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“Honest to God” 
Two statements that I hate:  

Statement 1“People who go to church think 
they’re better than everyone else.” 

Statement 2 “Surely you can’t believe in a God 
who lets so many bad things happen.”  

They both have simple replies:  

“No we don’t”, to the first and,  

“No, we don’t”, to the second.  

But I don’t think I’ve ever managed to change the mind of anyone 
who’s challenged me with either question by giving either reply! 

As to Statement 1, my experience of people who go to church (and 
I’ve been a priest for 33 years) is that, far from feeling superior, 
we’re all acutely aware of our frailty and shortcomings ... it’s our 
need of God that leads us to seek him, not any sense of worthiness. 
But most folk’s view of church is taken from costume dramas of Jane 
Austen or Dickens novels on the BBC, where pompous people strut 
about and tut at anyone who fidgets. Look instead at someone like 
Norman Fox who we miss so deeply at St Andrew’s. Many, many 
people know him to have been a faithful Christian, a gentle and car-
ing man, full of fun and generosity. But church for him was never 
remotely a place to show off or feel superior, just a place where he 
was fed and sustained by God in every part of his life. 

So the real reply to Statement 1 (which just happens to be the title of 
our Invitation Sunday on 30th Sept) is: “Come and see.” 

Statement 2 is, from my point of view, even more frustrating. I hon-
estly don’t believe in the God most people seem to assume I believe 
in – a God who somehow sits by and “lets bad things happen” or, 
worse still, punishes us with illness or disaster to show his disapprov-
al. I could never serve a God who does such things. The God that I 
know is the one who feels every inch of his children’s pain and suf-
fering and longs to set the world free of it all. He could put it all right 
very easily I guess – by making us all robots; taking away the most 
precious gift he has given us ... the freedom to choose. He loves us 
too much to do that, so instead he takes the weight of it all on his 
own shoulders on the cross. 
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That’s why the Christian faith offers real hope for the world; God is 
with us, from start to finish. 

I long to help people find the God who really does makes sense of it 
all, rather than the gods we make up for ourselves and then reject as 
too small. But he respects our freedom to choose him or turn away 
from him, so ... 

His reply to Statement 2 is: “Come and see” 

Best wishes,  
 Rod 

Celebrating Paddington Bear’s 60
th

 anniversary 

Paddington Bear made his first ap-
pearance 60 years ago, on 13th Oc-
tober 1958, when the book A Bear 
Called Paddington, by Michael 
Bond, was published.  

Paddington is of course a fictional, 
anthropomorphised bear who has 
featured in more than 20 books that 
have been translated into 30 lan-
guages and have sold more than 30 
million copies. He has also starred 
in two major films and has been de-
scribed as a worthy successor to 
Winnie the Pooh.  

Though he comes from darkest Pe-
ru, and not heaven, he possesses 
many of the characteristics of Jesus, though falling short in some ar-
eas: he has a tendency, for instance, to get the wrong end of the 
stick. Nevertheless, he is always polite, kind-hearted, hospitable, 
generous and loving. One can even imagine Jesus giving some peo-
ple the Paddington “hard stare”, though it does not appear to be 
mentioned in the New Testament. 

Paddington Brown – to give him the name of his adopted family – 
also has the gift of transforming other people’s lives through his own 
goodness. 

A Paddington Bear soft toy was the first item passed through the 
Channel Tunnel by British tunnellers to their French counterparts 
when the link was made in 1994. 
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Run with perseverance 
My daughter phoned me in April to 
ask if I would join her on 18th Au-
gust in what turned out to be a 10-
mile run with obstacles called the 
Tough Mudder. All in aid of the 
Alzheimer’s Society. We managed 
it and afterwards reading St Paul 
exhorting Christians to “run with 
perseverance the race marked out 

for us (Heb12 1)” I wondered what lessons the August event might provide 
to add to Paul’s metaphor. Here are my thoughts. 

• Having a goal made all the difference. It gave me purpose and made 
me plan an exercise programme to move me away from the couch 
potato end of the fitness scale. As a result, I ran further than I had ev-
er done before and my health and fitness improved. How often do we 
set Christian goals, outside lent, and exercise our spiritual muscles in 
prayer etc more intensively as a result? Might we do more? 

• At the 15 minute pre-race warm up we were told the aim was not to 
set the best time but to give/receive help so everyone reached the 
finish. When faced with ten foot walls and sheer slopes going it alone 
was not an option. A useful reminder that we, as Christians, are to 
help as many people on to, and along, the Christian pathway as we 
undertake it. 

