Church Services
at St Andrew’s Parish Church
Sundays
8.00 am

Holy Eucharist

10.00 am

1st Sunday All Age Eucharist (with baptisms)
2nd Sunday Parish Eucharist
3rd Sunday Family Worship ( followed by
a shortened Eucharist in the chancel at 11.15)
4th & 5th Sundays Parish Eucharist
(Sunday Club - see Andy’s & Nic’s page)

4.00 pm

Andys@4 (A Service for All the Family,
followed by refreshments - 2nd Sunday)

6.30 pm

Sung Evensong, Ministry of Healing and Celtic
Service
(3rd Sunday of the month, in 3 month rotation see Diary page)

75 pence
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Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday
8.30 am

Morning Prayer

Wednesday
8.00 am

Morning Prayer

Thursday
8.30 am

Holy Eucharist

at St Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
Sundays
8.30 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
3.00 pm
6.30 pm

Holy Communion (2nd & 4th Sundays)
Morning Service (1st Sundays)
Matins (3rd Sundays)
Evensong (5th Sunday – Winter months)
Evensong (5th Sunday – Summer months)
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Bell-ringers:
Prayer Circle:
Mothers’ Union:

Caroline Emerson
Eryl Spencer
Margaret Gubbins

658708
651565
248757

Friends of St Andrew’s:
100 club:
Vineyard Card Sales:
Traidcraft:

Eileen Yates
Margaret Harrison
Keith Larkin
Debbie Warren
debbie@cdjm.co.uk

443952
652148
449114

Flower Arrangers:

Dorryta Hayward

653322

Coffee Shop
Co-ordinator:

Caroline Emerson

658708

Magazine Editor:

Jenny Norris

444541

Magazine Distribution:

Sue Haslop

323765

st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk

REGULAR EVENTS (contacts above)

Sunday Club
Teaching/activities for Primary School children in the Hall, Sundays 9.50 am
Choir Practice
Friday, 7.30 pm
Bell ringing
Practice night: Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.00 pm in the Tower
Mothers’ Union
First Thursday in month, 2.30 pm in St. Andrew’s Lady Chapel
Coffee Shop
Wednesdays 9.30 am - 12.00 noon in St Andrew’s Church
Christian Meditation
Group
Thursdays 7.30 pm at 2 Baydon’s Lane
Contact Michael Sammes
654608

To donate to St Andrew’s Church

Text SACH01 to 70070 (that is s a c h zero one)

Magazine deadline for the April 2018 edition
Sunday morning 4th March 2018

Please leave copy (on paper, disc or email) with the editor: Jenny Norris
9 Granger Close, Chippenham, SN15 3YH, 01249 444541
st.andrewschurch.zen.co.uk
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The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947
with out of hours answering machine
For general enquiries e-mail:
st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk

Mondays, 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.
to make arrangements for
Baptisms, Marriage, reading of
Banns, etc.
st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk
Tuesdays, 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.
to book the Hall and church
(for concerts and events etc.)
st.andrewschurch@zen.co.uk
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Who’s Who
Parish Priest

Rod Key
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary’s Street, SN15 3JW
keychippenham@gmail.com
Lay Minister:
Eryl Spencer
Lay Minister:
Margaret Gubbins
Churchwardens:
Jenny Norris
George Silk
Deputy Churchwardens: Barry Hayward
Maurice Chadwick
mauricechadwick25@gmail.com

Garden Ramblings
652788

651565
248757
444541
07815933676
653322

Organist & Music Leader: Paul Fortune
paulandmyra25@gmail.com

652643

Church Administrator:

Daphne Jefferies
daphnejefferies657@btinternet.com

659820

Head Server:

Michael Sammes

654608

Sacristan:
at St Nicholas’

Brian Elliott
Elizabeth Sexton

463230
660235

PCC Secretary:

Becky Harding
harding_rebecca@sky.com
Sheila Laurence

656440

PCC Treasurer:

Chris Norris
chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk

444541

Assistant Treasurer:

Norman Fox

661236

at St Nicholas’
Weekly Notice Sheet:

Mike Holtham
740657
Ros Harford
812190
Items to be with Ros by Wednesday evening

Care Group Co-ordinator:
Gift Aid Officer:
Giving Officer
Electoral Roll Officer:
Health & Safety Officer:

Eryl Spencer
Wendy Reeves
Ros Harford
Ros Harford
Daphne Jefferies
daphnejefferies657@btinternet.com

651565
650622
812190
812190
659820

Youth and Children:

