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A Thought for 2018
I recently discovered that I have the ability to
predict the future.
I know! ... How useful is that!
Many a Swindon Town– or England cricket –
fan would like to possess such a gift. It would
save a lot of fingernails being bitten to the
quick.
To say nothing of predicting the lottery …
Let me tell you how I discovered my gift and then you can decide for
yourself how useful it might be.
I was driving home to St Mary’s Street, and as I approached the mini
roundabout outside Iceland, I was following a car that was turning
right, same as me. Trouble is, he hadn’t noticed that the barriers on
the High Street that make it pedestrian were open. It was about
9.20am. As I passed the Yelde hall, I happened to catch a glimpse of
the High Street, down The Shambles, and spotted a car, simply belting along, coming up towards Iceland. It was at this point that I realised I could predict the future. I remember thinking, “I bet he won’t
be expecting a car to be turning in front of him on the roundabout,
and he (the car in front of me) won’t be expecting anything coming
from down there.” And you know, I was right!
No, they didn’t crash, but there was much squealing of brakes, blowing of horns and gesticulating because it was a very close thing.
Okay, it was only for a second or two that I was one step ahead of
events, and the outcome was thankfully less damaging than I had pictured it, but it was still quite an intense experience – if I hadn’t been
driving, I’d have wanted to hide behind the sofa.
Disappointed? Yes, you’re right, it’s not seeing into the future – no
one can do that – it’s just calculating the probable consequences of a
particular course of action. In this case, two courses of action – on
collision course. And it’s an ability we all have – but we’re sometimes pretty useless at using it.
For example, a frightening number of Americans can’t see that the
consequence of unrestricted access to guns is going to lead to more
and more tragedy.
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Oh, and yes …. the whole of
the Western world can’t
seem to see that wanting
more and more stuff that we
don’t need is going to end in
tears.
So let’s hope and pray for a
Happy New Year for everyone, and the common sense to
think where things might end
up before we start. (Brexit?
Not me – I never mentioned
Brexit!)
God bless you,
Rod
Nothing is particularly hard if
you divide it into small jobs.

Henry Ford

Forthcoming Events
Thursday 4th January 2.30pm
Share your favourite hymn
And why you chose it.
Followed by a cup of tea

St Andrew’s 100 Club
The winning numbers in December
were 51 (£100) 39 (£40) 65 (£25)
The next draw will be on
Wednesday 3rd January
St Andrew’s Coffee Shop
Margaret Harrison (01249 652148)

Laurieston House
Care Home and Supported
living bungalows
Day Care Provided,
Hours to suit the individual
78, Bristol Road, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 1NS
01249 444722
Office 01249 655975
E-mail jenniferjobbins@btinternet.com
Proprieter/manager: Jenny Jobbins
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5th January: Simeon Stylites
one of the weirder saints!
Quite frankly, this hermit was about as weird
as they come. But he loved God, and God
blessed him, strange though he was. So perhaps Simeon Stylites (390 – 459) should be
the patron saint of all REALLY eccentric
people.
Simeon was the son of a shepherd on the
Syrian border of Cilicia. He joined a monastery near Antioch, where
he practised mortifications and penances that nearly killed him. When
the abbot dismissed him in disgust as crazy, Simeon moved on to Telanissos (nowadays Dair Sem’an) and spent his first Lent there in a total fast. He was found unconscious on Easter Day. After three years
in that monastery he felt life was too easy, and moved himself to the
top of the nearby mountain, where he chained himself to a rock. He
began to be talked about, and more and more people came to see him.
Simeon did not want their company, and so planned his escape: to the
top of a pillar. For the next four years he lived on top of a pillar that
was nine feet high. More people came by, and so Simeon in desperation added to his pillar, until it grew to be 18 feet high. Still people
came to see him, and so three years later, Simeon built himself a real
skyscraper – a pillar 33 feet high, from the top of which he enjoyed 10
years of comparative solitude.
Still people came to see him – both Christians and pagans, and so Simeon decided to somehow build a pillar that was 60 feet high and six
feet wide. Here he found peace and quiet, and so here he lived for the
last 20 years of his life. People still came to see him, and tried to
catch the ‘sacred’ lice that fell off his body. They enjoyed his twice
daily exhortations to everyone below. Even some emperors came by
for a look – Theodosius, Leo and Marcian.
A scholar has written of Simeon: “His preaching was practical, kindly,
and free from fanaticism. ... In an age of licentiousness and luxury he
gave unique and abiding witness to the need for penance and prayer;
his way of life provided a spectacle at once challenging, repulsive and
awesome.”
Simeon finally died and was buried at Antioch.
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News from St. Andrew’s PCC
(Parochial Church Council)
November 2017
1) To ensure good stewardship of Church funds it
was agreed to reduce our Parish Share by
£5,000 this year and until we can balance the
books. Our annual contribution to the Diocese this year will, therefore, be £95,400.00
2) Chris Norris (Treasurer) explained the option of using the Church
of England Parish Giving scheme. This enables parishes to receive regular Gift Aid returns and supports parishes without expertise to manage their funds. A leaflet explaining the scheme was
included in the annual ‘Giving Letter.’
3) St Andrews Church charitable giving. It was agreed to support the
following charities this year. International charities - US, Water Aid,
Embrace the Middle East, Hope and Homes for Children, Natron
Health Care Project in Tanzania, Sat 7, Well Boring. Local charities – Doorway, Relate Mid Wilts, Friends of Chippenham Community Hospital, Sisters of the Church, North Wilts Women’s Refuge,
Chippenham Street Pastors, Springboard-Kings Rise Pewsham.
4) We aim to become a Fairtrade Church.
5) Children will be prepared to receive holy communion before Confirmation.
6) An alternative venue for the Parish retreat is being sought for 2019
and a quiet day will be held next Spring.
7) A huge vote of thanks was made to John Le Grange who has
stood down from his Deanery role and that of Sacristan as he
moves to Bromham.
8) The Electoral roll stands at 156 for St Andrews and St Nicholas.
9) The Church Hall refurbishment is underway. Please see the plans
in the Church and address any questions to Keith Larkin, Chair of
the Fabric Committee.
10) Improvements have been completed in the Bell Tower.
11) A new Church Website has been set up and will continue to be
developed.
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12) Daphne Jefferies has taken on the lead role for Health and Safety.
13) The Social Events Committee continue to organise and run a
huge number of very successful events.
14) The Children and Young people’s work continues. Andy’s Tots
has been a great success this year.
Becky Harding
PCC Secretary

