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It’s Christmas-time Again
Dr Who couldn’t have put it better when he
said, “People think of time as a straight line,
but actually it’s more of a wibbly-wobbly,
timey-wimey kind of thing.” I’m sure you’d
agree that he made the whole thing much
clearer!
Time is the one thing we never really question, unless scientists force us into a corner. An hour is an
hour and a day is a day, and one just keeps on following after
another. Until someone sent a wristwatch hurtling into space
and it came back all wrong – and proved Einstein’s crazy theories to be right. Time can be squashed, stretched (and for all
I know, bent double). Life just ain’t as simple as it used to be.
Actually, any child could have told the Doctor that time is
wibbly-wobbly. Just compare an hour sitting waiting before a
party begins with an hour at the party itself. One drags on forever, the other is gone in a flash.
But as Christians, we’re asked to take on board an even more
momentous reality.
Time doesn’t really exist.
Well, at least, it only exists as a part of this physical universe.
Same as mass and weight, length, depth and height – they’re
all going to be rolled up and chucked away eventually. It’s
pretty hard even to imagine what life will be like when time
doesn’t exist. We’re actually a bit too enslaved to “universe
time”, but the time that we need to get to grips with is “Godtime”, which is an entirely different thing.
In “God-time” everything has happened, is happening and
will happen all in the same instant. Try getting your head
around that!
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But Christmas is a great example of “God-time”. Jesus’ birth
happened in history, in a manger, in Bethlehem, in the year
something or other. But equally it has always happened, is
happening and will always happen, because it is the “Godwith-us” event. Jesus really can be “born in us today”; he really has been ready to be born, since before the beginning of
(universe) time. He really will return at the end of time, to be
“God-with-us” forever.
Which means that actually, it’s always Christmas, and it always will be.
Have a good one.
Rod

Church of England Attendance
Recently released statistics show that the ‘worshipping community’ of the
Church of England, a measure of the number of people who come to church
once a month or more, stood at 1.1 million, of whom 20% were under 18
years old. On average, 930,000 people (86% adults, 14% children under 16)
attended church services each week in October 2016. (This figure includes
mid-week services). A further 180,000 children and adults attended services
for schools in churches each week, a rise of 6.2% on last year.
Christmas attendance – on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day - rose by 1.4% in
2016 to 2.6 million. During Advent, the season before Christmas, 2.5 million
people attended special services for the congregation and local community,
and 2.8 million people attended special services for civic organisations and
schools.

Carols around the Piano
Thursday 7th December
7.30pm
Please come and join us
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Worth
To be mindful of those who
suffer mental Illness, we pray
for Joel who wrote this poem:

It's hard sometimes to say exactly
what I'm worth.
Sometimes even harder dealing
with the hurt.
To feel like no one's there during
all my pain.
I have nothing left to lose and
nothing left to gain.
I struggle through the days, with
no one at my side,
To find some sort of worth, to
save a little pride.
But all my days are dark, stormy,
cold and gray,
And emptiness keeps growing as
I slowly fade away.
I have no effort left to put into
this life,
No helping hand behind me to
pull me to the light.
So once again I ask, before I
leave this Earth,
Tell me, if you care, exactly what
I'm worth.
© Joel
Published: September 2016

Forthcoming Events
Wednesday 6th December 2.00pm
MU Advent Service, Corsham
followed by a cup of tea
Thursday 7th December 12 noon
MU Pre-Christmas lunch,
North Wilts Bowls club

Turkey
It was Christmas Eve in a supermarket and a woman was anxiously picking over the last few
remaining turkeys in the hope of
finding a large one.
In desperation, she called over a
shop assistant and said ‘Excuse
me. Do these turkeys get any
bigger?’
He patiently replied: ‘No, sorry,
they’re all dead.’