• The Tough Mudder was an accurate description. It was a real test and 
there was lots of mud! However, it was also a lot of fun. Jesus told us 
to take up our cross and follow him (Mark 8 34) so the Christian life is 
not to be presented as a bed of roses. But he also said he had come to 
give us life more abundantly (John 10 10). So, we should not suggest it 
should be miserable and restrictive. 

If any of you are looking for a Christian challenge with a clear goal, lots of 
help along the way and fun you could consider joining me in the St Andrew’s 
choir! 

Thanks again to all who sponsored me. 
Gavin Macrae 
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Canon David Winter: 

The Way I See It :  

Whatever happened to ties? 
I’ve recently been sorting through some family 
photographs. What struck me was how easy it 
was to date them by what people were wearing. 
My grandmother always wore black, with a crin-
oline blouse, and had her hair in a bun. I picked 
up a photo of her in 1945. She looked, to a mod-

ern eye, distinctly elderly.  Actually, she was in her sixties.  But even 
pictures from more recent times – the sixties and seventies – display 
how fashions change. The men all wear ties. The women are almost all 
in skirts (even if mini-skirts!).  

As I pondered, I wondered when I first saw someone read a lesson in 
church wearing jeans and a tee-shirt – let alone the shorts that became 
universal during our recent hot August.  And whatever happened to 
ties? Even male cabinet ministers don’t wear them. On television only, 
the news readers always wear a tie, perhaps in tribute to Lord Reith’s 
instruction back in the 1920s that those who read the news bulletins on 
the radio should wear dinner jackets (even though no-one would see 
them). As for women wearing hats in church, I noticed that even our 
prime minister was not wearing one at the service of commemoration 
of the Battle of Amiens in the cathedral. 

It doesn’t matter, of course. Fashions have always changed, and it’s 
quite possible that the next change will be towards dignity and formali-
ty.  Meanwhile we can all cherish our own prejudices. My personal 
bête noire is flip-flops underneath cassocks.  I wonder if St Paul had 
such things in mind when he pleaded for all things to be done ‘decently 
and in order’? 

Worst decision 
A bishop was quite concerned about a decision he had just made, so much so 
that he went to his archdeacon to ask his opinion of it. ‘Yes, I'd say it's your 
worst decision yet,’ the plain-talking archdeacon replied. 

Confused, the bishop ventured, ‘Yet?’   

To which the archdeacon replied, ‘Well, it's not so bad that I think you're in-
capable of making a worse decision.’ 
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Across 

1  Tertullus, who presented the high 
priest’s case against Paul in his trial be-
fore Felix, was one (Acts 24:1) (6) 
4  As balm (anag.) (6) 
8  Having explored Canaan, he and Josh-
ua urged the Israelites to take possession 
of it (Numbers 13:30) (5) 
9  On becoming king of Judah, he had all 
six of his brothers killed (2 Chronicles 
21:4) (7) 
10 ‘Even the — has found a home, and 
the swallow a nest for herself’ (Psalm 
84:3) (7) 
11 Banishment(Jeremiah29:1)(5) 
12 ‘And now I will show you the most — 
way’(1Corinthians12:31) (9) 
17 ‘Titus did not exploit you, did he? Did 
we not —— the same spirit and follow 
the same course?’ (2 Corinthians 12:18) 
(3,2) 
19 Mice den(anag.)(7) 
21 How Egypt is often described in the 
Old Testament: ‘the land of — ’ (Exodus 
13:3) (7) 
22 One of the first Levites to resettle in 
Jerusalem after the exile in Babylon (1 
Chronicles 9:15) (5) 
23 ‘As a sheep before her shearers is —

,so he did not open his mouth’ (Isaiah 
53:7) (6) 
24 Paul’s birthplace(Acts22:3)(6) 

Down 

1  Ravenous insect inflicted on Egypt in 
vast numbers as the eighth plague 
(Exodus 10:14) (6) 
2  Well-being (Philippians 2:20) (7) 
3  Small piece of live coal or wood in a 
dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (5) 
5  Sportsman or woman (2 Timothy 
2:5) (7) 
6  The original name of Abraham’s 
wife (Genesis 17:15) (5) 
7  ‘So in Christ we who are many form 
one body, and each — belongs to all 
the others’ (Romans 12:5) (6) 

9  According to Peter, a wife’s beauty 
should not come from wearing this (1 
Peter 3:3) (9) 
13 ‘For God did not send his Son into the 
world to — the world’ (John 3:17) (7) 
14 ‘The Lord of heaven and earth...does 
not live in — built by hands’ (Acts 17:24) 
(7) 
15 ‘If your hand — you to sin,cut it 
off’(Mark9:43)(6) 
16 Something like these fell from Saul’s 
eyes as soon as Ananias placed his hands 
on him (Acts 9:18) (6) 
18 Track(Job41:30)(5)  
20 Religious doctrine(5) 

