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The Results are In!
Rather rashly, after Easter I challenged people
to beat my choice of the best line of the best
hymn in all the history of hymns. It wasn’t
enough for it to simply be a line from your
favourite hymn (that could open a real can of
worms!) – it had to be the line that says the
most important thing about God for you, and
puts it just right. Not an easy challenge! But
when you start to think about it, there are
some real gems.
My contention? “Emptied himself of all but
love” from Charles Wesley’s “And Can It Be?”
Having made the claim, it suddenly mattered
to me that Charles Wesley should have still
been an Anglican when he wrote it, rather
than have become a Methodist by then (just so
that I can claim it as ours!) I did a bit of
research and found to my surprise that Charles
always remained an Anglican! Who knew? So
I think we can happily claim shared
ownership. He is, unsurprisingly, the author of
three out of the top five of our collective
choices.
Anyway, the results:
Continued over…

Welcome
24 people made suggestions – only one suggestion came from our
choir!
1st Place: “Be Thou My Vision”
4 votes for “Be Thou my vision O Lord of my heart.”
2 for “Be Thou and Thou only, the first in my heart”,
1 for “Be Thou my soul’s shelter, be Thou my strong tower”
2nd Place: “And Can It Be”
2 votes for “Emptied himself of all but love”
2 votes for “My chains fell off, my heart was free. I rose, went forth
and followed Thee”
1 for “Bold I approach the eternal throne and claim the crown,
through Christ my own.”
Joint 3rd Place: “In Christ alone”
1 vote for “In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my
strength, my song.”
1 vote for: “My comforter, my all in all; Here in the love of Christ I
stand.”
Joint 3rd Place: “Lo He Comes with Clouds Descending”
1 vote (prompted!) for “Those dear tokens of his passion, still his
dazzling body bears”
1 vote for “Saviour, take the power and glory, claim the kingdom for
thine own”
Joint 3rd Place: “O Thou Who Camest from Above”
1 vote for “Kindle a flame of sacred love on the mean altar of my
heart.”
1 vote for “Still let me guard the holy fire and still stir up the gift in
me”
Continued over…
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Rod’s Welcome

The rest – 1 vote each for….
“Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways”
“I’ve called on his name in the dark of my shame”, (from “O
the Love of my Lord is the Essence.”)
“When I stand in glory, I shall see his face” (from “There is a
Redeemer”)
“In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground” (from “Be
Still”)
“Christ says of our poor faithless souls, “I know them, they
are mine.”” (from “I do not Know the Man”)
“What a friend we have in Jesus”
But of course, each and every one is the best line of the best
hymn – and thousands more lines that give us the right
words at the right time to express the deepest longings and
joys, struggles and doubts of our inmost being. Because –
though for each of us our journey is unique – there will
always be a Christian sister or brother somewhere, in some
era, who has shared that particular part of our experience
that we need to express, and gives us words to help us form
it into a prayer.
Love and God bless,
Rod x

Coronavirus Update

Coronavirus Worship Update
As of Tuesday 17 March 2020 the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York have suspended public worship in all Church of
England Churches due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus.
Rod will continue to send out messages and resources for
home worship;, which can also be found via the St.
Andrew’s Church website homepage:
www,standrewschippenham.org.uk
By doing this we will be able to pray privately knowing that
we are doing so simultaneously to other members of the St.
Andrew’s family. We will still be part of the worshipping life
of St Andrew’s.
Some churches are also now streaming live services via the
internet to join in, something we are exploring for St.
Andrew’s too (maybe for Easter?). For example Bristol
Cathedral is using Facebook to live stream Morning Prayer
(9:30am Mon-Sat), Lunchtime Eucharist (12:30pm Mon-Sat),
Evening Prayer (3:30pm Mon-Sat) and a Eucharist with
Sermon at 10am on Sunday. You can join in via the Bristol
Cathedral Facebook Page at facebook.com/bristolcathedral
Please stay safe, and I look forward to worshipping together
at St. Andrew’s again soon.
-Remy Osman, Editor
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Alan Scotford

