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“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
householder…”
“… who brings out of their treasures things old
and new.”
Hm … well, things old and new aren’t always
treasures!
I will happily ditch pretty much all of the “new
normal” as soon as is possible. I don’t want …
a) facemasks … b) 2 metres of anything … c)
hand gel … d) Zoom (my new word for the
dictionary is “Zoomaphobia”) … the list is
endless of things I want to send back where
they came from. At the moment, I just want to
get back to the old, comfortable and familiar –
especially on a Sunday morning.
At this point I have to remind myself that in 35
year of ministry, I’ve been trying constantly to
move people on from the old, comfortable and
familiar! A sleepy lethargy has been the
identifying trait of the C of E for most of its
existence, and we’ve only achieved anything
remarkable when we’ve been kicked firmly out
of our comfort zone. So not everything old is
good for us either.
Continued over…

Welcome
Maybe our challenge, as we emerge from the stunned paralysis of
lock down, is to find the good “new”, and mix it with the good
“old”, so that we end up with … “Good News”.
In the middle of lock down, St Andrew’s completed its hat-trick of
new official statuses; we are now registered as an “Inclusive, Eco
and Fairtrade Church”. All those things seem to me to be “good
new”: Being “Inclusive” commits us to honouring all God’s children,
regardless of race, status or sexual orientation; being “Eco” commits
us to sustainability and cherishing all creation; “Fairtrade” commits
us to justice and to extending a helping hand and simple kindness to
our fellow human beings.
All these things have been highlighted during the pandemic – from
“Black Lives Matter” to the drop in air pollution; from honouring
carers and keyworkers to looking out for neighbours who are
shielding; from sending soap to schools in Africa to questioning
whether we ever needed to commute to London in the first place.
Let’s not lose the Good New.
But let’s remember that the foundation that lies beneath all this good
new is as old as creation itself; “You are all God’s children, holy and
beloved,” Paul once wrote, “So clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” And he learnt it from
someone who was there before the beginning of everything.
So old and new don’t really exist – the only thing that is new is our
discovery of what has always been true. And always will be.
Oh … and talking of discovery. I was surprised
to find that everyone (of necessity) holding a
piece of bread in their hand at Jesus’ words,
“Do this in remembrance of me” is in fact a
beautiful moment that brings us close to the
sacrament in a new way. Something we might
never have discovered without lock down.
Every blessing -

Rod
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Worship in Church

Sunday Worship in Church is back!
We are delighted that, since 5th July we have been able to worship in St
Andrew’s. It has been so lovely to be together once again. We currently
offer the following services which follow the latest social distancing
regulations to specifically address the needs of people in different situations
in our congregation:

St Andrew’s Church, Chippenham
9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language, this
is a said service, particularly suited to those who have been
shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will not be
shared at present. Facemasks are optional
10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and all
who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will be
shared in individual cups. Singing will be gradually reintroduced
in a safe way. Facemasks are optional
St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas
6.30pm Eucharist
1st Sunday: Evensong with communion
3rd Sunday: Communion, traditional language.
We are so blessed with our building being the size and shape it is allowing
us to be safe and well distanced as seen in the photos opposite.
We can easily accommodate the numbers we are likely to have. We’re
confident that we are a safe venue in terms of Covid risk, and we are so
relieved to be together once more, physically as well as spiritually, to
worship and receive the sacraments.
(Correct at going to print 26th July, please check the website for latest)

Coronavirus Worship Update

Our sociallydistanced Church
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Happy anniversary!

Happy 40th Anniversary Rod and Sue!
Sunday 12th July marked Rod and Sue’s 40th wedding anniversary,
and what a joy that after only the second service back together in
many months, we were able to celebrate this occasion with
(socially distanced!) drinks in the perfect summer weather. After
such hardship over the past few months it truly felt a lovely
occasion – the most ’normal’ for a long time. Happy anniversary
Rod and Sue – here is to another 40 years!

