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2 Welcome
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Time for an outdoor service?

Dear friends,

I thought this month that I would share with 
you a letter that I sent to the “Task Force” that 
the government has set up to look at places of 
worship reopening. I would like to see the 
churches making a little more noise about the 
priorities of worship and of sacred spaces 
being reopened. At the moment we don’t give 
the impression that it matters much – and it 
does!

Outdoors has been shown to be very safe if 
social distancing is observed. A study in China 
of 7000 people who contracted Covid found 
only one person had caught it outdoors – and 
they suspect he had sat too close to someone. 
This is why I am encouraging people to use the 
churchyard to meet with another person safely. 

I admit that my reasons for sharing this letter 
with you are mostly my personal frustration 
(I’ve not had a reply!), but this has gone on 
long enough in my view, and there are things 
that we could be doing without the slightest 
increase in risk from that which we face each 
day. Anyway, here it is:

Continued over…

http://gmail.com
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“Dear members of the Places of Worship Task Force,

I’m a parish priest in the Church of England, and I am writing
to ask the Task Force to give urgent priority to two issues.

Firstly, to the possibility of outdoor worship in our
churchyards on a Sunday. I’m permitted to hold a graveside
funeral for up to 10 people, and with the lifting of restrictions
on people being outdoors, I’m sure that we could safely hold
a series of half hour services in our churchyards on Sundays,
with good social distancing, for those who are not self-
isolating. This would of course need to supervised carefully,
with people knowing to come at 9, 10 or 11 etc. to keep
absolute control on numbers; but it is eminently doable.
Government guidance seems to suggest worship indoors
won’t happen before July, which would be heart-breaking.

From my tradition in the Christian faith, I am mostly
concerned that people should be able to receive the
sacrament, and so my idea is that it might be a “bring your
own” bread and wine service, where people hold up bread
that they have brought with them for the prayer of
consecration. The details are obviously not your worry, but I
want to demonstrate that there are creative ways of doing
things that will be eminently safe. I’m sure the same will be
true for the Muslim and Jewish faith communities with their
own priorities. Also, it would be good to feel that we are
trusted to do things safely, as we have been doing.

That said, even if communion is not possible, some kind of
outdoor Sunday worship would feel better than none.
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The second thing I’d like to ask is when we can allow our
buildings to be open for private prayer and reflection for
at least a couple of hours each day? This could be
carefully supervised at the door, and many of our
churches have two doors, allowing for entry and exit
separately – far safer than most supermarkets can be. The
funerals I’m taking at the moment are so severely limited
in their scope that the pastoral care we can offer is far
from what we would wish; and most families would
dearly love the chance to come and light a candle in
church – to say nothing of our faithful folk who long to
come to pray. I feel that places of worship are being
grouped with leisure centres and museums in a category
of “not safe”, whereas in fact they can be perfectly safe –
probably the safest indoor space there can be – and a
precious resource for those for whom it matters. I don’t
envisage queues, but if there were, they could be
managed safely.

Editor’s note: It was a pleasure to print this letter from Rod. I personally 
entirely agreed with it, and think we’re lucky to have a vicar with such a 

strong commitment to delivering the sacrament! I do hope we are able to 
safely worship together again soon. This is a pressing issue for the Church, 

so if anybody has any thoughts on this, I would love to hear them.

If there were at least some movement in
these two areas, I’d feel that the
government was championing people’s
spiritual health a little more than it
appears to at present.”

Sincerely, Rod
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Coronavirus Worship Update

As of Tuesday 17 March 2020 the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York have suspended public worship in all Church of
England Churches due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus.

Rod will continue to send out messages and resources for
home worship;, which can also be found via the St.
Andrew’s Church website homepage:
www,standrewschippenham.org.uk

By doing this we will be able to pray privately knowing that
we are doing so simultaneously to other members of the St.
Andrew’s family. We will still be part of the worshipping life
of St Andrew’s.

Some churches are also now streaming live services via the
internet to join in, something we are exploring for St.
Andrew’s too (maybe for Easter?). For example Bristol
Cathedral is using Facebook to live stream services via the
Bristol Cathedral Facebook Page at:
facebook.com/bristolcathedral

Please stay safe, and I look forward to worshipping together
at St. Andrew’s again soon.

