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Not Nothing

The first prophet Isaiah (there are two of them – but
that’s another story) was very taken with the idea of
a “remnant”. Not the bargain box of remnants that
are left at the end of the January sales, but the “pole
left standing on the hilltop” after the battle; the one
tree-stump left after the fire has ravaged the forest;
the footings that are still there after the building has
been torn down.

We can empathize with Isaiah (no.1) very easily in
the present day, when we see Australians surveying
what was once their forest home, or folk in the
Bahamas walking through the matchwood left after
the hurricane has finished with their houses. It
doesn’t seem like a very cheerful message, and it
isn’t. Isaiah is telling God’s chosen people that they
will be tried by fire – and then what is left will be
pared down even further until only a remnant
remains, a mere shadow of their former glory.

And then …. A shoot will grow out of the stump of
Jesse (a name for Israel) …. the Australian farmer
walking through the ash, sees new green growth on
a tree that looked scorched to death …. a ship
comes with building materials to a remote
Caribbean island, bringing good wishes and hope
from around the world. Not much, in comparison
to the devastation that has been suffered, but (as my
old tutor at college used to say), “not nothing”…
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The annual subscription of £10 for this magazine is now due. 
Please send payment to Sue Haslop, 64 Sadlers Mead, Chippenham, SN15 3PL. 

Cheques should be made payable to St. Andrew's P.C.C. Thank you.

….. because green shoots can grow and flourish, goodwill can
transform desperate situations, and hope can rise from the ashes.

Trust the earth to hold
each tiny thing,
to cherish seeds,
tend roots,
keep faith. Trust
the life that sleeps in winter
and wakes again in spring.

The miracle of spring is nearly upon us. Each year we look for those
first signs – a change in colour of the bare branches, catkins appearing
overnight, the green shoot of the first snowdrop. Then before long the
world has changed and we can’t remember winter at all (well,
almost). There’s nothing that God cannot transform, no remnant that
can’t be renewed, nothing that his gift of life cannot reach. And we
have to trust – and do all that we can to allow the green shoots to
grow.

Best wishes,

Rod
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PARISH ELECTORAL ROLL

As many of you know the Church of England is governed
by Synodical arrangements - General, Deanery and the
Parochial Church Council. As our Parish Annual Meeting is
approaching (28th April), preparations have to be made for
elections to the Parochial Church Council and the Deanery
Synod.

To take part in these elections only those on the church's
Electoral Roll may vote, and it was thought it would be
helpful to some of you to give a short explanation about
this.

The Electoral Roll is a parish's register of electors, it is a list
of those qualified to vote at the Annual Parish Church
Meeting where elections for the PCC and the Deanery
Synod take place. Those entitled to have their names on
this roll have to be 16 years of age or more and they must
reside in the relevant parish or be regular worshippers in
church whose roll they wish to join.

Ros Harford is St Andrew's Electoral Roll Officer and
should you wish to be included in the roll and take part in
the aforementioned elections, has the necessary forms for
completion. There will be some copies of the form left at
the back of church. You do not need to complete a form if
your name is already on the 2019 Electoral Roll of names –
if you wish to check your details are correct, there will be
a copy of the Electoral Roll at the back of church.
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St Andrew’s Pledge Renewal 2020
A big thank you to all who kindly returned their completed
2020 Pledge forms and to everyone who commits to St
Andrew’s on a regular basis. This is very much appreciated
by Chris Norris, our Church Treasurer and it is of
tremendous help in the yearly budgeting process.

Ros Harford (Parish Giving Officer) and
Wendy Reeves (Gift Aid Officer).
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ANALYSIS OF PLEDGES FOR 2020
150 Pledge letters to our St Andrew’s Contact List from Rev Rod Key were sent
out in November 2019. A total of 56 Church members actually returned their
Pledge forms, 29 of which were a couple. The above analysis is made from the
Gift Aid Officer’s record of those contributing regularly through their Bank,
Diocesan Parish Giving Scheme or using the envelope scheme. The amount
claimed on Gift Aid is 25%. As you can see, overall giving is slightly down on
2019. 10 Church members opted to sign up and continue with the Diocesan
Parish Giving Scheme. It is assumed, but not guaranteed of course, that those
who did not return their pledge forms wished to continue giving the same as in
previous years. Wendy Reeves, Gift Aid Officer and I have updated the
records.