Answers on Page  17 

October Crossword 

St. Andrew’s 

Coffee Shop 

Wednesday Mornings  

from 9.30 a.m. in Church 

Talk, Friendship, Refreshment 
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Andy’s @ 4  
Annual Pet service  

October 9th 
at St Andrews church, Chippenham 

Stories - songs- prayers - refreshments 
For more information phone  

01249 651565 

Sunday Club Diary 

14th October 

28th October 

7th Earl of Shaftesbury - 
The Poor Man’s Earl 

Think of Piccadilly 
Circus, and that 
small statue of the 
angel poised with 
bow and arrow. 
Most people think it 
stands for Eros.  It 
does not. It stands 
for Anteros, his 
brother, the god of 
selfless love.  It is a 
memorial to the 

greatest Christian Victorian philanthro-
pist, politician and social reformer of 
his generation – Lord Shaftesbury. 

Anthony Ashley Cooper, the 7th Earl of 
Shaftesbury (1801 – 1885) was a de-
vout Christian who spent his life 
fighting to help ease the plight of luna-
tics, chimney sweeps, children in facto-
ries, women and children in the mines, 
opium addicts, and children without any 
education. 

His own early life was loveless and 
bleak – his parents formal and frighten-
ing, his early schooldays a ‘horror’ of 
‘cruelty and starvation’.  The only love 
came from the family’s housekeeper, 

Maria Millis. She told him Bible sto-
ries, she taught him a prayer. 

After Christ Church Oxford, where he 
proved an outstanding scholar, Ashley 
turned to politics. In 1826, aged 25, he 
was elected as Tory MP for Wood-
stock.  He was eager to serve on parlia-
mentary committees that got things 
done; his great life’s work had begun.   

Lord Shaftesbury’s funeral service at 
Westminster Abbey on the morning of 
8th October 1885 drew thousands of 
people.  The streets along the route 
were thronged with the poor: coster-
mongers, flower-girls, boot-blacks, 
crossing sweepers, factory hands and 
many more. They waited for hours just 
to see his coffin go by.  He was dearly 
loved by them as the ‘Poor Man’s 
Earl’.   One biographer wrote: ‘No man 
has in fact ever done more to lessen the 
extent of human misery, or to add to 
the sum total of human happiness.’   

The great preacher Charles Spurgeon 
called him ‘the best man of the age’. 
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“The Heathen men have miserably destroyed God’s 
Church on Lindisfarne” 

(AD793) 

This chilling message 
sent shockwaves 
through Anglo Saxon 
England, the Norse-
men had been before 
but as traders not ag-
gressors. This was the 
harbinger of further 
raids on monasteries, 
Jarrow and then Lindis-
farne again, these 

were soft targets with little resistance but with rich spoils. No mercy 
was shown to the monks, many were murdered and others taken away 
in slavery. Destruction of the buildings and the libraries in these cen-
tres of knowledge and learning was a further severe consequence of 
these raids. 

Lindisfarne had sent the first Christian missionaries to Scandinavia 
some years before and it is possible that it was singled out in reprisal 
for the campaign against the Pagans and the destruction of many of 
their sacred places by the Christian King Charlemagne of the Franks. 
Whatever the motivation for the first raids they would continue, until 
the arrival of the great Heathen armies, then the ultimate aim became 
conquest. This heralded many years of relentless conflict and bloody 
attrition between the Vikings and the Christian Kingdoms of England. 
In time an as yet unborn King will face his destiny and that of all Eng-
land, following events at Christmas 877/878, in his Royal Vill of Chip-
penham. At Wantage, in 848, a fifth son was born to Aethelwulf King 
of the West Saxons. The new born was baptised Alfred, the likelihood 
of the boy ever ascending the throne of Wessex was, at best, remote.  

The young prince was to have an eventful early childhood, when he 
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was just four years old his sister, Ae-
thelswith , was married to King 
Burgred of Mercia. This was a signifi-
cant event, an alliance between two 
royal houses whose kingdoms bor-
dered each other and with the ever 
present Viking threat an advantage 
to both. Noblemen and Churchmen 
from all over southern England will 
have gathered in King Aethelwulf’s 
Royal estate of Chippenham where the marriage took place in the 
Saxon Church in the market place where St Andrews Church stands 
today. Chippenham stands on rising ground with the river Avon flow-
ing around three sides of the settlement with associated marsh land 
on the low ground. The great Melksham forest on the south western 
edge stretching across the countryside to the vast marshes of the 
Somerset levels. The settlement then was defensible, close to the bor-
der with Mercia and so was a royal Vill for 
these reasons and the forest afforded ex-
cellent hunting for the Saxon nobility.  