St Andrew’s 100 Club
The winning numbers in November
were 62 (£100) 9 (£40) 39 (£25)
The next draw will be on
Wednesday 6th December
St Andrew’s Coffee Shop
Margaret Harrison (01249 652148)
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Expecting Perfection Revd. Kat Campion-Spall
In her latest blog,
Revd Kat Campion-Spall, Associate Vicar
of St Mary Redcliffe Church,
Bristol, thinks about how we
aim for perfection.
“This is the final – we’re expecting nothing short of perfection.”
Whether it’s about earning a Hollywood Handshake for the perfect Bake-Off technical challenge, or the
elusive 40 points for the perfect Strictly Paso Doble, we are captivated
when the stakes are high and the competition is fierce.
But when else do we expect perfection, or feel it is expected of us?
Sometimes when life isn’t going so well – and even when it’s going just
fine – the social media background of other people’s seemingly perfect
holidays, homes, social lives, families, fitness regimes, hair and so on
can be quite intimidating. And although we know that they are just
showing us the edited highlights of their lives, just the good stuff, still
it’s sometimes hard not to feel like a failure, or not to punish ourselves,
for not being perfect.
Jesus says two things in Matthew’s gospel about how to be perfect.
Neither of them have anything to do with how we look, what kitchen
appliances we possess, or where we go on holiday. Both are about
generosity. The first teaching on being perfect is “love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you,” (Matthew 5.44); the second,
“go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me” (Matthew 19.21).
Doing either of these is surely harder than producing the perfect
Pastéis de Nata or getting a 10 from Craig Revel Horwood for your
Rhumba. But, thank God, it’s not a competition. If we open our hearts
and our lives to the people around us, and see them as neighbours not
rivals, we are on the way to perfection.
6

Laurieston House
Care Home and Supported
living bungalows
Day Care Provided,
Hours to suit the individual
78, Bristol Road, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 1NS
01249 444722
Office 01249 655975
E-mail jenniferjobbins@btinternet.com
Proprieter/manager: Jenny Jobbins

A Christmas Carol
Sunday 3rd December 2017
St. Andrew’s Church, Chippenham
Critically acclaimed Split Second Productions present a magical and enchanting re-telling of Charles Dickens' classic tale,
'A Christmas Carol'.
This charming, family-friendly production promises to fill
you up to the brim with Christmas spirit.
Tickets: £10 (concession) £15 (adult)
7.30pm start time (doors open 7pm)
Tickets at www.splitsecondproductions.com
7

Andy’s @ 4
Come and join us for our monthly
informal service for all the family

December 10th
at St Andrews church, Chippenham
Stories - songs- prayers - refreshments

For more information phone

01249 651565

CHRISTMAS CARDS
Time to write your Christmas cards
again – what designs have you
picked to send this year? Are they
religious ones?
Look in the shops at all the different
designs, traditional and modern. Traditional religious cards have usually
included the nativity – Mary, Joseph
and the baby Jesus. But what else
would you count as religious? The
Three Kings? The Bible doesn’t say
they were kings, or that there were
three; just that they were Wise Men,
who travelled far to bring special gifts
for the baby Jesus.
Do you know why
there are so many
robins on Christmas cards? The
first postmen in
Victorian
times
wore red and were called robins, so
robins were shown as delivering
cards.
Whatever kind of card you send this
year, be sure to include a kind message with love for your friends. Our
love is a tiny echo of God’s love for
all the world.
8

CHRISTMAS BEADS

A nice present to make for someone you love. Cut strips of paper
out of Christmas wrapping paper.
Each strip 6" (15 cm) long and
3/4" (2 cm) at the widest part. Cut
these strips into long triangle
shapes so that the tip of the paper
is narrower than the base.
Put widest end of the paper strip
onto a knitting needle or pencil and
begin to wrap it round itself. When
you get close to the end, add a very
small dab of glue and press it down.
Slide the bead off the knitting needle. Repeat. Let the beads dry.
Thread the beads onto string or
yarn and then tie to make a necklace. You can also make longer
lengths into garlands to decorate
the Christmas tree.

Sunday Club Diary
10th December
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December Crossword
Down
1 …. and see that the Lord is good
(Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 The wicked man flees though no
one pursues, but the righteous
are as … as a lion (Proverbs 28:1)
(4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of
Parosh, who married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul
killed the rest of his family and
joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20)
(8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6
Offer
your bodies as living …. , holy
Across
and pleasing to God
1 Provisional meeting place of God and
(Romans 12:1) (10)
the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis
7 David’s third son, killed when his head 49:14) (10)
got caught in a tree during
12 One who accepts government by God
a battle with his father (2 Samuel
(8)
18:14,15) (7)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in
8 They ruled much of the west coast of
Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1)
South America in the 15th
(7)
and early 16th centuries (5)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John
10 Small deer of European and Asian
18:38) (6)
extraction (4)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8) 20 You are to give him the name Jesus,
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
because he will … his people
15 First World War heroine shot by the
from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4)
Germans in Brussels, Nurse
Edith …. (6)
17 Stormy (8)
Answers on Page 20
18 A bitter variety of this, together with
lamb and unleavened bread,
was the Passover menu for anyone unclean (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s
grace in his well-known hymn
(7)
Wednesday Mornings
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

