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“Will you still need me ….?

When I’m 64?” A great Beatles song – and
I was 10 years old when it was written!
That makes me 64 in August and as well
as an excuse for a bit of a party with
others who share the same fate, it’s an
opportune moment for taking stock.

Taking Stock the First
The thing is, I never really believed I
would be 64 one day. I guess I spent many
years wanting to be older until I was 20,
and since then, I’ve spent just as many
years wishing (even pretending?) I was
younger. That seems a very pointless
vanity. But when I tell myself to act my
age, that doesn’t seem so appealing either.
So…

Taking Stock the Second
How is a 64-year-old supposed to behave
anyway? According to John Lennon: “You
can knit a sweater by the fireside, Sunday
mornings go for a ride. Doing the garden,
digging the weeds, who could ask for
more?” …

mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com
mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com
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Who could ask for more? ME! I’ll be asking more from life
than that when I’m 94! I suspect the lyrics are tongue-in-
cheek, but clearly John L saw being in your sixties as “old
age”, as I did then. But of course I find that it isn’t (now that
I’ve got there)!

Science predicts that those who are children at present, will
routinely live to 120 years and more, so 64 is only half way for
them…

Taking Stock the Third
To be fair, the real point of the song is a kind of thankful
contentedness at sharing your later years with someone who
loves you. And that is certainly something to celebrate.

And our life of faith gives us exactly that. “From birth to death,
Lord, you hold us in your hand”, a Franciscan prayer says; and
waking up every morning knowing we are children of our
heavenly Father, and expecting some new and affirming
blessing each day, and trusting in a God who knows our frailty
(he remembers that we are but dust), and setting our sights on
the kingdom which is all around us and yet is waiting for us
when we die … all these things make who we are precious
beyond price at any and every age.

So today, I’ll enjoy being 63 years 11 months and 10 days,
even though the day, “when I get older, losing my hair …” has
well and truly come.

With love and blessings
-Rod
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Congratulations!
Our church family were delighted to be able to come together and share 

some very special celebrations during July including:

The Baptism of Edith Willow Key, Rod and Sue’s granddaughter on 4th July 

The Ruby (40th) Wedding Anniversary of Eryl and Dick Spencer on 18th July.
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Wednesday Coffee Shop Open Again!

On Wednesday 21st July, Dorryta's team was geared for action as St
Andrew’s Wednesday Coffee Shop re-opened again after 16 months
closure during the pandemic.

It was so good to see so many of the regular supporters come
through the door, delighted that they could meet up with old
acquaintances and sit and enjoy coffee and cake together. We are
so fortunate at St Andrew's to utilise the fantastic
space that we have so no overcrowding.

L-R: Liz Nelson, Sue Wood, Ros Harford, Caroline Emerson, Tricia
Dixon, Dorryta Hayward (Sue Key took the picture, but was an
excellent waitress too!!)
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Electronic Prayer Chain?  Surely not?

Well yes, such a thing does exist right here at St Andrew’s! These days, I
prefer to refer to it as a prayer circle! It’s less off-putting for
technophobes. The prayer chain was begun by Wendy Larkin several
years ago but continues to meet a need – especially so, during the
pandemic

At the moment, some 30 people are signed up to receive the
intercessions lists which we use in church. The lists contain reminders of
the people and things we pray for weekly in church – our bishops,
dioceses and provinces of the Anglican Communion, charities and
organisations worldwide and local, the long-term sick and those recently
taken ill or who need prayer urgently, those who have died and those
who mourn them. I include prayers from the candle stand but usually
leave them on the lists for no more than one mailing. One are two
names are written in the book each week so I leave them in place.

I send out the list (blind copies) every two or three weeks and also
include a list of Saints’ days and the birthdays of church members which
fall within that period. As the list in church is updated each Sunday and
as I pick up new entries in the book at the candle stand, I send out
updates. Members of the prayer circle send me updates too, for which I
am most grateful. I try to give a small amount of information about
people that we may not know very well but respect people’s wishes for
anonymity, sometimes using only a first name or just a relationship “for
a Dad” etc.