For those who wonder why, when the collection bag goes round, that the
greater majority of the congregation don’t put anything in, it is because mostly
everyone does their Giving by Standing Order, as it saves having to find the
cash to bring to church each week. It makes less work all round, especially for
those on the Sunday Collections team who count the money following the
Service! St Andrew’s is looking into the possibility of using a contactless giving
card machine, for optional choice, to use on a Sunday use on a Sunday
morning – work in progress!!

Ros Harford Wendy Reeves
Parish Giving Officer & Gift Aid Officer
RH Updated 21/1/2020
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There will be a church SPRINGCLEAN
session held on Saturday 14th March
between 10 am and 1 pm. If you can
give of your time to help, please sign
up on the list which will be at the back
of church from 1st March.
Thank you! Rod
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Letter from Uncle Eustace: On why pews are better
than chairs

My dear Nephew Darren,

While it was good to see you when you visited us last Sunday, your suggestion
to our churchwardens that chairs would be far more comfortable than our pews
was not well received. You must remember that significant in any congregation
firmly believe that the more uncomfortable they are, the holier they must be.
Pews, generally designed several centuries ago when legs were shorter and
bottoms smaller, are conducive neither to comfort nor sleep – although Colonel
Marchington achieves the latter unerringly every Sunday within minutes of
arrival.

At least with pews, parishioners can make some pretence at kneeling, adopting
that peculiar crouch only ever seen in church life. Attempt that with chairs and
you are assured of sending the one in front sliding across the floor with a
shriek. Chairs may be all very well in your own church, so you can create
space for the delights of liturgical dance and baby clinics, but we prefer
something more immovable. Little Miss Thripp has, over the years, created
something of a nest where she sits, quietly bringing in cushions, travelling rugs
and her own supply of books and peppermints. As for Major Hoare, I suspect
he is installing a drinks cabinet in his pew.

Pews, unlike rows of chairs, also create territorial
behaviour. If a visitor should sit in a pew where
regulars have sat for the last 50 years, it is regarded
as if it were the invasion of Poland. One innocent
family once chose the pew where generations of
the Psmith family have sat since dinosaurs roamed
the land. The Psmiths had no intention of ceding
territory peacefully and so for the whole of
Mattins, one pew which should have held 6
people sat 9. When they stood to sing, the line
exploded into the aisles on both sides, returning to
their compressed state, necessitating staggered
shallow breathing, when re-seated.
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I will concede, however, that we made one mistake some years ago when
the pews were re-varnished without having been fully cleaned first. The
result is that every time the congregation stands, the organ is drowned out
by the sound of tearing, while coats and jackets reluctantly part company
with wood.

No, your congregation may relax in the luxury of padded chairs, but we will
stoutly maintain our holy discomfort.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)

North Wiltshire Symphony Orchestra

The North Wiltshire Symphony Orchestra will give its next
concert in St. Andrew’s church on Saturday March 14th at
7.30 p.m. Tickets are £12 adult, £1 accompanied children

Available from: www.wegottickets.com/northwiltsorchestra
Neeld Community Hall & arts Centre 01249 446699 or their
website; at the door and from orchestra members.

Programme:
Grieg Peer Gynt suite 1
Nielsen Flute concerto: Soloist Lisa Nelson
Delius Florida Suite

http://www.wegottickets.com/northwiltsorchestra
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DO YOU RECOGNISE YOURSELF??
“The Indigenae or Aborigines speak drawlinge, they are phlegmatique, skins 
pale and livid, slow and dull, heavy of spirit. Hereabouts is little tillage or hard 
labour; they only milk cows and make cheese; they feed chiefly on milke meats 
which cool their brains too much and hurt their inventions. These 
circumstances make them melancholy, contemplative and malicious. By 
consequence thereof come more lawsuits out of North Wilts, at least double the 
Southern parts. And by the same reason they are generally more apt to be 
fantastiques. Their persons are generally plump and faggy, gallipot eies and 
some black, but they are generally handsome enough. It is woodsere country, 
abounding much with sowre and austere plants which makes their humours 
sowre, and fixes their spirits.”

The above is a description of North Wiltshire folk as seen and recorded by John 
Aubrey, who was born in 1626 at Easton Piercy, near Kington St. Michael, 
Chippenham. In his time he was a celebrated writer of prose and also an 
archaeologist. He began his learning under a Mr. Latimer, who was the Rector 
of Leigh Delamere. He went on to school at Blandford and then to Oxford 
University. In 1648, aged 22, he made his great archaeological discovery of 
Avebury.

