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2 Welcome

Photo: Remy Osman

Everything which is Yes

i thank you God for most this amazing
day:for the leaping greenly spirits of trees
and a blue true dream of sky;and for
everything
which is natural which is infinite which is
yes

(i who have died am alive again today
and this is the sun’s birthday;this is the
birth
day of life and of love and of wings:and of
the gay
great happening illimitably earth)

How should tasting touching hearing
seeing
breathing any – lifted from the no
of all nothing – human merely being
doubt unimaginable You?

(now the ears of my ears awake and
now the eyes of my eyes are opened)

e. e. cummings

mailto:kingalfredhall@gmail.com


7Welcome 3

This wonderful Easter poem by e. e. cummings (famous
for being sparse with his punctuation and capital letters)
says pretty much all I could want to say about
resurrection.

He parallels it with that indescribable feeling of joy that
comes with a bright spring day and the thankfulness for
what the psalmist calls “the wonder of my being”. All
combine to make him feel that his eyes and ears are
opened to something deeper – a resurrection experience.

But the heart of the poem for me is thankfulness for
“everything which is yes”. Jesus’ resurrection is all about
the victory of “yes” and the defeat of the “no of all
nothing”. The birth day of life and love and wings speaks
to our deepest inner being (e.e.c. might have called it
“the soul of my soul”) of what we truly need.

Not to cling to the things of this world, but to let those
things lead us to what is deeper.

To be remade.

Easter blessings to you,

Rod
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REVISION OF 2021 PARISH ELECTORAL ROLL

As many of you know the Church of England is governed by
Synodical arrangements - General, Deanery and the Parochial
Church Council. Our Parish Annual Meeting is hopefully
planned for Sunday 23rd May, preparations have to be made for
elections to the Parochial Church Council and the Deanery
Synod.

To take part in these elections only those on the church's
Electoral Roll may vote, and it was thought it would be helpful
to some of you to give a short explanation about this.

The Electoral Roll is a parish's register of electors, it is a list of
those qualified to vote at the Annual Parish Church Meeting
where elections for the PCC and the Deanery Synod take place.
Those entitled to have their names on this roll have to be 16
years of age or more and they must reside in the relevant parish
or be regular worshippers in church whose roll they wish to
join.

Ros Harford is St Andrew's Electoral Roll Officer and should
you wish to be included in the roll and take part in the
aforementioned elections, has the necessary forms for
completion. There will be some copies of the form left at the
back of church. You do not need to complete a form if your
name is already on the 2019 Electoral Roll of names (the 2019
Electoral Roll is kept and revised annually over a period of 6
years) – if you wish to check your details are correct, there will
be a copy of the Electoral Roll at the back of church in April.



5Parish Updates

RIDE AND STRIDE FOR CHURCHES

Thanks to the commitment and energy of many supporters, RIDE
& STRIDE 2020 went ahead and raised over £44,000 for Wiltshire
Churches. This was an exceptional a outcome and we are so
grateful to all who took part. WE ARE NOW PLANNING THE
2021 RIDE & STRIDE.

RIDE & STRIDE IS AN IMPORTANT SOURCE OF FUNDS. As
well as boosting your own church’s finances for essential repairs
and enhancements, Ride & Stride enables Wiltshire Historic
Churches Trust to assist churches with grants. In the last five years
the Trust has made grants to Wiltshire churches and chapels of all
denominations totalling £429,000.

This year’s RIDE & STRIDE takes place on Saturday, 11th

September 2021. This sponsored event is always much enjoyed
by cyclists, walkers and horse-riders of all ages. Half the money
raised goes back to your own church and the other half is used by
the Trust respond as best it can to requests for grants. It is not
necessary to be super-fit to take part in Ride & Stride; even a
gentle stroll from one church to another constitutes
participation. For the more energetic there are cash prizes for the
best achieving individuals in three age groups. The Brooke Cup
(plus £500) and its equivalent for the under-18 age group, the
Junior Group Cup p(plus £100) are awarded to the most successful
parishes.

Sponsorship forms and more
information nearer the date.

Margaret Harrison
Parish Organiser

PS photo is some of last year’s riders!
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A Legacy Policy for St. Andrew’s

It is now just over a year since the parish council approved
a legacy policy. There has been little opportunity to make
this known during lockdown, so I have chosen the St.
Andrew’s Herald to do so. The policy covers two important
aspects:

1. Advising people who wish to include the church in
their wills, and

2. Conducting discussions with executors about any
special desires of the giver.

Anyone wanting to leave money to the church may make
an initial contact with a wide variety of people in the
parish: parish priest, parish office churchwardens etc.
There is a need for a central point where all relevant
information is held, and potential donors can be given
consistent advice. The Legacy Advisor acts as this central
point. The purpose of the Legacy Advisor is not to give
legal advice. He/she will recommend that they approach a
solicitor about drawing up a will. But he/she will explain
how the church would use a legacy and provide the text for
a typical clause in a will or codicil identifying St. Andrew’s
as the recipient.
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One important part of the advice given will be to avoid
being too specific about the use of the legacy. As an
example, I could leave money to the organ fund. But if, as I
hope, I live long enough to see the project completed, then
the PCC has a problem about how to use the money when
the time comes. A better formulation would be “the
furtherance of music in the church”. The PCC can then
make a decision suitable to the needs of church music at
the time.

