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Better Together

I do enjoy a nice cup of coffee in front of a real fire.
And sometimes it’s actually rather delicious to sit by our
wood-burner with the rain pelting down outside – and
the strength of the wind can make the fire burn brighter.
But I have to confess to being an incurable fiddler when
it comes to real fires, and on one occasion, I just had to
open the door and push one log further into the grate
with the tongs, because it seemed to me that it wasn’t in
exactly the right place.

Unfortunately, that caused the log to “pop” suddenly,
and send a shower of sparks through the open front
onto the fire surround. I’d have been in big trouble if the
shower had reached the carpet – but I was lucky, all the
embers stopped just short. Still, a scattering of red hot
glowing embers all pouring smoke into the room was
not good, so I rushed to the kitchen to find a dustpan
and brush to sweep away the incriminating evidence.
But when I came back, the scattered embers were no
longer glowing – not even smoking. Some of them were
perhaps as big as a hazelnut, but they’d lost their heat in
a matter of seconds after being ejected from the fire.

Same wood, same temperature in the fire – and these
embers would have happily glowed on red hot for a
long time if they’d still been in the midst of the other
burning wood – but separated from the rest of the log,
they withered and went out remarkably quickly.

Hmm….
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I don’t doubt that there’s a good scientific reason why an ember keeps burning
when in the midst of others, but goes out when it’s on its own – and I love
science, so I’d love to know the reason why.

But equally it gave me food for thought (me being a vicar); one tiny spark can
be hugely important – it can start a forest fire or light a lamp or a stove – I’m
sure it could even save a life. But you can’t keep it alive for long if you separate
it from all the others.

Looking for a New Year’s resolution?
Read and digest John 15 verse 4.

Happy New Year everyone,

Rod

The annual subscription of £10 for this magazine is now due. 
Please send payment to Sue Haslop, 64 Sadlers Mead, Chippenham, SN15 3PL. 

Cheques should be made payable to St. Andrew's P.C.C. Thank you.

Photo: Beth McNally
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This is a photo of our St Andrews
spire undergoing repair.

One explanation is that something
had to be done quickly and Rod
reckons we can do it ourselves,
hence the ingenious self supporting
wooden scaffolding quickly designed
on the back of a fag packet, luckily
found on the tower top parapet.

Maurice opted to use the ladder
being used to (in his younger days)
running up and down them in
conning towers. While Paul has
decided that abseiling is the prudent
option because if necessary vacation
of the spire can be affected in double
quick time.

At this point we respectfully ask
Daphne to look the other way where
she will spot the rest of the fabric
committee apparently wearing lead
boots and well and truly anchored to
the ground.

In the meantime Rod stands aloft his beloved Church surveying the
parish and wondering whatever all the fuss is about!

A second explanation is that this photo was taken C1905 by local
photographer Mr Small and this is how they did things then.

Which explanation would you say is the more plausible?

ST. ANDREW’S SPIRE REPAIRS
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6 Letter from Uncle Eustace

Letter from Uncle Eustace: On how to mix town and country 
– or not

My dear Nephew Darren,

Your idea for our two churches to hold a combined New Year’s Day walk was
an admirable one, although I could sense a certain clash of cultures when your
party arrived at the starting point with boots, waterproofs and GPS equipment.
Our own group, rather anticipating tottering between tea shops, with a little
light shopping in between, sported tweed suits, shopping bags and furled
umbrellas.

Even the two sets of dogs seemed bemused with one another, with your Westies
and King Charles spaniels making enough noise to scare all the wildlife in the
county, and our Retrievers puzzled why the pheasants were not dropping from
the sky. Dear Miss Mill’s miniature poodle, with the painted toenails, will
probably need life-long counselling; the furthest she had walked previously was
from her bed to beside the dining room table.

The electronic navigation equipment brought by members of your group made
me think that if only the wise men had had these blessings, they wouldn’t have
had to follow anything as unreliable as a star. Although I suppose that instead of
gold, frankincense and myrrh, they would then have arrived with an MP3
player, a mobile phone which would have been obsolete before Jesus’ first
birthday and a CD of Madonna’s greatest hits.