Eryl Spencer

651565

Keith Larkin
Dorryta Hayward
Dick Spencer

449114
653322
651565

at St Nicholas’

740687

PCC Sub-Committees
Fabric Committee:
Social Events:
Social Responsibility:
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I’m sitting in my garden with a mug of coffee in
beautiful sunshine in early February. Admittedly,
it’s bitterly cold, but I’m wrapped up warm and
the sun is at that lovely angle where it touches
the garden from the side, and makes it look stunning against a pure blue sky – and I’ve got nothing to do for half an hour except scribble this.
Heaven.
Perhaps this is the start of a year of record-breaking sunshine!
But then I find myself remembering the sunshine early last year, and
how hopeful we were of a glorious summer. Come the first of May,
summer was pretty well over – I got the barbeque out twice, and one of
those was a washout. Will this year be a repeat? Is February going to be
our only sunny month? Will you be reading this in March with floods
creeping our way from Melksham? Or will we have a drought and be
waiting for the hosepipe ban? Or will we be running out of fuel, so that
I’ll have to turn my car into a greenhouse and grow tomatoes, while
weeds grow around the wheels?
I don’t have to try too hard to ruin my half
hour. Worrying can do it in a flash.
Pretty well every sensible philosophy of
life tells me to stop. “Que sera, sera,” said
Abba (or was it “Middle of the Road”?) –
whatever will be, will be, the future’s not
ours to see... Some American film said
“Carpe Diem”, live for the moment. And
of course the wonderful Serenity Prayer:
“Lord, grant me the serenity to accept the
things I cannot change...” But sometimes
it’s not that easy to STOP WORRYING!
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus actually gives me a reason to stop
worrying. “Can any of you, by worrying, add an inch to their height?
Look how the daffodils grow, no work, no fuel costs, yet King Solomon
in all his glory couldn’t hold a candle to a single one. Each leaf grows
and is beautiful because God loves it.” Read it yourself in Matthew,
chapter 6 (or I imagine you could just Google “Lilies of the field”).
3

Now there’s a reason to stop worrying.
Because, whatever might happen,
I am beloved.
You see that little daffodil there (I
think daffodils are lilies), the one
that’s just opening? No … further
back. Yes, that one!
Isn’t it perfect?
Rod

TV

St Nicholas’ Church
Tytherton Lucas

Forthcoming Events
Thursday March 1st, 2.15pm

Followed by Lent Meditation on
one of the psalms
led by Richenda Milton-Dawes
Thursday April 5th, 2.30 pm

Your mind is
like a television;
when it goes
blank, it's a good idea to turn off
the sound.

Service Times at St Nicholas’

MU AGM

Aurea Hart, Diocesan President
will talk about her work
Both meetings will be held in the
Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church

Laurieston House

Care of the Church
4th

Mar 10.00 am Morning Service

11

th

Mar

18

th

Mar 10.00 am Matins

25

th

Mar 8.30 am

Eryl Spencer

8.30 am Holy Communion Rev. J. Bray

Spring cleaning for
Easter to be done

Rev. D. Copeland by everyone.*

Holy Communion Rev. R. Key

* Sheila’s list is in the Church

EASTER LILIES
In Loving Memory

Care Home and Supported
living bungalows
Day Care Provided,
Hours to suit the individual
78, Bristol Road, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 1NS
01249 444722
Office 01249 655975
E-mail jenniferjobbins@btinternet.com
Proprietor/manager: Jenny Jobbins
4

If you would like to remember a loved one with a
lily included in our Easter decorations, please
sign the list at the back of Church.
Last day for ordering is Sunday18th March.
Donations £2.50 a lily (See Dorryta)
25

In memory of Wilfred Owen
One of the leading poets of the first world war,
Wilfred Owen, was born 125 year ago, on 18th
March 1893.
Owen, who received the Military Cross for
bravery in action, was noted for his shocking,
realistic poetry about the horrors of trench and
gas warfare. He admired and was influenced
heavily by Siegried Sassoon, though most critics regard him as the better poet.
Raised as an Anglican evangelical, Owen was
a devout believer in his youth, having been influenced through a strong relationship with his
mother. Later on, however he questioned the
attitude of the Church to the poor and the disadvantaged, and this was
sharpened by his war experiences, several of which were traumatic and
led to his being invalided home.
At the end of August 1918, Owen returned to the front line – although
he could easily have avoided it – and was killed in action on 4th November 1918, exactly one week (almost to the hour) before the signing
of the Armistice. He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant the day after his death.
Owen composed nearly all of his poems between August 1917 and
September 1918. Only five poems were published in his lifetime.

