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Cancel Easter?
The now famous line by the Sheriff of
Nottingham, in the Costner film of Robin
Hood – “… and cancel Christmas!” – is funny
precisely because it is so unthinkable. No one
would actually contemplate the possibility of
Christmas being cancelled, and yet ….
The world has changed since I wrote last
month for the magazine, and all the old
certainties appear to have gone. Indeed, it has
changed since two days before the time I write
this, when the archbishops told us to suspend
public worship. I would have said
“unthinkable” just two months ago. And if the
COVID-19 Coronavirus had struck in
November last year, we would at this stage
indeed be thinking of cancelling Christmas.
And maybe it feels like we’ll be cancelling
Easter – it seems that there will be precious
little to celebrate…
Do we have any clue as to what is going on?
Well one thing is for certain, the virus is not
“sent by God” as a punishment or for any
other purpose. It is doing what viruses do and
have done for billions of years. It is not
malicious or purposeful...
Continued over…
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…It is obeying the laws of our mortal world, without which life
would never have existed at all. We have to fight it with all the skill
and determination we can muster, but it is not evil. Its consequences
are catastrophic but it is just reproducing in the way that every virus
does. It may have been caused by human behaviour, but it is
essentially one of the “changes and chances of this fleeting world”.
Can we learn anything from it? Well, not a new lesson, but it
reaffirms an ancient one – human life is infinitely precious at the
same time as being hugely fragile. The great dilemma of our
existence.
Easter changes that.
The hugely fragile is passing, the infinitely precious is victorious
because of Easter Day. The day we choose to celebrate it matters
little, but the cosmic reality of Jesus’ victory is one that “nothing can
destroy, or spoil, or whither”. It is there in the emergence of spring, it
is there in the moment a scientist sees an immunisation trial proving
effective, it is there in each act of compassion and each sign of the
human spirit triumphing over adversity.
And the thing about Easter is that it begins in the darkest moment;
when everyone is in utter despair, before the empty tomb is
discovered, before Mary Magdalene’s encounter. Jesus’ new life
begins in the dark, when the world is in chaos and no one is
watching. That is where hope is found.
No.
Not the great shout ‘he is risen’;
the imperceptible point of resurrection
is in the dark. In the earth.
Eternity is born in this first stirring of the blood
Please look after yourselves and stay safe.
-Rod
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Coronavirus Update

COVID-19 Coronavirus:
Important Notice
I have been greatly saddened by the closure of our Churches
due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus, however I know that this
is for the best to protect the health of worshippers;
particularly the older and more vulnerable amongst us.
I hope that all congregants and friends from St. Andrew’s are
keeping themselves safe and following the Government and
NHS’s latest guidance on staying at home, social distancing
Photo: Wendy Reeves
and hand hygiene.
Photo: Remy Osman
I hope that this edition of the Herald provides peace,
comfort, entertainment and interest at this difficult time.
I have included details of services and events which were
sent to me before the country begun shutting down.
Depending on how the situation develops, it is highly likely
that these will be cancelled or postponed. Please check this
closer to the time. I have included a reminder on each page
where relevant.
Please stay safe, and I look forward to worshipping together
at St. Andrew’s again soon.
-Remy Osman, Editor

Coronavirus Update

Coronavirus Worship Update
NB: the below is the Editor’s personal understanding of what is
happening at time of going to press and does not constitute an
official notice. I am sharing this so that people know what is
happening. Please ensure you are staying at home according to
Government guidance.
-Remy Osman, Editor

As of Tuesday 17 March 2020 the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York have suspended public worship in all Church of
England Churches due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus.
Rod will continue to personally celebrate the Eucharist at
8.30am on a Thursday and 10am on a Sunday so that
everyone at home will be able to join in at the same time of
prayer, even if in isolation. By doing this we will be able to
pray privately knowing that we are doing so simultaneously
to other members of the St. Andrew’s family. We will still be
part of the worshipping life of St Andrew’s.
Some churches are now streaming live services via the
internet to join in, something we are exploring for St.
Andrew’s too (maybe for Easter?). For example Bristol
Cathedral is using Facebook to live stream Morning Prayer
(9:30am Mon-Sat), Lunchtime Eucharist (12:30pm Mon-Sat),
Evening Prayer (3:30pm Mon-Sat) and a Eucharist with
Sermon at 10am on Sunday. You can join in via the Bristol
Cathedral Facebook Page at facebook.com/bristolcathedral
Finally, please see the St. Andrew’s website for more
reflections from Rod about worship at this difficult time:
www,standrewschippenham.org.uk
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Carpark Update and
Mediaeval Font Discovery
During construction works in the churchyard for the new
car park, an amazing discovery was made of a 16th
century medieval baptismal font. This was likely buried
by the Victorians when the rebuilt the church a couple of
hundred years ago. Burying old fonts was common
practice to prevent them being used for anything
“profane”.
The octagonal font and pedestal weigh about a tonne and
will hopefully go on display while the Church authorities
decide what to do with it.
(Photos: Wendy Reeves and Marc Allum)