-Remy Osman, Editor
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Notes on Chippenham History 3

When I was A child growing up in the mid 1940’s and the 1950’s
Chippenham was a sleepy country market town with a population of
around 20,000. Nothing happened on a Sunday except Church, all the
shops shut at 12 o’clock sharp on a Wednesday and none opened on a
Sunday except a news agent. The Westinghouse factory employed over
5,000 men and women and there was plenty of employment in the
Wiltshire Bacon factory, Spears Bacon factory and the OXO and Nestles
factories. Subsequently when walking in the High street on a Saturday
morning one knew practically everyone that one met. Apart from the odd
bit of scandal, life was pretty calm. However it was not always like that…

Barry Hayward

RIOTS
For ages the town of Chippenham has been notorious for riotous
assemblages of the populace. Soon after the borough received its
charter “in the fourth and fifth year of our Soveraigne Lorde and
Ladye Philipe and Marye” certain persons were amerced by the
Under Sherriff in the sum of £4. 3. 4 “upon certain riots and
unlawful assemblies.”

1630 – Allusion has been made to the disturbance of the peace
which resulted in the enclosure of Pewsham forest. Even under
the stern deposition of the commonwealth we read of some
violent commotions, in which the mob attacked the military.

5 Jan. 1647 – Another paper from the town of Chippenham
recording a tumultuous rising of the people in those parts; they
beat up the quarters of divers soldiers under Sir Thos Fairfax, and
fell upon divers officers of the Excise.

Continued over…
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village revel used in old times to be kept at Langley Fitzurse in the
week following St. Peter’s Day: it was,as John Aubrey says, “one of
the eminent feasts in these parts”. In 1822, this revel was the
occasion of one of the “eminentest” riots in these parts. Some
offence having been given at the feast to the villagers by a party of
lads from Chippenham, on the 7th Sept. thirty or forty men from the
two Langleys, armed with bludgeons, marched into Chippenham
about 10+1/2 pm, went up and down the streets, shouting, calling
the people to come out and fight, and attacking everyone they met.
The constables assembled, and aided by the men of the town,
endeavoured to drive back the assailants, and a terrible battle went
on for an hour or two in the dark streets = the constables were
beaten down and wounded; one man died in a few hours; another
shortly afterwards; and not less than thirty one men, women and
even children were more or less severely injured. The chief actors
in this savage and cowardly outrage fled the country; those who
were apprehended, after a long confinement in Salisbury Gaol,
escaped through an informality in the prosecution.

The months of November and December, in the year 1830, were a
time of great alarm in Chippenham. Trade for many years had
suffered great depression; wages were very low, work was short,
and the agricultural labourers felt severe privations. Large mobs
assembled in different parts of Wilts, and in the adjoining counties,
and led by seditious men (not of the labouring class) burnt ricks,
broke up machinery, and plundered houses in all directions; they
were armed with axes, hooks, scythes, sledge hammers, prongs &
etc., and in some places amounted to a thousand men and women.
For some days there was no force of sufficient strength to arrest
them… Continued over…
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So severe was the strain, and so pressing the call on the
government for aid, that the Cavalry, Regulars and Yeomanry , had
scarcely any rest, and were in saddle night and day, either
guarding the Gaols, or galloping off hither and thither to disperse
the mobs before their numbers became too great. Only one troop
of lancers could be spared on service to this neighbourhood , and
they were stationed at Trowbridge. ready for any call, north or
south, when they were suddenly summoned to gallop at full speed
to Hindon, having received orders from head quarters to take no
more prisoners (as the gaols are full), but to ride down without
mercy any man with a weapon in his hand. The Hindon
insurgents, in formidable numbers, attacked the lancers; three or
four of the assailants were killed; hundreds were more or less
wounded, and the march of destruction was arrested.

Meanwhile the storm of fire and ruin rolled onwards towards
Chippenham, as near as Pewsham. The magistrates sat
continuously in the town hall; all the able bodied men were
enrolled as special constables, armed with the best weapons they
could get, and they patrolled the streets all night. It was a time of
awful suspense, as those few inhabitants of Chippenham well
remember, who are yet alive, and took part in the proceedings.
The country mobs were expected to enter the town every moment,
and the Chippenham mob were ready to join them. The smoke of
the burning ricks and farm houses at Pewsham could be clearly
seen from Chippenham. Some of the constables had hurried home
for a moment to say farewell to their families - when uncertain
rumours reached the town that a fierce fight had taken place at
Hindon, and that the mobs were severely punished. The cry soon
ran to Pewsham that the soldiers were coming, the rioters
dispersed and Chippenham was saved.
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Sir John Neeld and Mr Gabriel Goldney (later Sir Gabriel Goldney, 
Bart.) were returned as members of parliament for Chippenham on 
Wednesday, July 12, 1865. The populace showed from the 
beginning of the contest much angry feeling in favour of Mr Lysley, 
the unsuccessful candidate, but remained tolerably quiet on the 
day of election till darkness began to set in, when a mob of some 
500 people, men ,women and children, assembled in the market 
place, and having overpowered the small force of policemen, 
proceeded to smash the windows of the houses, and destroy the 
property of the conservatives in the town. The Times newspaper of 
the day, after recording riots in other places, thus reports on 
Chippenham –