Alan Scotford: a tribute
We were all very saddened to learn the news that Alan Scotford
sadly passed away after suffering a heart attack on 2nd April.
Alan was 82 when he died; he was born 14th July 1937. He
had lived in Chippenham for about 58 years and been a member
of the congregation at St. Peters for all of that time but was a
strong supporter of churches working together and would
frequently attend services at St. Andrew’s. He was also a
previous editor of St Peters' Church magazine The Sun.
I was lucky enough to chat with Alan in person several times
(usually after Evensong), and I was always struck by his kindness
and deep held, sincere faith; something which came out every
month in the excellent articles that he contributed to the Herald.
Alan’s daughter, Ruth, has been in touch to send the final piece
that he was drafting for this month’s Herald magazine, as the
Coronavirus outbreak was spreading. She says: “It is very apt
both for the times we are in and for his death…he was ready to
meet his maker even though he would have rather put it off for a
bit longer.”
Our sympathies and prayers go out to all of Alan’s family and
friends. I hope that this final article of Alan’s proves to be
thought-provoking and inspires our faith as his others did each
month.
Remy Osman, Editor

Alan Scotford

Alan’ final thoughts on the Lockdown
The Bible has many stories of war, famine, pestilence and plague
and down the centuries there have been many instances when
biological pathogens have reared their ugly heads and have wiped
out millions of the human race. We know that on the basis of
probability another would hit us reasonably soon and in very recent
years there have been international conferences to discuss the
matter and to suggest what governments should do to prepare so
that when that expected pandemic did strike lots of measures and
necessary means of combatting such a situation would be in place.
But little was actually done. Like most of us who do not even
prepare for our own inevitable death. Governments like us, although
knowing it was bound to happen put it off because it wouldn’t
happen tomorrow. May be we should ask ourselves are we
prepared?
The measures now taken have hit hard for many of us. Some old
codgers like me have been comparing it to conditions in World War
Two. There are many similarities. Then like now there was a
common enemy that was hell bent on destroying many lives. It was
necessary to loose many of our freedoms and abide by many
regulations to control and make safe our lives. Items we had been
used to buying were no longer available and food became scarcer
which meant we had to innovate to keep everything we already had
working. Ordinary people rallied round and helped out their
neighbours and many put their lives on the line and became heroes.
And countless thousands of husbands and fathers became isolated
for years from their wives and children as they were sent off to join
the armed forces. Yes, there were many similarities and today’s
children should look back and learn from those days and gain hope
for a different kind of future.
Continued over
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Poem

We now need words of inspiration and hope. Vanessa Feltz, who is
the presenter of BBC Radio London’s morning show from 7 to
10am, found a poem in a Irish newspaper that she found so up
lifting that she tracked down the author and got him to read it on
her show on St Patrick’s day (19th March). She just introduced him
as Brother Richard and in his soft gentle Irish accent he recited the
words he had recently written. They are words of comfort and
hope for our present situation and I think you will appreciate
reading them.

Lockdown
Yes there is fear.
Yes there is isolation.
Yes there is panic buying.
Yes there is sickness.
Yes there is even death.
But,
They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise
You can hear the birds again.
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet
The sky is no longer thick with fumes
But blue and grey and clear.
They say that in the streets of Assisi
People are singing to each other
across the empty squares,
keeping their windows open
so that those who are alone
may hear the sounds of family around them.
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland
Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound.

Poem con’t
Today a young woman I know
is busy spreading fliers with her number
through the neighbourhood
So that the elders may have someone to call on.
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples
are preparing to welcome
and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary
All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new
way
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality
To how big we really are.
To how little control we really have.
To what really matters.
To Love.
So we pray and we remember that
Yes there is fear.
But there does not have to be hate.
Yes there is isolation.
But there does not have to be loneliness.
Yes there is panic buying.
But there does not have to be meanness.
Yes there is sickness.
But there does not have to be disease of the soul
Yes there is even death.
But there can always be a rebirth of love.
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.
Today, breathe.
Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic
The birds are singing again
The sky is clearing,
Spring is coming,
And we are always encompassed by Love.
Open the windows of your soul
And though you may not be able
to touch across the empty square,
Sing.
Continued over…
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Poem

The author, Father Richard is in fact Richard Hendrick, a
Franciscan, who produces on the internet some wonderful free
daily thoughts and their teaching contain inspiration and hope. If
you want to read any more of his wonderful pieces that he writes
each day just visit Brother Richard’s Blog: mindful, mystical
musings and be enriched by what is there. I am sure you will
want to go back to his web site again and again.
Alan Scotford