The policy commits the PCC to using such gifts to make a
difference in the parish and not allowing them to disappear
in the “black hole” of normal day-to-day running costs.
Gifts will be used to help fund significant development
projects, whether building, equipment or other. It can even
go to funding a staff project such as accommodating a
priest-in-training in the parish. The important thing is that
there is an identifiable project to associate with the giver’s
name. The PCC is committed to discussing such projects
with the executors of the will.

I have been appointed as Legacy Advisor under this policy
and can be reached on chris@higman.eu or after most
Sunday services and look forward to discussing the matter
with anybody in confidence.

Chris Higman

mailto:chris@higman.eu
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A SURE AND CERTAIN HOPE

Lent gets you thinking about self doubt and where you have
come from and are going to in life. Then the Easter story follows
on, displaying every possible human emotion from Hate and
Betrayal right through to Compassion, Love and Hope.

My father, Arthur, was an ordinary working man of his time,
poorly educated but intelligent and industrious. He was not a
regular churchgoer but he lived his life with the Christian values
of love and loyalty to his family, his country and his friends.

In his younger days, before the war, he joined the Coldstream
Guards and he soon made a particular friend, Archie Lush, and
they remained close always. In 1937 he returned to civilian life
and found industrial employment as a Millwright.

Before very long the war clouds were gathering and he was
called back to the colours. Like so many other ordinary men and
women on both sides of the conflict he was about to be tested to
the limits of his endurance.

France beckoned and he went with the BEF to the ill fated
defence of that country, his unit formed part of the rear guard of
Dunkirk and the bitter fighting that took place there. Once back
in the UK they were sent to Scotland for training, the purpose of
which was to make a seaborne raid on German occupied
territory. He was never told or knew where they went (it was
probably the Lofoten Islands off the coast of Norway) but they
spent several days ashore destroying enemy assets before
returning, bringing with them any civilians who wished to come.
He and Archie came through it again unscathed, Hope lived on.



9Local History

Now they were to go to the Western Dessert as part of the 1st

Army. They were there sometime and after a long defence of a
strategic position they were relieved by fresh troops so that
they could withdraw to the rear for rest. It was Christmas day
1942.

Arthur and Archie got a ride in a Bren gun carrier and set off
back to the rest area when there was a tremendous explosion,
they had run over a mine. Archie was killed instantly and
Arthur severely wounded.

Many years later when Dad and I were getting ready to go to
the remembrance service I looked at the photo of Archie that
Dad kept on the wall in his living room, “what was he like” I
asked. He replied “ he was a very gentle man, trusting, almost
childlike in his nature” I then said something like “I expect he
is looking down on us now Dad” I was a little shaken by his
response, he looked at me and said “there is nothing after you
die son, just blackness”, his eyes were dulled and his pallor
greyish, It took me a moment to reply; “how do you know that
Dad”. “I know because when I was blown up everything went
silent and black, I was like that for 3 days before coming
round, that is how I know what it is like when you are dead”.
There was another short silence and then I said to him “ yes
Dad those three days may have seemed like being dead but
you were not you were alive”.

We looked at each other, Dad said nothing but his eyes were
bright and he had colour back in his face, Hope had returned.

Barry Hayward
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Chippenham in the Spring – readers’ photographs
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WHEN ASKED..THE REPLY I AM FINE THANK YOU

There is nothing the matter with me,
I’m as healthy as I can be.
When I talk, l talk with a wheeze.
My pulse is weak, and
My blood is thin, but I’m awfully well, 
For the shape I’m in.
I have arthritis in both my knees, and
Arch supports for my feet, 
Or l wouldn’t be able to do even a slow walk.
Sleep is denied me night after night, but every morning, l find I’m all right.
My head’s in a spin but I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.
The moral is this as my tale l unfold, that for you and me who are growing old,
It’s better to say
IM FINE. With a grin, than to let folks know the shape you are in.