“The palm of barbarism and brutality seems to have been reserved 
for the little agricultural and railway borough of Chippenham. The 
liberal candidate having been defeated, a mob of 500 persons 
assembled, and amused themselves for 3 hours in destroying the 
windows and furniture of the conservatives. The house of the 
rector (vicar) was assailed with tombstones from his own 
churchyard. A butchers shop was plundered as well as wrecked by 
the patriots,who did not forget their own domestic interests in their 
fury, -- and to quell this riot, which had been long foreseen, only 
twelve constables were present. After all the mischief was done, a 
detachment of Gaurds was telegraphed for from Windsor; two 
hundred special constables were sworn in; and fifty fresh 
policemen were obtained.”

The troop of Yeomanry Cavalry from Calne also rode in to the 
town. In most cases not a single pane of glass was left in the 
houses. Shutters were wrenched off their hinges, and costly 
pictures,furniture,mirrors, chandeliers, and etc,and etc destroyed. 
The damage sustained was enormous.  



10 An Organist’s Corinthians 13

An Organist’s Corinthians 13

One of the few good things to come out of the coronavirus
lockdown is the time that we have had to sit and catch up
with some of the things that we always wanted to do, but
somehow never had the rime. I have spent my life as an
engineer, and have enjoyed every minute of it. But deeply
buried in my innermost has been the love of music,
particularly church music and my desire always to strive for
the best. So, one of the things I have done in this quiet
time is to read a book that has been on my bookshelf for a
few years - "Playing a Church Organ" by Marmaduke
Conway, one time Master of the Choristers at Ely Cathedral.
In it he encompasses all that church organists should do,
in preparation, by dedication to detail, to attain the highest
standards - in other words, to become good musicians. His
theme throughout is "musicality" and all that that
embraces. This can be summed up in the wonderful hymn
"When, in our music God is glorified" - number 737 in our
hymn book - to the stirring tune "Engelberg" by Charles
Villiers Stanford. (google Harvard University Choir singing
it). In the centre of this book I came across an old folded
piece of paper which, on examination, revealed the
following "take" on Corinthians thirteen. A creed for all
organists' to take to heart.

Geoff Oldnall
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1. Though I play with dazzling digital dexterity, and have not musicality, I am
become as screaming mixtures or tinkling cymbalstern.

2. And though I have the gift of historical purity, and understand all
ornaments, and all performance practises; and though I have musicological
insight, so that I can decipher all problems, and have not musicality, I am
nothing.

3. And though I play all the pre-Bach to enlighten the dummkopfs, and
though I give myself to burning the midnight practise oil, and have not
musicality - it profits me nothing.

4. Musicality is long-lasting and is kind; musicality envies not other organists;
musicality is not boastful, is not concerned with ego trips.

5. Does not put up a show at the console, seeks not peer-approval, is not
easily provoked, thinks no evil of other organists.

6. Rejoices not in others' failures, but rejoices in all great performances.

7. Bears all jibes, believes all goodness, hopes for beauty, endures all things.

8. Musicality never fails: but whether there be obscure historical practises,
they shall fail; whether there be eccentric interpretations, they shall come
to nought; where there be pseudo-musicological insights, they shall vanish
away.

9. For we know in part, and we interpret in part.

10. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be
done away.

11. When I was a student, I played as a student, I thought as a student: but
when I became a musician, I put away childish things.

12. For now we see through the music, darkly; but then with bright insight:
now I know in part: but then shall I have all things revealed.

13. And now abideth technique, historical purity, musicality, these three; but
the greatest of these is musicality.

Adapted for organists by Austin C. Lovelace
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Car Park Update

Many of us have unfortunately not been able to get to the
Church recently, however it is good to learn that work has
continued on the car park project. Grass is now showing in
places. Thank you to Wendy for sending these photos for us to
see.
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Letter from Uncle Eustace: On why holding an Arts Festival 
in church is not a good idea

My dear Nephew Darren,
Your decision to hold a Summer weekend Arts Festival in church, bringing

culture to your inner-city streets, was most commendable. Pity, how it all
turned out.