Photo: Ros Harford

Photos: Remy Osman
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Local History
Local History – Civil War
War is always, of course, deeply traumatising as the polarisation of political
opinion brings all out violence to the general population. Arguably Civil War is the
most bitter form that it takes, father against son, brother against brother, friend
against friend, neighbour against neighbour and the ever present potential for
anguish. Civil war came to the West Country and Chippenham between 1642 and
1645 when Royalists and Parliamentarians took up arms against one another.
Central and North West Wiltshire was deeply involved.
Barry Hayward
CHIPPENHAM and the CIVIL WAR. (Part One)
Sir Edward Baynton, of Bromham House, near Devizes, and Sir Edward
Hungerford of Rowden House, near Chippenham were members for the borough
of Chippenham in the Long Parliament; both at this time very hostile to the Crown.
Of gentlemen in the immediate neighbourhood of Chippenham who rallied round
the Royal banner, were Sir C. Seymour, then residing at Allington (part of whose
mansion still stand) the Talbots of Lacock, the Scropes of Casle Combe, Hawkins
of Hardenhuish, Howard of Charlton, Cleeter of Clyffe Pypard, Eyre of Chalfield
and Goddard of Swindon: but the name, which from the very first takes the
foremost place in almost every dauntless adventure of those sanguinary days, and
especially in those fierce struggles connected with the town of Chippenham, is Sir
James Long of Draycot.
The head quarters of the militia were at Devizes and Marlborough; both
towns, like Chippenham, as yet open and defenceless. Of the military force then
existent in Wilts, a company of foot mustered at Chippenham under Sir John
Hungerford; and here also were the barracks of a light horse brigade, under Sir
George Ivy. All the armed power in the county was under the dominion of the
Parliament, who set Sir Edward Baynton in supreme command. He posted himself
at Devizes. But burning jealousies having arisen between him and Hungerford, his
fellow MP, the town and neighbourhood of Chippenham were long torn asunder
by their mortal feuds. At length Baynton struck a daring blow. At dead of night
Lieut. Eyre, with six musqueteers, broke in to Hungerford’s chamber at
Malmesbury, arrested him in Baynton’s name, and had conveyed him some
distance from the town, when the Malmesbury Malitia overtook them and released
Hungerford. Baynton himself arriving in Malmesbury a few hours after, in his turn
was seized by Hungerfod, put into custody, sent to London and was cashiered
from all his appointments in Wilts.

Local History
In March, 1643, Sir William Waller (commander of Parliamentary forces,
Cromwell was subordinate to him at this time) entered Wilts; and this county for
two years was the arena of several hard conflicts, in which he was one of the chief
actors. As Wiltshire also lay in the main line of march between London, Oxford
and the West, it was crossed and recrossed by friend and foe in all directions, and
the ungarrisoned towns, as was frequently the case with Chippenham, changed
masters once or twice in the same day.
Waller, as Clarendon significantly notes, was not an enemy to tarry by the
way longer than was needful. Passing through Salisbury, March 22nd 1643,and
leaving Devizes as too strong for another visit, he scattered the weak detachment
in Chippenham, drove the King’s troops out of Malmesbury, by a masterly
movement captured Lord Herbert’s army under the walls of Gloucester,and then
summoned by startling news from Devon, turned westward, and for the first time
met those gallant cavaliers of Cornwall, who were destined to inflict on him, in
this neighbourhood, such signal disaster. After strenuous but vain attempts to
prevent the advance of the Cornish army into Wilts, he posted himself on
commanding ground on the north slope of Lansdown. Here he was attacked by
Prince Maurice and the Cornish infantry, and a bloody struggle ensued, in which,
amongst many other valuable officers, Sir George Vaughan, high Sherrif of Wilts,
fell mortally wounded. Waller fell back on Bath, and the Royal forces, seriously
shattered, and anxious as early as possible to reach Oxford, broke up from
Marshfield. They avoided Malmesbury, where Devereux, the parliamentary
General, was watching to spring out on any passing foe, moved on by Wraxhall
and Giddy Hall, and had just reached Chippenham, when the skirmishers came
galloping in with intelligence that Waller had come up by Box and Pickwick, and
was threatening their rear with an overwhelming force. The royal generals at once
drew the Cornish foot back out of the town, and offered immediate battle on the
flat country, then little enclosed between Chippenham and Biddestone. But
Waller, as Clarendon again remarks, was a right good chooser of advantages, and
whose strength lay chiefly in cavalry, dreading so soon to meet again those stern
Cornish battalions on a fair field, declined the challenge, and the two contending
powers stood to arms all night, in and around the town of Chippenham.
The Saturday night was one of trembling for the people of Chippenham.
None but children slept; none could tell whether the Parliamentary army might
not force the river at some of the fords and attempt to carry the town by storm. All
night the streets rang with booming of cannon, the clash of arms, the tramp of
steeds, and the heavy tread of mailed soldiery.
No fight actually took place that Sunday in Chippenham; the impending
storm was reserved to burst with double fury on Devizes.
To be continued - - - -
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Well Boring