I do concede that our two congregations learned
much from one another. Our ladies were most
interested to hear about the latest in personal
trainers, while yours discovered how to bring a
pan of jam to a rolling boil. Your men seemed
impressed to hear of squirrel shooting while ours
gathered useful tips for caravanning abroad. And
poor Miss Mill’s poodle learned that the great
outdoors was a parallel and hostile universe.
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By mid-afternoon, however, the balance of power shifted. When the leader
of the walk from your group lost his SatNav, our members felt the need to
assert themselves. The gentlemen navigated using wind direction, moss on
trees and angles of the sun, while our ladies, with tweed skirts furled
somewhat higher than one would have wished, showed yours how to wade
through peat bog without complaining.

Perhaps town and country really can learn from one another. But if Major
Bullock’s wife arrives for Mattins next Sunday sporting the latest gym gear,
you will have much to answer for.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)

Learn to Dance
Waltz, Cha Cha, Quickstep, Jive etc.

Exciting New Class starting
Monday 13th January 2020, 7pm-8pm

The King Alfred Hall, Chippenham SN15 3HT

(Next to St. Andrew’s Church)

Six-week Course: £45 per person
Contact The Bath Dancecentre

Paula: paulagoodyear@btinternet.com
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The carol service at Tytherton Lucas and St Andrew’s lit up during Advent
Photos: Remy Osman and Beth McNally
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10 Poem

SAINTS ALIVE
Just a few weeks ago, on 13th October, a Victorian Englishman, and initially an

Anglican, was canonized by Pope Francis and made a new "Saint" of the
Church of Rome. He is John Henry Newman who was born in 1801 and was to
become one of the most brilliant, controversial and forward thinking figures of
his day within the Anglican Church. He was a Fellow of Oriel College and also
Vicar of St. Mary's Oxford where he preached and published sermons of such
authority they were widely read and discussed throughout the land. He was
concerned with the basic truths and roots of Christianity and for the Church, in
much humbleness, to bring what it discovers to be right to a wanting and needy
world and in it's devotions to God. He also became a prominent founder and
leader of the Oxford Movement that sought to reform and return the Church of
England to it's Catholic roots. Much of his humble wisdom and arguments are
still very relevant to us today. He was a great poet and hymn writer. His
"Gerontius" was used by Elgar for his oratorio and we often sing his words
"Praise to the Holiest in the heights" and "Lead, kindly Light". In 1845 he
decided to convert to the Church of Rome, causing divisive controversy within
the Anglican Church. In 1846 he was ordained a priest in the Catholic Church
but declined from being appointed a bishop. However later he was made a
Cardinal by Pope Leo XIII. He died in 1890. For many years some have called
for him to be made a "Saint", but there was the hurdle to overcome of finding
two "miracles" he had performed. Earlier in 2019 two were attributed to him
although he may not have known about them himself.

If you or I had known John Henry Newman we too might have discovered
that his humble life was so full of Jesus that we also would have named him as
one of our personal "saints alive". I myself, and maybe you too, have
sometimes been privileged to walk and live alongside folk who have shown us
so much of the love and life of Jesus in their lives that we, in our hearts, regard
them as our real live saints. They have made such a difference to our lives, and
to so many others, through their devotions to our Lord and the humble way
they have freely given so much of themselves and what they possess that they
have become our "saints alive". The miracles they have performed are simply
that of crossing our paths and going on to touch and influence our lives and
thereby truly blessing us.
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Jim (A.J.) Lewis, in the 1970's, was the Moravian Minister at Malmesbury. To
many he was a live saint. Like John Henry Newman Jim was a fine preacher
whose words of wisdom, yet deceptive simplicity, had a wide audience. He
also wrote many fine poems and hymns. Here is his recollection of one of his
"saints alive" that he came across in one of his congregations. It could even
have been about a saintly lady who touched my life in earlier days.

Alan Scotford

ST. SKINNY
Saints are full of surprises:

All shapes and sizes,
Seldom averse

From scaring Satan with a kindly curse.
No textbook saint ever matched our Skinny;

Thin as a drainpipe.
With one smile she could wipe away

A streetful of sorrow;
Her scissors and pins could run up anything

And she sealed our grumbling
With her buttons of fun.