 That same year Aethelwulf made a mo-
mentous decision, he would send a royal 
pilgrim to Rome for an audience with the 
Pope.  

The Saxons were devout Christians their 
ethic was to defend the faith, their King-
dom and their people until death. The 
Church was closely interwoven with affairs 
of state and was frequently called upon to 
finance it from the large estates it enjoyed. 
Often there would be friction between the 
Crown and Archbishops, it was therefore 
important for the Crown to be noticed and 
to have influence with the Pope in Rome 
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who would often take issue with these disputes. Athelwulf had fought 
the Vikings in defence of Wessex with Alfred’s grandfather King Egbert 
but the attacks had become more frequent in his reign and so it seems 
likely that he felt he could not send any of Alfred’s brothers to Rome 
as he needed them by his side. To 21st century eyes the extraordinary 
decision was taken, the pilgrim would be 5 year old Alfred.  

The journey would be a daunting prospect for anybody, the crossing of 
the channel and the journey south across a Europe plagued with 
attacks from the Norsemen and the Saracens with civil conflicts break-
ing out almost anywhere. A royal Prince would make a golden hostage 
if he could be taken. The Saxons were valiant warriors they had colo-
nised England in much the same way as the Vikings were attempting to 
do now, the King will have been certain to provide Alfred with a formi-
dable bodyguard from his own court together with the religious and 
political members to make the encounter in Rome with the Pope a 
success. Alfred returned in the spring of the following year safe and 
sound.  

The King loved his youngest son and in view of his position in the line 
of succession may well have had in mind a future in the Church but 
events in the coming turbulent years would dictate otherwise. History 
was in the making - - - - -, 
To be continued. 

Barry Hayward 

Numbers of bags plummet 

Congratulations!   You are using many fewer 
plastic bags.  On average, you now use about 
19 a year – as opposed to 140 a year.   

The number of disposable carrier bags issued 
by the seven biggest supermarket chains has 
declined by 86 per cent since the charge was 
introduced in 2015, according to statistics 
from the Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs. 
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      From the Registers  

Holy Baptism 

2nd Sept Amelia-Ann Louise Hopkins 

  Millie Jane Hopkins 

‘Welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed you’ 

Romans 15.7 

Holy Matrimony 

26th  August Christopher Edward Phipps and Laura Emma Louise Hanks 

  Ian James  Ackroyd and Laura Ann Stuckey 

‘God is love and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them’ 

1 John 4.16 

Why Christians are like 
pumpkins 

A woman had recently become a Chris-
tian and been baptised.  Curious, one of 
her colleagues at work asked her what it 
was like to be a Christian.  

The woman was caught off guard and 
didn't know how to answer.  Then she 
saw the office ‘jack-o'-lantern’ on a 

nearby desk and blurted: ‘Well, it's like being a pumpkin.’ 

Her colleague asked her to explain that one. And so she said: “Well, 
God finds you and picks you up from the patch and brings you in and 
washes off all the dirt on the outside that you got from being around all 
the other pumpkins.  

“Then He carefully cuts off the top and takes all the yucky stuff out 
from inside you. He removes all those seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc.  
Then He gives you a new smiling face and puts His light inside of you, 
to shine for all to see.    

‘It is our choice to either stay outside and rot on the vine, or come in-
side and be something new and bright. We can each of us smile today, 
and shine with His light!’ 
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Diary for October 

Thursday 4 2.30pm Mother’s Union, Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 7 Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 8.00 am    Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am All Age Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

Monday 8 1.30 pm Art Group, St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 9 1.30 pm Andy’s Tots,  St. Andrew’s Church 

Saturday 13 10.00 am St. Andrew’s Autumn Fayre, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 14 Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

 8.00 am    Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

 4.00 pm Andy’s at 4, Annual Pet Service, St. Andrew’s Church 

Monday 15 1.30 pm Art Group, St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 16 1.30 pm  Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 21  Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church 

  10.00 am  Family Worship, St. Andrew’s Church 

  11.15 am  Holy Communion, St Andrew’s Church 

   6.30 pm  Evensong, St. Andrew’s Church 

Monday 22 1.30 pm Art Group, St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 23 1.30 pm  Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 28 Simon and Jude, Apostles 

  8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am  Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

Monday 29 1.30 pm Art Group, St. Andrew’s Church 

Say again? 