Sent anonymously



12 Fair Trade Update

“Traidcraft Foodbank Appeal” update

Our living room is certainly no stranger to large boxes but there
was something particularly exciting about the extensive collection
of Traidcraft boxes which all but barred our entry for a couple of
days last week: they contained, of course, all the fairly traded
foodstuffs purchased with the money donated by our congregation
and destined to add a little extra to the weekly food boxes
delivered (by the teams at St Peter’s Church) to some 100 recipient
households in the Chippenham area. On behalf of Traidcraft plc,
the producers they buy from and those recipient families, I should
like to extend a heartfelt thank you for the overwhelmingly
generous donations received.

Here then is what the stunning final total of £410 enabled us to
purchase:

• 42 packets of dried apricots - grown by the Mountain Fruits
Cooperative in the remote north of Pakistan

• 42 packets of dried mango - grown by the Gebana d’ Afrique
cooperatives in Burkina Faso

• 70 packets of mixed peanuts and cashews - grown by the
cooperatives of small-scale farmers in Nicaragua, Malawi and
India who supply the Liberation nut company

• 72 packets of FairBreak Choc Chip cookies - made with
Fairtrade cocoa and sugar grown by the Kasinthula Cane
Growers Association, Malawi

• 90 bars of Divine chocolate (an assortment of orange milk,
caramel milk and cappuccino flavours) – made from cocoa
grown by the Kuapa Kokoo cooperative of smallholder farmers
in Ghana
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While it has been a challenge to find ways of fulfilling our
role of Fairtrade Church these past 12 months, this has
proved to be a lovely way for us to celebrate this year’s
Fairtrade Fortnight. Your kindness has enabled us to use
Traidcraft plc as a bridge linking producer families in the
Global South with families in our own community who
might not normally be in a position to experience the
relative luxury of organically grown Fairtrade food items.

I’m reminded of the words of the final song we sing at
Andy’s @4 services, when families of young children pass a
cuddly heart-shaped toy around the circle: Now Jesus said
you must love one another: pass it on, pass it on, pass it on.”

God bless!
Debbie Warren

Photos show: 1) the extensive collection of boxes 
2) examples of the food items we were able to donate
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Letter from Uncle Eustace: On the best way to run a church
council meeting

My dear Nephew Darren,

Thank you for inviting me to speak at your church council yesterday. I
began to suspect that my theme of why Eusebius’s dislike of Sabellianism led to
his condemnation at the Council of Antioch in 324 was a little misjudged,
when the only question I was asked after my lecture was if Eusebius was on
Facebook.

I never realised how much technology is needed these days just to
discuss church matters. It seemed that everyone had brought their laptop, so
they could refer to all the diocesan briefing documents and reports that you
mentioned. I’ve been in the diocese 40 years and have never heard of most of
those papers. But then I find it too easy to delete the diocesan mailings,
unread, with a click of my mouse.

Our church meetings are far more traditional. Since the church floor
seems to have been carved out of permafrost, our meetings circulate round
members’ houses. This introduces a nice element of competition, as each host
tries to outdo the previous one in the baking of cakes. Meetings at Colonel
Drinkwater’s – a more inappropriate name one cannot imagine – are the
shortest, since we are always promised wine once the meeting is over. It is
remarkable how unanimity is achieved on every subject within minutes, and
nothing appears under “any other business”.

Mrs Eddington never troubles us with minutes, largely because she can
rarely read the notes she takes. She just shares with us whatever she can
decipher at our next meeting. Last month, she accidentally brought her
shopping list instead, and so read that out. There followed a lively discussion
on whether carrots from our local shop were better than those at the
supermarket. When it was found out she intended to use them in a venison
casserole, endless recipes were keenly debated.

We always leave our church meetings well fed, up to date with village
gossip, and totally untroubled by any church council business. And the lack of
any minutes ensures that I can then make all the decisions myself, between
meetings. I think you will find our system has much to be commended.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)



Down

1  My — for His Highest (Oswald 
Chambers’ best-known book) (6) 
2  Festival of the resurrection (6) 
3  ‘His sons will prepare for war 
and — a great army’ (Daniel 
11:10) (8) 
4  ‘Let not the — string his bow’ 
(Jeremiah 51:3) (6) 
5  Name of the River Thames in 
and around Oxford (4) 
6  ‘From then on Judas watched for 
an opportunity — — him over’ 
(Matthew 26:16) (2,4) 
7  ‘But Christ is faithful — — —
over God’s house’ (Hebrews 3:6) 
(2,1,3) 
12 Long-handled implement used 
to till the soil (Isaiah 7:25) (3) 
14 Order to which monks and 
nuns devote themselves (8) 
15 Appropriate (Proverbs 15:23) 
(3) 
16 I, uncle (anag.) (6) 
17 ‘They gave him — — of broiled 
fish’ (Luke 24:42) (1,5) 
18 ‘Weren’t there three men that 
we — — and threw into the fire?’ 
(Daniel 3:24) (4,2) 
20 Mountain where Noah’s ark 
came to rest (Genesis 8:4) (6) 
21 ‘Don’t you know that friendship 
with the world is — towards God?’ 
(James 4:4) (6) 
23  Prominent architectural feature 
of large cathedrals such as St Paul’s 
(4)