I don’t give any guidance on how to use the lists as those on the list have
their own patterns of prayer and will use the reminders of names and
causes in their own way. I can only conclude that the prayer chain is
fulfilling its purpose because thus far, only people moving away from
Chippenham have asked to be removed from the circle, new people
have joined us and the requests for prayer continue. If you would like to
join us please email me at emwspencer143 @btinternet.com

Eryl Spencer

mailto:emwspencer143@btinternet.com
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Are we Muddled about ‘Ministry’?
When I was ordained into the full time ministry of the Church of
England, they said , “He has gone into the church.” When, after 60
years as a priest and with my 90th birthday approaching, I decided
that I was too geriatric to continue taking services. At that point it
seemed sensible to ask, “Has he left the church?” When I was
ordained it was a full-time career move. I was joining a
profession. And it remains that for some today. The first muddle
to confuse us is when the full-time ordained ministry is identified
as being the church itself.

Our second muddle is to think it is still like that, still rather
exclusively focussed on the full time ordained ministry. Since then
the church has taken more seriously the example of the Apostle
Paul, who was a major leader in the early church but who earned
his living as a tent maker. So we have non-stipendiary or self-
supporting ministers, who earn their living from employment
outside the church. Anton Campbell our new curate at St Andrews
is in full time employment in the police force.

So far we have only discussed those who have been
ordained. From quite early in the history of the church it’s leaders
have been consecrated as Bishops or ordained as Priests or
Deacons. But what about lay ministers who are licensed not
ordained. The government of the nation uses the same words
‘ministers' and ‘ministries’ and because of this an odour of
authority hangs around the use of these words in the Church.

The principal word used for ministry in the NewTestament is
diakonia and there are words from this root for a minister, and for
the verb to minister. Our word deacon comes from this root. The
general underlying meaning of the word is about offering a service
to others. It covers all kinds of service from rulers to helpers,
servants and attendants. An unusual example is when the word is
used for the support of women with money who sustained Jesus
and his disciples during his ministry in Galilee.
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In that broad sense therefore we are committing ourselves to the
service or ministry of God when we say the Lord’s Prayer. We are
committing ourselves to a ministry of working for God’s name to be
hallowed, God’s kingdom to come and God’s will to be done on
earth as in heaven. In this more general sense therefore we
become ministers when we are baptised and become members of
the church

Especially in Paul’s letters there are specific references to ministries
exercised by leaders in the churches, ministers of the Gospel or
ministers of Christ. The form of leadership in the church has
changed greatly as the church has changed in its response to a
changing world. The letter to the Ephesians mentions specific roles:
apostles, prophets, evangelist, pastors and teachers. It also makes
clear that the specific purposes for this ministerial leadership is: “to
equip God’s people for work in his service [or ministry], for the
building up of the body of Christ.”

The ministry of a parish church focusses especially on when the
church gathers for worship and fellowship and what this does to
build up the body of Christ. St Andrews is looking for sidespersons
to welcome visitors, servers to assist at the altar and coffee shop
volunteers. These are a few of the lay ministries focused around
our gathering together as a fellowship in the church and which are
vital for the proper functioning of our community life.

We gather as a community for a limited time mainly on
Sundays. But what about the rest of the week when we are
dispersed into the life of the world? Surely this is a very significant
part of lay ministry, a key apart of our discipleship, of our service of
the risen Lord. That being so what does “equipping God’s people”
in the Ephesians quotation above mean in relation to the ministry
of the God’s people in the life of the world? That is where most of
my ministry has been focussed and it will be the subject of the
second part of this article in next month’s St Andrews Herald.
Bryan Pettifer
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Margaret Harrison

Margaretharrison9 
@outlook.com
652148
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THE AUTUMN FAYRE IS BACK!
SATURDAY 2ND OCTOBER 2021: 10.00AM TO 2.00PM

Please can you start saving items for the Tombola Stall
which Margaret Harrison & Barry Harford will be
running: Bottles of wine, new items, toiletries,
unwanted gifts etc, Supermarket buy-one-get-one-free;
Margaret & Barry happy to accept contributions to store
from now onwards.

SPECIAL prizes to supplement the GRAND DRAW
welcome (see Jen 01249 655947)

100 Club 
Subscriptions for the period to 31st January 2022 are 
due from AUGUST for those members who pay six 

monthly. Cheques (or cash) for £30 made payable to St 
Andrew’s PCC, please. 

Prize Draw for August (11 August) and going forward 
will take place at a Wednesday Coffee Shop. Dates will 

be notified in advance. 

New members welcome and/or further. 
Information from : 

Jenny Norris or Margaret Harrison 
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What is Fair Trade?

