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Photo: Remy Osman

Candlemas
“But I can’t believe that!” said Alice, “It’s
impossible!”
“Can’t you, my dear?” said the Duchess in a
pitying tone. “Try harder.”
“It’s no good,” Alice replied. “One can’t believe
impossible things.”
“I daresay you haven’t had much practice. Why,
when I was your age, I managed to believe as
many as six impossible things before breakfast.”

That passage from Alice in Wonderland
expresses quite well the way faith is portrayed
these days. Faith is about screwing up your face
and believing stuff that is in every way against
scientific evidence and common sense. And the
more unbelievable the proposition, the more
brownie points you get for believing it. So
people who believe the world was made in
seven days (and most Christians don’t, by the
way) are sought out by the press for their
opinion on something and then portrayed as the
unhinged voice of all Christians on the subject.

Of course, those of us who have faith would
challenge that caricature. In my own defence I
would probably say I believe in things that,
though outwardly appearing to be impossible,
are in fact true. And that they are not only true,
they are the foundation of all truth.

mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com
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“Candlemas” – the feast when we celebrate Jesus as a baby being
presented in the temple and recognised by Simeon– is a perfect
example of us being invited to believe an impossible thing.
Simeon’s rational mind says that for the creator of everything to
become a tiny, vulnerable baby is beyond all realms of possibility.
And he’s not alone – of course we struggle to comprehend it, even
God’s angels couldn’t believe it. But by taking the risk of faith –
which always has to be something of a leap in the dark – Simeon
found it to be true. And having discovered this truth through faith,
the whole universe looks different; more exciting, more
meaningful, more alive – and, in fact, more rational; because it is
given its meaning.

The big voices in our secular scientific generation, Stephen
Hawking, Richard Dawkins, say, “Look at the world with your
rational mind. There’s not space in it for God.”

The Christian church replies – as it has always replied – “Look at
this tiny child, held in the arms of Simeon. God can’t be there, but
he is.

“Make space in your soul, invite him in and he will come to you as
well.”

Impossible.

Rod x

The annual subscription of £10 for this magazine is now due.
Please send payment to Sue Haslop, 64 Sadlers Mead, 

Chippenham, SN15 3PL. 
Cheques should be made payable to St. Andrew's P.C.C. 

Thank you.
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Sunday Worship in Lockdown
Hardly the start of the new year that any of us had been hoping for! I
think we’d all had enough of this by the summer, and each
additional restriction since have been more and more of a struggle.
And now we’re hit from all sides with schools closed and the anxiety
of a new variant that is sending the infection rates soaring.

But there are, at least, more reasons to be hopeful this time. Most
importantly, the end of these restrictions is a reality, not wishful
thinking, because of the vaccine. Secondly, support bubbles can
continue: and I would urge all of you living alone to find someone
to share with in such a bubble if you haven’t done so yet. This will
be at least a 6 week lockdown, and human company is very
precious. We have people in the congregation willing to help if you
don’t have an obvious candidate. Thirdly, places of worship are able
to remain open for which we are very thankful. This is partly in
recognition that churches, mosques and synagogues, behaving
responsibly, have not been the source of any major spreading of the
disease; but also recognising that, for people of faith, to be able to
worship is as important as having food on the table.

I do entirely understand and respect those of you who have decided
to worship at home until you have been immunised, and clearly, if
you were told to shield last time, you should do so again and not
attend church until 3 weeks after you’ve had the vaccine. But the
fact that the church is open is symbolically a recognition of our
being together in worship even if you aren’t able to attend. There is
also the option to pay a visit to the church during the week if you
make it part of your daily exercise. You will probably have the
building to yourself and so be very safe.

For those of you who would like to continue coming to worship, we
will adhere strictly to the new procedures we adopted last week for
Tier 3. I’ve copied those changes again at the end of this message in
case you didn’t receive them.
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If you chose to come, the encouraging thought is that
because we are all required to stay at home, none of us pose
a severe threat to each other when we do gather on a
Sunday. Compared to going to a supermarket where
hundreds of people from around the area will have been
there in the course of a day, the 50 or so very responsible
people you would be sharing worship with represent a good
option.