Three elderly church ministers, all hard of hearing, were playing 
golf one sunny spring morning.  The Methodist minister ob-
served, ‘Windy, isn’t it?’  ‘No,’ the Baptist pastor said, ‘it’s Thurs-
day.’  The Anglican vicar agreed: ‘So am I!  Let’s go get a pint.’ 
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Diary of a Momentous Year:  
October 1918:  

We’ve had enough of war! 

October 1918 was the month when both 
sides, in their different ways, decided that 
they had had enough war. The Germans, fol-
lowing their defeat at Amiens, no longer had 
any hope of a strong negotiating position in 
peace talks, let alone victory. Their economy 
was struggling, and morale was low. The Al-

lies, now sure of final victory, wanted it all over without further disas-
trous casualties.  The politicians, fearful for their own futures, wanted 
time, but the generals were now calling the shots. The time had come 
for a ceasefire, then let the negotiating begin. 

The military won this battle, at least. The word ‘Armistice’ was banded 
around: not a treaty, but simply (as the Latin word suggests) as a laying 
down of arms. The three most influential national leaders on the Allied 
side agreed, and the Germans and their dwindling band of associates 
had no choice but to go along with the solution. An Armistice was 
agreed for a memorable date: the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month of the year.  Following preliminary discussions, a 
negotiated treaty would be finalised at Versailles in the following Janu-
ary. Compared to Brexit, that is express progress! 

The Armistice was, in some ways, simple. The guns would go silent, 
killing would cease from that designated hour. The Versailles negotia-
tions, on the other hand, would be complex, though somewhat simpli-
fied by the fact that the Germans came naked to the table. They were 
desperate to save their land from occupation, whatever the cost. In fact, 
it cost them £6.6 million in reparations (probably about six billion 
pounds today).  

Each of the Allies had important items for the peace agenda. France 
wanted Alsace-Lorraine restored to French sovereignty, and the Rhine-
land demilitarised. Britain wanted German military power negated and 
problems in the Middle East solved. The Americans wanted democracy 
restored and the will of the people recognised throughout Europe. The 
three leaders – David Lloyd George and Presidents Clémenceau and 
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AUTUMN FAYRE 

SATURDAY 13th OCTOBER 2018 

Please keep the date in mind and save good saleable items 
for the various stalls.  MU Stall are collecting dry goods grocery items (see 
Margaret Gubbins or Maureen Ragbourne).  

We shall be pleased to have any “Good Quality Items” “for the ”Bric-a-
Brac”; Books, toiletries, bottle tombola stalls etc.  

We are also looking for special prizes to supplement the Grand Draw; see 

Ros Harford (01249-812190:   rosharf31@btinternet.com )  if you have any-

thing you would like to contribute. 

St Andrew’s 100 Club 
 

The winning numbers in September 

were 31(£100) 38 (£40) 59 (£25) 

The next draw will be on  
Sunday 14th October 

Margaret Harrison (01249 652148) 

Woodrow Wyatt agreed about most of the agenda, including the carv-
ing up of The German colonial empire in Africa. 

Peace would come at last, but not, as one wise man observed, the ‘kiss 
of peace’. 

Canon David Winter 

Forthcoming Events 

Thursday October 4th, 2.30pm 

Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church 

Melissa Barnett, 

Curator of Chippenham Museum 

Will speak about their recent  

projects 

Thursday November 1st, 2.30pm 

Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church 

Pam Mills, 

‘My Life Experiences’ 

mailto:01249-812190:%20%20%20rosharf31@btinternet.com
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GIVING SIGHT TO THE BLIND 
Most of us do not think twice 
when we pick up a copy 
of News to the Market Place, 
the Chippenham Gazette & 
Herald, the Town Crier or 
other magazines and start 
reading about what is hap-
pening in our part of the 
world.  We read the printed 
word as a matter of course - 
that is unless you have a 
sight impairment or experi-
ence other forms of reading 

difficulty.  For those folk the printed word is meaningless unless it has 
been transposed into Braille or is read aloud by someone else.   To ad-
dress that problem for those in our community who are unable to read 
the printed word but who like to keep in touch with what is happening 
around them, as reported in the local press and magazines, Chippenham 
charity Chippenham & District Talking Newspapers produce each 
week free audio versions of local news reports and articles.   Every 
Thursday morning, when the Gazette & Herald hits the news 
stands, three of the Charity’s team of volunteers read and record news 
items from that paper and other magazines covering the area of Chip-
penham, Calne, Corsham, Box and Lyneham and all the villages in be-
tween.  By 12.30pm wallets containing a memory sticks, recording be-
tween 1-2hours of news reportage and articles, are in the post to all 
those who use this amazing service.  The wallet is delivered by the 
postman the next day.  All this is completely free as is the USB player 
that the charity also provides.  Each article is recorded on a separate 
track to enable the listener to skip to the next item if they are not inter-
ested in the one about to be read.  In addition to the Chippenham Talk-
ing Newspaper separate editions are produced for Malmesbury and also 
Melksham and their surrounding villages. 