He wrote as follows:
“Salisbury Plain and Stonehenge I have known from 8 years old, but I never 

saw the country round Marlborough till Christmas 1648 ….. The morrow, after 
12th day, Mr. Charles Seymour and Mr. William Button met with their pack of 
hounds at the Grey Wethers. These downs look as if they were sown with great 
stones, very thick, and in the dusky evening they looked like a flock of sheep, 
from whence they take their name. ‘Twas here our game began and our chase 
led us to the village of Avebury where I was wonderfully surprised at the sight of 
vast stones, of which I had never heard of before, as also the mighty bank and 
grass about it. I observed in the enclosures some segments of rude arches made 
with these stones, whence I conclude they had been of old times complete.”

Since then the destruction of Avebury continued with many of the large stones 
being broken up to construct local cottages and barns. Now many of those 
missing stones are marked by concrete posts.
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Aubrey spent his life observing his surroundings and the people he came
across, and writing down what he saw. He wrote two books about Wiltshire -
“Wiltshire Collections” and “The Natural History of Wiltshire”. He became

engaged in many lawsuits about his father’s estate and eventually ended up
penniless. He died at Draycott Cerne in 1707 and is buried in Kington St.
Michael churchyard, but his name lives on as one of North Wiltshire’s historical
celebrities.

Aubrey uses the term “Gallipot Eyes” to describe us locals. The author
Elspeth Huxley, who wrote over 30 books including a biography of David
Livingstone and Florence Nightingale, titled her Wiltshire Diary “Gallipot
Eyes”. It is a fascinating account of her village of Oaksey, just to the north east
of Malmesbury, between April, 1974 and March, 1975. In it she portrays
interesting glimpses of village life, the surrounding area and the many varied
characters who were her neighbours, friends, farmers, and of course the gentry.

Another well known son of Kington St. Michael, who in recent months has
had his name splashed all over the front pages of our National press and whose
face has constantly appeared on our TV screens, is Jeremy Corbyn. His father
and mother came to live in Greenway Gardens, Chippenham when
his father’s employer, Westinghouse, relocated their activities to the Town. A
little later they moved to Kington St. Michael where Jeremy was born. He has
said that he really enjoyed his childhood days in the Village, which was a safe
and friendly place in which to grow up. His father was an active Anglican
although his mother was an atheist, so they made a strange compromise about
their children’s schooling and sent Jeremy and his brother in to Chippenham to
attend St. Mary’s R.C. Primary School in Bath Road. It was there that Jeremy
received his Primary education before the family moved away to pastures
new. Are there any Herald readers who were in his class at St. Mary’s? Jeremy
has of course been the recent controversial leader of the Labour Party and lost
in the December General Election. So it is likely that this son of Kington St.
Michael will be stepping down from that role and soon will be relegated from
the front pages of our National press to the sombre pages of our history
books.

Alan Scotford
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Traidcraft Update – Transparent Coffee
While Fairtrade coffee is continuing to make a real difference in the lives of
hard-working coffee farmers, all is far from well in the coffee sector in general.
The commodity coffee price currently offered is ridiculously low and this is
driving thousands of coffee farmers and their families into financial ruin and
migration. In many instances, coffee plants are being replaced by cocoa and
other crops which entails a complete loss of livelihood for coffee producers.

Traidcraft has from the outset striven to be an approachable and transparent
organisation, allowing others to see exactly how they operate, willing to
communicate freely and fully prepared to be held accountable for all their
actions. With regard to coffee, this transparency has been expressed in a
number of ways. In 2019, Traidcraft signed the Coffee Transparency Pledge,
making 100% of their coffee costs transparent and public. The latest
development is the 2020 launch of their “Transparent Coffee”.

Here is an extract from the latest Traidcraft bulletin:
We’re reclaiming fair trade – stripping it back to its purest form. We’re breaking all the
rules and publishing publicly (on the front of the packet, for all to see!) exactly how
much farmers are paid for their beans, how much goes into shipping, roasting and
packing and how much profit we make. This makes our coffee, to our knowledge, the
first coffee in the world to do this. Yes, this could be seen as radical and
revolutionary, however, it’s simply real fair trade, as it was intended to be.
Did you know that the average price paid on the New York C coffee exchange for
non-Organic coffee adds up to about 53p, for non-Organic, Fairtrade coffee, the
agreed minimum price is 71p, and for Organic and Fairtrade coffee, the agreed
minimum price is 84p? We are publicly declaring that we have paid £1.32 directly to
the growers who harvested the beans in this coffee. (£1.03 goes on shipping, roasting
and packing; £2.45 on costs; there is a profit of £0.15)
All prices above are per 227g bag, and before any country premiums are added or
subtracted.