So you think English is easy?

Andy & Nic’s Page Answers
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8) They were too close to the door to
close it.
9) After going out after having done
some sewing, a sewer fell into a sewer.
10) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I
shed a tear.

1. Joshua 2. Timothy 3. Ruth 4. Luke
5. Proverbs 6. Lamentations 7. Malachi
8. Esther 9. Corinthians 10. Jeremiah

1) The bandage was wound around the
wound.
2) The farm was used to produce produce.
3) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.
4) Since there is no time like the present,
he thought it was time to present the
present.
6) A sea bass was painted on the head of
the bass drum.
7) The insurance was invalid for the invalid.

Canon David Winter:

The Way I See It :

Mothers and Mothering
The American invention, “Mother’s Day”,
will be celebrated on Sunday 11th March,
though the cards, boxes of chocolates and
reservations for deliveries of flowers will be
in the shops long before. It’s a very nice idea, as most of us love
our mothers dearly and welcome a chance to celebrate their importance in our lives.
I say “American invention”, because long before Mother’s Day
there was a Christian event, marked nowadays in the Church Calendar, with the title ‘Mothering Sunday’. It’s still widely observed
in churches on the fourth Sunday of Lent, and yes, that’s 11th
March, too.
The difference between them is subtle but profound. ‘Mother’s
Day’ is about who she is, particularly in our lives. ‘Mothering Sunday’, as its rather awkward name implies, is about a quality which
we recognise in mothers but can be present elsewhere – to
‘mother’ someone.
We have all needed mothering, from time to time, and not simply
when we were tiny and helpless, literally dependent on our mothers for our sustenance and survival. During the years of the last
War I was ‘mothered’ by my grandmother. Sometimes a friend
acts in this role for us, when we feel lonely or helpless. ‘Mothering’
means caring deeply, sustaining, supporting, whatever the cost.
That is why God, whom we usually call ‘Father’, is sometimes spoken of in the Bible as ‘mothering’ us, gathering us in His arms of
love, even feeding us like a mother. On ‘Mothering Sunday’ we celebrate so much more than our own beloved mums. We celebrate
the whole glorious notion of care, compassion and nurture. And of
that care, very often our own mothers are the very best examples.
5

year-old dowager are not an ideal combination. St. James had stood on
his plinth, unmolested, for the best part of 500 years, two fingers held in
a sign of blessing. Until last Wednesday.
For Lady D’s last flourish, removing the cobwebs from St. James’ head,
caused her to lose her balance. She grasped for something for support,
failed, and hit the floor still holding one of our saint’s two fingers. He
now stands – admittedly very clean – but with only one finger raised to
the congregation in a far from saintly gesture. A little judicious application of glue will be necessary before he makes his true intentions clear.
And so we now live in a state of uninhabitable order and hygiene. Within a month, the skills of mice and men should hopefully return us to our
preferred ambience for Christian worship.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Bereavement Support Group
Losing someone close can be a very difficult time.
It often leaves you feeling sad, lost and alone.
Within your community we are here to help and support you
and many others.
This service is available to any bereaved family free of charge, and
regardless of whether we conducted the funeral.
Please feel free to bring a friend.
Where: Chippenham Town Hall Foyer
Drop in coffee morning
Every First Thursday 10am to 12pm
Drop in Afternoon Tea
Every Third Thursday 2.30pm to 4.30pm
Come and join us for a tea, coffee and supportive chat with our caring
and experienced team.
For more information contact your local funeral home or telephone Rachel
Clarkson on 01249 461098

6

What the teacher says and what
the teacher means….
If you have ever wondered what the
teachers really think of your child, you
may enjoy these snippets from real reports….and the thought behind them!
James has a remarkable ability in gathering needed information from his
classmates. (He was caught cheating on an exam.)
Karen is an endless fund of energy and viability. (Your hyperactive
monster can't stay put for five minutes.)
Fantastic imagination! (He's one of the biggest liars I have ever met.)
Nick thrives on interaction with his peers. (Your son never shuts up.)
Nancy’s greatest asset is demonstrative public discussions. (Every time
I give an assignment, she responds by sparking a classroom argument
over it.)
John enjoys the thrill of engaging challenges with his peers. (He's an
incorrigible bully.)
Jane is an adventurous nature lover, who rarely misses opportunities to
explore new territory. (Your daughter skipped class and nearly
drowned trying to catch wriggly things in the school pond.)
23