She was our Sun.
And like snow, soft and pure,

She covered our sins.
She was loveable –

A Saint must be Loveable,
And she was good as she was Quaint,

Our dear Skinny Saint..
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Traidcraft Update

Health care and honest trade with Honduran coffee growers
An abundance of apricots and aromatic almonds from
Producers in Pakistan and
Palestine
Young people given a future

New generations of farmers in
Eswatini and Ethiopia with
Water to drink and irrigate their crops

Yields on the increase, resisting drought and disease
Education for the children of rice-growers in Malawi
Access to markets for small-scale producers in remote regions
Respect for people and planet

Amen, let it be so!
God bless,
Debbie Warren



Answers on page 16
Crossword 13

Across
1 ‘Again Peter denied it, and at that 
moment a — began to crow’ (John 18:27) (4)
3 Fetters (Job 33:11) (8) 
8 Perform on a musical instrument (1 
Samuel 16:23) (4) 
9 Paul describes it as ‘the third heaven’ 
(2 Corinthians 12:2–4) (8) 
11 Loyally (Deuteronomy 11:13) (10) 
14 Hens? Me? (anag.) (6) 
15 Not visible (Matthew 6:6) (6) 
17 Predicted site of the final great battle 
(Revelation 16:16) (10) 
20 Jacob’s youngest son (Genesis 35:18) 
(8) 
21 One of Zophar’s eleven sons (1 
Chronicles 7:36) (4)
22 For example, London, Paris, Rome (8) 
23 United Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel (1,1,1,1)

Down
1 Favourite church activity: 
Fellowship round a — — —
(3,2,3) 
2 Divinely bestowed powers 
or talents (8) 
4 Pile together (1 
Thessalonians 2:16) (4,2) 
5 Commanded to justify 
(John 8:13) (10)
6 Timothy’s grandmother (2 
Timothy 1:5) (4) 
7 Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4) 
10 One of Graham Kendrick’s 
best-known songs, — — King 
(3,7) 
12 Indecency (Mark 7:22) (8) 
13 Unceasing (Jeremiah 
15:18) (8) 
16 He prophesied ‘the 
abomination that causes 
desolation’ (Matthew 24:15) (6) 
18 British Board of Film 
Classification (1,1,1,1) 
19 Pans (anag.) (4)
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From the Registers
Baptisms:
8th December: Ava Seryn Kersey

Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
(January 2020)

5th 8:30am Eucharist (Derek Copeland)
12th 10am Morning Service (Margaret Gubbins)              
19th 6:30pm Evensong + Communion    (Rod Key)
26th 10am Mattins (Eryl Spencer)
2nd February  Eucharist 8:30am (Derek Copeland)

On Saturday 1st February, Rod and Sue Key will give us an illustrated talk
from their African Safari. It will be in East Tytherton Village Hall at
7pm.There will be a supper break during the evening and the bar will be
open. Please let me know if you would like to come. Tickets will be £7.50.
We are raising money for the electrical work we have recently had done in
the church to comply with safety regulations. We look forward to seeing
you there.
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Upcoming Events at St. Andrew’s
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14th March North Wilts Symphony Orchestra (7:30pm)

REGULAR EVENTS AT ST ANDREW’S
Coffee Shop Wednesday 9:30am-12pm (St. Andrew’s Church)
Bell Ringing Wednesday, 7:30pm-9pm (In the tower)
Choir Practice Friday, 7:30pm-9pm (St. Andrew’s Church)
Meditation Thursday, 7:30pm-8pm (2 Baydon’s Lane)

Please contact Michael Sammes

No January meeting. 
The AGM will be held on the 13th February in the Lady Chapel at 
2:30pm (weather permitting).

Events take place in the Lady Chapel on
the first Thursday of the month, 2:30pm.

100 Club Draw
The winning numbers in December were: 

42 (£100), 11 (£40), 65 (£25)
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One year of the Herald

I thought it would be a nice idea to mark the New Year and the first birthday
of the Herald by looking back at the covers of each issue in 2019. Apologies
that each one is so small but hopefully you are inspired to find your original
copy of an old issue and take a closer look? I think it is testament to our
beautiful church (and the skills of Beth McNally who took almost all of the
photos!) that there are so many photos to choose from and many more to
come! Do get in touch if you have an idea for a good front cover in 2020.

