of the scene. Now you can
see the field that you are in, as well as nearby towns and roads. You
imagine moving further towards space. You can now see other towns and
cities that are around yours. You continue to imagine going higher until
you can see the entire county, and finally the entire country in which you
live. As you imagine yourself moving higher, you notice that you can see
the entire continent that you live on. The earth soon appears as a
beautiful blue and green globe, suspended in the nothingness of space.
As you continue to imagine yourself moving further away, you see the
moon orbiting the earth.
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Both become smaller and smaller. The sun and the other planets come
into view and then shrink as you continue moving further away. The
earth itself is now just a small, pale blue dot, no more brilliant than the
still distant stars. The earth and the sun quickly become lost among the
billions of other stars. You imagine that you are exiting the Milky Way
galaxy, and as you look down on it, you are aware that the earth lies
somewhere lost in one of its spiral arms. Other galaxies come into
view, dozen, then hundreds, then thousands, then millions of galaxies,
all of them dim smudges of light against the dark vastness of space. As
you look out into space, you become aware of the immensity and
power of a God that can create such a universe. The words of David
come to mind from Psalm 8: “When I consider Your heavens, the work
of your hands, the moon and the stars which you have arranged, what is
man that you care for him, the son of man that you keep him in mind?”
As you imagine yourself surrounded by millions of galaxies, you realise
how small the earth is as part of God’s creation, and how small you are
on the earth. And yet, out of millions of galaxies, God chose ours.
Out of the billions of stars in that galaxy, God chose one, our sun, as a
place to warm the earth. And on earth, He placed humans. And out of
billions of humans, you are but one. Yet you are one that He loved
enough to send His Son to die for, that you might become a friend of
God. Silently thank Him for this wonderful gift now. Thank Him that
you are important to Him. Father, you are an incredible God, you are
an awesome God. You are bigger and more powerful than I can even
dare to imagine, yet You desire to be with me. I thank You for making a
way through Jesus for me to be with You. I thank You for this ci=time
that we’ve shared. May I continue to feel Your presence long after this
meditation ends. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

Received into my hand – lots of love – ERIC GREGORY

(With thanks to Ros Harford for typing this up and emailing it to me – Editor)
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Free Trade Update

The upcoming Food Glorious Food exhibition - to be held at
Chippenham Museum between 30 July and 10 August - will
serve to launch a local volunteer-led community group which
will go by the name of Food School. One of the primary goals of
this group is to promote food that is healthy, environmentally
sustainable, fairly traded, affordable and delicious, alongside
placing a strong emphasis on the transfer of skills from one
generation to the next. All round this sounds to me like a highly
laudable initiative.

As we become increasingly aware of our collective and
individual need to address issues of the climate crisis, it feels
wholesome to analyse our consumption patterns to see how far
we can go to ensure that our personal need for sustenance
contributes to sustaining small-scale farmers - wherever in the
world - and their communities and environment. While it makes
sense for us to consume locally-grown produce whenever
possible, there are - unless we drastically change our
consumption habits - always going to be a number of staple
items in our weekly shop which are grown by farmers in other
parts of the world. Some obvious examples would be tea, coffee,
cocoa, sugar and rice. By taking care, though, to purchase
foodstuffs which we know to have been fairly traded and
sustainably produced - treating growers and their land, both
people and planet, with due respect - we can go a long way
towards controlling and limiting our carbon footprint and
investing in a viable future for the generations who will follow
us.

Here, courtesy of BBC Good Food, is a simple recipe to refresh
and sustain you throughout the warmer summer months. It will,
of course, be especially refreshing if made with fairly traded
coffee.
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Iced coffee

Ingredients: 200ml strong black coffee; 50ml milk; Ice; Maple syrup (optional)

Method:

Make a 200ml cup of strong black coffee then allow the coffee to go
completely cold. Pour into a blender with the milk along with 2 or 3 handfuls
of ice and maple syrup, if using. Blend until smooth and frothy.

Pour into a chilled, tall glass and serve.

In addition, I could well imagine this iced coffee being complemented perfectly
by any of the delicious biscuits in Traidcraft’s range:

Fair Break chocolate chip cookies (featuring sugar from Kasinthula in Malawi);
Stem Ginger, Double Chocolate Chunk or Chewy Fruit and Oat Cookies (sugar,
fruit, chocolate, ginger and palm oil all fairly traded).

It remains for me to wish you every blessing for a fair and sustainable July!

Debbie Warren



14 Letter from Uncle Eustace

Letter from Uncle Eustace: On why the clergy should avoid
computers

My dear Nephew Darren,
Thank you for the kind offer of your old computer, but I do not want it. I know
you find it a fundamental basic of daily life, but I do not, and I intend to keep
things that way.

This is despite the fact that our diocesan office now takes it for granted that all
of us clergy have a computer. Indeed, the diocesan secretary and I have had
several awkward phone calls upon this very subject. He can’t believe that I
really don’t have one, and suspects that I am simply hiding my email address
from him so that he cannot send me the daily diocesan briefings, weekly
questionnaires, and constant notification of all sorts of meetings and training
days. But I remain firm: I have survived in ministry for nearly 50 years without a
computer, and I don’t intend to change now. When he gets tetchy with me, I
take the high moral ground and remind him that St Paul did not have a
computer.