The Elixir of Life
While the developed world struggles with Covid, the developing world
faces a bigger problem. But it isn’t news because it happens every day. And
strangely, it’s a problem we can fix.
Hundreds of millions of people lack access to safe water, walking to
seasonal streams and dirty rivers. And so two million people die from waterborne diseases each year. More than Covid. In fact, we been getting safe
water to schools and also distributing soap ahead of any Covid surge.
Together we can fix the water problem. Safe water can usually be found
underground, a bit like our spring water, so drilling a small borehole can
enable the development of a well. If it’s not too deep, a simple handpump
brings water to the surface, avoiding any ongoing power costs.
Since formation in 2011, we’ve got safe water to 100 schools, addressing
1% of Kenya’s water problem, and started in Uganda. Schools have been
closed in Kenya’s lockdown, but drilling remains a permitted activity. And
we have continued to get long-term supplies of safe water to more schools
every month. Having proven it works for 100 schools, it can work for 1,000
schools, and that’s what we plan.
We’re a team. WellBoring’s UK volunteers work with a dedicated
implementation team in Kisumu. Together, we work with school and
community leaders, who are responsible for funding our regular
maintenance visits, so our wells last for decades. We think it makes sense to
partner with local communities who have the strongest interest in their
development.
Water makes the difference. Children spend more time learning, instead
fetching dirty water and getting sick. Outbreaks of cholera become a thing
of the past. The community can start to move forward. We’re doing more
than water. We also run health and hygiene training.

Well Boring
Water makes the difference. Children spend more time learning, instead
fetching dirty water and getting sick. Outbreaks of cholera become a thing of
the past. The community can start to move forward. We’re doing more than
water. We also run health and hygiene training.
As Covid threatened Kenya, we thought: what else can we do? We
developed a plan to get soap to thousands of Kenyan homes, using our
schools as distribution points. The demand was of course massive. As local
chiefs and community health workers knew we were coming, word spread,
and long but well-spaced queues formed, and we ended up cutting bars of
soap into smaller portions. The Soap for Schools campaign will resume in
August, funding permitting.
The closure of the Uganda border has prevented us from developing our
work there. In January, we visited Eastern Uganda and found many schools
with wells in need of repair, and are keen to rehabilitate wells providing
communities will work with us on maintenance. We want long-term
solutions.
While our wells cost just £5,000, repairs may cost as little as £1,000, and we
can fix a legacy problem. Thanks to everyone who is enabling WellBoring to
do its life-changing work via monthly contributions and in other ways. It
doesn’t hit the headlines like Covid, but water really is the elixir of life.
Nigel Linacre nigel@ wellboring.org

Photo: Nigel Linacre

11

12

Favourite Hymns

RESPONSE TO ROD’S APRIL CHALLENGE:
LINE OF FAVOURITE HYMN
I have been keeping indoors like most of you, but I did call in the
church to collect some back copies of St Andrew’s Parish Herald.
Fortunately for me, Rod was there and was able to find some
copies for me. When home, I was sorry that I had missed Rod’s
challenge, but saw the results in the May issue of the magazine. I
would however, like to divulge what would have been my answer.
Like a politician, you may find my answers likened to a different
question! If I had to name my favourite general hymn, I would have
to say “How Great Thou Art”; but my chosen line, or should I say
verse, comes from a different hymn. It would have to be “Just as I
am”.
Just as I am without a plea
But that they Blood was shed for me
And that thou bidst me come to thee
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
It is often sung whilst going forward to receive Holy Communion,
but I prefer it sung to, dare I say, the evangelical tune. This is sung
much slower, and you have more time to reflect on what you are
singing, which usually causes me to well up with emotion. So
should we sing this in the future, please do not look at me, as it
could be embarrassing to see a grown man weep!
With lots of love,
Eric Gregory
Editor’s note: Thank you Eric for taking the time to send this; I have
taken the opportunity to listen to the hymn and it is beautiful.
Anybody else who has a favourite hymn line please let me know.
Thank you also to Ros for collecting and typing up for me Eric’s
original handwritten note!
Remy Osman

Advertisement
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Letter from Uncle Eustace