715Crossword

Answers on page 16

ACROSS

8  ‘He poured out his life unto death, and 
was numbered with the — ’ (Isaiah 53:12) 
(13)
9  ‘When they had sung a hymn, they 
went — to the Mount of Olives (Matthew 
26:30) (3)
10 Comes between Galatians and 
Philippians (9) 
11 ‘Your heart will — and swell with joy’ 
(Isaiah 60:5) (5) 
13 Muslim holy month (7) 
16 Ten ears (anag.) (7) 
19 Under (poetic abbrev.) (5) 
22 How Abram described himself to God 
when he complained that his inheritance 
would pass to a servant (Genesis 15:2) (9)
24 ‘Go to the — , you sluggard’ (Proverbs 
6:6) (3) 
25 Debar from receiving Communion (13)
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Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas

April 2nd   Good Friday Service.                      10am
April 4th    Easter Sunday. Holy Communion    6.30pm
April18th    Evening Prayer with Communion.   6.30pm

Sheila Laurence 01249 740687

Sheila Laurence
sheila.a.laurence@gmail.com, 01249 740687

Editor’s note: sincere apologies for publishing incorrect dates for Holy Week last month

100 Club Draw

January: £100: 3 £40: 71 £25: 58
February:  £100: 30 £40: 26 £25: 21
March:     £100: 53 £40: 5 £25: 34

Margaret Harrison

From the Registers
Funerals:
Jane Hibberd: Feb 26th
Joan Witts: March 15th

Derek Todd: March 22nd
Geoff Endacott: March 24th

ACROSS:8, Transgressors. 9, Out. 10, Ephesians. 11, Throb. 13, Ramadan. 
16, Nearest. 19, Neath. 22, Childless. 24, Ant. 25, Excommunicate. 
DOWN:1, Utmost. 2, Easter. 3, Assemble. 4, Archer. 5, Isis. 6, To hand. 7, 
As a son. 12, Hoe. 14, Monastic. 15, Apt. 16, Nuclei. 17, A piece. 18, 
Tied up. 20, Ararat. 21, Hatred. 23, Dome.
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Parish Directory

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key (01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spener 651565
Margaret Gubbins 248757

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris 812945
Barry Hayward 653322

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick
Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Church Administrator
Sue Hollands 655947

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Magazine Distribution
Sue Haslop 323765

Head Server
Michael Sammes 654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot 463230

Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton 660235

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
TBC

PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence 740687

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris 812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot 463230
Wendy Reeves 650622

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford 812190

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer 651565

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer 651565

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves 650622

Giving Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jen Corton
standrews.safeguarding@outlook.com

Health and Safety Officer
TBC

Groups and 
Organisations at 

St. Andrew’s

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson 658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer 651565

100 Club
Margaret Harrison 652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis 443779

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666 

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer 651565

Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com
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To make arrangements for 
Baptisms, Marriage, Reading of 
Banns etc or to Book the Hall or 
Church or concerts and events, 

please email us at 
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

mailto:standrews.ssafeguarding@outlook.com


When You Pray . . . .

Surrender your own poverty and
acknowledge your nothingness to the Lord.
Whether you understand it or not, God
loves you, is present in you, lives in you,
dwells in you, calls you, saves you and
offers you an understanding and
compassion which are like nothing you
have ever found in a book or heard in a
sermon.
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Thomas Merton
(1915-1968)

A Final Word

Over the past few years there have been some defining moments
during services at St Andrew’s where the words of the songs I have
sung with the choir, have helped me really ‘get’ our faith. One such
example is from Handel’s Thine be the Glory, which I remember
singing during the Easter service in 2018 and feeling a shiver
running down my spine. I think so succinctly sums up why we
should celebrate Easter with great joy:

Thine be the glory
Risen conquering Son
Endless is the victory
Thou o'er death hast won

It is remarkable, in this world of 24 hour news cycles, to think of a
victory as ‘endless’. And yet it is so true. Christ’s sacrifice for man is
as relevant today as it was for the very first generation of Christians.
And it will remain so forever and ever – world without end.

Remy Osman – Editor
PS As I write this there are 19 hours and 1 minute left until I can finally come
out of my 21-day quarantine in Singapore. I cannot wait!
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Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow strict social 
distancing regulations to specifically address the needs of people in 

different situations in our congregation:

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham

9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who have
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.

10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will occur in a safe
way according to the latest guidelines and rules.

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas
No services are being held during February due to lockdown

Correct at time of going to print, 24th January 2021, please check 
the website and the latest Government guidelines for any updates.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531