     On our recordings news stories are often interspersed with chatter 
and laughter.   Our listeners tell us how much they appreciate our 
weekly recording arriving on their doormat every Friday, to catch up 
with the news and to hear again our friendly voices.  For some, who 
live alone, our voices are amongst the few they will hear all week.  One 
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Carols around the Piano 

Thursday 6
th
 December 

7.30pm 

Please come and join us 

lady, who had lost her husband, told us that originally the most difficult 
part of her week was sitting down to eat her Sunday lunch all by her-
self.  That all changed when she delayed playing our Talking Newspa-
per from Friday to Sunday.  She now plays our recording as she eats 
her Sunday lunch so that she is surrounded by the cheerful voices of 
her friends.  Her life is now much brighter. 

    One such friend was lovely Norman Fox.  For umpteen years Nor-
man had been one of our regular readers.  As many will know Norman 
was a man who really cared for those around him.  He gave up much of 
his time, in so many ways, enriching the lives of others.  He was one of 
those down to earth living saints who made a real difference to our 
world.  Amongst all the other things he did Norman found the time to 
be a friendly voice to our listeners.  It was a delight to work with him 
and we and our listeners have lost someone we all treasured. 

    Each week our team will continue to bring friendly cheer and news 
to all our many listeners.  Perhaps you may know of someone who 
might benefit from receiving this completely free amazing service.  If 
you do please tell them about us and encourage them to contact us, and 
brighten up their lives.    All that is required is a phone call to our Sec-
retary, Gwyn Rees, on 659305 and he will quickly respond by deliver-
ing a free USB memory stick player and explain how it and our simple 
system works.   We would also be prepared to produce an audio version 
of  News to the Market Place if there are any who might appreciate re-
ceiving this magazine in that format.   Remember, those who have a 
sight impairment or a reading difficulty will not be able to read 
this.  They will only know about this article if you tell them about 
it.  Please help to bring sight to the blind. 

Alan Scotford 



20  

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY NOTICE BOARD 

Walking those extra miles (part 2) 
Back in May I was delighted to share with you the good news that 
last year’s Traidcraft sales through St Andrews had enabled us to do-
nate £340 back to Traidcraft Exchange, the ‘charity arm’ of Traid-
craft. Even better news was that a UK government matching scheme 
meant that our donation was doubled to £680.  And better news still 
comes now in the form of a recent update from Traidcraft Exchange 
informing us that as a body of Fair Traders across the country we 
managed to donate a grand total of £540,000, which amounts to al-
most 1.1 million when doubled. 

This impressive total was donated to Traidcraft Exchange’s Hidden 
Entrepreneurs scheme by means of which Traidcraft is investing in 
and walking hand in hand with some of the poorest of the poor in 
some of the least favoured areas of the globe; this scheme has ena-
bled disadvantaged entrepreneurs to start businesses from scratch and 
then apply and develop their skills to turn these small start-ups into 
flourishing fair trade enterprises. 

Here are just a few snippets of information about a handful of the 
projects Traidcraft Exchange is currently involved in: 

In Senegal Traidcraft Exchange has been helping poor farmers in 
Casamance -one of the poorest regions in the country - to form a 
farmers’association and access fair trade markets for their crops. 

In Tanzania support is of-
fered to people with disabili-
ties who are wanting to be-
come entrepreneurs in the 
coffee, cocoa and small-
scale palm oil farming sec-
tors. 

In Bangladesh Traidcraft 
Exchange is working closely 
with women entrepreneurs, 
helping them to start busi-
nesses and break the poverty 
cycle. 
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BOOK CORNER 
Where we are - 
the state of Britain now 
by Roger Scruton, Continuum, 
£15.29 
Addressing one of the most politically turbulent peri-
ods in modern British history, philosopher Roger Scru-
ton asks how, in these circumstances, we can come to 

define our identity, and what in the future will hold us together.  

To what are our duties owed and why? How do we respond to the 
pull of globalisation and mass migration, to the rise of Islam and to 
the decline of Christian belief? Do we accept these as inevitable or do 
we resist them? If we resist them on what basis do we build? This 
book sets out to answer these questions, and to understand the vola-
tile moment in which we live. 
Roger Scruton slices characteristically through the fog of debate with 
this sensible and profound account of our collective identity; essential 
reading for anyone interested in what it means to be British, what 
that might come to mean in future, and who wonders how we can 
define our place in a rapidly changing world. 