A Letter from Uncle Eustace
On the perils of ladies cleaning the church
The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren,
I must begin with a confession. I know it is wrong of me, but last
Wednesday I coveted your modern, purpose-built, user-friendly worship centre. Your concrete cube may have all the aesthetic charm of a
suburban bus shelter, but it is clean, bright and does not have the propensity for sheltering dead animals in dark corners.
March at St. James the Least brings an annual event I dread: The Boon
Day. There is a certain irony in the ladies of the parish – who without
exception employ dailies to do all their domestic cleaning and dusting -getting together to wash, polish and scrape 12 months-worth of accumulated dirt from the church interior.
Having very obviously put in hours of thought about correct dress – not
looking as if they’re set for drinks at the golf club, but equally not giving the impression that wielding a mop and bucket comes naturally to
them they arrive equipped with the Cartier equivalents of bleach and
dusters. I am slightly surprised Admiral Wetherspoon’s wife
knows which end of a brush should be held.
Miss Pemberton’s over-enthusiastic use of bleach for cleaning the
sanctuary floor in the Lady Chapel makes one feel one is entering a
public lavatory rather than a house of God. Books, service sheets and
collection plates have all been so efficiently tidied away that it will
take months before anyone can find anything. Lost coins are placed in
the collection box, long-forgotten gloves and scarves put out for the
next jumble sale, and dead pigeons and mice placed on the compost
heap.
Just as archaeologists date various layers of a dig from the artefacts
they recover, the ladies cleaning the choir stalls have determined precisely when the tenors changed from spearmint to peppermint chews
during the sermon, as they shoveled through 52 Sundays-worth of lost
mints.
Our great moment of crisis came when Lady Dawes decided to clean
the statue of St. James the Least, standing in his niche above the high
altar. An eight foot, 50-year-old step ladder and an 18 stone seventy22

PARISH OUTING TO
ROMSEY ABBEY, HAMPSHIRE
A Coach outing to
Romsey Abbey in
Hampshire is currently in the planning for Thursday
2nd August 2018.
Leaving Chippenham at 9.30am @
Morrisons,
and
leaving Romsey @
4.45pm, returning to
Chippenham around 6.30pm. It is proposed have a “Coffee break” at
the Wilton Village Shopping at 10.30am for approx. an hour, then travel on to Romsey where we can have a guided tour of the Abbey @ 2.30
pm, so plenty of time to explore Romsey have a lunch beforehand. According to numbers the estimated cost of the day will be £25 which will
include the coach fare, the £5 per head guided tour of the Abbey and
tip for the coach driver.
Romsey Abbey is one
of the finest examples
of Norman Architecture in Europe. The
church was a great
Benedectine
Abbey
founded in AngloSaxon times, full of
history. Romsey offers
Shops, Café’s, Restaurant, Riverside Walk
etc.
To estimate numbers for coach size and guided tour of Romsey Abbey,
if you are interested in coming, there will be a sign-up board at the
back of church in March.
Ros Harford
(Tel: 812190)
7

Andy’s @ 4
Come and join us for our monthly
informal service for all the family

March 11th
at St Andrews church, Chippenham
Stories - songs- prayers - refreshments

For more information phone

01249 651565

St David’s
Day: time for
daffodils
1st March is St David’s Day, and it’s
time for the Welsh to wear daffodils or
leeks. Shakespeare called this custom
‘an honourable tradition begun upon an
honourable request’ - but nobody knows
the reason. Why should anyone have
ever ‘requested’ that the Welsh wear
leeks or daffodils to honour their patron
saint? It’s a mystery!
We do know that David - or Dafydd - of
Pembrokeshire was a monk and bishop
of the 6th century. In the 12th century
he was made patron of Wales, and he
has the honour of being the only Welsh
saint to be canonised and culted in the
Western Church. Tradition has it that he
was austere with himself, and generous
with others - living on water and vegetables (leeks, perhaps?!) and devoting
himself to works of mercy.
In art, St David is usually depicted in
Episcopal vestments, standing on a
mound with a dove at his shoulder, in
memory of his share at an important
Synod for the Welsh Church, the Synod
of Brevi.
8

BIBLE BOOKS
Can you unscramble these letters to find
books in the Bible:

1.

ashjo u

2.

imythot

3.

hurt

4.

kuel

5.

brosprev

6.

tonslaminate

7.