Fair trade, defined simply, is when producers in developing countries
are paid a fair price for their work, by companies in developed
countries.
It's when the price we pay for products gives enough to producers for
them to afford life's essentials - like food, education and healthcare.
Fair trade was created as an alternative way of doing trade. It is based on
partnership, which means that the interests of farmers and workers are
just as important as other commercial considerations. It also represents a
solution to poverty and a model for development.

Key Principles of Fair Trade
• Trading practices are fair and not one-sided.
• Prices paid are fair and sufficient for producers and workers to earn

more than enough to meet their day-to-day needs.
• Payments are often made in advance to ensure the supplier can fulfill

orders.
• Producers and workers have a voice, whether organised into groups

or involved in workplaces where there is freedom of association.
• Safe working conditions, non-discrimination and welfare of children.

The Wider World of Fair Trade
Fair Trade has grown enormously since the 1980s. There are lots of
organisations throughout the world who share the same mission and
philosophy as Traidcraft. We call ourselves Fair Trade Organisations
(FTOs) and often work together.

Traidcraft is a member of two larger membership organisations.
The European Fair Trade Association (EFTA), which is a group of like-
minded FTOs in Europe, collaborating in product development,
purchasing and a whole range of other things.

The World Fair Organisation (WFTO), which is a larger global
membership body of FTOs and importantly includes membership in the
global South – in other words producers from Africa, Central and Latin
America and Asia who are seeking to benefit from Fair Trade.
Debbie Warren is away. Above adapted from the Traid Craft website
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Letter from Uncle Eustace: Press one for vicar, two for 
curate…

My dear Nephew Darren,
Now you have got your new telephone system in the parish, I shall not be

calling you again. I refuse to wait for ten minutes every time I ring to have to
listen to the cycle of ‘press 1 for the vicar, 2 for the curate, 3 for the secretary’,
until we end with ‘12 for requests for prayer.’ I was tempted to leave a message
on 12 to ask that the wretched machine would break down, but then realised I
would have to call a second time to leave a message on 13 for making a
confession.

And if I have to listen one more time to someone playing ‘Thine be the
glory’ on one finger on an electric organ while I am ‘on hold’ I will have him
excommunicated. At least you have the grace not to ask me not to hang up, as
my call is important to you. I would even warm to your system if a voice
occasionally said that they couldn’t care less whether I hung up or not, as my
call was utterly irrelevant to them.

Those poor people who have to wait to reach 7 for leaving messages
regarding marriages might as well leave a second message on 8 for baptisms,
and save on a large phone bill in months to come. As for 9 for funerals, entire
families could be born, marry and die before they reach that one. And may I
suggest that your car parking attendant who stuck a note on my windscreen
telling me not to park there again is given the number 666.

My own answerphone tells people firmly that the machine does not
accept incoming messages, and that I only answer personally on Thursdays
between 10am and 12 noon, provided nothing better has turned up.
Alternatively, they could write me a letter which may (or may not) be answered,
at my convenience.

As for the few who have got hold of my mobile number, my response is
to say that I am just about to enter a tunnel and then to switch it off. Callers
from other parts of the country now believe that the parish of St James the Least
is honeycombed by mile-long tunnels, making communication all but
impossible.

You can now be assured that your new system means you will be
contactable at any moment, wherever you happen to be. But don’t call me to
complain and expect to receive sympathy; I shall be just about to enter a
tunnel.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)



Down
1  Ridicule (Luke 18:32) (4)
2  Encased in strapped-on light 
shoes (Song of Songs 7:1) (9)
3  Cambridge Inter-Collegiate 
Christian Union (1,1,1,1,1)
4  ‘Father, give me my — of your 
estate’ (Luke 15:12) (5)
5  Assistant (4)
6  On a par (John 5:18) (5)
10 Credo (anag.) (5)
11 Beaten with a rod (5)
12 The fourth of Job’s 
‘comforters’, who deferred 
making his contribution because 
of his junior status

(Job 32:6) (5)
13 Chosen as a temple attendant, 
he was described by Ezra as ‘a 
capable man’ (Ezra 8:18) (9)
14 ‘Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where — and 
rust destroy’ (Matthew 6:19) (4)
15 Employs (4)
18 Associated with penitence for 
sins, along with sackcloth 
(Matthew 11:21) (5)
20 Association of South-East 
Asian Nations (1,1,1,1,1)
21 Sub-continent to which Baptist 
missionary pioneer William 
Carey devoted his life (5)
22 Recess at east end of a church 
(4)
23 One of the nine sons of Beriah
(1 Chronicles 8:15) (4)