In Myanmar great progress is being made in creating a fair trade 
rice supply. 

In India Traidcraft Exchange is working with weavers in Varanasi, 
campaigning for change on Assam tea estates, supporting organic 
cotton growers in Odisha and working to help reduce poverty levels 
across the country (India still has the largest number of people liv-
ing in extreme poverty anywhere in the world). 

Fair trade stalls in churches and communities across the UK play a vi-
tal role in helping to fund all of these projects so thank you once again 
for your ongoing support of the St Andrew’s stall. 

Wishing you every blessing for October! 

Debbie Warren 
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A Letter from Uncle Eustace 

On the perils of the Harvest Supper 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren, 

Plans for our Harvest Supper always start several months in advance, 
with the annual argument about whether we dare increase the price of 
tickets by 20p to £1.50. After endless wrangling we compromise on 
15p, with several warning that this will sound the death knell of Har-
vest. That every member of the committee cheerfully pays £50 a head 
to dine out elsewhere seems irrelevant. 
Hotpots are provided by the ladies of the parish. It is always interesting 
to speculate on who has made which: some are robust and meaty, while 
others are wan and watery. Having sampled these dishes for the past 30 
years, I can match each offering with the personalities of their creators. 
It is also amusing to watch how the cooks manoeuvre to make sure the 
correct people receive their own dishes. Mrs Ffrench positively chases 
Lady Masterson with her hotpot.   

After the meal, we proceed to what parishioners optimistically call the 
entertainment. I settle myself on the back row, smile, applaud - and 
think of the large gin awaiting me back at the Rectory. 
Colonel Hetherington imagines that the consumption of a bottle of clar-
et over the meal improves his intonation as he gives his annual rendi-
tion of “The Lost Chord”. I can only assume the lost chords he refers to 
are the vocal ones he once possessed. Miss Simpson’s jokes have been 
repeated so often that the audience enthusiastically joins in with every 
punch line.  Miss Sprocker makes her annual (failed) attempt to hand 
around paper and pencils and hold ‘a nice little quiz’ – she was a pri-
mary teacher.  

Meanwhile the ladies in the kitchen provide a musical accompaniment 
of crashing crockery and cutlery, which sadly drowns out all but the 
most tantalising snippets of their gossip about the rest of us.    

The evening always ends with the Major’s recitation of “The boy stood 
on the burning deck”. Before he can commence an un-requested en-
core, I surge up to the stage, thank all the performers, and wish every-
one a safe journey home. The Major is left looking like a boy who had 
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just had his lollipop stolen by the 
school bully. On reflection, that 
is quite an accurate analogy.   

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

Oh dear! 
Confidence is that feeling you have 

just before you fully understand the 

situation. 
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St Nicholas’ Church 
Tytherton Lucas 

Service Times at St Nicholas’ 

 

   Care of the Church 

 7th Oct 10.00 am Morning Service  Mrs. M. Gubbins Tessa Leatherhead 

14th Oct  8.30 am Holy Communion Rev. R. Key Tessa Leatherhead 

21st Oct 10.00 am Matins Rev. D. Copeland Marilyn Adcock  

28th Oct  8.30 am Holy Communion Rev. R. Key Marilyn Adcock  

Tim Peake speculates on intelligent design 

The astronaut Tim Peake, on a recent visit to 
Peterborough Cathedral, has said that alt-
hough he is not religious, his time in space 
made him consider the possibility that the 
universe is not an accident, but the result of 
intelligent design.   

Tim Peake spoke about his journey back to 
Earth in 2016.  According to The Times, he said: ‘Although I say I'm 
not religious it doesn't necessarily mean that I don't seriously consider 
that the universe could have been created from intelligent design. There 
are many things in science that lead us towards that conclusion. 

‘From a point of view of seeing how magnificent the Earth is from 
space and seeing the cosmos from different perspective, it helps you to 
relate to that.’ 

Peake added that, as well as the scale of the universe being impressive, 
looking at the minute details also made him think: ‘When you look at 
the smaller scale, the micro level, and you understand quantum me-
chanics and quantum physics, there are many things that lead us... to-
wards intelligent design of the universe.’ 