St. Andrew’s
Coffee Shop

from 9.30 a.m. in Church

Talk, Friendship, Refreshment
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‘CINDERELLA – THE OPERA!’
Traditional seasonal entertainment with a twist;
this might be Cinderella, but not quite as you
know it.
SHOESTRING OPERA
performs Rossini’s version, sung in Italian with
English narration.
WHEN:

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6th, 2018, AT 5PM (finish by 7pm)

WHERE: ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, MARKET PLACE,
CHIPPENHAM, SN15 3HT
TICKETS:
In advance online from www.ticketsource.co.uk/date/422162:
£11.50with concessions (no booking fee)
On the door: £13 with concessions
All tickets include a glass of wine or a soft drink
MORE INFO? Details on our Facebook page; find us
@operashoestring.uk
Or email dianabickley@aol.com

WHAT NEXT?
•
Take advantage of our reasonable prices (cheaper
than most shows in Bristol, Bath or Birmingham)
•
Tell your friends. Get them to come along, too, especially if they are opera virgins as this is a particularly
good introduction to the genre: short and sweet, performed by the highly talented Shoestring Opera, accompanied and directed by Diana Bickley.
11

THE HEROINE OF CHRISTMAS
How often have you heard
the Christmas Story or seen a
Nativity Play - the romanticised, sanitized versions? We
go in wonder and see that special Baby Jesus, the beginning
of Christian Faith. We see the
stable animals, the shepherds
and the kings, but how often
do we consider the heroine of
this story - Mary. Do we ever try to enter her young life to experience
the reality of all she went through before and after Jesus was born?
Mary was probably only 12-13 years old when she was told by her
parents that they had arranged for her to be married to a man who was
certainly several years older than she was. She would not have had any
say in the matter. However, before the marriage arrangements with
Joseph had taken place, Mary, unexpectedly, found she was pregnant. To conceive a child out of wedlock was a terrible and shameful
matter in the times and community in which she lived. Her parents
would have been livid for she had brought shame upon their household
and family. Mary would have been full of fear that her community
might stone her to death or, at best, verbally abuse her and treat her as
an outcast. Her life was in ruins, her hopes for her future had been destroyed. Being a single mum in her world would have been lonely, dire
and extremely difficult. What a recipe for her own mental health to be
seriously affected. Is it possible that, for a moment, she may have contemplated trying to have the foetus she was carrying aborted? If she
had had those thoughts and gone ahead with the termination of her
pregnancy the massive influence on the world of the Life, Death and
Resurrection of Jesus would not have happened. Christmas would have
been aborted and so, almost certainly, would you and I.
An angel appeared to Mary telling her everything was alright and
that it was all part of God’s plan. He had placed the child into her
womb. But who else would have believed that story? Who had ever
heard of anyone else having received a visit or message from an angel? She would have been tormented and treated as if she were deranged if she said anything to anyone about it.
12

