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Journey to the Promised Land
If any of you are partial to a bit of Sci Fi, you
could do a lot worse than the current remake of
Battlestar Galactic on BBC iPlayer (for free).
I vaguely remember the original TV series and
it’s not changed much, except in the CGI
department. The plot? The human race is fleeing
in a motley bunch of spaceships from the evil
robots, the Cylons, and they’re searching for
earth, the planet their ancestors migrated from
eons ago. A planet that is now little more than
myth and rumour to their minds.

Daphnejefferies657@btinternet.com
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Magazine Editor
Remy Osman

remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947
Open Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri
Morning for general enquiries
and Monday 6pm-6:30pm for
Wedding and Christenings
enquiries
To get in touch or book the Hall,
please email us at
kingalfredhall@gmail.com

Basically, it’s a retelling of the Exodus story;
and, refreshingly, many of the characters have
faith and aren’t afraid to pray when they’re up
against it.
But the reason I’m mentioning it, is a scene
when they first set out to seek for the Promised
Land. When the commander boosts their
flagging spirits by describing the land of milk
and honey that they are travelling through the
barren wilderness to find. And when he asks if
it is their will that they seek for Earth, they say it
is, and affirm it with the phrase, “And so say we
all!” He encourages them to shout as loud as
they can, “And so say we all!”

Welcome
“Amen,” in other words.
Reminiscent of the Old Testament anointing of Solomon, or the
rebuilding of the Temple, “And all the people with one voice said,
“Amen!””
It’s a rarity in the history of the human race, though – for all the
people with one voice to say anything.
In many ways, the Covid epidemic has brought us together – but in
just as many ways it seems to push us apart. If the world could
speak with one voice, we’d be much stronger in the fight; we’d be
able to tackle so much – from climate change to drug trafficking –
from refugees to sustainable agriculture.
But we don’t … and to be fair, neither did the people of Israel most
of the time. They fell to wrangling and bickering pretty quickly.
But the moments and glimpses we catch when it actually seems a
possibility – “the world for once in perfect harmony with all its
living things.” (from “Lion King”, by the way) – send a tingle down
your spine, and ignites something deep in our soul; the desire to
be of one mind and one heart – in other words, the longing for
God’s Kingdom to come.
Ancient myth to be taken with a pinch of salt? The opium of the
people preventing the masses from rising up against their
oppressors? Wishful thinking that makes an unbearable reality
more tolerable (that’s “Life of Pi”)? Is that what the promised
Kingdom is?
Or is it the truth about the destiny for which God
created us – to be one in communion with our
creator and all creation? Is that the truth that we
have all really known deep down from the
beginning?
I say “Amen” to that. And people of faith
throughout the world echo, “So say we all.”
Best wishes and stay safe

-Rod
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Ride and Stride 2020

Ride and Stride 2020
Ride and Stride is an annual event organized by the Wiltshire Historic
Churches Trust (www.wiltshirehistoricchurchestrust.org.uk) and is a
major source of funds for the Trust. This year it took place on 12th
September. The Trust is an “independent, non-profit organisation
dedicated to promoting and supporting church buildings of historic,
architectural and community value across the county.” Wiltshire Ride
+ Stride (or its predecessor the Great Cycle Ride) has been going since
1984 and has raised over £1.5 million for the county’s churches. 50%
of the money raised goes to the participant’s chosen church and the
other half to the County Historic Churches Trust. Participants may be
cyclists, walkers, horse-riders or drivers of mobility scooters. They may
visit as many churches as they like, planning their own route.
St. Andrew’s has taken part in the event previously. This year’s
team consisted of James Adman and Pip and Chris Higman all on their
bicycles. We chose a 50 km route visiting the churches of St. Margaret
of Antioch, Leigh Delamere, St. Andrew’s, Castle Combe, St. John the
Baptist Colerne, St. Christopher’s Ditteridge, St. Thomas-à-Becket Box
and St. Nicholas Biddestone. We set out at about 9:30 reaching Box at
13:15 (about half an hour later than planned!). There we had an
excellent outdoor lunch at the Birdhouse Café. For the return journey
we split up. Pip and Chris rode to Biddestone via Colerne and
Slaughterford to avoid the A4. James rode there via Corsham.
The weather for the ride was absolutely perfect – dry and sunny
but not too hot. It was disappointing that contrary to previous years the
churches on our route were all closed because of virus restrictions. So
instead of collecting signatures as confirmation of the visit, we took
photos. The only church open was Colerne, but even there the inside
pews were taped off. This was an important moment for James, since
this was the church that he was married in. We met other riders and
striders on our way including friends of James’ from Colerne.
This year’s ride was for the organ fund. It brought in total of
£720.00. A big thank you to all our sponsors.