We will continue to provide liturgy, readings and prayers
each week for those not at church, (as we have since Passion
Sunday last year!) and telephone contact from a member of
the congregation for all who live alone and are isolated. If
you haven’t had anyone contact you, and would like that
support, do please let me know and I will arrange someone
to offer it for you.

I still remember the question someone asked back in the
March lockdown, “Am I the only one who isn’t coping?” and
the answer is, no, you’re not. If you need help or support
through this hard journey, please, please do ask – there is no
shame in it. In fact the opposite is true – it’s not right to
suffer in silence. “We are here to help each other walk the
mile and share the load.”

God bless and much love,
Rod x

Originally sent as an email from Rod on 5th Jan 2021. Reproduced 
for information and remains correct at time of going to print, 24th

January 2021.

Please check the website and the latest Government guidelines for 
any updates.

Apologies that last month’s magazine contained an out of date 
notice – lockdown was announced the day after we went to print!
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KING ALFRED HALL UPDATE

It has been a year of fortune and misfortune for the King Alfred Hall.
When the first lockdown was announced in March hall bookings were
beginning to take off. We had regular hirers during the week and
community groups, children’s and baptism parties booked in at
weekends. Then COVID19 struck and like all community spaces the
King Alfred Hall was closed for the foreseeable future.

We were however lucky and coming out of the first lockdown due to
the size and space of the hall able to re-open our doors. Some of our
regular hirers were unable to return, but because other halls in the area
were unable to open, we were able to welcome new groups and
classes to the Hall. Restrictions at this point meant that social
gatherings were not permitted.

Following the 2nd lockdown in November with Wiltshire in Tier 3,
some of our classes and groups were able to resume but all our hirers
indicated that as soon as restrictions were eased they would like to
return.

New year new, variant, new lockdown, the Hall is once again closed.

However the new year did not bring all doom and gloom, thanks to
brilliant scientists and doctors we have hope as vaccines are approved
and rolled out to the public, and our understanding of the virus brings
hope for treatments that will help to stop the overwhelming of the NHS
and unnecessary deaths.
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If the science is correct and we are able to return to some form of
normality, we will once again reopen the King Alfred Hall fully
and social gatherings will once again be permitted.

Therefore following Government guidance which we know can
change very quickly, we would like to welcome enquires for
children’s, baptism and Wedding parties. Also for community
groups looking for a home, unfortunately at present all evening
slots are taken, but daytime slots are available.

We also have a small club room which can be used for smaller
groups like book clubs, which current social distancing rules can
accommodate 8 people.

For all enquiries either email kingalfredhall@gmail.com
or call the church office on 01249 655947. Please 

leave a message including your telephone no. so that 
we can get back to you.

mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com
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Ash Wednesday Service

A Eucharist for Ash Wednesday will be held in Church at 
12 noon on 17th Feb. 

Sadly, there will not be a pancake supper this year. 

Correct at time of going to print, 24th January 2021, please check the 
website and the latest Government guidelines for any updates.

By sheer coincidence, while I was editing this page, I was listening to 
‘Is it nothing to you?’ by Ouseley. I then saw the picture on YouTube 
was of pancake-tossing and, remembered singing this at St. Andrew’s 

with the Choir around Ash Wednesday a couple of years ago. You 
can enjoy it too at the link below.  - Remy Osman, Editor

https://youtu.be/aMR4hxa54-g

https://youtu.be/aMR4hxa54-g
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Ash Wednesday: Guide to Ashes

Congratulations to Rhys 
Evans aged 4 who received 

the Community Choice 
Award for his picture entry

to Chippenham Town 
Council's ‘The Joy of 

Christmas Trail’!