A successful quarter peal was rung at St. Andrew’s Chippenham on:
Sunday 15th March 2019: Rang for the Evening Service.
Also to celebrate the life Sheila Louise Hobbs of Ramsbury
20.6.1937 - 15.2.2020, and rung on the 2nd anniversary of
Carol Iles's death
1260 Hunslet Bob Triples
Lin Drummond-Harris, Jane Ridgwell, Sara Bye, Morley Bray, Chris
Bush, Richard Isles, Andrew K Woolley (C), Edward Spearey
Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan Association
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Verses for Good Friday and Easter

VERSES FOR GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER DAY:
MUCH FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Back in the 1970’s, when my children attended Ivy Lane
School and I was the Parent Governor there, we were raising
money to build a swimming pool for the School. One money
raising activity was collecting and selling old newspapers and
magazines. My lock-up garage was used as a storage point
and when it was full we would send a lorry load to the paper
mill that used to be down by the river at Slaughterford. One
day when we were loading up the lorry a “Farmers’
Weekly” magazine slipped off of a pile of newspapers and
opened up to a page that caught my eye. It contained an
unusual poem about Good Friday and Easter Day. I tore it out
of the magazine and pasted it into my scrapbook. This month
I want to share it with you and invite you to step into the
shoes of each of those depicted in the poem’s verses, and then
ask yourself “could this have been me?”
Then to think
awhile, for this poem gives us plenty of food for our thoughts
about how we were involved in the crucifixion of Jesus and
how we might also respond to the sacrificial Passion of
Christ and what it achieved for each one of us, and in the
great hope we all have because of His Resurrection.
Alan Scotford.

Poem con’t
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1. Who killed the King?
GUARD;
I, said the Guard,
When they gave me the word
I hoisted Him high
And left Him to die
I killed the King.

2. Who gave the orders?
PILATE;
I, Pilate, His judge,
Though I bore Him no grudge,
When they shouted so loud
I gave in to the crowd,
And I gave the orders.

3. Who yelled for His blood?
PEOPLE:
We, the crowd in the street,
Who had kneeled at His feet,
But we tired of Him soon,
And the Priests called the tune,
So we yelled for His blood.

4. Who planned His death?
CAIAPHAS:
I, Caiaphas, saw
How He questioned our law,
Leading people astray;
Yes, He got in the way,
So I planned His death.

5. Who gave Him away?
JUDAS:
I, Judas, who knew
What the Priests meant to do.
To save my own skin
I thought I’d cash in,
So I gave Him away.

6. Who let Him down?
PETER:
I did in the end
I, Peter, His friend;
In darkness and doubt
My courage gave out,
And I let Him down.

7. Who carried His cross?
SIMON:
An African, I,
Who was just passing by;
I complained at my lot,
But I never forgot
That I carried His Cross.

8. Who stayed to the end?
MARY:
I followed my Son
And saw what was done.
I stood by His side
While He suffered and died.
Yes, I stayed to the end.

Continued over…
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Verses for Good Friday and Easter

9. Who buried His body?
JOSEPH:
I, a prince of the Jews,
Though I’d so much to lose,
I faced up to my fears,
To the threats and the sneers,
And I buried His body.
11. Who carried on?
PETER:
My Master, in spite
Of my failure that night,
Gave me charge of His Flock,
Called me Peter, His Rock.
So I carried on.

10. Who saw Him rise?
MAGDALENE:
I, who owed Him so much,
Who was healed by His touch.
For good or for ill
I believe in Him still,
And I saw Him rise.
12. Where is He now?
ALL:
In Greece and in Gaul;
With Peter, with Paul,
In hope and despair
He has always been there,
And He’s here with us now.