The Friday evening started well with the concert of Scott Joplin piano
music. Obviously knowing that the pieces were originally played in seedy bars
on pianos wildly out of tune with several notes missing, your committee must
have gone to endless trouble to find precisely the right instrument. Your stage-
hands, were, however, less careful and hadn’t noticed that the platform had a
noticeable list to port. After each piece, the pianist had to relocate the piano
stool closer to his nomadic piano, with the last piece being performed with
both entirely out of sight behind the pulpit.

It created much innocent entertainment for the audience, but the fault
really should have been remedied before the Saturday evening choir concert.
Discarded kneelers and rotting hymn books do not form a stable base for a
stage supporting an 80-strong choir. So when it came to the enthusiastic
rendering of hits from ‘Oklahoma’, with copious hand movements, it came as
something of a relief that the stage took this as the moment to signal defeat,
tipping the tenors behind the altar. The audience’s thunderous applause,
assuming this was a carefully choreographed part of the performance, was quite
touching. I am sure all the compensation claims will soon be sorted out.

Your one great mistake was to take on responsibility for organising the
refreshments afterwards. Church entertainments committees have centuries of
collective experience in judging the numbers of ham sandwiches and bottles of
milk required. I am forever proud that our own ladies – through years of
experience – can now get five cups of tea from every tea bag and can butter
bread so thinly that one pack can last several months.

What you now do with 29 surplus loaves of bread is a problem you have
brought upon yourself. You could possibly use them for supporting the stage
next year.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)
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Answers on page 17

Down
1  Struggle between opposing 
forces (Habakkuk 1:3) (8)
2  James defined this as ‘looking 
after orphans and widows in 
their distress and keeping 
oneself from being polluted by 
the world’ (James 1:27) (8)
4  ‘The one I kiss is the man; —
him’ (Matthew 26:48) (6)
5  ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in 
— , faithful in prayer’ (Romans 
12:12) (10)
6   St Columba’s burial place (4)
7   Swirling current of water (4)
10  Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10)
12  ‘God was pleased through 
the foolishness of what was — , 
to save those who believe’ (1 
Corinthians 1:21) (8)
13  Camp where the angel of the 
Lord slew 185,000 men one 
night (2 Kings 19:35) (8)
16  ‘There is still — — —
Jonathan; he is crippled in both 
feet’(2 Samuel 9:3) (1,3,2)
18  David Livingstone was one 
(4)
19  Driver and Vehicle Licensing 
Authority (1,1,1,1)

Across
1  See 23 Across
3  Where the thief on the cross was 
told he would be, with Jesus (Luke 
23:43) (8)
8  Invalid (4)
9  Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8)
11 Adhering to the letter of the law 
rather than its spirit (Philippians 3:6) 
(10)
14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6)
15 ‘This is how it will be with 
anyone who — up things for himself 
but is not rich towards God’ (Luke 
12:21) (6)
17 Mary on Isis (anag.) (10)
20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8)
21 Native of, say, Bangkok (4)
22 Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3)
23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took 
the man and put him in the Garden 
of — to work it and take — of it’ 
(Genesis 2:15) (4,4)

Apologies to readers of the May issue 
where there were no answers… these 

are also on pg 17 –Ed.



Traidcraft Update

16 Fair Trade News

As the whole world struggles to find ways of dealing with the Covid-19
pandemic, it has become increasingly clear that the virus has a
disproportionate impact on the most vulnerable members of society. We
have seen this played out in our own communities and in the disturbing
images in our news bulletins. What has also become clear, however, is that
communities in adversity have an astounding way of pulling together and
that it is often those who have the least in material wealth who set us the
most powerful examples of determination to pull through and pull each
other through. We can see this in the work currently being carried out by
Traidcraft Exchange teams in numerous countries.

In Bangladesh, local teams have been working with very poor, socially
excluded ethnic minority communities in the north-west region, distributing
rice to families in need and helping smallholder farmers to form local
support groups. One such group in Mymensingh district has been using its
investment fund to offer interest free loans to its poorest members.
In Senegal, teams have been establishing a revolving fund to pre-finance
fruit, enabling farmers in the Casamance region to sell forest fruits - such as
baobab and ditakh - directly to collection centres and receive immediate
payment. Workers at risk of redundancy will in addition be supported
through a temporary grant.

Meanwhile teams in Tanzania, have been predominantly working to support
people with disabilities in the Dar es Salaam and Mbeya regions, including
providing hand-washing facilities and ensuring equal access to government
information eg by means of Braille.