715Crossword

Answers on page 16

ACROSS
1 Of Moses (6)
4 ‘You have been weighed on the — and
found wanting’

(Daniel 5:27) (6)
7 Where Jesus performed the first of his
miraculous signs (John 2:11) (4)
8 Roman emperor who ordered all the Jews
to leave Rome (Acts 18:2) (8)
9 Member of a conservative Jewish party in
the Sanhedrin which believed there was no
resurrection

(Acts 23:8) (8)
13 South London Mission (1,1,1)
16 Sure of one’s own ability (2 Corinthians
11:17) (4-9)
17 ‘At this the man’s face fell. He went away
— , because he had great wealth’ (Mark
10:22) (3)
19 Airs used (anag.) (8)
24 ‘The Lord is my — , I shall not be in
want’ (Psalm 23:1) (8)
25 ‘He has sent me to — up the broken-
hearted’ (Isaiah 61:1) (4)
26 At or towards the rear of a ship (6)
27 Cross-carrying evangelist and world
traveller, — Blessitt (6)
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Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas

August 8th Evensong with communion.                        6.30pm

August 22nd Holy Communion, traditional language.      6.30pm

Sheila Laurence 01249 740687

From the Registers
Baptisms:
04/07/2021: Edith Willow Key

Funerals:
28/06/2021:        Michael Skidmore
28/06/2021:        John Pike
13/07/2021:        Tony Lee
15/07/2021:        Sean O’Callaghan
26/07/2021:        Ethel Horse

Weddings:
22/07/2021: Laura Candida Renee Mansell & Steffan John Goold

100 Club Draw

June: £100: 42 £40: 44 £25: 39

Margaret Harrison

ACROSS:1Mosaic;4Scales;7Cana;8Claudius;9Sadducee;13SLM;16
Self-confident;17Sad;19Radiuses;24Shepherd;25Bind;26Astern;27Arthur
DOWN:1Mock;2Sandalled;3CICCU;4Share;5Aide;6Equal;10Décor;11
Caned;12Elihu;13Sherebiah;14Moth;15Uses;18Ashes;20ASEAN;21India;
22Apse;23Eder
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Parish Directory

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key (01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spencer 651565

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris 812945
Gavin Macrae 659422

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick
Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Church Administrator
Jen Corton 655947

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Head Server
Michael Sammes 654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot 463230

Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton 660235

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Pip Hugman 274269

PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence 740687

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris 812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot 463230
Sue Wood 650478

Treasurer (St. Nicolas’)
Wendy Reeves 650622

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford 812190

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer 651565

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer 651565

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves 650622

Giving Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

Health and Safety Officer
TBC

Groups and 
Organisations at 

St. Andrew’s

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson 658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer 651565

100 Club
Margaret Harrison 652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis 443779

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666 

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer 651565

Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com
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To make arrangements for 
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of 
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or 
Church or concerts and events, 

please email us at 
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

mailto:standrews.ssafeguarding@outlook.com


When You Pray . . . .

Lord, You are good and gentle in all Your
ways; and Your mercy is so great that not
only the blessings but also the misfortunes
of Your people are channels of Your
compassion. Grant that I may turn to You
as a Father in my present condition since
the change in my own state from health to
sickness brings no change to You. You are
always the same, and You are my loving
Father in times of trouble and in times of
joy alike.

19Final Thoughts

Blaise Pascal -
Mathematician and 

scientist
(1623 – 1662) 

A Final Word
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A real pleasure to edit this issue of the Herald and see so many of our
much-loved elements of life at St. Andrew’s – such as the Wednesday
coffee shop – have now resumed once again. So lovely to see smiling
faces as our church family is reunited again after such a trying year
and a half.

I remember six months ago, when the world seemed so particularly
dark and bleak, reflecting that just as night turns into day, so too will
these trying times one day end. What a humbling lesson in patience,
resilience, and most importantly faith we have all had in experiencing
this.

I am sure we are all praying that the worst of the pandemic is now
behind us and we will continue to progress towards the ’light’.

Best wishes to you all. And sending lots of love from across the world.

-Remy Osman, Editor



Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow the latest 
Covid guidelines and rules. 

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham

9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who have
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.

10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will occur in a safe
way according to the latest guidelines and rules.

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas

Evening Service at 6.30 pm on 1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531