chaimal

8.

theres

9.

chainstroin

10.

himereaj

Answers on Page 24
How do you help a donkey?
Give assistance
How can you tell a baby snake?
By its rattle

Sunday Club Diary
11th March
25th March

BOOK CORNER
Divine Sparks - Everyday Encounters
With God’s Incoming Kingdom
By Donna Lazenby, IVP, £9.99
Many of our everyday encounters in the world
are touched by the divine, but we are not aware
of it. We may find it impossible to miss God in
the great interruptions of human existence, but
God often finds a humbler dwelling-place . . .
Donna Lazenby was in a packed underground
train when it was taken siege by a group of musicians, ripe to start a party. The eruption from
dull passivity into joy and song seemed to her a
picture of the coming of the kingdom of God.
And so, she began to write a series of reflections
that open up ways of seeing light in darkness,
love in places of desolation, and the in-breaking of Life, when all
seems tired and old.
.

Paul: A Biography
By Tom Wright, SPCK, £13.99

One of the world’s leading New Testament
scholars here tells the story behind the story,
the story of the Apostle Paul, whose letters
have shaped so much of world history. Tom
Wright has drawn on his own decades of acquaintance with Paul, as well as on other Pauline scholarship.
This really excellent book not only brings Paul
to life, but then places that life in the complex
and overlapping array of Jewish and nonJewish communities, all set within the Roman
empire. The result provides such a helpful picture, both of Paul and of the early Christian
communities of which he was so significant a founder and shaper.
21

Dogs may help prevent asthma
If you have a young family, here is a good
reason to have a dog as well: recent research at Imperial College London has
found that some young children are less
likely to develop asthma and other allergies later in life if they have had a dog in
their early childhood.

can last all their lives.

Scientists think it may be because dogs
carry high levels of bacteria, which trigger the child’s immune system to kick in
early, and thus develop protection which

St Andrew’s 100 Club
The winning numbers in January
were 28 (£100) 37 (£40) 55 (£25)
The winning numbers in February
were 19 (£100) 9 (£40) 10 (£25)
The next draw will be on
Wednesday 7th March
St Andrew’s Coffee Shop
Margaret Harrison (01249 652148)

Behold the Man
He stands condemned, speaks not a
word
The crowds resolve that He should
die,
Forgetting all His miracles
Hosannas turn to ‘Crucify’.
They haul Him to the judgement
seat,
Pilate and Herod now become
friends,
Enemies no more but one in mind
Together involved in Messiah’s end.
Herod mocks Him as a king
Pilate washes his hands of blame,
The crowd now shout out for His
death
But He knows it is for this He came.
‘It is finished’ is the cry,
The curtain rent, a way made in
Upon the Cross the victory won
Behold the Man – it’s Christ our
King.
By Megan Carter

20
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THE ORGAN
REVISITED
Embodied in "THE PROJECT" (circa 2004)
were major works to the organ. The project failed and, since then, no really serious detailed attention has been applied
to the future of the organ, what might become of it and what might
be done. Various bits and pieces have been repaired but no major
planning has been in place. Heads in the sand and hiding behind the
sofa will no longer be acceptable. The nettle now has to be grasped
and a positive vision set in place for the future. Hence, THE ORGAN
REVISITED
A light-hearted comparison might be made between organs and us
humans. Just as we age and vital bits wear out and stop working, so it
is with organs. It is a gradual process, but the end result is the same.
Neither we nor organs go on for ever. The one advantage that an organ has over humans is that from the outside, age does not show! But
because of this, the organ is at a disadvantage. As it is not seen to
age, and is usually domiciled in a dark corner (as at St Andrew's), few
give it much serious thought until it becomes terminal.
A report on the "State of the organ", written after meeting with the
tuner, was submitted to the PCC in August last year (2017). In short,
and avoiding too much technical detail, the organ's health has continued to deteriorate and will continue to do so - as might be expected,
so no surprise there! The prognosis gives some cause for concern. It
"works" and will continue to do so until all the ills add up and it becomes unplayable. This is hardly surprising as it is more than thirty
years since some, but not major, restoration took place. In some
measure, absence of a proper humidifier has contributed to deterioration of the pipe chests, particularly on the "swell organ” (It really is not
10