Happy new year! Remy Osman, Editor
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Diary for January 2020
Every Monday: 13:30 Monday Art Group, St Andrew’s Church
Every Tuesday: 13:30 Andy’s Tots, St Andrew’s Church
Every Wednesday: 09:30 Wednesday Coffee Shop

19:30 Bellringers’ Practice
Every Thursday: 08:30 Said Morning Eucharist
Every Friday: 19:30 Robed Choir Practice
Every Saturday: 08:30 Morning Prayer

Sunday Service Schedule
Sunday, 5th January 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 All Age Eucharist
18:30 Healing Service

Sunday, 12th January 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 Parish Eucharist (sung)
16:00 Andy's@4

Sunday, 19th January 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 Sunday Family Worship

Sunday, 26th January 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 Parish Eucharist (sung)

Sunday, 2nd February 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 All Age Eucharist
18:30 Evensong
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Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key (01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spener 651565
Margaret Gubbins 248757

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris 812945
Barry Hayward 653322

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick
Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Church Administrator
Daphne Jefferies 659820
Daphnejefferies657 @btinternet.com

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Magazine Distribution
Sue Haslop 323765

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Open Mondays 6pm-6:30pm 
and Tuesdays 9am-10:30am

To make arrangements for Baptisms, 
Marriage, Reading of Banns etc or to 
Book the Hall or Church or concerts 
and events, please email us at 
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

Head Server
Michael Sammes 654608

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot 463230

Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton 660235

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Daphne Jefferies 659820

PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence 740687

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris 812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot 463230
Wendy Reeves 650622

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford 812190

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer 651565

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer 651565

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves 650622

Giving Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Daphne Jefferies 659820

Health and Safety Officer
Daphne Jefferies 659820

Groups and 
Organisations at 

St. Andrew’s

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson 658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer 651565

Mothers’ Union
Margaret Gubbins 248757

100 Club
Margaret Harrison 652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis 443779

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666 

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer 651565

Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com
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A Final Word

When You Pray . . . .

Prayer is not a normal human activity but a natural 
response

to life, like our breathing.
Prayer is our attending to our Maker, and all that he would 
give us.
Prayer is finding our real self, not bolstering our false ego.
Prayer is relationship, an unfolding process of Love, 
initiated 

by the Other.
We may not bottle or cage God: or we lose this loving 
relationship.
Prayer is open-ended, a risk but also play.
Prayer is never the same, from one moment to the next.
Prayer takes place in the now, not of our choosing.
Prayer is never done, our destination never arrived at.
We continue to travel through each day; if needs be, 
through 

the night.
We are never alone in our praying, for the Spirit of Love 

surrounds us.

Thank you to everybody who has contributed to this issue. 
If you have any articles for inclusion or feedback, please contact Remy Osman on 

remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com.

19Final Thoughts

Rowan Williams

I wish everybody a very happy 2020, and I hope that the new year and decade
proves very fruitful. Now that I am an adult (I was a teenager last time a new
decade arrived!), I am much more aware just how much changes year from year
let alone over a ten year period. Everything from the technology we use, to
fashion and culture to current and global affairs seems totally different
compared to 2010. All this rapid and constant change can be disorienting! But I
suspect that for those of us who go to Church there is an enduring stability of
our faith and worship across the years and decades. I am always struck by the
connection I feel to congregations of past centuries when I pray in a historical
building such as St. Andrew’s. And I feel that as the world around us changes
ever faster, to have a place which retains its familiarity and key message of love
is rather comforting. Maybe in issue 133 of the Herald (January 2030) I will
return to this theme and see if I was right..!

Best wishes and once again, a Happy New Year!

Remy Osman, Editor



Church Services
at St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham

Sundays 
8:00 am Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 am Main Service

Parish Eucharist (sung) Weeks 2, 4 and 5
All-age Eucharist (with baptisms) Week 1
Family Worship Week 3

11:15 am Shortened Eucharist (Week 3)
4 pm Andy’s@4 Family Service (Week 2)
6:30 pm Evening Service (Week 1)

BCP Choral Evensong, Celtic and Ministry of 
Healing on a 3-month rotation)

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday
8:30 am Morning Prayer (8:00 am on Wednesday)

Thursday
8:30 am Holy Eucharist

at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas

Sundays
8:30 am Holy Communion (Week 1)
10:00 am Morning Service (Week 2) or Matins (Week 4)
Evening BCP Evening Service with Communion

(Week 3: 3pm Oct – March or 6:30pm April - Sept)

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531