Rhys received a personal 
call of congratulations from 

the town Mayor and was 
presented with a certificate 

and some arts and craft 
supplies to continue his 

creativity. 
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Saxon Words

Our history is a part of our make up and in someway we are
likely to be influenced by it. Rather than to relate a historical
event this month I thought it would be interesting to look at some
Saxon words and phrases which after well over a thousand years
of the evolving of the English language still find common use. If
not always in Oxbridge English but in local dialect. It is also
interesting to note that these words, over such a long passage of
time, still retain largely the same meaning to us as they did to the
Saxons.

Here are just a few.

Barry Hayward

Jiffy = an instant          
Ragamuffin = a rascal         
Ramshackle = loose, disjointed
Wopping = big             
Contraption = contrivance               
Dap = to rebound
Whippersnapper = a little 
active man               
Shramd = perished with cold
Taut = tight                   
Lack a daisical = fanciful            
Diddle = to deceive
Dumbledor = bumble bee            
Hoity toity = conceited              

Heft = weight
Dudder = deafen           
Gumption = common sense         
Harum scarum = wild
Slippity sloppity = slovenly         
Proper = true, real           
Humbug = nonsense
Fractious = fretful, disobedient        
Trounce = to beat      
Hullabaloo = an uproar
Caddle = a mess                  
Swop = to exchange                   
Chap = a young fellow
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Photo courtesy of Chippenham Museum

Rum = curious 
Mop = a hiring fair     
Scrunch = to crush        

Blubber = to cry 
Croopy down = to squat as 
children do       
Goodies = sweets etc.    
Main = very
Chore = to go out to work      
Lummakin = heavy & idle      
Dribs and drabs = bits
Cham = to chew         
Orra one = any       
Norra one = none         
Rumpus = a row
Skag = a tear in linen etc.

Stodge = thick liquid          
Neddy = a donkey 
Wallop = to beat      
Gee = to encourage a horse to 
go       
Loo = in the shelter
Mooch = to play truant          
Quandary = a dilemma        
Fluster = to bustle
And finally, make of this one 
what you will! Not in use 
today as far as I know but 
could well make a comeback.
Trumpery = rubbish.
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A Breakfast Odyssey

With all eyes on America this week, and all ears still buzzing with the words
of Joe Biden, Kamala Harris and wonderful US Youth poet laureate Amanda
Gorman, I find myself calling to mind the words of another US citizen: Civil
Rights champion Martin Luther King Jr. “And before you finish eating
breakfast in the morning,” he said in his famous sermon given on Christmas
Eve 1967, “you’ve depended on more than half of the world.” Indeed, casting
my eye around the breakfast table one morning this week, I find that I am
embarking on another of those virtual odysseys.

First of all I need to render homage to the farmers somewhere in East Africa -
perhaps Uganda or Tanzania or Kenya - who grew and then picked the leaves
for my refreshing cup of Earl Grey tea. Not forgetting the clever water
engineers who created the system whereby I can fill my kettle with fresh
running water, the Wiltshire farmers who tended and milked their cows, or
indeed our trusty milkman who delivered the milk straight to our door. And
now I can’t fail to think of the skilled potter in Zimbabwe who crafted, fired
and glazed my favourite giraffe-motif mug. I feel exhausted already, and so I
take a nourishing sip of hot tea.

Next I need to call to mind all the farmers who grew and harvested the fruits
and grains which make up my Traidcraft Fruity Golden Granola. While
unsure of the provenance of a number of the ingredients, I do know that the
delicious raisins come from South Africa, the succulent dates from Tunisia
and the crunchy almonds from Palestine. And so I raise my spoon to these
hard-working farmers too: custodians of the land, traditional skills and
culture of their regions.



13Fair Trade Update

Next up on the roll of honour are those who grew the wheat for my
toast, the baker who made the bread and the smallholder farmers in
Malawi who cultivated, picked and roasted the peanuts that went
into my Liberation Crunchy peanut butter.

Last but not least - I am not wholly me, for better or worse, until I
have tasted coffee - and here I think of the small-scale coffee growers
on the slopes of the Andes in Peru and know myself truly indebted.
The list could go on and on.