A recent email I received from Traidcraft Exchange thanking St Andrew’s
congregation for our Fairtrade Fortnight and Millennium Pledge donations,
assured us that the money would go towards helping people like Thabiti, a
disabled coffee farmer from Tanzania who has three young children to
support. He was recently able to join a group with other disabled farmers in
the area which has brought about significant changes in his life. He has
undertaken training in practical skills such as book-keeping and has learnt
about the many ways that disabled people are stigmatised at family,
community and even government level.
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While it will sadly remain impossible in the foreseeable future to run the
Fairtrade stall at St Andrew’s, I would like to encourage you in the meantime
to consider buying your favourite Fairtrade products directly from Traidcraft
plc (https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk). It is also possible to round up your
total with a donation to Traidcraft Exchange to enable them to continue with
both their immediate emergency response measures and their long-term
work of helping marginalised farmers and producers to access fairer terms of
trade.

Wishing you every blessing,

Debbie Warren

“Being part of the group gives me
comfort and really good consolation. I
meet with others with disabilities and
they’re my friends, we accept each
other, we accept our disabilities. I
value Traidcraft Exchange. I think this
will help us stamp out discrimination”

Crossword answers
June 2020
ACROSS: 1  Care, 3  Paradise,8  Null , 9  Profaned, 11 Legalistic, 14 Closed, 15 
Stores, 17 Missionary, 20 Covenant, 21 Thai,22 Trade-off, 23 Eden

DOWN:1  Conflict, 2  Religion, 4  Arrest, 5  Affliction, 6  Iona, 7  Eddy, 10 
Allegiance, 12 Preached, 13 Assyrian, 16 A son of, 18 Scot, 19 DVLA

May 2020 (with apologies)
ACROSS:1, Stop. 3, Call upon. 9, Regular. 10, Octet. 11, Inner. 12, Hudson. 14, 
Holy Communion. 17, Myself. 19, See to. 22, About. 23, Iterate. 24, Monarchy. 
25, Stet.
DOWN:1, Straight. 2, Organ. 4, Abraham’s faith. 5, Lloyd. 6, Puteoli. 7, Note. 8, 
Cleric. 13, Innocent. 15, Lay down. 16, Ussher. 18, Enter. 20, Enact. 21, Balm.

https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/
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When You Pray . . . .

We cannot escape the dangers which abound
in life without the actual and continual help of
God. Let us, then, pray to him for it
continually. How can we pray to him without
being with him? How can we be with him but
in thinking of him often? And how can we
often think of him unless by a holy habit of
thought which we should form?

You will tell me that I am always saying the
same thing. It is true, for this is the best and
easiest method I know; and, as I use no other, I
advise all the world to do it.

19Final Thoughts

Brother Lawrence of 
the Resurrection
(1614 – 1691)       

From: ‘The Practice of the 
Presence of God’.

A Final Word
On the second May bank holiday Monday I visited Chippenham for the first
time since the lockdown begun for a socially-distanced walk with my friend and
fellow chorister James. He living on St. Mary Street, I saw our beautiful Church
once again ‘in the flesh’. How I longed to go inside! How I longed to hear one
of Rod’s sermons, enjoy Paul’s organ playing and feel the magnificent feeling of
singing unto the Lord, worshiping, and receiving communion with everybody in
the St. Andrew’s family. I hope that this can all happen again soon. In the
meantime, I pray that the situation improves and the rules can be relaxed
enough that Rod’s lovely idea of an outdoor service can become a safe reality. It
would be a marvelous sign of our resilience and faith if we could pray together
in the churchyard. Until then, I hope that everybody continues to feel connected
to the St Andrew’s family be it through Rod’s emails and worship pieces, reading
this magazine or calling and catching up with friends. Until we see each other
again, here is a photo I took of the Church on 25th May. Remy Osman, Editor



Church Services
at St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham

Sundays 
8:00 am Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 am Main Service

Parish Eucharist (sung) Weeks 2 and 4
All-age Eucharist Week 1(with baptism) and 5
Family Worship Week 3

11:15 am Shortened Eucharist (Week 3)
4 pm Andy’s@4 Family Service (Week 2)
6:30 pm Evening Service (Week 3)

BCP Choral Evensong, Celtic and Ministry of 
Healing on a 3-month rotation)

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday
8:30 am Morning Prayer (8:00 am on Wednesday)

Thursday
8:30 am Holy Eucharist

at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas

Sundays
8:30 am Holy Communion (Week 1)
10:00 am Morning Service (Week 2) or Matins (Week 4)
Evening BCP Evening Service with Communion

(Week 3: 3pm Oct – March or 6:30pm April - Sept)

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531

COVID-19 Coronavirus notice

Unfortunately, all services and events are

cancelled until further notice