ally reducing them to one or two main qualities or characteristics, categorising them and labelling them. Well, I thought as I lay there gratefully counting the increasing number of chimes on the St Andrew’s
Church clock marking progress through my box ordeal: what does it
currently say on my box? In fact, I couldn’t remember - the wording on
Traidcraft boxes having recently undergone a change - but the old
wording, which I could remember, seemed okay to me: fighting poverty through trade. Yes, I didn’t mind it saying that on the box I’d put
myself in.
And today, sitting at St Andrew’s coffee shop, I’ve been inspecting the
wording on some of the boxes and packets here on my Traidcraft stall.
What else would feel okay as a label, a slogan to be seen to be living
by? Of those I can currently see before me, there are three slogans I
would particularly favour: a passionate blend (on a tea packet); bold
and well-rounded (on a coffee packet); changing the world one bite at
a time (on a muesli box). Any of those would do for me!
In fact, my chosen Traidcraft box on the night of the SleepOut was a
decidedly non-conformist box: it most vehemently refused to be
pegged down or pigeon-holed; it slipped and slid as I tossed and
turned; it danced with abandon in the January wind. And that, I have
decided, is what the best boxes do: they give us a sense of identity,
they allow us to belong, they offer a degree of protection, but they refrain from limiting us. They give us room to wriggle and stretch our
toes, they give us air to breathe.
God bless and here’s wishing you a wonderful March!
Debbie Warren

ELECTORAL ROLL REVISION
The Electoral Roll has to be REVISED as usual in time for the Parish
AGM on Tuesday 24th April 2018. Revision of the Roll will commence on 11th March. Anyone wishing to stand for election to the
PCC or as a sidesperson, or to vote at the meeting if not resident in the
Parish, must be entered on the Roll.
If you wish to stand for election or vote and are not currently on the
roll, forms will be available at the back of Church or from Ros Harford,
Electoral Roll Officer (Tel: 01249-812190).
(To check if your name is on the Electoral Roll, there will be a copy at
the back of Church).
19

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY NOTICE BOARD

In a box
When completing my recent SleepOut in
St Andrew’s Churchyard in aid of Doorway - and thank you once again if you
were one of my wonderful sponsors for
this - there was, I decided, no better box
I could use as my ‘bed’ for the night than
a Traidcraft one: this, after all, gave me
the opportunity to combine two things
which I feel passionately about. I duly
put in an extra order of large, bulky
items in advance of the big day to guarantee that I would, in my hour
of relative need, be in possession of a Traidcraft box of suitably large
dimensions. When the day arrived, our team of fundraisers found that
- in contrast to the gruelling physical conditions endured day in day
out by real rough sleepers – we were experiencing an unseasonably
mild night; I, for one, found the most onerous challenge was not one
of temperature but of overcoming an overwhelming sensation of
claustrophobia - a physical and psychological reaction to being all
but trapped inside a box for seven hours.
In order to calm myself down, I found myself reflecting a great deal
on a series of things:
a) why I had opted to sleep in that box in the first place - after all,
nobody was making me do it; I was wilfully turning my nose up at a
perfectly decent bed at home in true ‘what care I for a goose feather
bed’ fashion;
b) yes, I’ll admit that I allowed myself to count a few not-yet-hatched
chickens and rejoice a little prematurely in the benefits the funds
would bring to some of our very vulnerable fellow parishioners;
c) I also, rather bizarrely, ruminated at considerable length on what it
means to put someone in a box.
I guess - so I ruminated – the latter is something we can find ourselves doing all too easily: XYZ thinks like that because she’s a
woman; YZX looks like that because he’s a churchgoer, or because
he’s homeless; ZXY behaves like that because her parents come
from Senegal. And so on. When we put someone in a box, we’re usu18

wise to commit to the expense of installing one now as it will not reverse the deterioration). Warping results in wind leakage to the
wrong places (running's) causing problems, not the least of which,
makes tuning very difficult. Recently magnet failures have occurred missing notes.
Important decisions and options just have to be considered, an essential part of which is financial planning and provisioning for future
works. At present there is precious little money in the ring-fenced
organ fund. It really is not an option to continue to "throw" money at
an instrument that will develop further faults soon after others have
been rectified. The PCC has set up a "working group" to plan for the
future - shades of "THE PROJECT"! Now that Christmas and the New
Year are out of the way, we will be having our first meeting to consider and plan the way forward. Fund raising will be a major item for
this working group to consider. It will not be cheap, but do nothing
and St. Andrew's will end up with nothing. That is the stark reality
staring us in the face.
The Parish Magazine will be the main media for progress reports.
And maybe we will be able to post on the website. That will give a
much wider range of coverage.
Geoff Oldnall.
February 2018