Alan Scotford
1937-2020

Advertisement
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Local History

Notes on Chippenham History 2
The passage below strikes a sobering cord with us even though it
refers to events over 400 years ago.
In 1608 and in the three following years the plague raged among
the population of England. At Chippenham, fairs and markets
were closed, because in certain towns adjoining, as Calne and
Corsham, the pestilence had broken out; and special constables
were appointed “to watch and warde suspected visitors” and on
one occasion --- “to keepe one Nicholas Eaton & his wife out of
the town upon the speech given forth that they had bene
amonge infected psons”.
Barry Hayward
From THE GARDEN OF WILTS.
A widespread field of natural beauty and diversified scenery is
visible from Hardenhuish Churchyard.
The Birds’ Marsh (anciently Birch Marsh) , in the parish of
Langley Burrell, with its glades and shady bowers, and labyrinths
of evergreens, beds of anemones, daffodils, foxgloves, bluebells,
and thickets of ferns, crowned with clusters of gorgeous
rhododendrons, is a very paradise of loveliness and delight.
There used to be a breed of small yellow vipers in the marsh,
which were dangerous to the cattle feeding there; but not one
reptile of this venomous species has been seen for many years.
The English snake is very common there, and is perfectly
harmless. A lover of nature, cautiously observant, on a fine
summers day, may come upon a brood of snakelets at play with
their mother in the sun, and may notice, how at the first signal of
alarm, they glide into there mother’s mouth, and all instantly
disappear.

Local History
A vixen fox was seen hovering about a hedgerow, near the farm
house, and a vigilant watch was kept over the poultry; but none
were ever missed. Time went on and all was peace; when, one
evening, four or five cubs were noticed gambolling with their
mother. But no turkey, or goose, or duck, or fowl was ever stolen
from yard or field. It was evident that a compact had been made
and respected – the farmer did not molest the fox ; the fox did not
rob the farmer. Yet foxes must be fed; and one day, a hare, a rabbit
and a fowl were seen in the cubs’ larder. But they were brought
from afar. The friend’s property was not invaded. There is honour
even among foxes.
A pair of missel-thrushes had built their nest in a tree near a spot
where a peculiar fungus grew, which the birds regarded as delicate
food. But a pair of squirrels had also found out this savoury meat,
and used to sit upon the broad head of the fungus on their
haunches, and nibble the edges. These thrushes, the boldest of
birds, ( fearing neither hawk nor owl) flew down and made
pertinacious attacks on the little quadrupeds, fighting and scolding
and pecking, and tugging at their tales, and striking them with their
strong wings. The defenders of the position maintained their ground
gallantly, springing at their assailants, hissing, and barking like
little dogs, till at last they were driven off the fungus---but the battle
was not over; the nimble squirrels ran up the tree in which the
birds had built, and took possession of their nest. The thrushes now
flew to the defence of their home, and after a long fight dislodged
the enemy, but the squirrels ran down and again ensconced
themselves upon the fungus; and thus the attack and defence went
on till both parties were fairly tired out.
The Birds Marsh was once a part of Langley Common. Langley
Common was a free pastorage of eighty acres, given by generous
grant of Saxon nobles, or, immediately, by the King himself, to the
villagers of Langley Burrell and to the inhabitants of the Royal
Burgh of Chippenham. That Chippenham was included in the grant
is certain from the large extent of land conceded to common use.
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Letter from Uncle Eustace