Chris Higman

Ride and Stride 2020

Left to right from top row: Leigh Delamere, Castle Combe,
Colerne (interior), Ditteridge, Box, Leigh Delamere, Castle Combe
Photos: Remy Osman
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A note

A note from Richard Bambury
Can I thank you all for your wonderful support and
prayers during and following my operations. I am making
good progress although I am not out of the woods yet.
Your cards, letters and phone calls sustained me during
this difficult period. It was nice to get back to playing the
organ again and reconnecting with you all. A special
thanks to Rod who visited me several times, including in
hospital wearing full PPE! His support and friendship
meant so much to me.
My mother, Joan, is well and will be 98 on 6th October.
Unfortunately, only I am allowed to visit her and that is
only every three weeks by appointment, with a screen
between us. She misses you all.
However,
you
can
email
her
at
justine@maverncare.co.uk marked for Joan's attention
and the home will print the email and give it to her. You
can also send pictures. Please make use of this as she
does spend a lot of time in her room to comply with
Covid 19 regulations and to get the latest news and
gossip would cheer her up no end.
Thank you once again.

Richard Bambury

A note

A note from Eric Gregory
Most of you probably know by now that my lovely wife, Carol,
recently passed away. She had been in the Great Western Hospital for
just over six weeks. I visited her every day, with few exceptions. It
was hard, as you had to wear masks, gloves and aprons, so I was
unable to give her a hug and kiss. I realised it was a small price to
pay to keep the Hospital free from Covid. Carol was very ill but we
thought she was slowly improving, and she was looking forward to
being home. There was then a horrific downturn and she realised she
would not be coming home. In my prayers I did ask the good Lord to
mention to Peter on the gate that she might be coming soon, and to let
her in! It was ironic that I had just a few weeks earlier when I wrote
in the Sept Parish Herald that I had not had the opportunity to see
much of Rod’s ministry, and here I was on the receiving end of Rod’s
care, putting me at ease, making suggestions, guiding me through with
lots of love and much more. At Carol’s funeral, my grandchild asked
Rod about his dog, she remembered Tallis name from a previous time
a few months ago, and guess what – Rod went back home to bring
Tallis back to the church so that she could see her, complete with
some tit-bit treats for her to give to Tallis. I think that sums up Rod –
always going the extra mile.
Carol and I had been married 55 years and never had an
argument. I did raise my voice once, which I deeply regret and I hope
she forgave me. Some of you have already lost loved ones, and know
you found it hard, but I did not realise how hard it could be as I am at
the moment in a black hole. It is good that I have family and friends
around me. As it has been difficult, I have been to St Peter’s church for
Holy Communion as it is easier when no one knows you. My next
door neighbour had lost her husband a week or so before I lost Carol,
and I know she is finding it very hard and suffering probably more
than me, so I am trying to help where I can and perhaps it might help
me as well.
Many thanks for all your prayers and kind wishes. Lots of love.