BATHROOM & EN-SUITE INSTALLATIONS - SHOWERS & TILING
WATER SOFTENERS & SCALE INHIBITORS
For a local and reliable service call:
OFFICE 01249 661475
MOBILE 07810 717235
EMAIL enquiries@abcplumbing.info

WEBSITE www.abcplumbing.info
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March Crossword

Across
1 Arouse (Song of Songs 2:7) (6)
4 Extinguish (Isaiah 1:31) (6)
8 ‘“They — — ,” you will say, “but I’m
not hurt!”’ (Proverbs 23:35) (3,2)
9 Unhappiness (Nehemiah 2:2) (7)
10 Jewish (7)
11 Dirge (anag.) (5)
12 ‘A truthful witness gives honest — ,
but a false witness tells lies’ (Proverbs
12:17) (9)
17 Paul quoted from the second one in his
address in the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:33) (5)
19 ‘Do not use your freedom to — the
sinful nature’ (Galatians 5:13) (7)
21 ‘As you can see, he has done nothing
to — death’ (Luke 23:15) (7)
22 Name applied by Isaiah to Jerusalem
(Isaiah 29:1) (5)
23 ‘All the people — — one man, saying,
“None of us will go home”’ (Judges 20:8)
(4,2)
24 Lazarus, who was carried by angels to
Abraham’s side when he died, was one
(Luke 16:20) (6)
12

Down
1 Appalled (Job 26:11) (6)
2 ‘In an — to escape from the
ship, the sailors let the lifeboat
down into the sea’ (Acts 27:30)
(7)
3 Expel (Acts 18:16) (5)
5 ‘But I have a baptism to — ,
and how distressed I am until it is
completed!’ (Luke 12:50) (7)
6 ‘Of the increase of his government and peace there will be —
— ’ (Isaiah 9:7) (2,3)
7 Hurry (Psalm 119:60) (6)
9 ‘For I desire mercy, not — ,
and acknowledgement of God
rather than burnt offerings’ (Hosea 6:6) (9)
13 One of its towns was Sychar,
where Jesus met a woman at
Jacob’s well (John 4:5) (7)
14 Shouting (Acts 7:57) (7)
15 Arachnid (Isaiah 59:5) (6)
16 One of Paul’s first converts in Philippi
was Lydia, a — in purple cloth (Acts
16:14) (6)
18 Donkeys (5)
20 Raked (anag.) (5)

Answers on Page 20

was not to happen while the conflict still took place. At home or
abroad, something unexpected was needed to release the log-jam
Canon David Winter

Want to be creative?
Have a cup of tea
Tea-drinkers have always known that almost anything is possible, with a cup of
tea in your hand, and now it seems that
the scientists are catching up with them.
For there seems to be proof that a simple cup of tea can spark an instant burst of your brainpower and creativity, enhancing your mood
and cognitive ability.
Yet, although tea contains both caffeine and theanine, both of which
increase attentiveness and alertness, these do not usually take effect
as quickly as the simple act of drinking tea seems to do. Thus, researchers suspect that simply drinking the tea works to enhance your
mood.
Tests found that drinking tea helped people in both divergent thinking
(the process of coming up with a number of new ideas around a central theme), and also with creativity. This must make tea the go-to
drink for writers, artists and musicians, and indeed anyone looking for
inspiration. So - go put the kettle on!
The study appeared in the journal Food Quality and Preference.