Knitting for Operation Christmas Child
Four ladies from St Nicholas
Church formed a Knit and Natter group almost two years
ago. This year, they have recently delivered seven bags of
gifts to the collection centre at
St Peter's Church. Included
were twenty-two sets of hats,
scarves and gloves and
enough pens, pencils, toothbrushes and toothpaste, soap
and flannels to help fill at least twenty or more boxes. They also donated toys, bags, purses and over one hundred drawstring bags.
In addition, during the course of the year, they have made 150 multicoloured sheep for Eryl's Advent Pilgrimage, and twelve "fiddle mats"
and muffs have been donated to a local residential home.
Next year's sheep are already underway, so you can see that there
has been plenty of knitting and sewing done with a pleasant amount of
nattering by this admirable group of ladies.
We congratulate the Knit and Natter group for giving so generously of
their time and gifts to this worthwhile cause.

Dial-a-Prayer
They have Dial-aPrayer for atheists now.
You ring this number,
and it rings and rings, but nobody
answers.

This curious business of
raising children
You spend the first two years of
their life teaching them to walk and
talk. Then you spend the next sixteen telling them to sit down and
shut up
7

Andy’s @ 4
Come and join us for our monthly
informal service for all the family

January 14th
at St Andrews church, Chippenham
Stories - songs- prayers - refreshments

For more information phone

01249 651565

STARS
th

January 6 is the
Feast of Epiphany, the day when
we remember the
wise men that followed the star to
where it rested
over the stable at
Bethlehem.
Every Christmas we sing about the
Three Kings but we don’t really
know whether they were kings, or
even that there were three of them.
The Bible just says ‘Wise Men’; you
can check the details in St. Matthews Gospel, chapter 2.
We do know that they brought with
them very expensive gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. Traditionally these gifts had a special meaning:
Gold is for a King, frankincense
(sweet smelling incense) for God
and myrrh (a spice used to prepare
bodies for burial) for mortal men.
Not the usual gifts people give to a
small baby but these gifts represent
what Jesus was and would be.
8

WHICH RULER?
Quite a few king and queens are
mentioned in the Bible. Do you know
which one is …….
 the title of the Egyptian ruler who
argued with Moses?
 the queen who visited King Solomon?
 the shepherd boy who became
king and wrote psalms?
 Was king at the time that Jesus
was born?
 A queen who came from Phoenicia, worshipped idols and fed
hundreds of pagan prophets of
Baal at her table?
 The Roman Emperor mentioned
in Acts?
 A queen who has a whole book
of the Bible that tells her story?
Answers on Page 20