I am on the point of placing an order for a few packs of this organic, fair trade
and rule-breaking arabica ground coffee. It’s a dark roast with a light, floral
sweetness (strength 4), made using a blend of beans from Honduras and
Sumatra. At a RRP of £4.95, this will be the priciest coffee by far on the St
Andrew’s Traidcraft stall, but if you are intrigued by Traidcraft’s leap of faith in
launching this new blend, then please do come and take a look.

Wishing you every blessing for a transparent, open, honest February!
Debbie Warren
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Sadly, after 120 years, our branch of the Mothers’ Union is having to close owing to
ageing membership. A Miss Rook started the branch in 1899 but there were no regular
meetings until 1936 when there was a monthly meeting from Sept – May. Members
attended the MU Diamond Jubilee Pageant in London in 1936. Membership was quite
large with more being enrolled every year (18 in 1938). Outings in Charabanc coaches
were popular, also MU Workers Conferences. Deanery meetings held in the Town Hall
were addressed by speakers from Headquarters. Lady Day Corporate Communion was
started with two services in St Andrew’s 7.30 am & 10.30 am, and one at St. Peter’s.

In 1939 Mrs Affleck made a new banner and we had at least 79 members. Because of
the war, meetings were held in church as the hall was taken over by Soldiers. No
outings, and Speakers were mainly on religious subjects. No tea either! Members
knitted for servicemen and the Sewing Group was started in 1945. All Saints Day
Corporate Communion was started. By 1946 meetings were held in the church hall
again.

In 1947 we had a Re-Affirmation and Dedication Service at which 69 were present. In
1949 Young Wives was started by Mrs Moore. The Mothers’ Union held a crèche for
Young Wives. In 1953 The Vicar (Canon Philip Snow) asked Mrs Freeman to be enrolling
member and remained so until 1966 when Mary Beint took over. In 1970 the MU started
the Autumn Fayre in the church hall and a profit of £121 was made. How times change!

To mark the MU Centenary year in 1976 Mary Beint planted a Copper Beech tree in
Monkton Park. In May there was a pageant in the Neeld Hall when Mrs Varah, the
Worldwide President attended. The Church Street Fayre started in 1980 and MU
continued to help with that. Mary Beint retired in 1982 and Eileen Hodges took over as
Branch leader remaining in that role until 1988 but served again from 1997 till 2003, Ann
Hurcombe 2003-2005, 2005-2014 Doreen Morse was Branch Leader until Margaret
Gubbins became Branch Leader in 2014 There was an outing to Mary Sumner House in
1987 and in 1988 when Rosemary Lardner was Branch leader, MU celebrated the 90
years of the Branch. In 1997 there was a MU Diocesan Fun Day at Bowood celebrating
the MU Bristol Diocesan. Centenary. In 1999 we celebrated our own centenary with an
exhibition in church. 2002 saw the celebration of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee with a
Garden Party. In 2005 Doreen Morse was elected Branch Leader; the event of having an
annual Christmas lunch out commenced in that year. As numbers reduced, an annual
outing was shared with other church members.

Over this long period of time, we have had many and various Speakers; raised money for
Overseas MU commitments and our own Diocesan projects, among them the Away from
it All Holidays for families who are unable to afford time away; A Tea & Coffee fund for
the Bristol Children’s Hospital; and being part of the Welcoming team in Bristol
Cathedral; monetary donations and supplies of Rice for the Bristol Asylum Seekers &
Refugees. St Andrew’s Congregation being key in their support of this particular project.
We give thanks to God for all the MU at St Andrew’s (and St Peter’s) have achieved since
1899.

(written by Eileen Hodges, a member of the Mothers’ Union Branch here in Chippenham
since 1968; Congratulations Eileen on your 52 years of belonging to the MU)
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From the Registers

Thanksgivings:
12th January: Teddy Jenson Brock 
26th January: Jack Bundy

Funerals:
2nd January: Tom Mould
9th January: Ann Wyatt
27th January: Eric Mountain
29th January: Walter Tutcher
29th January: Alan Baker

Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas

(February 2020)

2nd 8:30am Eucharist (Derek Copeland)
9th 10am Morning Service (Eryl Spener)              
16th 3pm Evensong + Communion    (Rod Key)
23rd 10am Mattins (Derek Copeland)