Letter from Uncle Eustace: On the perils of a Scout camp
My dear Nephew Darren,
It seems that the basics of parish ministry are no longer taught in
theological colleges. Don’t you know anything about consulting your diary in
public? When you are asked if you are free on a certain date, accepted practice
is to open it so that the enquirer cannot quite see. You then shake your head
sadly, saying you are committed to blessing a new tea urn, or on some other
vital ecclesiastical activity that day. Then you regretfully give your apologies.
You do not open the thing in full view of your enquirer, so he can see the blank
pages! Really, it serves you right that you are now committed to going on Scout
camp.
The last time I agreed to pay the Scouts a visit was when I found that
there was a splendid restaurant only a mile away from their camp. I arrived and
parked my car by the side of the river where they were all canoeing, wound
down the car window and made encouraging noises for some minutes before
explaining I had to find a garage for petrol.
Several hours later, after an excellent lunch, I drove to where they were
now rock climbing, wound down the car window and made encouraging
noises for some minutes before explaining that I had a standing committee to
return to that evening. It was a splendid day.
You, however, will experience the charms of two days under canvas.
Whatever site for your tent you choose, it will be the one that floods first. The
early hours will undoubtedly find you wading about in water in the pitch dark,
retrieving your sleeping bag and clothes – which you will then have to wear for
the rest of the day. Watch out for the food, as well: all camp food contains grass
and usually sheep droppings. This will make you ill, though for some reason
Scouts thrive on it.
Whatever the weather and whatever activities you do each day, you will
end up wet, chilled and bruised. At least your evenings will be warm, for you
are bound to spend them at Casualty, with youngsters suffering from sprained
ankles or dislocated shoulders.
My only advice is to use those hours in Casualty to practise the art of
opening your diary in a way that only YOU can see it.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)

Crossword
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Down

1
‘Therefore let us — passing
judgment on one another’ (Romans
14:13) (4)
3
‘I — — these persons here
present’ (Marriage service) (4,4)
9
According to a prearranged
timetable (Numbers 28:3) (7)
10 Group of eight (5)
11 The cell into which the
Philippian jailer put Paul and Silas
(Acts 16:24) (5)
12 — Taylor, pioneer missionary
to China (6)
14 Otherwise known as the
Eucharist, Breaking of Bread, the
Lord’s Table (4,9)
17 ‘So that after I have preached
to others, I — will not be disqualified
for the prize’ (1 Corinthians 9:27) (6)
19 Attend to (3,2)
22 Approximately (Acts 4:4) (5)
23 Tea rite (anag.) (7)
24 Rule of sovereign (8)
25 Test (anag.) (4)

Answers on page 16

Across

1
The name of the street
where Judas lived in Damascus
and where Saul of Tarsus stayed
(Acts 9:11) (8)
2
‘The playing of the merry
— , sweet singing in the choir’
(5)
4
‘We have been saying that
— — was credited to him as
righteous’ (Romans 4:9) (8,5)
5
Dr Martyn — Jones,
famous for his ministry at
Westminster Chapel (5)
6
Port at which Paul landed
on his way to Rome (Acts 28:13)
(7)
7
Observe
(Ruth 3:4) (4)
8
Minister of religion (6)
13 ‘I am — of this man’s
blood. It is your responsibility’
(Matthew 27:24) (8)
15 ‘Greater love has no one
than this, that he — — his life
for his friends’ (John 15:13) (3,4)
16 Archbishop who
calculated that the world began
in 4004BC (6)
18 ‘No one can — the
kingdom of God unless he is
born of water and the Spirit’
(John 3:5) (5)
20 Establish by law (5)
21 Product of Gilead noted
for its healing properties
(Jeremiah 46:11) (4)
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Fair Trade News

Traidcraft Update
It is Wednesday morning and as I sit here adding the finishing touches to my
monthly Fairtrade news article, I am aware that I would normally be setting
up my stall ready for our St Andrew’s Coffee Shop. How things have
changed in a startlingly short period of time! As we hold each other and the
world in prayer, I do, however, feel blessed to be able to share with you a
few pieces of positive Fairtrade news.
In what felt like another world - just a few weeks ago - St Andrew’s was able
to host four stalls during Fairtrade Fortnight and our sales totalled £253.
Many thanks to the coffee shop teams for including so many fairly traded
ingredients in their baking and to everyone who responded to the focus on
cocoa farmers by purchasing Easter eggs and other chocolate products from
the stall. Thanks also to those who purchased raffle tickets during the Shrove
Tuesday Beetle Drive evening, raising a total of £110 for Traidcraft Exchange
(Traidcraft’s charity arm).
It is also the time of year when I calculate our annual “Millennium Pledge”
donation to Traidcraft Exchange (10% of our financial year purchases total
from Traidcraft Plc) and I’m delighted to tell you that we are able to donate
£365 this year to their invaluable work in supporting and nurturing
vulnerable and fledgeling Fairtrade producer groups. Some of these funds and indeed some of the money in the Fairtrade Premium paid to more
developed producer cooperatives - will undoubtedly be used to provide safe
water for drinking and hand washing, particularly poignant for us at a time
when our own needs for manual hygiene are paramount.
In this time of necessary social distancing, we may feel further than ever
away from each other and from those we wish to support, but we are perhaps more than ever - united: united in adversity, but also in compassion
and in prayer.
God bless and stay safe!
Debbie Warren