Sunday Club Diary
14th January
28th January
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January Crossword
the fields near by, keeping watch
over their — at night’ (Luke 2:8)
(6)
5 United Society for Christian
Literature (1,1,1,1)
6 ‘If he refuses to listen even to
the church, treat him as you
would — — or a tax collector’ (Matthew 18:17) (1,5)
7 Where Paul was taken when
things became difficult for him in
Berea (Acts 17:15) (6)
12 Istituto per le Opere di Religione (Vatican Bank) (1,1,1)
14 ‘Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new — ; the old
has gone, the new has come!’ (2
Corinthians 5:17) (8)
15 Used to colour ram skins red
for use in the tabernacle (Exodus
Across
25:5) (3)
8 How the Abyss (NIV) is described in
16 Vat car (anag.) (6)
the Authorized Version (Revelation 9:1) 17 ‘Be joyful — — , patient in affliction,
(10,3)
faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (6)
9 Frozen water (Ezekiel 1:22) (3)
18 ‘The parts that are unpresentable are
10 The Ten Commandments (9)
treated with special modesty, while our
11 In Roman Catholic theology, neither
presentable parts — — special treatheaven nor hell (5)
ment’ (1 Corinthians 12:23) (4,2)
13 Des cons (anag.) (7)
20 Ancient rowing boat (Isaiah 33:21)
16 ‘Though [your sins] are red as — ,
(6)
they shall be like wool’ (Isaiah 1:18) (7) 21 Say again (2 Corinthians 11:16) (6)
19 Keen (Romans 1:15) (5)
23 What Jesus did in the synagogue in
22 Repugnant, loathsome (Jeremiah 24:9) Nazareth after he stood up (Luke 4:16)
(9)
(4)
24 Drink like an animal (Judges 7:5) (3)
Answers on Page 20
25 First and last (Revelation 22:13)
(5,3,5)
Down
1 Father of Ahi, a Gadite (1 Chronicles
5:15) (6)
2 Where David found the stone with
which he killed Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40)
(6)
3 ‘Hour by hour fresh lips are making thy
— doings heard on high’ (8)
4 ‘And there were shepherds living out in
10

St. Andrew’s
Coffee Shop
Wednesday Mornings
from 9.30 a.m. in Church

Talk, Friendship, Refreshment

‘CINDERELLA – THE OPERA!’
Traditional seasonal entertainment with a twist;
this might be Cinderella, but not quite as you
know it.

SHOESTRING OPERA
performs Rossini’s version, sung in Italian with
English narration.
WHEN:

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6th, 2018, AT 5PM (finish by 7pm)

WHERE: ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, MARKET PLACE,
CHIPPENHAM, SN15 3HT
TICKETS:
In advance online from www.ticketsource.co.uk/date/422162:
£11.50with concessions (no booking fee)
On the door: £13 with concessions
All tickets include a glass of wine or a soft drink

MORE INFO? Details on our Facebook page; find us
@operashoestring.uk
Or email dianabickley@aol.com

WHAT NEXT?
•
Take advantage of our reasonable prices (cheaper
than most shows in Bristol, Bath or Birmingham)
•
Tell your friends. Get them to come along, too, especially if they are opera virgins as this is a particularly
good introduction to the genre: short and sweet, performed by the highly talented Shoestring Opera, accompanied and directed by Diana Bickley.
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Doorway
Each year, St. Andrew’s gives 10% of regular giving to a
range of local and international charities as chosen by the
PCC.
During the coming months we plan to feature a brief profile
of the charities we have supported. In 2017, St. Andrew’s
donated £500 to Doorway.
Doorway is a charity drop-in centre for those
who are homeless, sofa surfing or who have
complex issues that might affect their ability
to acquire and / or sustain tenancy
We believe that homeless and marginalised
adults are capable of change and will only
achieve their full potential when offered a
safe, supportive, empowering and nonjudgemental environment which will help
reverse the downward spiral of homelessness.
We use a definition of homelessness based
on our experience and the research of other
organisations.
Single people aged 16+ who are:
• Literally without a roof, or
• Threatened with homelessness, or
• Without accommodation which they have an exclusive right to occupy
(e.g. living in a B&B or hostel or staying with friends – ‘sofa-surfing’), or
• With a secure tenancy, but with a disability, illness, lifestyle or lack of
basic skills to manage their affairs which is likely to threaten their housing security.
As well as providing guests with everyday basics like freshly cooked food,
and laundry and shower facilities, we also offer a range of activities such as:
• music
• creative writing
12

•

art workshops
• indoor football
• IT training
• women’s group
These activities aim to build self esteem and teach new skills as a first step to
moving into work and sustaining a tenancy. St Andrews is a vital and constant support to Doorway. Knowing that Doorway has this support is key to
much of the work we try to do. Please continue to help us to support those
who are unable to support themselves.