Advertisement
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Local History

Local History
Recently I came across a delightful little book on aspects of the history of
Chippenham. It was written by the Rev. J.J. Daniell while Rector of
Langley Burrell in conjunction with notes made available to him from the
Rev. Canon J.E. Jackson FSA while Rector of Leigh Delamere.
The book was published in 1894 (and is now out of copyright) and I
thought it would be nice to share passages from it in the Herald.
Barry Hayward
SITE OF CHIPPENHAM.
Let us suppose that in the early Saxon days, say about AD 790, THE King
of the West Saxons is on a hunting expedition in one of his fine forests in
the north part of his dominions. He is accompanied by a noble cavalcade
of Princes, Thanes and Chiefs mounted on gallant steeds, attended by
huntsmen, archers and spearmen, and these followed by hounds of
mighty bone or fleetness, according as they would be needed for the
chase of wolf or deer.
Say that they had been hunting for all the fine autumnal day, and at
eventide prepare to form a resting place for the night on the banks of a
beautiful stream in the depths of the forest. At sunrise, before their eyes
appears a fine grassy knoll, rising from the river- banks high above the
surrounding plateau, so elevated, so pleasant, and so sunny, that the royal
party exclaim with one voice, that the site is worthy of being the seat of
the “Kings Lodge” in the forest.
So said – so done, soon rises the Villa Regia, as the Latin chronicler
names it, the hunting seat of the King, though at first a collection of
wooden houses, mere log huts, yet increasing year on year in size,
character, and importance, with a growing population of needful
attendants, till the neighbouring oaks are felled, and the land is cleared,
and Villans, and Cozcets, and Serfs till the Lords farm, and cattle, and
corn, and articles of various merchandise, and all the rude activities of
primitive life gather round the royal dwelling; and they build a Church,
that God be not forgotten in the wilderness, and they cleave ways through
the woods, and the coracles pass up and down the river, and the busy
traders barter their commodities, and they call the settlement Ceap-Ham,
the marketing place – in the forest.

Local History

The name Chippenham is purely Saxon. The root is the Saxon word Ceap,
meaning any kind of merchandise; thence we have Ceapinge, a place where
goods are sold, a market place. Ham is also Saxon for place or village.
By unbroken tradition the actual site of the King’s residence in the
Manor was that high ground now occupied by the houses above the Angel
Hotel, Chippenham.
The area in front of them has borne always the name of the PALACE
SQUARE. Foundations of very old buildings have been discovered, and a
decayed spiral staircase, cut in steps out of a solid trunk of a huge oak
(forming originally the ascent to a turret) was removed from that site about
1820, and left to perish by exposure to weather in a timber yard. In the
garden behind the square is a mound of earth of considerable height, which
no doubt at one time bore a watch tower, from which for ten miles around,
might be observed the movements of an invading host. Before the plateau
was covered with houses, when the land lay open down to the river on three
sides, the scene must have been extremely beautiful. Go stand on the watch
tower – dismiss all the buildings of the town from sight, and imagine a clear,
open grassy upland sloping gracefully down to the riverside, but environed
on every side by the grand timber trees of the primeval and interminable
forest , and you will not wonder why the Saxon King chose that lovely
elevation as the site of his royal town.
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Letter from Uncle Eustace

Letter from Uncle Eustace: On how to run your noticeboard
My dear Nephew Darren,
Your decision to place a notice board outside your church seems a good
one – and its design in blue plastic with luminous red detachable letters seems
entirely in keeping with the aesthetics of your building. Make sure that it is
lockable, however, as an innocent notice saying ‘all are welcome’ may be
modified by a devotee of anagrams to say something far less polite by the
following day.
We recently replaced ours, which had disappeared shortly before last
bonfire night. That the Scouts’ bonfire had a board which closely resembled our
old one in its centre was, I am sure, a complete coincidence. The Venture
Scouts’ collective smirk during the following week’s Parade Service did give
one pause for thought, and the Cubs’ collapse into helpless laughter at the
chorus ‘So light up the fire and let the flames burn’ only increased suspicion.
On reflection, you may not have been wise to use your notice board to
tell everyone your holiday dates. Certainly, various local burglars were tripping
over each other inside the vicarage while you were away. However, the note
the last one left you, saying that next time he broke in, he would bring you
something, since you had so little left, was quite touching.
Inevitably, now that your church has a notice board, there will be open
warfare over who is allowed to display notices on it. Will the Slimmers Club be
seen as biblical? Why is the Ladies Guild notice twice as large as all the others?
And do remember that while everyone will want space to display their notices,
no one will ever remove them once the event is over. Plaintive announcements
of Christmas parties in April or of Summer Fetes in November only serve to take
people down memory lane.
Here’s the best way to manage a notice board: create that panacea for all
problems: a sub-committee. These poor people only ever exist in order to get
the clergy out of tight corners and to make sure that matters are discussed at
such inordinate length that every issue eventually dies a natural death. And if
even that fails, you could have a quiet word with our Scouts before next year’s
bonfire night.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
(The Rectory, St. James the Least)