1st March Eucharist 8:30am (Jeremy Bray)
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14th March North Wilts Symphony Orchestra (7:30pm)
(See programme and ticket details on advert on page 7)

15th March Bleak House (3pm in King Alfred Hall)

4th April Calne Choral Concert (7:30pm)

2nd May WCO Concert (7:30pm)

REGULAR EVENTS AT ST ANDREW’S
Coffee Shop Wednesday 9:30am-12pm (St. Andrew’s Church)
Bell Ringing Wednesday, 7:30pm-9pm (In the tower)
Choir Practice Friday, 7:30pm-9pm (St. Andrew’s Church)
Meditation Thursday, 7:30pm-8pm (2 Baydon’s Lane)

Please contact Michael Sammes

No January meeting. 
The AGM will be held on the 13th February in the Lady Chapel at 
2:30pm (weather permitting).

Please see page 13 for an important Mothers’ Union update.

Events take place in the Lady Chapel on
the first Thursday of the month, 2:30pm.

100 Club Draw
The winning numbers in December were: 

43 (£100), 26 (£40), 58 (£25)
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Diary for February 2020
Every Monday: 13:30 Monday Art Group, St Andrew’s Church
Every Tuesday: 13:30 Andy’s Tots, St Andrew’s Church
Every Wednesday: 09:30 Wednesday Coffee Shop

19:30 Bellringers’ Practice
Every Thursday: 08:30 Said Morning Eucharist
Every Friday: 19:30 Robed Choir Practice
Every Saturday: 08:30 Morning Prayer

Sunday Service Schedule
Sunday, 2nd February 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 All Age Eucharist
18:30 Evensong

Sunday, 9th February 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 Parish Eucharist (sung)
16:00 Andy's@4

Sunday, 116th February 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 Sunday Family Worship

Sunday, 23rd February 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 Parish Eucharist (sung)

Sunday, 1st March 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 All Age Eucharist
18:30 Celtic Service
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Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key (01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spener 651565
Margaret Gubbins 248757

Churchwardens
Jenny Norris 812945
Barry Hayward 653322

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick
Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Church Administrator
Daphne Jefferies 659820
Daphnejefferies657 @btinternet.com

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Magazine Distribution
Sue Haslop 323765

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Open Mondays 6pm-6:30pm 
and Tuesdays 9am-10:30am

To make arrangements for Baptisms, 
Marriage, Reading of Banns etc or to 
Book the Hall or Church or concerts 
and events, please email us at 
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

Head Server
Michael Sammes 654608

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot 463230

Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton 660235

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Daphne Jefferies 659820

PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence 740687

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris 812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot 463230
Wendy Reeves 650622

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford 812190

Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer 651565

Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer 651565

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves 650622

Giving Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford 812190

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Daphne Jefferies 659820

Health and Safety Officer
Daphne Jefferies 659820

Groups and 
Organisations at 

St. Andrew’s

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune 652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson 658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer 651565

Mothers’ Union
Margaret Gubbins 248757

100 Club
Margaret Harrison 652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis 443779

Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk

Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666 

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward 653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer 651565

Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com
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Thank you to everybody who has contributed to this issue. 
If you have any articles for inclusion or feedback, please contact Remy Osman on 

remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com.
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Henri Nouwen
(1932-1996)

‘With Open Hands’

When You Pray . . . .

To pray means to open your hands
before God. It means slowly relaxing
the tension that squeezes your hands
together and accepting your existence
with an increasing readiness, not as a
possession to defend, but as a gift to
receive. Above all, therefore, prayer is
a way of life which allows you to find a
stillness in the midst of the world
where you open your hands to God’s
promises, and find hope for yourself,
your fellowman and the whole
community in which you live.



Church Services
at St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham

Sundays 
8:00 am Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 am Main Service

Parish Eucharist (sung) Weeks 2, 4 and 5
All-age Eucharist (with baptisms) Week 1
Family Worship Week 3

11:15 am Shortened Eucharist (Week 3)
4 pm Andy’s@4 Family Service (Week 2)
6:30 pm Evening Service (Week 1)

BCP Choral Evensong, Celtic and Ministry of 
Healing on a 3-month rotation)

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday
8:30 am Morning Prayer (8:00 am on Wednesday)

Thursday
8:30 am Holy Eucharist

at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas

Sundays
8:30 am Holy Communion (Week 1)
10:00 am Morning Service (Week 2) or Matins (Week 4)
Evening BCP Evening Service with Communion

(Week 3: 3pm Oct – March or 6:30pm April - Sept)

This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531