Revelation Christian Resource Centre
Countdown to Closure


Trading normally to end of Christmas period



No sale or return facility offered after mid-December



No credit/account facility offered beyond Christmas



Big January Sale!



Final day of trading 31st January 2018

Put the kettle on!
Have a coffee. Seriously. It seems that
drinking three or four cups of coffee a day
may significantly cut the chances of your early death. There are even health benefits for
those who drink up to seven cups each day.
Recent research by the universities of Edinburgh and Southampton have found that coffee drinking can be linked with a lower risk of various cancers, and also
is beneficial with conditions including diabetes, gallstones, gout, depression and Parkinson’s disease. The only people coffee does NOT
suit are pregnant women.
Overall, there seems to be a 17 per cent reduction in the chances of dying for someone who drinks three cups of coffee a day, compared to
those who drink none.
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From the Registers
Holy Baptism
5

th

November
Hope Sofia Langley
‘Welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed you’
Romans 15.7

Christian Burial and Cremation
th

15 November
30th November

Denis Finbar O’Halloran
Ann Greenwood
‘I am the resurrection and the life’
St John 11.25

British want cathedrals and churches
protected for future generations, new poll
reveals
Castles, cathedrals and churches and
royal palaces are the historic buildings
that the British public think it is most
important to protect for future generations. These are the findings of a recent
opinion poll, carried out for the National
Churches Trust, by ComRes.
Out of ten key types of historic buildings, British adults are most likely to say that castles should be protected for future generations (34%). This is closely followed by cathedrals
and churches (20%) and royal palaces (18%). Other building types and
their ranking in the poll included country houses (4%), transport buildings and structures (4%) and government and civic buildings (3%).
Claire Walker, Chief Executive of the National Churches Trust,
said: “At the heart of communities in cities, towns and villages, cathedrals and churches are a treasure trove of architecture, history and
faith.”
With 42,000 church buildings, the United Kingdom’s religious heritage is a unique part of its national story, with 45% of all England's Grade I listed buildings cathedrals and churches.
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Diary for January
Saturday 6

5.00pm

Sunday 7

Epiphany

Cinderella, St. Andrew’s Church

8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
10.00 am All Age Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church
Monday 8

1.30 pm

St. Andrew’s Art Group

Tuesday 9

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

Sunday 14

Baptism of Christ
8.00 am
10.00 am
4.00 pm

Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church
Andys@4, St. Andrew’s Church

Tuesday 16

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

Sunday 21

Third Sunday after Epiphany
8.00 am
10.00 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm

Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
Family Worship, St. Andrew’s Church
Holy Communion, St. Andrew’s Church
Ministry of Healing, St. Andrew’s Church

Tuesday 23

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

Saturday 27

5.30 pm

Doorway Sleepout, St. Andrew’s Churchyard

Sunday 28

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
8.00 am
10.00 am

Tuesday 30

1.30 pm

Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church
Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

Did you know?.....







A hangover is the wrath of grapes.
When two egotists meet, it's an I for an I.
A bicycle can't stand on its own because it is two tired.
Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.
In democracy your vote counts. In feudalism your count votes.
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
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Diary of a Momentous Year:
January 1918: STALEMATE
In January 1918, my mother was working as a
telephonist in London. My father, whom she
had yet to meet, was somewhere on the Western Front in France serving in the Royal Army
Medical Corps as a stretcher-bearer. Decades
later they spoke of the helpless mood of people, as the War simply became a permanent
feature of life.
Whatever had happened to ‘over by Christmas’? The front line stayed
more or less where it had been for years. Yet week by week the official
Gazette published page upon page of British casualties. People at home
were still reeling from the appalling slaughter of the battle of Passchendaele. No one seemed to know what to do about it. Even the most gung
-ho generals had stopped thinking that the next great offensive would
defeat the German army and bring the war to an end. Food was becoming scarce, but hope was even scarcer – and that was as true for the enemy as for the Allies.
However, there were the Americans. They had arrived late in the War
(in April 1917), just a few months before Russia retired from it, battered and bruised and without huge swathes of its former territory. No
one was quite sure what the Americans would do, but in the first month
of 1918 – the 8th January, to be precise – Allied questions were dramatically answered. In a speech to Congress, President Woodrow Wilson
spelt out Fourteen Principles which America considered fundamental to
a peaceful solution of the seemingly endless war in Europe.
The ‘principles’ included several based on the those of the American
Constitution – democracy, freedom from oppression and selfdetermination. But he also raised issues of free trade between nations,
freedom of navigation and a requirement for an all-round and significant disarmament – ‘no more than is necessary for defence’. He
touched, too, on a contentious issue that is often overlooked in the
background of this war – competitive colonialism. Britain, Germany
and France all held large parts of Africa and defended their ‘right’ to do
so vigorously.
Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Principles certainly lifted many hearts in
16