Eric Gregory

(PS I was pleased to be back at St Andrew’s for the 10.30
am service Sun 27th Sept)

7

8

Local History

Local History – Stanley Abbey

Stanley Abbey was located in the extreme eastern angle of Chippenham
forest, on the southern bank of the Calne water; the church and monastery
were within the parish of Bremhill but their lands extended far in to
Chippenham parish.
Lockswell, in the south of Pewsham forest, had been conferred by
Henry, Duke of Normandy, and Maud the Empress, on her chamberlain,
Drogo; this nobleman or his immediate representatives, transferred the
estate to a house of Cistercian monks, who settled at Lockswell in 1151
and laid the foundation of an abbey close to the famous springs. On
receiving an additional grant of meadowland in the valley, after a three
years residence in the hills, the monastic household migrated to Stanley.
The solidity and breadth of the walls in Lockswell Abbey farmhouse make it
highly probable that they are the remains of the old conventual building;
and the reservoir also, below the house in its original construction, must
have been due to the labours of the monks.
The Abbot , no doubt, went down to Stanley because of its sheltered
situation, in rich pastures, and beside a river where the monks could form
fish ponds and build a mill, an indispensable boon to them and their
peasantry. This and the glorious abbey church they raised and the
magnificent monastery have perished to their very foundations.
What they had gained in good land the brotherhood had lost in good
water. So by a bold venture they determined to convey the pure fresh
stream at Lockswell through an underground conduit from the source of the
spring to the site of the new abbey, at Stanley, a distance of three miles. A
manuscript in the Bodleian records that “ In the year 1214 the aqueduct
was finished by Thomas de Colestune (Colston) the Abbot who, although
fearful, by the help of God and the lord Jesus Christ, successfully
completed this good and noble work, for which his memory ought to be
blessed forever”. The aqueduct must have been made of stone. The tradition
of its existence is still firm; portions have been broken into, large enough to
admit a boy.
Edward I gave 211 acres in Nethermore; his charter first mentions the
rivulet Pewe, which gives its name to the district. That King also granted a
license to the Abbot to dig iron in the forest.
Richard I added Hedfield, near the forest of Chippenham, this was
seven farms with their tenants on both sides of the Avon, and of dead wood
in the forest as much as they want for fires; and timber when needed for
their buildings to be taken only in the view of the forester. Also pasture and
pannage for the pigs of the seven farms and also for their own pigs, animals
and flocks.

Local History
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Richard II gave lands and tenements in Chippenham, Langley Burrell,
cockleborough, Allington, Estmeade & etc.; and “ three pence a day are to be
paid forever out of our farm of Chippenham as long as Stanley is inhabited
by religious folk”
The church was dedicated by Walter de Wyle, Bishop of Sarum, in 1266.
Very few written memoranda of Stanley Abbey remain.
Fulke Fitzwarine, a scion of one of the fiercest and proudest of the
Norman families, while playing with Prince John, (son of Henry II) when a
mere boy, checkmated him in a game of chess. Whereupon in a passion John
snatched up the chessboard and stuck the young Norman on the head. His
blood boiled up, and he returned the assault with such vigour, that the prince
fell against the wall, struck his head, and fell senseless. As soon as he
recovered he ran sobbing to his father. The King told him he richly deserved
what he had got; sent for his tutor, and ordered him to flog the boy “finely
and well”. John never forgot the affront. As soon as he was King he seized al
Fulke’s estates. Fulke armed his followers and aided by other Barons who
smarted under John’s tyranny, carried on a petty war against the sovereign.
Many skirmishes followed until in desperate necessity Fulke ran to sanctuary
in Stanley Abbey. A Bodleian manuscript reads; “ Here he was besieged
fourteen days by almost all the county of wilts, but came out safe in the
peace of the church and was reconciled in the following year, 1202.
Three Kings of England are recorded as having stayed at Stanley Abbey,
John, Edward I and Edward II.
The society consisted of only thirteen white monks, but the lay
brothers, officials, servitors and labourers might have numbered one
hundred. Their annual revenue at the dissolution was £222. 14s. 4d.
Bishop Latimer, in his honest earnestness, implored King Henry VIII to
spare two or three monasteries or Convents in every shire, to be true homes
of the religious life, in to which men and women, aged, sick, sad. friendless,
nauseating the world, might retire for a while, and commune with God, and
so prepare for; that inevitable day, when a voice to me shall say,
“Thou must rise and come away, all thy other journeys past, Gird thee and
make ready fast, for thy longest and thy last”.
In 1536, amongst the many consecrated retreats which had served in
their earlier day the cause of learning, hospitality and charity, and might
under proper regulations have been instrumental to the same holy purpose to
this day “the hideous Henry smote to the dust” Stanley Abbey.