Crossword
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Across

1
Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)
2
Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7)
3
Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)
5
For example, the Crusades (4,3)
6
11 Across is certainly this (5)
7
He reps (anag.) (6)
9
Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9)
13 Man who asked the question in 11
Across was in charge of all her treasury (Acts
8:27)
(7)
14 They must be ‘worthy of respect,
sincere, not indulging in much wine’ (1
Timothy 3:8) (7)
15 The human mind or soul (6)
16 ‘O Lord, while precious children
starve, the tools of war increase; their bread
is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6)
18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you
did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)
20 Bared (anag.) (5)

Answers on page 16

Down

1
Relating to the whole
universe (6)
4
The disciple who made
the remark in 8 Across (John
20:24) (6)
8
‘Unless I see the nail
marks — — hands, I will not
believe
it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)
9
He urged King Jehoiakim
not to burn the scroll containing
Jeremiah’s message
(Jeremiah 36:25) (7)
10 Baptist minister and
controversial founder of
America’s Moral Majority, Jerry
— (7)
11 ‘Look, here is — . Why
shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts
8:36) (5)
12 Repossessed (Genesis
14:16) (9)
17 Port from which Paul
sailed on his last journey to
Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5)
19 ‘Moses was not aware that
his face was — because he had
spoken with the Lord’
(Exodus 34:29) (7)
21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s halfman, half-horse (7)
22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5)
23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so
he was added to the — apostles’
(Acts 1:26) (6)
24 ‘I was sick and you looked
after me, I was in — and you
came to visit me’ (Matthew
25:36) (6)
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From the Registers

Funerals:
9th March: Mary Beint
10th March: Jean Baillie
24th March: Jim Scott
Thanksgiving:
Harleigh Jayne Wiles

Services at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
(April 2020)
5th
12th
19th
26th

10am
10am
10am
6:30pm

Palm Sunday at St. Andrew’s
Easter Eucharist (Jeremy Bray)
Morning Service (Margaret Gubbins)
Evensong + Communion (Derek C)
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DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist.
7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche.
16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar.
ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell.
11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur.
22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison.

Parish Diary

Diary for April 2020
Every Monday:
Every Tuesday:
Every Wednesday:
Every Thursday:
Every Friday:
Every Saturday:

13:30 Monday Art Group, St Andrew’s Church
13:30 Andy’s Tots, St Andrew’s Church
09:30 Wednesday Coffee Shop
19:30 Bellringers’ Practice
08:30 Said Morning Eucharist
19:30 Robed Choir Practice
08:30 Morning Prayer

Sunday Service Schedule
Sunday, 5th April 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 All Age Eucharist
Sunday, 12th April 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
e
nd
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s
10:00 Parish Eucharist (sung) s no
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08:00 Said
Language)
rtunEucharist
nfo are can
U
10:00 Sunday
Family Worship
ts
n
e
v
18:30e Evening Service (Healing)

Sunday, 26th April 2020
08:00 Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
10:00 Parish Eucharist (sung)
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Groups and
Organisations at
St. Andrew’s

Who’s Who?
Parish Priest:
Rod Key
(01249) 652788
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary Street
SN15 3JW
Keychippenham @gmail.com

Lay Ministers
Eryl Spener
Margaret Gubbins
Churchwardens
Jenny Norris
Barry Hayward

Head Server
Michael Sammes

654608

Sacristan (at St. Andrew’s)
Brian Elliot
463230
Sacristan (at St. Nicholas’)
Elizabeth Sexton
660235

651565
248757
812945
653322

PCC Secretary (St. Andrew’s)
Daphne Jefferies
659820
PCC Secretary (St. Nicholas’)
Sheila Laurence
740687