Britain. At least someone in power was talking about peace-making
rather than victory. Governments were cautious, but an influential
voice had crossed the Atlantic. Was it possible that in these Principles
there was a key that might eventually unlock the Gate of Peace?
Canon David Winter

After Christmas…..
Our Christmas celebrations
are over. As we tidy up and
restore our homes to what
they were like before Christmas, we might look back at
our festivities and ponder on
what was so special about it.
Jesus made clear that He
came as light for the world.
He came to give life in all its
fullness. He came to show
God’s character—full of
love, compassion, forgiveness and mercy.
So if, as we put away our
Christmas decorations, we
think there is no more to be
said until next Christmas, we have missed out on a vital part of
the Christian message. For Jesus also said that we, His followers, were to be the light of the world…...’let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven’. (Matthew 5:14-16). We are now involved! Jesus calls us, as His disciples, to be like Him this coming year lights of hope, love, joy, healing and peace in a world that badly
needs it.
A song by Graham Kendrick, ‘Do Something Beautiful’, urges
us to: ‘Do something beautiful in the name of Jesus’, and ‘Go do
something Jesus would’. Now that’s a challenge for 2018!
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SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY NOTICE BOARD

First light
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning.
Lamentations 3:22-23

What do we think of as we
welcome the dawn of a new
year? A fresh start maybe?
A clean sheet - free of restraints and commitments?
A blank page to be written
in a different shade of ink
or a contrasting style? Perhaps we think of making
amends for our Christmas
excesses, our exuberant
merry-making, by engaging
in some well-meant resolutions: renewed discipline,
restrictions and reductions however unrealistic we often are (many the New
Year’s Day joggers and January teetotallers, few those who sustain
new habits beyond February.) Or it may be that the first days of a
new calendar present us with an unequalled opportunity to move beyond a period of Advent-tinged reflection into a time of action when
we take down the decorations, clear away the clutter, roll up our
sleeves and ‘get stuck into life’.
If the latter is your preferred approach and such action - the renewed
vigour of being and doing in 2018 necessitates the donning of gloves
- and in particular of rubber gloves, whether for washing up or gardening - then I bring you good tidings indeed: the fair trade stall at St
Andrew’s would be delighted to offer you the chance to purchase
your very own pair of fair trade rubber gloves from the Sri Lankan
cooperative Firstlight, so called because the farmers tap the rubber
trees in the very early morning in order to get the best yields, at a
time of day when I, for one, would still be deep in my slumbers.
18

Recent winners of a prestigious sustainability award - for their groundbreaking efforts to develop the world’s first ethical rubber gloves
sourced from smallholder farmers - the company offers us a heartwarming and reassuring story of the powers of perseverance. Starting
small is okay, they show us, because a small start allows for growth.
From just four farmers in 2007, Firstlight has grown consistently and
currently has a farmer base of 1,620. These farmers are ensured a fair
price for their field latex while also being provided with optimised
equipment; in addition all members receive training in tapping techniques and assistance in setting up rubber plant nurseries. The support
also extends to initiatives in health care, education and sanitation in order to improve the quality of life for young and old in the community.
Last but not least, Firstlight also offers counter-pressure to urbanisation
and deforestation; the rubber forests help to preserve air quality, conserve soil and regulate rainfall.
From the first light of 2018 then, I aim to remember: that it’s fine to
start small; it’s good to persevere; it’s apt to look for opportune - best
yield/kairos - moments; and it’s wise to trust afresh each morning in
God’s compassions.
Wishing you every blessing for January 2018!
Debbie Warren

JOHN RUTTER
CHORAL WORKSHOP
Bath Abbey
Saturday 20th January
2018
• Starts 10.00am; Expected to finish at 3.30pm
• Cost £20 to include music hire
• Tickets online from Bath Box Office:
https://bathboxoffice.org.uk/whatson
19

A New Year’s Challenge

The Peace of God

When we’re young time goes so
slow
But as we age time seems to fly,
Some things we should not leave
undone
And think we’ll do them bye and
bye.