Parish Diary

Happiness
My father -in-law, Fred Archer, was a man of great courage and a survivor.
He was a member of the British Expeditionary Forces at the beginning of the
second world war, eventually being rescued from the beaches of Dunkirk to
travel back home on a coal boat. As was the case with many other
servicemen, the following years of the war brought much hardship, and poor
diet causing Fred stomach problems for the remainder of his life. But he
fought it off and rarely complained.
Fred was a great sportsman, particularly excelling at golf. He had played
football and taken part in pro-celebrity golf tournaments.
He underwent pioneering surgery on his aorta and towards the end of his
life his eyesight began to fail and he was declared partial sighted. It was a
sad occasion when he asked me to sell his golf clubs because he wouldn't
be needing them any more. But he soldiered on, always cheerful and
independent, living a very full and useful life. He loved to have his family
around him.
He became a champion of his local "talking newspaper" and frequently
submitted articles. Typical of Fred and his outlook on life, he had the
following poem published in May 1988.
HAPPINESS.
HAPPINESS is when the heart is glad;
Caring is the cornerstone, simplicity the keynote.
Selfishness has no part in lasting happiness - else it is transitory - but
contentment does.
It is the joyful response to a pleasure.
It is not a right, but is earned by taking time to understand,
and a willingness to please or comfort;
By giving - and so receiving.
May this be light beacon for us all at this worrying time.
Geoff Oldnall
April 2020
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Groups and
Organisations at
St. Andrew’s

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key
(01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spener
Margaret Gubbins
Churchwardens
Jenny Norris
Barry Hayward

Head Server
Michael Sammes

654608

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot
463230
Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton
660235

651565
248757
812945
653322

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Daphne Jefferies
659820
PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence
740687

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris
812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Church Administrator
Daphne Jefferies
659820

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot
463230
Wendy Reeves
650622

Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Daphnejefferies657 @btinternet.com

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Magazine Distribution

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford
812190
Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer
651565
Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer
651565

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com
Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson

658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer

651565

Mothers’ Union
Margaret Gubbins

248757

100 Club
Margaret Harrison

652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis
443779
Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk
Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward

653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves

650622

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Giving Officer
Ros Harford

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666

812190

Open Mondays 6pm-6:30pm
and Tuesdays 9am-10:30am

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford
812190

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward

To make arrangements for Baptisms,
Marriage, Reading of Banns etc or to
Book the Hall or Church or concerts
and events, please email us at
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Daphne Jefferies
659820

Sue Haslop

323765

Health and Safety Officer
Daphne Jefferies
659820

653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer
651565
Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com

Final Thoughts
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When You Pray . . . .

Apart from the Daily Office, which is a
joy, I do not have the courage to search
through books for beautiful prayers.
They are so numerous that it would
only make my head ache. Unable
either to say them all or to choose
between them, I do as a child would
who cannot read – I just say what I
want to say to God, quite simply, and
he never fails to understand.

St. Therese of Lisieux
(1873 – 1897)

I hope that everybody in the St. Andrew’s Church family is keeping
safe and healthy and adjusting as best we can to this ‘new normal’. I
have been missing seeing the inside of our Church, so here is a photo.
I hope that we can return again soon. Best wishes to all.
-Remy Osman, Editor

Church Services
at St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham
Sundays
8:00 am
10:00 am

11:15 am
4 pm
6:30 pm

Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
Main Service
Parish Eucharist (sung) Weeks 2 and 4
All-age Eucharist Week 1(with baptism) and 5
Family Worship Week 3
Shortened Eucharist (Week 3)
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8:30 am
even Morning Prayer (8:00 am on Wednesday)
Thursday
8:30 am

Holy Eucharist

at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
Sundays
8:30 am
10:00 am
Evening

Holy Communion (Week 1)
Morning Service (Week 2) or Matins (Week 4)
BCP Evening Service with Communion
(Week 3: 3pm Oct – March or 6:30pm April - Sept)
This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531