Barry Hayward
PS: The original entrance of the Abbey now forms the gateway to Spye Park (pictured)
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Interesting Diversions

Interesting Diversions - Hobbies/Pastimes
It's quite amazing how many organists are railway enthusiasts.
As a boy, living in the "Black Country", I was very fortunate
because a branch line of the Great Western Railway ran past the
bottom of my garden. A hobby of lots of boys, myself included,
was collecting engine names and numbers - beautiful real steam
engines. So, with a line at the bottom of the garden, I was quite
popular with the other lads. Each lunchtime we gathered there to
see the 12.30pm "namer" go through. It would be carefully
underlined in our log books. We saw the "Castles" and the
"Manors" but never the "King" class which is what we longed to
see. They didn't run on this line. However, we were happy with
what we had. But my mum wasn't very happy when smuts from
the engine funnels got onto the clean washing hanging on the
clothes line! The line nearest to our garden was a "siding". Often,
for some reason, an engine would park up there for a while. We
would call up to the driver - "Please may we come up onto the
footplate"? - and often we did - bliss! We also went up into the
signal box a little further along the line. Different from now great big coloured leavers to pull the signals - no electric buttons
or touch screens then. But I digress, so back to organists and
railways. Our own Paul (organist) is an enthusiast - goes all over
to get a ride on a real steam hauled train. Robin Jackson
(Corsham) has actually been on the footplate and driven one.
Chris Kent is an authority.
Other hobbies were singing in the choir, youth club and scouts
(Eagle Patrol) - in those days we wore big hats, carried staves and
horror of horrors had a jack knife clipped to our belts.

Interesting Diversions

Musicians do seem to have other interesting pursuits. What about our
most famous English composer: Sir Edward Elgar? He was born not far
from where I lived. Didn't know him, because he died the year I was
born. His interest was chemistry - very dangerous! Speak Elgar's
name, and what comes to peoples mind? Probably one of his Pomp &
Circumstance Marches (Land of Hope and Glory?) or Nimrod number nine of his Enigma Variations - ooh aah!, the organist played
that one at our Great Aunt Agathas' funeral! Those compositions' are a
drop in the ocean compared to his total output. What about the
wonderful Cello Concerto (Jacqueline du Prè version)? And if you
prefer choral music, try the "Dream of Gerontius".
And do you know that Elgar's degrees were conferred on him, as
honours, as his life and composing progressed. He was not an
academic musician and didn't go to college, university or an academy'
He was mostly self taught. Does that make him an amateur?
He was most certainly an amateur chemist and had converted a shed
into what is said to be a well equipped laboratory - named it "The
Ark" - where he dabbled with explosive substances. There is a report:(condensed here) "One day he made a phosphoric concoction, which
when dry, would go off by spontaneous combustion. He would smear
it onto some blotting paper and wait for the catastrophe. On one
occasion he made too much of the paste, put it into a pot and placed
the pot into in a water-butt where he thought it would be safe. After a
while, there was an enormous explosion and pieces of the water-butt
flew in all directions. Elgar lit his pipe, strolled to his gate "andante
tranquillo", as if nothing had happened. A neighbour, peeping out of
his gate, called out "did you hear that noise, Sir, it sounded like an
explosion?" "Yes", said Sir Edward, "I heard it; where was it?
Perhaps the lesson, for organists to learn from this, is to continue
spotting trains and leave explosive substances to those who know what
they are doing with them.