When war did cease upon the earth,
The stars looked out, the heavens
rang,
The small Lord Jesus came to birth,
A lilt of peace His Mother sang.

The New Year now has shown its
face
And once again we’re given time
To speak about God’s saving
grace
And share the news of Love divine.
A harvest waits, the fields are
ripe
So many still to hear the call,
Can we be part of heaven’s plan?
The Father waits to welcome all.
By Megan Carter

A lilt of peace ‘mid snow-clad
sheen,
Goodness-peace, forgiveness of sin,
Confession-peace, penitent-clean,
Peace with God and the peace within.
Peace with God and goodwill to
men,
The peace of triumph on the Tree,
The rising peace that followed then,
The peace of God for you and me.
The peace of God, lake-waters by,
The peace of God, mist o’er the sea,
The peace of God, ascending high,
The peace of God, unceasingly.
Poems of the Western Highlanders

Life is what happens to you
when you are busy making other
plans.
John Lennon

Traditional upholstery done
to raise roof funds.
I use traditional materials - webbing,
hessian, scrim, horse hair and calico. Tacks not staples! I am prepared to supply all except the top
cover fabric.
For charges please contact me.
Angela Sammes (654608)
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BOOK CORNER
Paul and his Friends in Leadership how they changed the world
by Paul W. Barnett, BRF, £7.99

What was it about Paul that enabled him to achieve so
much? This book explores the apostle’s background,
personality, strategy and faith – and reveals a brilliant
strategist and highly effective team-builder.
‘Paul’s capacity to recruit and retain gifted and dedicated workers for his mission… has not been sufficiently
appreciated,’ writes Barnett. ‘He established a large
mission team of key men and women who helped write
his letters, deliver and explain his letters, and carry the
mission work forward on their own initiative.’
In his profiles of some 24 of Paul’s co-workers in the gospel, Barnett
gives a vivid sense of the church’s growth and the individuals and
households involved – their faithfulness, courage, loyalty and generous
hospitality – and draws contemporary lessons from their example.

This is My Body – a story of sickness and health
By Jennie Hogan, Canterbury Press, £12.99

Jennie Hogan, an Anglican priest, has a history of brain
injury and illness going back to childhood. In this gripping memoir, memories of the athletic, competitive and
fun-loving schoolgirl jostle alongside accounts of invasive emergency medical treatments and the long processes of recovery.
She reflects on what it means to live with uncertainty,
to become reconciled with a new identity, and how
trust and hope can be regained as a vocation flowers despite the odds.
Jennie draws on her experience and her beliefs to pose challenging
questions about our relationships with our bodies in an age that is obsessed with body image and physical perfection. She explores the nature of faith in times of crisis, the reality of pain and disability, and
what it means to be human and vulnerable, yet made in the image of
God.
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A Letter from Uncle Eustace
On what clergy do after Christmas
The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren,
I am glad you enjoyed your post-Christmas break from the parish, although a week of skiing in the Alps does seem a little excessive. In my
day, an extra hour in bed on Boxing Day was considered quite sufficient. Curates are clearly paid too much. While your week after Christmas was spent falling down mountains at excessive speeds, mine was
used with the traditional activity of making apologies.
Apologies are always sent out to all those ladies who had fur coats ruined by guttering candles at the Carol Service. But as I feel obliged to
point out, at least they were ruined with the best beeswax money can
buy. Had they attended Saint Agatha's, our next-door parish, they
would have been ruined by paraffin wax, which is most inferior.
A general apology was also necessary in the parish magazine. That our
thurifer was slightly over-zealous with the incense at the midnight Service was quite excusable at such an important Service; that the organist
improvised during Communion on the tune "Smoke gets in your Eyes"
was not.
I also felt duty-bound to apologise to the landlord of the public house
which adjoins the church, as his customers were blocked in the pub car
park with cars of those attending our midnight Service. But since his
customers were obliged to stay in the pub for an extra two hours, he
asked if we could make the same mistake in future years. I also received several letters of thanks from those who were unable to return
home until the early hours. One even made a donation to the church in
appreciation.
Apologies were also made to the 8am Christmas morning congregation, the Service having been taken by Canon Rogers for the last 25
years. Now in his 97th year, he is becoming somewhat forgetful. Beginning the Service by wishing the congregation a very happy Easter was
not entirely helpful. I may have to think about finding him a replacement.
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My final apologies were given to Lady Duckworth who, having tumbrilled her returning children to church, discovered that strangers were
sitting in her pew. Since her family has sat there for the last 400 centuries, she has always assumed squatters’ rights, and so being obliged to
sit at the rear of a side aisle was not at all appreciated.
And so we both begin a new year, you exhilarated from a week's strenuous activity and me energised by knowing that I will not have to apologize to anyone about anything for another 12 months.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