As I take the last sip of coffee, I realise that my journey is not
complete until I have visited the pages of a much-cherished book,
bought when our two sons were still very young: Children’s Prayers
from around the World. In it I locate two simple but beautiful prayers:

From Brazil: My God, I thank you for my food. It is you that allows
the rice, beans, the wheat, the fruit, the animals and the vegetables to
grow. I thank you for the food that is on my table. Amen.

From Australia: Dear God, please help all the neglected people in the
world who can’t just go into the kitchen and get a sandwich.

To return to the wonderful and wise words of Martin Luther King Jr,
“We are all caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a
single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all
indirectly.” Though we are many, we are one body. We know this
when we meet to take communion, and we know this as we go about
our daily lives. Amen to this wonderful mutuality, to our shared
humanity.

God bless!
Debbie Warren
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Letter from Uncle Eustace: On why our church does not
need health or safety…

My dear Nephew Darren,
I appreciated your recent concern when you heard one of our parishioners had
slipped on a gravestone. Your desire to help was entirely commendable, and I
do know that sending your own church’s health and safety officer to give us
some advice was kindly meant. But the 200-page report was not welcome. If
we implemented even half of your officer’s suggestions, life would become
unbearably safe.

St James the Least of All has survived perfectly well for the last 600 years
without gutter cleaning inspections, path degreasing and electrical safety
certificates, so I think we may survive a little longer without them. As far as I
am aware, the only disaster to hit us was when Cromwell’s soldiers stabled their
horses in the nave – which I suspect a few of our oldest members still clearly
remember.

The shock the sidesmen sometimes get when switching on the lights
occurs only occasionally, is relatively mild and soon over – and if it happens
when preparing for the 8am Service, helps to wake them up. The weight of the
Duke of Clumber’s marble sarcophagus is slowly detaching the south aisle from
the rest of the church, but it is very slow – and the pews in that area are used
only once a year when his relations visit from America to commemorate his
death at Agincourt – which is probably just beyond remembrance of the oldest
of our congregation.

Leaks from the ceiling in the north aisle are solved with a row of buckets
– and even you must concede that the fungi on the oak beams look really
rather attractive when the sun catches them. The sapling growing out of the
spire is certainly an issue – although it looks so attractive in Spring when in
blossom. As for our fire extinguishers, they were serviced when my
predecessor-but-two was in office, and I have the certificate to prove it.

So, do thank your health and safety officer for all his work and tell him
we will bear his recommendations in mind. Also tell him I was so sorry he
slipped and broke his leg in our choir stalls while he was with us. But that bit of
floor has been out of alignment since 1748, and it seems a shame to disturb it
now. If only he had arrived encased in bubble wrap, it would never have
happened. Perhaps you could put that on the agenda of your next health and
safety meeting.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)



Down
1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6)
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, 
killed in battle by the Philistines (1 
Samuel 4:11) (6)
3 Specialist in the study of the 
Muslim religion (8)
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man 
harshly, but — him as if he were 
your father’ (1 Timothy 5:1) (6)
5 One of Esau’s grandsons 
(Genesis 36:11) (4)
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4)
7 God’s instructions to the 
Israelites concerning grain 
offerings: ‘ — salt to — your 
offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3)
12 Confederation of British 
Industry (1,1,1)
14 ‘All day long they twist my 
words; they are always — to harm 
me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8)
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus 
bringing back to life a widow’s son 
in Nain (Luke 7:16) (3)
16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6)
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die 
if he wasn’t rescued from the 
cistern where he was imprisoned 
(Jeremiah 38:9) (6)
18 What the prophets do to a wall, 
with whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, 
RSV) (4,2)
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) 
(6)
21 Noah was relieved when the 
flood waters continued to —
(Genesis 8:5) (6)
23 Jesus gave the Twelve the 
power and authority to do this to 
diseases (Luke 9:1) (4)

715Crossword
Answers on page 16

Across
8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8)
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’
(Leviticus 4:12) (3)
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of
Esdras and the Maccabees are part of it (9)
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2)
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7)
16 Went to (John 4:46) (7)
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view
of God’s mercy, to — your bodies as living
sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5)
22 David’s plea to God concerning those
referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — — let them
escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7)
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1) 25 How
the book of Ezekiel refers to God more
than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4)
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Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
(February 2021)

We have decided not to hold services in St Nicholas Church during this 
lockdown. The majority of our congregation are in the vulnerable category 
so we feel it essential to keep as safe as we can. It will be so joyous when 

we have had our vaccines and can happily meet again.