Geoff Oldnall
Photo: Nigel Linacre
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Fair Trade Update

Traidcraft Update
Most of us will agree that bikes are out and out good news: they are
cheap to run and low maintenance; they offer an enjoyable form of
exercise/transport in the fresh air which does not harm the
environment; furthermore they offer mobility across varied terrains
around the world to people in regions with poor infrastructure, people
who may have very limited budgets - thus vastly increasing their
chances of receiving education or gaining employment. As the saying
goes, what’s not to like?
And here’s even more bicycle-related good news: Cycle of Good, one
of Traidcraft’s new producer groups, employs 500 people in Chilomoni
Township, Malawi, in recycling bicycle inner tubes and coffee sacks to
make a range of uniquely individual, durable products including
keyrings, pencil or glasses cases, wallets, bags and belts. Operating in a
country which has no welfare state for citizens to fall back on, Cycle of
Good uses all trading surpluses to fund non-profit enterprise
development, family support and a range of education projects - from
provision of early years care and vocational skills training to the
building of primary schools.
Something which I personally find quite exciting is that there are two
main ways we could potentially play a small part in the life-enhancing
project which is Cycle of Good: by purchasing one of their products or
by donating old inner tubes. If you (or any friends or family members)
have some tubes to donate, you can take them to Spindles Bikes in
Corsham (30, High Street) or else send them directly to: Cycle of Good
c/o
Mobell
Communications/The
Winding
House/Walkers
Rise/Cannock Chase Enterprise Centre, Cannock WS12 0QU.
Alternatively you could bring them to me at St Andrew’s Fair Trade stall.
It has incidentally been a pleasure to be able to run the stall once again
after 10.30 services. Please be assured that I am operating in a very
well-ventilated spot - right by the side door - and that I will at all times
wear a face mask, observe social distancing and use hand sanitiser
before handling products.

Fair Trade Update
Many thanks to all who have supported the stall in recent weeks. The
number of generous ‘keep the change’ donations you have made will
help Traidcraft Exchange to support those producer groups made
especially vulnerable as a result of Covid-19.
To round off, here is a delicious recipe - not from Malawi but from
neighbouring Tanzania – to warm you up after an autumn walk (or
cycle ride).
Beans with turmeric and coconut milk
(serves 4)
Cooking: 20 minutes
2 cans pinto (or other) beans, drained
1 can coconut milk*
2 tomatoes, chopped
2 teaspoons turmeric
4 cloves
1 clove garlic, chopped finely
2 tablespoons fresh coriander, chopped
oil
salt and pepper
1.
2.
3.

Heat the oil in a saucepan and sauté the garlic. Then stir in the
turmeric, add the cloves and cook for a further minute.
Next put in the beans, the tomatoes, half the coriander, pepper
and salt. Mix well.
Pour in the coconut milk and stir as the ingredients heat up. Don’t
let the coconut milk boil. Top with the remaining coriander and
serve with rice**.

*e.g. Ma’s Happy Life Kitchen Organic Coconut Milk (from Sri Lanka)
**e.g. Kilombero rice (from Malawi) - brown or white
Both products available from St Andrew’s Fair Trade stall
Bon appétit, God bless and stay safe!

Debbie Warren
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Letter from Uncle Eustace

Letter from Uncle Eustace: Beware what lurks in the church vestry..

My dear Nephew Darren,
I’m unsurprised that the cleaning lady took exception to you dismantling
your motorbike in the church vestry. Clergy vestries are the final repositories of
rotting hymn books, ancient cassocks with a certain aroma, buckets with holes
in, which are kept “just in case” and dead animals in various states of
decomposition; but they are no place for bike chains, brakes and inner tubes.
I will concede that vestries seem to attract all those objects no one quite
knows what to do with, but which parishioners can’t bear to throw away.
Flower arrangers creep into my vestry, looking for space for boxes of twine.
Decorators arrive with cribs and Easter gardens they are hoping to store. And
even the choirmaster occasionally sidles in, trying to slip some anthems past
me. I repel them all with vigour, and a firm broom.
One thing I can’t keep out of the vestry are the portraits of all my
predecessors, who stare down at me reproachfully. The most recent, in colour,
stare smugly, knowing that I am still being compared to them, and falling short.
Earlier incumbents, in black and white, look mildly reproachful, reminding me
that they all held doctorates from Oxford. The hand-drawn portraits from pre1870 are the worst – they all look as if they drank vinegar for breakfast and
argued Pelagianism over lunch, just for fun. I am already rehearsing my own
look of pained forgiveness for my leaving photo that will stare down on my
own successor, and perpetually irritate him
It also seems to be a tradition that retiring clergy donate their robes for
their successors, probably because it spares them a walk to the dustbin. So, a
five-foot, 18 stone incumbent will leave a cassock for his six-foot, ten stone
successor. There will also be a spare 1960s nylon surplice hanging on the back
of the vestry door, to remind you that should you ever forget your own, then
this is the horror you will be obliged to wear throughout Evensong.
Notices on the walls will tell you that marriage fees in the 1920s were
seven shillings and sixpence, that Communion wine can be obtained from a
shop that closed down a generation ago and there will be a copy of the prayer
of thanksgiving to be used on the Relief of Mafeking.
My only advice is to remove your bike before it gets bundled up with the
Scouts’ tents – and lost forever in the churchwarden’s shed.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)