The 1918 ‘Flu pandemic
As the anniversary of the end of the First World War approaches,
it is interesting to note that this was not responsible for the greatest loss of life in the last century. This ‘accolade’ belongs to the
1918 Flu Pandemic.
Known as the “greatest medical holocaust in history”, the worldwide flu pandemic that followed the
First World War started 100 years ago, and lasted
from January 1918 to December 1920.
Sometimes known as Spanish flu because it received greater publicity at first in that country, its
origins were unclear. At one time, it was thought to
have originated in Kansas among poultry and pigs,
but later a more virulent strain appeared simultaneously in France, Sierra Leone and Boston, Massachusetts.
Up to 20% of those infected died, as opposed to the
usual flu epidemic mortality rate of 0.1%. Unusually,
it killed mostly young adults and was widespread in summer and autumn.
“Virus” was a novel concept in 1918, and most of the world’s doctors assumed they were dealing with a bacterial disease. They had no vaccine, antiviral drugs or even antibiotics, which might have defeated the secondary bacterial infections that killed most victims.
The disease claimed between 50 and 100 million lives, or between 2.5% and
5% of the global population. (World War I killed about 18 million people, World
War II about 60 million.) It disappeared as suddenly as it arrived, possibly mutating into a less dangerous form of the virus.
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Thomas Hardy –
looking back 90 years
Poet and novelist Thomas Hardy died 90 years
ago this month, on 11th January 1928. He is
probably best known for the Wessex novels,
named after one of the kingdoms of AngloSaxon Britain and set largely in the Dorset area,
where he was born and where he died. But his
real talent was as a poet.
Hardy’s long career – he was born in 1840 –
spanned the Victorian and modern eras. He is
generally regarded as pessimistic and fatalistic, although in his youth
he had wanted to be a parson, and his biblical knowledge, expressed in
both his poetry and his novels, was exceptional. Although generally
regarded as an agnostic, he never stopped attending Anglican church
and taking Holy Communion.
His poetry was brilliant, employing the music of language to the full,
and often revealed an underlying hope – or at least the desire for it. In
The Darkling Thrush he writes of “some blessed Hope, whereof he
knew / And I was unaware”, and in The Oxen he concludes: “I should
go with him in the gloom, /Hoping it might be so.”
When Hardy died, his ashes were deposited in the Poets’ Corner of
Westminster Abbey. His heart was interred in the graveyard at Stinsford Church where his parents, grandparents, and his first wife were
buried.

BATHROOM & EN-SUITE INSTALLATIONS - SHOWERS & TILING
WATER SOFTENERS & SCALE INHIBITORS
For a local and reliable service call:
OFFICE 01249 661475
MOBILE 07810 717235
EMAIL enquiries@abcplumbing.info
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St Nicholas’ Church
Tytherton Lucas

Service Times at St Nicholas’
Care of the Church
7th

Jan 10.00 am Morning Service Rev. P.Tremelling Robbie Toomey

15

th

Jan

21

st

Jan 10.00 am Matins

28

th

Jan 8.30 am

8.30 am Holy Communion Rev. P. Tremelling Robbie Toomey
Rev. J. Bray

Robbie Toomey

Holy Communion Rev. R. Key

Robbie Toomey

All in the month of January
It was:
•

•

•

•

•

90 years ago, on 2nd Jan 1928 that the BBC radio broadcast its
first Daily Service – a 15 minute daily religious service. It is still
running today.
65 years ago, on 31st Jan to 1st Feb that the North Sea flood of
1953 took place. North-western Europe was hit by extensive
flooding when severe gales combined with a Spring tide. Several
thousand people were killed.
60 years ago, on 1st Jan 1958 that the European Economic Community (EEC) began operating. It was incorporated into the European Union (EU) in 1993 as the European Community (EC).
Also 60 years ago, on 1st Jan 1958 that Chinese leader Mao
Zedong announced the Great Leap Forward. It was a five-year
place to transform China from an agrarian economy into a sociality society via rapid industrialisation and collective farming.
Tens of millions died.
50 years ago, on 2nd Jan 1968 that South African cardiac surgeon
Christiaan Barnard performed the world’s second human heart
transplant. The patient lived for 19 months.
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Who’s Who
Parish Priest