Sheila Laurence
sheila.a.laurence@gmail.com, 01249 740687

100 Club Draw

The Prize Draw for January 2021 did not take place due to the 
current Covid restrictions. A date for any further missed months 

of the Draw will be announced in due course.

Jenny Norris & Margaret Harrison

ACROSS:
8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical. 16, 
Visited. 19, Offer. 22, No account. 24, RAC. 25, Sovereign Lord. 
DOWN:
1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec. 7, Add 
all. 12, CBI. 14, Plotting. 15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub it. 20, 
Furrow. 21, Recede. 23, Cure.

From the Registers

Funeral:
21st January 2021 – Derek Copeland
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Parish Directory

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key (01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spener 651565
Margaret Gubbins 248757

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris 812945
Barry Hayward 653322

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick
Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Church Administrator
Sue Hollands 655947

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Magazine Distribution
Sue Haslop 323765

Head Server
Michael Sammes 654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot 463230

Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton 660235

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
TBC

PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence 740687

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris 812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot 463230
Wendy Reeves 650622

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford 812190

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer 651565

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer 651565

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves 650622

Giving Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

Health and Safety Officer
TBC

Groups and 
Organisations at 

St. Andrew’s

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson 658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer 651565

Mothers’ Union
Margaret Gubbins 248757

100 Club
Margaret Harrison 652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis 443779

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666 

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer 651565

Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com
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To make arrangements for 
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of 
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or 
Church or concerts and events, 

please email us at 
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

mailto:standrews.ssafeguarding@outlook.com


When You Pray . . . .

He does not ask much of us, merely a thought
of Him from time to time, a little act of
adoration, sometimes to ask for His grace,
sometimes to offer Him your sufferings, at other
times to thank Him for the graces, past and
present, He has bestowed on you, in the midst
of your troubles to take solace in Him as often
as you can. Lift up your heart to Him during
your meals and in company; the least little
remembrance will always be the most pleasing
to Him. One need not cry out very loudly; He is
nearer to us than we think.

19Final Thoughts

Brother Lawrence 
of the Resurrection 

(1614 - 1691)

A Final Word
I have become interested by the idea that a great weakness of us humans
is our inability to think about ‘time’ rationally. By this, I mean that we are
often so fixated on the hear and now, we simply cannot comprehend
that over time things will inevitably change and look very different. I
think that training ourselves to be better at this will help us both avoid
mistakes in the future, but also be more resilient when we’re facing
difficulty.

This is a difficult winter. We’re in lockdown again, often isolated as it is
cold and dark outside. Sometimes it feels a bit hopeless. And yet, I can
be pretty-much certain that, in time, winter will turn into spring and the
days will become longer and warmer. There is also the real hope that as
the vaccine roll-out continues (good so far!), we can begin to overcome
this horrible virus.

So let’s have faith that we will be together again in Church soon. And
even longer-term, let’s have faith that God will continue to be with us
both in this mortal life and after. This gives me hope and joy!

I hope many of you are now receiving your vaccines. Please do let me
know if you have any stories about getting yours as this is the sort of
good news and hope that our community needs. Best wishes to all.
Remy Osman – Editor
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Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow strict social 
distancing regulations to specifically address the needs of people in 

different situations in our congregation:

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham

9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who have
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.

10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will occur in a safe
way according to the latest guidelines and rules.

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas
No services are being held during February due to lockdown

Correct at time of going to print, 24th January 2021, please check 
the website and the latest Government guidelines for any updates.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531