Letter from Uncle Eustace: On the perils of leaving the
pulpit
My dear Nephew Darren,
When the churches reopen for public worship (whenever that is!) I hope
you will come and take Evensong one Sunday. But, thinking of your visit last
August, I would prefer you used the pulpit when preaching. How could
Colonel Brockle complete ‘The Times’ crossword and Miss Balmer her knitting
with you constantly walking up and down in front of them? They found it most
disconcerting, as out of politeness, they were obliged to listen to you. It was a
unique experience they do not wish to repeat.
Those few who defy Anglican tradition and sit at the front of the church
were also placed in the dilemma of trying to decide whether they should keep
turning in their pews as you paraded down the nave and then rotating back to
the front as you re-emerged up the side aisle. It did Lady Plumptree’s vertigo no
good at all. It also allowed people to see that you were wearing suede shoes.
For many of our worshippers, the most appalling of heresies are as nothing
when compared to brown shoes under a cassock.
I appreciate you made heroic efforts and got your sermon down to 30
minutes, but that is still 20 minutes longer than they anticipated and 29 minutes
longer than their attention span.
No, use the pulpit in future; that is the reason why stonemasons 600
years ago put twenty tons of marble in our church in the first place and it would
be a shame to disappoint them. It also means that from a distance of 100 yards
and a height of 20 feet, no one can tell that the glass of water I use liberally
while preaching is in fact a gin and tonic.
I concede that our pulpit has its dangers. I have known several bishops
come to grief as their robes wrap themselves around the newel post as they
ascend the steps. One, unable to untangle himself, was obliged to preach while
half-way up the steps and with his back to the congregation, while our verger
was dispatched to find a pair of scissors.
Perhaps, before your next visit, we may install a mechanical floor in the
pulpit, so that after 10 minutes, it slowly lowers you into the crypt while the
congregation can get on with singing the last hymn before getting home in
decent time.

Your loving uncle, Eustace

(The Rectory, St. James the Least)

Crossword
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Down

1 and 3 Two of the disciples who
witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus (Luke
9:28) (4,3,5)
3
See 1 Across
8
‘Let us draw — to God with a
sincere heart in full assurance of faith’
(Hebrews 10:22) (4)
9
O Simon is (anag.) (8)
11 Form of government under the direct
rule of God or his agents (10)
14 How Jesus found his disciples when
he returned to them after praying in
Gethsemane (Luke 22:45) (6)
15 In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the name
of the meadow into which Christian
strayed, which led to Doubting Castle (2-4)
17 Glad sin rat (anag.) (10)
20 Spinal column (Leviticus 3:9) (8)
21 Valley of the Balsam Tree with a
reputation of being a waterless place
(Psalm 84:6) (4)
22 ‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor,
the oracle of one — — sees clearly’
(Numbers 24:3) (5,3)
23 Adam and Eve’s third son (Genesis
4:25) (4)

Answers on page 17

Across

1
David’s great friend (1
Samuel 20:17) (8)
2
‘The Lord... will bring me
safely to his — kingdom’ (2
Timothy 4:18) (8)
4
‘I, Daniel, mourned for
three weeks. I ate no choice
food; — — or wine touched my
lips’ (Daniel 10:3) (2,4)
5
Seeking to vindicate (Job
32:2) (10)
6
Female servant (Isaiah
24:2) (4)
7
‘For Christ died for —
once for all’ (1 Peter 3:18) (4)
10 ‘Offering spiritual
sacrifices — to God through
Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 2:5) (10)
12 Jesus said that some
people had renounced this
‘because of the kingdom of
heaven’ (Matthew 19:12) (8)
13 One of the three men
thrown into the furnace for
refusing to worship
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image
(Daniel 3:20) (8)
16 ‘You have — of good
things laid up for many years.
Take life easy; eat, drink and be
merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)
18 ‘There before me was a
white horse! Its rider held — — ,
and he was given a crown’
(Revelation 6:2) (1,3)
19 Equipment to Charity
Hospitals Overseas (1,1,1,1)
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Parish Noticeboard

100 Club Catch Up (for draws postponed due to the pandemic)
April. £25. No. 36.

£40.

No. 59.

£100. No.13

May No. 1.

No. 51.

No. 20

June No.

9.

No. 42.

No.

July No.

40.

No. 6.

No. 30
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A big thank you to Rhys who
kindly helped tidy up the plants
and troughs in the garden at the
side of the Church. Seen here at
work and on his tea break!