Rod Key
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary’s Street, SN15 3JW
keychippenham@gmail.com
Lay Minister:
Eryl Spencer
Lay Minister:
Margaret Gubbins
Churchwardens:
Jenny Norris
George Silk
Deputy Churchwardens: Barry Hayward
Maurice Chadwick
mauricechadwick25@gmail.com

652788

651565
248757
444541
07815933676
653322

Organist & Music Leader: Paul Fortune
paulandmyra25@gmail.com

652643

Church Administrator:

Daphne Jefferies
daphnejefferies657@btinternet.com

659820

Head Server:

Michael Sammes

654608

Sacristan:
at St Nicholas’

Brian Elliott
Elizabeth Sexton

463230
660235

PCC Secretary:

Becky Harding
harding_rebecca@sky.com
Sheila Laurence

656440

PCC Treasurer:

Chris Norris
chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk

444541

Assistant Treasurer:

Norman Fox

661236

at St Nicholas’
Weekly Notice Sheet:

Mike Holtham
740657
Ros Harford
812190
Items to be with Ros by Wednesday evening

Care Group Co-ordinator:
Gift Aid Officer:
Giving Officer
Electoral Roll Officer:
Health & Safety Officer:

Eryl Spencer
Wendy Reeves
Ros Harford
Ros Harford
Daphne Jefferies
daphnejefferies657@btinternet.com

651565
650622
812190
812190
659820

Youth and Children:

Eryl Spencer

651565

Keith Larkin
Dorryta Hayward
Dick Spencer

449114
653322
651565

at St Nicholas’

740687

PCC Sub-Committees
Fabric Committee:
Social Events:
Social Responsibility:
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Bell-ringers:
Prayer Circle:
Mothers’ Union:

Caroline Emerson
Eryl Spencer
Margaret Gubbins

658708
651565
248757

Friends of St Andrew’s:
100 club:
Vineyard Card Sales:
Traidcraft:

Eileen Yates
Margaret Harrison
Keith Larkin
Debbie Warren
debbie@cdjm.co.uk

443952
652148
449114

Flower Arrangers:

Dorryta Hayward

653322

Coffee Shop
Co-ordinator:

Caroline Emerson

658708

Jenny Norris
magazine@standrewschippenham.org.uk
Sue Haslop

444541

Magazine Editor:
Magazine Distribution:

323765

REGULAR EVENTS (contacts above)

Sunday Club
Teaching/activities for Primary School children in the Hall, Sundays 9.50 am
Choir Practice
Friday, 7.30 pm
Bell ringing
Practice night: Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.00 pm in the Tower
Mothers’ Union
First Thursday in month, 2.30 pm in St. Andrew’s Lady Chapel
Coffee Shop
Wednesdays 9.30 am - 12.00 noon in St Andrew’s Church
Christian Meditation
Group
Thursdays 7.30 pm at 2 Baydon’s Lane
Contact Michael Sammes
654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947
with out of hours answering machine
For general enquiries e-mail:
office@standrewschippenham.org.uk

Mondays, 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.
to make arrangements for
Baptisms, Marriage, reading of
Banns, etc.
office@standrewschippenham.org.uk
Tuesdays, 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.
to book the Hall and church
(for concerts and events etc.)
contact@standrewschippenham.org.uk
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Church Services
at St Andrew’s Parish Church
Sundays
8.00 am

Holy Eucharist

10.00 am

1st Sunday All Age Eucharist (with baptisms)
2nd Sunday Parish Eucharist
3rd Sunday Family Worship ( followed by
a shortened Eucharist in the chancel at 11.15)
4th & 5th Sundays Parish Eucharist
(Sunday Club - see Andy’s & Nic’s page)

4.00 pm

Andys@4 (A Service for All the Family,
followed by refreshments - 2nd Sunday)

6.30 pm

Sung Evensong, Ministry of Healing and Celtic
Service
(3rd Sunday of the month, in 3 month rotation see Diary page)

Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday
8.30 am

Morning Prayer

Wednesday
8.00 am

Morning Prayer

Thursday
8.30 am

Holy Eucharist

at St Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
Sundays
8.30 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
3.00 pm
6.30 pm

Holy Communion (2nd & 4th Sundays)
Morning Service (1st Sundays)
Matins (3rd Sundays)
Evensong (5th Sunday – Winter months)
Evensong (5th Sunday – Summer months)
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