Deputy Churchwardens
Margaret Harrison 652148
Maurice Chadwick

PCC Treasurer
Chris Norris
812945
chris_norris51 @hotmail.co.uk

Church Administrator
Daphne Jefferies
659820

Assistant Treasurers
Brian Elliot
463230
Wendy Reeves
650622

Mauricechadwick25 @gmail.com

Daphnejefferies657 @btinternet.com

Organist and Music Director
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com

Magazine Editor
Remy Osman
remyworldpeace (at)hotmail.com

Magazine Distribution

Weekly Notice Sheet
Ros Harford
812190
Care Group Co-ordinator
Eryl Spencer
651565
Youth and Children
Eryl Spencer
651565

Robed Choir and Singers
Paul Fortune
652643
Paulandmyra25 @gmail.com
Bell-ringers
Caroline Emerson

658708

Prayer Circle
Eryl Spencer

651565

Mothers’ Union
Margaret Gubbins

248757

100 Club
Margaret Harrison

652148

Vineyard Card Sales
Jackie Hannis
443779
Traidcraft
Debbie Warren
Debbie @cdjm.co.uk
Flower Arrangers
Dorryta Hayward

653322

Coffee Shop Co-ordinator
Caroline Emerson 658708

PCC Sub-Committees

Gift Aid Officer
Wendy Reeves

650622

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947

Giving Officer
Ros Harford

Fabric Committee
Paul Wilson 07515357666

812190

Open Mondays 6pm-6:30pm
and Tuesdays 9am-10:30am

Electoral Roll Officer
Ros Harford
812190

Social Events
Dorryta Hayward

To make arrangements for Baptisms,
Marriage, Reading of Banns etc or to
Book the Hall or Church or concerts
and events, please email us at
st.andrewschurch @zen.co.uk

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Daphne Jefferies
659820

Sue Haslop

323765

Health and Safety Officer
Daphne Jefferies
659820

653322

Social Responsibility
Dick Spencer
651565
Organ Rebuild Committee
James Adman
james.adman @gmail.com

Final Thoughts
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When You Pray . . . .
It is worth remembering what St Augustine says.
He looked everywhere for God, and at last came
to find him in himself. It is important, especially
for someone who is worried, to realise this truth
and to know that he or she need not go to heaven
to speak to God the father, or to enjoy his
presence.
And there is no need for anyone to speak out loud
- for however quietly we may speak, God is so
near he will hear us. There is no need, either, to
take flight to look for God, because we can always
settle ourselves in peace and quiet, and see God
there within ourselves.

St Teresa of Avila
(1515 – 1582)

A Final Word
When I finished editing last month’s Herald, I could have never imagined that
the next issue would be filled with yellow banners reminding people that our
Church was closed for public worship and all services and events cancelled. The
Coronavirus that we had all vaguely heard of a month ago has so rapidly
changed everything we knew and expected about our modern, globalised
world. For me, I am lucky that my job is not at risk, but now finding myself
having to work from home and not go outside to socialise at all. Very sadly, my
upcoming trips to Singapore to see my partner Hera have been cancelled as
borders are shut and aircraft grounded.
At this stage we do not know how long this crisis will last, and what its full
impact will be. I wonder whether people will have a renewed appreciation for
the wonderful things in this world they have been taking for granted. When
churches re-open I suspect we will be excited to go back and feel a renewal of
faith (or indeed discover it for the first time). I found Rod’s introduction in this
issue particularly moving. And a suitable reminder that Christ’s death and
resurrection transformed the world far more than this virus ever will; and
changed everything for the better.
Please stay safe.

-Remy Osman, Editor

Church Services
at St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Chippenham
Sundays
8:00 am
10:00 am

11:15 am
4 pm
6:30 pm

Said Eucharist (Traditional Language)
Main Service
Parish Eucharist (sung) Weeks 2 and 4
All-age Eucharist Week 1(with baptism) and 5
Family Worship Week 3
Shortened Eucharist (Week 3)
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Friday, Saturday
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8:30 am
even Morning Prayer (8:00 am on Wednesday)
Thursday
8:30 am

Holy Eucharist

at St. Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
Sundays
8:30 am
10:00 am
Evening

Holy Communion (Week 1)
Morning Service (Week 2) or Matins (Week 4)
BCP Evening Service with Communion
(Week 3: 3pm Oct – March or 6:30pm April - Sept)
This issue of the magazine was sponsored by:

Heywood Insurance: 3 Church Street, Melksham, SN12 6LS
info@heywoodinsurance.com, 01225 703531