Crossword

Answers on page 17

Across
1 He must be ‘the husband of but one wife
and must manage his children and his
household well’ (1 Timothy 3:12) (6)
4 ‘For we must all — before the judgement
seat of Christ’ (2 Corinthians 5:10) (6)
7 ‘They reeled and staggered like drunken
men; they were at their — end’ (Psalm
107:27) (4)
8 See 19 Across
9 It concerned who among the disciples
would be the greatest(Luke 9:46) (8)
13 Formed by the Jews in Thessalonica to root
out Paul and Silas (Acts 17:5) (3)
16 ‘He has sent me to bind up the — ’ (Isaiah
61:1) (6-7)
17 Moved rapidly on foot (Matthew 28:8) (3)
19 and 8 ‘ — a great company of the — host
appeared with the angel’ (Luke 2:13) (8,8)
24 Hindrance (Romans 14:13) (8)
25 Comes between Luke and Acts (4)
26 Empower (Acts 4:29) (6)
27 ‘Get these out of here! How dare you turn
my Father’s house into a — !’ (John 2:16) (6)

Down
1 Sunrise (Psalm 119:147) (4)
2 The part of the day when
Cornelius the Caesarean centurion
had avision of an angel of God
(Acts 10:3) (9)
3 He was one of those who
returned with Zerubbabel from
exile in Babylon to Jerusalem
(Nehemiah 7:7) (5)
4 ‘No one can see the kingdom of
God unless he is born — ’(John
3:3) (5)
5 Animal hunted or killed as food
(Ezekiel 22:25) (4)
6 ‘He encouraged them — —
remain true to the Lord’ (Acts
11:23) (3,2)
10 Ruses (anag.) (5)
11 Jewish priestly vestment
(Exodus 28:6) (5)
12 Visible sign of what had been
there (Daniel 2:35) (5)
13 This was the trade of Alexander,
who did Paul ‘a great deal of
harm’ (2 Timothy 4:14) (9)
14 ‘This is my — , which is for
you; do this in remembrance of
me’ (1 Corinthians 11:24) (4)
15 One of Noah’s great-greatgrandsons (Genesis 10:24) (4)
18 Traditionally the first British
Christian martyr (5)
20 Relationship of Ner to Saul (1
Samuel 14:50) (5)
21 Jacob had one at a place he
named Bethel while on his way to
Haran, fleeing from Esau (Genesis
28:12) (5)
22 Bats (anag.) (4)
23 ‘You strain out a — but swallow
a camel’ (Matthew 23:24) (4)
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Advertisement

Parish Noticeboard

100 Club Results
£100: No. 10.

£ 40: No. 11.

£ 25: No. 9.