The Astronaut's Soyuz landing module and spacesuit is on display in 
Peterborough Cathedral until 5th November. 
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Who’s Who 

Parish Priest  Rod Key 652788 
   St Andrew’s Vicarage 
   54a St Mary’s Street, SN15 3JW 
   keychippenham@gmail.com 

Lay Minister:  Eryl Spencer  651565 
Lay Minister: Margaret Gubbins 248757 

Churchwardens: Jenny Norris 812945 
 Barry Hayward 653322 
Deputy Churchwardens: Margaret Harrison 652148 
 Maurice Chadwick 
 mauricechadwick25@gmail.com 
 

Organist & Music Leader: Paul Fortune          652643 
    paulandmyra25@gmail.com 
    
Church Administrator:       Daphne Jefferies   659820 
 daphnejefferies657@btinternet.com                  
 

Head Server: Michael Sammes 654608 

 

Sacristan: Brian Elliott 463230 

at St Nicholas’ Elizabeth Sexton  660235 

 

PCC Secretary: Becky Harding 656440 
 harding_rebecca@sky.com 
 at St Nicholas’ Sheila Laurence 740687 

 

PCC Treasurer: Chris Norris 812945 
 chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Assistant Treasurer: Brian Elliott 463230  
   

 at St Nicholas’ Mike Holtham 740657   
 

Weekly Notice Sheet: Ros Harford 812190 
  Items to be with Ros by Wednesday evening 

 

Care Group Co-ordinator: Eryl Spencer 651565 
 

Gift Aid Officer: Wendy Reeves 650622 
Giving Officer  Ros Harford                                                      812190  
Electoral Roll Officer: Ros Harford 812190 
Health & Safety Officer: Daphne Jefferies 659820 
  daphnejefferies657@btinternet.com                  
   
Youth and Children: Eryl Spencer 651565  
 
 
PCC Sub-Committees 
 

Fabric Committee: Keith Larkin 449114 
Social Events:  Dorryta Hayward 653322 
Social Responsibility: Dick Spencer 651565  
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Bell-ringers: Caroline Emerson 658708 
Prayer Circle: Eryl Spencer 651565  

Mothers’ Union: Margaret Gubbins  248757 
 

100 club: Margaret Harrison 652148 

Vineyard Card Sales: Keith Larkin 449114  

Traidcraft: Debbie Warren 
  debbie@cdjm.co.uk  

Flower Arrangers: Dorryta Hayward 653322 
 

Coffee Shop  
 Co-ordinator: Caroline Emerson 658708 
 

Magazine Editor: Jenny Norris 812945 
  norrisjm2@gmail.com 
 
Magazine Distribution: Sue Haslop 323765 
 

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS (contacts above) 
Choir Practice  Friday, 7.30 pm 

Bell ringing   Practice night: Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.00 pm in the Tower 

Mothers’ Union  First Thursday in month, 2.30 pm in St. Andrew’s Lady Chapel 

Coffee Shop  Wednesdays 9.30 am - 12.00 noon in St Andrew’s Church 

Christian Meditation  

Group Thursdays 7.30 pm at 2 Baydon’s Lane 

 Contact Michael Sammes   654608 

The Church Office  
Market Place, SN15 3HT 

 
Tel: (01249) 655947 

with out of hours answering machine 
 

For general enquiries e-mail: 
st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk 

   

 

Mondays, 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 
 to make arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriage, reading of 
Banns, etc. 

              st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk 
 
 
Tuesdays, 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. 
 to book the Hall and church  
 (for concerts and events etc.) 

         st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk 



 

Church Services 
at St Andrew’s Parish Church 

 

Sundays  

                 8.00 am Holy Eucharist 
  

                10.00 am 1
st
 Sunday   All Age Eucharist (with baptisms) 

  2
nd

 Sunday  Parish Eucharist 
  3

rd
 Sunday   Family Worship ( followed by 

                                          a shortened Eucharist in the chancel at 11.15) 
  4

th
 & 5

th
 Sundays  Parish Eucharist  

  (Sunday Club - see Andy’s & Nic’s page)  
  

                  4.00 pm Andys@4 (A Service for All the Family, 
followed by refreshments - 2

nd
 Sunday)  

           
 6.30 pm Sung Evensong, Ministry of Healing and Celtic 

Service 
                                        (3

rd
 Sunday of the month, in 3 month rotation - 

see Diary page) 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday                                    

  8.30 am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 

  8.00 am   Morning Prayer 

Thursday 

  8.30 am  Holy Eucharist 
 

at St Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas 
Sundays  

  8.30 am Holy Communion (2
nd 

& 4
th 

Sundays) 
  10.00 am Morning Service (1

st 
Sundays) 

  10.00 am Matins (3
rd 

Sundays) 
  3.00 pm Evensong (5

th
 Sunday – Winter months) 

  6.30 pm Evensong (5
th
 Sunday – Summer months) 
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