Besides, it would not end with just a computer. Next, I would be obliged to get
a printer and then ink cartridges and then maybe some sort of virus would
attack me. As I have no idea about any of this, I might have to allow someone
into the vicarage to sort it out, and even worse, I might even have to pay them.
My money can be far more usefully spent on good claret.

Being without a computer also saves me much aggravation. From what I can
gather, most computer owners spend significant parts of their lives either trying
to get their machine to do something that it refuses to do, or else getting help
from someone in a remote part of the world who speaks a jargon only distantly
related to English, who assures you that whatever you did, it would have been
better if you hadn’t.

So I have decided that should I ever REALLY need to use a computer for
something, I will visit our local primary school and get a six year-old to do the
job for me, which they do with effortless efficiency, speed and accuracy.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)



Down
1  Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8)
2  Church of England incumbent (5)
4  What Epaphroditus was to Paul 
(Philippians 2:25) (6-7)
5  Mother of David’s sixth son (2 Samuel 3:5) 
(5)
6  ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but 
not crushed; perplexed, but not in — ’ (2 
Corinthians 4:8) (7)
7  It destroys treasures on earth (Matthew 
6:19) (4)
8  It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) 
(3,3)
13 Well-known Reference Bible that 
espoused dispensationalism (8)
15 Where the choir sits in a parish church (7)
16 Real do (anag.) (6)
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried and —
about many things’ (Luke 10:41) (5)
20 ‘One man considers one day more sacred 
than another; another man considers every 
day — ’ (Romans 14:5) (5) 
21 A place with twelve springs and 70 palm 
trees where the Israelites camped (Exodus 
15:27) (4)

715Crossword

Answers on page 16
ACROSS
1 Sent out three times on a

reconnaissance mission from
Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:8–12) (4)
3 ‘The vilest — who truly
believes, that moment from Jesus
a pardon receives’ (8)
9 Described by the 19th-century
MP Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the
Devil in solution’ (7)
10 ‘Whoever — his life for my
sake will find it’ (Matthew 10:39)
(5)
11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33)
(5)
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges
6:11) (6)
14 The area under the
jurisdiction of a primate, for
example, Canterbury, York (13)
17 To him God promised that
David would be king (1
Chronicles 11:3) (6)
19 A descendant of Aaron who
was not allowed to offer food to
God (Leviticus 21:20) (5)
22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he
should ask God’ (James 1:5) (5)
23 I gain me (anag.) (7)
24 Relating to the armed forces
(1 Chronicles 5:18) (8)
25 Title given to 2 Down
(abbrev.) (4)
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Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas

July 3rd Evensong with communion.                        6.30pm

July 17th     Holy Communion, traditional language.      6.30pm

Sheila Laurence
sheila.a.Laurence @ gmail.com, 01249 740687

100 Club Draw

June: £100: 34 £40: 12 £25: 4

Margaret Harrison

From the Registers
Funerals:
10th June: Richard Bambury

I was greatly saddened to learn the news of Richard’s passing. I have fond memories of an
excellent organist and very kind man with whom I had some cracking conversations - Editor

ACROSS:1,Dove.3,Offender.9,Alcohol.10,Loses.11,Horam.
12,Ophrah.14,Archbishopric.17,Samuel.19,Dwarf.22,Lacks.
23,Imagine.24,Military.25,Revd.

DOWN:1,Drachmas.2,Vicar.4,Fellow-soldier.5,Eglah.6,
Despair.7,Rust.8,Themob.13,Scofield.15,Chancel.16,
Ordeal.18,Upset.20,Alike.21,Elim.
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Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key (01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spencer 651565

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris 812945
Gavin Macrae 659422

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick
Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Church Administrator
Jen Corton 655947

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Head Server
Michael Sammes 654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot 463230

Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton 660235

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Pip Hugman 274269

PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence 740687

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris 812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot 463230
Sue Wood 650478

Treasurer (St. Nicolas’)
Wendy Reeves 650622

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford 812190

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer 651565

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer 651565

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves 650622

Giving Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

Health and Safety Officer
TBC

Groups and 
Organisations at 

St. Andrew’s

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson 658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer 651565

100 Club
Margaret Harrison 652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis 443779

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666 

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer 651565

Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com
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To make arrangements for 
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of 
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or 
Church or concerts and events, 

please email us at 
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

mailto:standrews.ssafeguarding@outlook.com


When You Pray . . . .

O God, enlarge within us the sense of fellowship
with all living things, to whom thou hast given the
earth as their home in common with us.

We remember with shame that in the past we have
exercised the high dominion of human beings with
ruthless cruelty, so that the voice of the earth, which
should have gone up to you in song, has been a
groan of travail.

May we realize that they live, not for us alone, but
for themselves and for you, and that they have the
sweetness of life.

19Final Thoughts

St. Basil of Caesarea 
- a founder of 
Monasticism
(330-379)

A Final Word
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I wanted to share the scene
of my editing of this
month’s Herald. I did some
yesterday morning during a
spectacular thunderstorm,
and tonight I have a lovely
sunset! The climate and
landscape of Singapore
might be different, but
playing a few of my
favourite Hymns and
editing the Parish
magazine really transports
me back to Chippenham! I
hope all are well. I miss
you and look forward to
returning to St. Andrew’s
again as soon as possible.

-Remy Osman, Editor



Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow the latest 
Covid guidelines and rules. 

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham

9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who have
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.

10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will occur in a safe
way according to the latest guidelines and rules.

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas

Evening Service at 6.30 pm on 1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531