Notice seen in a church in France:
It is possible that, on entering this church. you might hear the call of God.
On the other hand, it is not likely that he will contact you by phone.
Thank you for turning off your phone.
If you would like to talk to God, choose a quiet place and talk to him.
If you would like to see him, send him a text whilst driving.
Geoff Oldnall

Parish Noticeboard

Notice from Community Mask Trees
I am seeking volunteers who may be interested in helping to make and
supply cloth face coverings to their own immediate community, in the
Calne area, by hosting a mask tree.
Wiltshire Community Foundation have awarded Community Mask Trees a
grant of £2000 to support efforts to supply cloth masks to communities
across Wiltshire. The funding has been used to create 40 packs containing
the supplies needed to make 50 cloth masks (apart from the inner lining
which will need to be sought through community donations/ upcycled
materials).
Individuals and community groups wishing to host a tree can apply for a
funded pack via our website (www.communitymasktrees.org/start-up).
The primary aim of the Community Mask Tree initiative is to provide cloth
face coverings to the public, to get your communities covered!
If you or any local community groups are interested in this project you can
find out more information about Community Mask Trees on our website or
email us at
communitymasktrees@gmail.com.
Kind regards
Naomi Betts
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DOWN: 1, Jonathan. 2, Heavenly. 4, No meat. 5, Justifying.
6, Maid. 7, Sins. 10, Acceptable. 12, Marriage. 13, Shadrach.
16, Plenty. 18, A bow. 19, ECHO.
ACROSS: 1, John. 3, And James. 8, Near. 9, Omission. 11,
Theocratic. 14, Asleep. 15, By-path. 17, Stalingrad. 20,
Backbone. 21, Baca. 22, Whose eye. 23, Seth.

Parish Directory

18

Groups and
Organisations at
St. Andrew’s

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key
(01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spener
Margaret Gubbins
Churchwardens
Jenny Norris
Barry Hayward

Head Server
Michael Sammes

654608

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot
463230
Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton
660235

651565
248757
812945
653322

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Daphne Jefferies
659820
PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence
740687

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris
812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Church Administrator
Daphne Jefferies
659820

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot
463230
Wendy Reeves
650622

Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Daphnejefferies657 @btinternet.com

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Magazine Distribution

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford
812190
Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer
651565
Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer
651565

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com
Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson

658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer

651565

Mothers’ Union
Margaret Gubbins

248757

100 Club
Margaret Harrison

652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis
443779
Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk
Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward

653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves

650622

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Giving Officer
Ros Harford

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666

812190

Open Mondays 6pm-6:30pm
and Tuesdays 9am-10:30am

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford
812190

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward

To make arrangements for Baptisms,
Marriage, Reading of Banns etc or to
Book the Hall or Church or concerts
and events, please email us at
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Daphne Jefferies
659820

Sue Haslop

323765

Health and Safety Officer
Daphne Jefferies
659820

653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer
651565
Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com

When You Pray . . . .

Final Thoughts
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If God is slow to grant your request and you do not receive what you ask
for promptly, do not be grieved, for you are not wiser than God.
When this happens to you, it is either because your way of life does not
accord with your request, or because the pathways of your heart are at
odds with the intention of your prayer.
Or it may be because your inner state is too
childish by comparison with the magnitude of
the thing you have asked for.
It is not appropriate that great things should fall
easily into our hands, otherwise God’s gift will
be held in dishonour, because of the ease with
which we obtain it.
For anything that is easily obtained is also easily
lost, whereas everything which is found with toil
is preserved with care.

Isaac of Syria
7th Century ascetic

A Final Word
All I can say is just how wonderful it has been to be back at St.
Andrews, see familiar faces and worship together in our lovely church
building. Thank you to Rod and everyone who has helped enable this
to happen safely. I imagine that none of us would have ever imagined
that there would be a crisis in our lifetimes which would cause all
churches to close. And yet despite it happening, I know that we have
all remained resilient and faithful. I hope that the experience of being
unable to go to Church will help us all be thankful each time we can
go and never take it for granted. I am praying that there is no second
wave to this pandemic and that we can continue to return to normal.
With best wishes to all, and thanks again to everybody who has
contributed to this issue - it has been a real joy to edit knowing that
Church is back!
Remy Osman, Editor

Church Services
St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham with St. Nicolas’ Tytherton Lucas

We currently offer the following services which follow the latest
social distancing regulations to specifically address the needs of
people in different situations in our congregation:

St Andrew’s Church Chippenham
9am Eucharist
Alternating between traditional and contemporary language,
this is a said service, particularly suited to those who have
been shielding. Please bring your own bread – the wine will
not be shared at present. Facemasks are optional
10.30am Eucharist
For all those who are less isolated in daily life, families and
all who are happy to sing. Bring your own bread – wine will
be shared in individual cups. Singing will be gradually
reintroduced in a safe way. Facemasks are optional

St Nicholas’ Tytherton Lucas
6.30pm Eucharist
1st Sunday: Evensong with communion
3rd Sunday: Communion, traditional language.
Correct at time of going to print, 26th July 2020, please check the
website for the latest.

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531