St. Andrew’s
Coffee Shop
Wednesday Mornings
from 9.30 a.m. in Church

Talk, Friendship, Refreshment

Palm Sunday

It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throat,
young James stayed home from church with his granny.
When the family returned home, they were carrying
several palm fronds. Johnny asked them what they were for. "People
held them over Jesus' head as He walked by," his father told him.
"Wouldn't you know it," James fumed, "the one Sunday I don't go,
and He shows up."
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Diary of a Momentous Year:
March 1918: Getting Nowhere
March 1918 brought more confusion than
comfort to the British public. If they read the
papers closely, they would learn of many
peace treaties signed – between the new Bolshevik Russian government and some of its
neighbours, including Bulgaria and Turkey
and even with Germany – but with many
hitches and hesitations.
The Allies refused to recognise the Russian-German treaty, for instance, and fighting continued in some places. Yet while there was talk
of peace on every hand, the War simply went on and on. The Germans
launched a major offensive in France, code-named ‘Michael’, which
pushed the Allied forces back from their lines on the western front.
This German success so worried the generals that they called a crisis
meeting at which General Foch was appointed ‘generalissimo’ to coordinate the tactics of the Allied armies.
Four years into the war, that would seem somewhat overdue. It was followed, as it happened, by the defeat of a similar German attack in the
Arras area. So, no wonder the ordinary citizen was baffled. It was up
and down, but going nowhere – and the casualties continued, of course.
In fact most people didn’t follow the news that closely, and much of the
reporting they did read was unjustifiably optimistic. The face to face
interviews of today’s radio and television news programmes make it
harder for those in power to avoid unpleasant truths. But at this stage of
a brutal war such an approach would have been regarded by many people, including my parents, as disloyalty bordering on treachery.
Nevertheless, people could see for themselves the shortages of food,
and they knew that even on a recent moonless night, when navigation
was difficult, the Germans were able to launch a bombing raid by aircraft, not Zeppelins, over England. For all the talk of victory, or peace,
the mood at home was resigned but realistic. For 15 months a new
prime minister had been in office, David Lloyd-George, who had spoken of his hopes for bringing the war to an end. But to carry that right
through, he probably needed the mandate of an election win, and that
16

From the Registers
Christian Burial and Cremation
12

th

January

Ada Grace Punter

17

th

January

Phyllis Mary Greene

18

th

January

Marjorie Alice Perry

18

th

January

Hogan Edward Ephraim

19

th

January

Margaret Plum
‘I am the resurrection and the life’
St John 11.25

The Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan
Association of Change Ringers
Quarter Peals at St Andrew’s Church, Chippenham
Sunday, 20st January 2018
1260 Plain Bob
1 Rodney Brown
2 Jane Ridgwell
3 Sara Bye

4 Anne Sculley
5 Morley Bray
6 Andrew K Woolley ©

1st quarter of minor - 4
Rung to wish Richard Iles well in his retirement
Also in memory of John Williamson, husband of Judith (President of the Salisbury
Guild), who died on Wednesday 17th January 2018

Miscellaneous observations on life …….






The way to be nothing is to do nothing. Nathaniel Howe
The most efficient labour-saving device is still money.
Common sense is a flower that, sadly, doesn't grow in everyone's
garden.
A punctual person is patient, because he gets that way waiting for
those who are not punctual.
Your influence on other people is negative or positive – never neutral.
13

Worship for Holy Week at St Andrews 2018
Palm Sunday -25th March
8am Communion
10am Eucharist with procession and dramatic reading of the Passion
story

Holy Monday
12 noon Stations of the Cross (1-4)
8pm Night Prayer and Reflection

Diary for March
Sunday 4

Third Sunday of Lent
8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
10.00 am All Age Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church

Monday 5

1.30 pm

St. Andrews Art Group

Tuesday 6

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

Saturday 10

7.30 pm

North Wiltshire Orchestra Concert, St. Andrew’s Church

Sunday 11

Mothering Sunday , Fourth of Lent
8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
10.00 am Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church
4.00 pm Andys@4, St. Andrew’s Church

Holy Tuesday
12 noon Stations of the Cross (5-7)
8pm Night Prayer and Reflection

Holy Wednesday

Monday 12

1.30 pm

St. Andrews Art Group

Tuesday 13

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

Sunday 18

Fifth Sunday of Lent

1pm Stations of the Cross (8-11)

8.00 am
10.00 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm

Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
Family Worship, St. Andrew’s Church
Holy Communion, St. Andrew’s Church
Evensong, St. Andrew’s Church

Monday 19

1.30 pm

St. Andrews Art Group

Tuesday 20

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

Sunday 25

Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday 29th March
12 noon Stations of the Cross (12-14)
7.30pm Informal Eucharist - We remember Jesus washing his disciples’ feet, and his gift of himself to us in bread and wine on the night
of the Last Supper. At the end of the service, around 8.30pm, there is a
time of silent prayer - “the Watch” - when we recall Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. You are welcome to stay as short or long a time
as you wish up until 10pm.

Tuesday 27

8.00 am
10.00 am

Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

th

Good Friday 30 March
9.30am - 11am Children’s “Way of the Cross” and Easter Gardens
11am March of Witness through the town
2pm - 3pm The Last Hour
st

Easter Day 1 April
8am Communion
10am Festival Eucharist and the New Fire of Easter
14

HOLY WEEK SERVICES: Detailed on previous page

Holiness is not something to be received in a meeting; it is a
life to be lived and to be lived in detail.
D Martyn Lloyd-Jones
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