Join the 100 Club

Have you noticed the new carpet at the Altar and Sanctuary? It looks much
smarter. This was paid for by The Friends of St Andrews with money largely
raised from the 100 Club draw. This is open to both members of St Andrews
and other supporters in the wider Community. The draw takes place each
month. Each number costs £5 per month and is payable by Bank standing order
(monthly) or by cheque twice a year (February and August). Prizes are £100,
£40 and £25. The next draw will take place Wednesday 14th October at
10.15am in the Church. If you would to enter the draw as well as helping to
raise funds for the repair and maintenance of our historic church, please
contact Margaret Harrison (Tel: 652148) or Jenny Norris (Tel: 812945)

Autumn Fayre Update

As you are aware Ruth Harvey and myself (Jen Corton) agreed to take the
mantle from Ros and organise the Autumn Fayre. As you are also aware
life has been far from normal this year, so it has been decided with Rod’s
blessing to cancel the Autumn Fayre and reschedule it for October 2021.
Ruth and I would hope for your continued support. Many thanks to Ros for
the wonderful job she has done in co-ordinating the Autumn Fayre, it will
be a hard job to follow.

Ruth and Jen

King Alfred Hall Update

We are re-opening the King Alfred Hall, following current Government
guidelines (correct at going to print 27th September 2020).
It is our priority to ensure that the Hall is COVID19 Safe, however you
should follow the current Government Guidelines for your activity should
you want to book the Hall. Should you want to book the Hall, please call
the Church office on 01249655947 or email kingalfredhall@ gmail.com
to discuss your options. Please ensure you leave a telephone no. with your
enquiry so that we can get back.

Jen
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Groups and
Organisations at
St. Andrew’s

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key
(01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spener
Margaret Gubbins
Churchwardens
Jenny Norris
Barry Hayward

Head Server
Michael Sammes

654608

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot
463230
Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton
660235

651565
248757
812945
653322

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Daphne Jefferies
659820
PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence
740687

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris
812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Church Administrator
Daphne Jefferies
659820

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot
463230
Wendy Reeves
650622

Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Daphnejefferies657 @btinternet.com

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Magazine Distribution

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford
812190
Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer
651565
Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer
651565

Robed Choir and Singers
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When You Pray . . . .

Final Thoughts

Silence is the simple stillness of the
individual under the Word of God. We are
silent at the beginning of the day because
God should have the first word, and we are
silent before going to sleep because the last
word also belongs to God. ‘Seek God, not
happiness’ is the fundamental rule of
meditation. If you seek God alone, you will
gain happiness: that is its promise.

A Final Word
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer
(1906-1945)
Life Together

Since becoming involved with Church, I have greatly enjoyed visiting churches
while travelling abroad, and seeing how other countries (and denominations)
decorate their buildings and conduct services. I am currently in Singapore, and
during this trip have been grateful to get to know Sharon Lim, a previously
online friend who is involved with the Anglican Cathedral here. I enjoyed
learning about the Singaporean Anglican tradition and consider how it has been
influenced by trends in the Church and England. It was also nice discover that
we share the same desire for more Choral Evensong!
I was told that there is a desperate search for more bellringers in
Singapore; the skill and tradition is dying out as few young people are taking it
up (I’d be tempted if I were to move here!). This got me thinking about the
wonderful bells at St. Andrew’s Chippenham, and that I had not heard a quarter
peal being rung for a long while. I have since been in touch with Morley Bray of
the local bellringers association who has informed me that sadly ringing quarter
peals hasn’t been possible due to the pandemic; ringing in towers is currently
limited to sessions of 15 mins max, and observing around 2 metres distance
between ringers. Quarter peals take around 45 mins to ring and bell ropes are
often too close together. It was also interesting to learn that the Central Council
of Church Bell Ringers covers Churches with an Anglican bellringing tradition
worldwide (I believe this includes the Cathedral in Singapore where only last
year it was realised the 19th century bells were designed to be swung, not struck
– a tradition now restored and perhaps an article for another time!).
I hope that we will hear quarter peals in Chippenham again soon. But for
now, it is marvellous to think that they can sometimes be heard in Anglican
churches across the world. Such is the universal nature of church and our faith.

Remy Osman - Editor

Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow the latest
social distancing regulations to specifically address the needs of
people in different situations in our congregation:

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham
9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who have
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present.
10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will be gradually
reintroduced in a safe way.

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas
6.30pm Eucharist
1st Sunday: Evensong with communion
3rd Sunday: Communion, traditional language.
Correct at time of going to print, 27th September 2020, please check
the website and the latest Government guidelines for any updates.
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