However, before she was showing too much, her distraught parents
(as often happened in my childhood days) sent her away from their
locality to go to stay with her cousin Elizabeth. Their daughter’s presence and ever-increasing bump would not then be in view
and cause them further embarrassment, reminding everyone of the
shame she had brought upon them.
Then the man she had been offered to, who in such circumstances
would normally have turned his back on the marriage arrangement,
received a message from God. Joseph must have been a very special
man for instead of rejecting Mary he rejected the convention of his
day. He quietly accepted the 12-13-year-old heavily pregnant girl (not
with his child) to be his wife. One of the first things they had to do
together was to make that long weary journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem.
Mary, her time of delivery very near, probably had to walk all the way
- the Gospel of Luke does not mention a donkey. Then the worry of
finding somewhere to stay in crowded Bethlehem. The fear and
pain experienced by Mary as contractions began - no bed, pleasant
room, midwife, paramedic or family to help her through the birth in a
place so far from home. How difficult was that birth?
The true heroine of Christmas
Did Mary really immediately realise and understand the significance of the child who was suckling at her breast? Did she really
know that she had given God the form of flesh and blood? That her
son, Jesus, would change the world for generations to come? She
would have loved and cherished her firstborn, but again found life to
be full of turmoil and strife. She and Joseph had to flee the country of
their birth and become refugees - without a roof over their heads, never knowing where they would sleep for the night or eat another meal,
or where they would eventually end up and what their future would
hold. Yes, Jesus was a refugee. He and Mary experienced a life that
countless thousands still endure each and every day. Would we, in
Britain, have taken them in?
Let us then always be thankful for all that that young slip of a girl
went through to give to us Jesus, whose birth we celebrate each
year. It is through him we now know the true nature of God.
Alan Scotford
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The Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan
Association of Change Ringers
Quarter Peals at St Andrew’s Church, Chippenham
Sunday, 15th October 2017
1260 Grandsire Triples
1 Joanna Wheatland
2 Debbie Stott
3 Morley Bray
4 Richard Iles

5 David Parks
6 Jenny Hancock
7 Julian Ferrar ©
8 Bob Mustow

For Evening service and as part of the G&B Assn Peal & QP Festival

From the Registers
Christian Burial and Cremation
26

th

October

Gwen Williams
‘I am the resurrection and the life’
St John 11.25

Christmas Services, St. Andrew’s Church
Sunday 24th December Christmas Eve
NO 8.00 am Service
10.00 am Said Eucharist with hymns

4.00 pm Children’s Crib service
7.00 pm Carol Service
11.00 pm Midnight Service

Monday 25th December Christmas Day
8.00 am Said Eucharist
10.00 am All Age Eucharist
14

Diary for December
Friday 1

Sunday 3

9.00 am
4.00 pm

Setting up of Crib Festival, St. Andrew’s Church
Crib Festival Judging, followed by mulled wine, mince
pies, St. Andrew’s Church
First Sunday of Advent
8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
10.00 am All Age Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church
10.00 am Patronal Festival Service, St. Nicholas Church
7.30 pm ‘A Christmas Carol’ production, St. Andrew’s Church

Monday 4

1.30 pm

St. Andrew’s Art Group

Tuesday 5

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

Wednesday 6 St. Nicholas, Bishop
Thursday 7

7.30 pm

Carols around the piano, St. Andrew’s Church

Sunday 10

Second Sunday of Advent
8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
10.00 am Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church
4.00 pm Andys@4, St. Andrew’s Church

Tuesday 12

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

Thursday 14

9.00 am

Abbeyfield School Carol Service, St. Andrew’s Church

Saturday 16

7.30 pm

Rotary Club Christmas Concert, St. Andrew’s Church

Sunday 17

Third Sunday of Advent
8.00 am
10.00 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm

Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
Family Worship, St. Andrew’s Church
Holy Communion, St. Andrew’s Church
Carol Service, St. Nicholas Church

Monday 18

6.00 pm

Charter School Carol Service, St. Andrew’s Church

Tuesday 19

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

6.00 pm

Kings Lodge School Carol Service, St. Andrew’s Church

Wednesday 20 1.00 pm

Monkton Park School Carols, St. Andrew’s Church

Christmas Services, St. Andrew’s: See Page opposite
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This Year’s Autumn Fayre: A Record!!
This year’s Autumn
Fayre raised more than
£5,000 for the first time
ever. It was well attended and everyone seemed
to be having a good
time.
Thanks to all those who
helped and supported
the Autumn Fayre in
any way. Your efforts
are very much appreciated. The £5,000.65
raised will be a valuable
contribution to the St.
Andrew’s Fabric Fund.
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St Andrew’s Christmas
Crib Festival
1st- 3rd December
Following the great success of last year,
we’re again inviting everyone to display any
unusual or imaginative nativity scenes you
may have at our second Crib Festival. Better
still, make a crib scene yourself – and you might win a prize! It could be
made of absolutely anything – matchsticks or boxes, beads or fondant
icing! As big or as little as you like.
Contact Liz Blum on 01249 652565 if you have a scene to display or
would like more details.
Setting up is on Friday 1st December from 9am and Judging will be at
4pm. There will then be mulled wine and mince pies till 6pm.
The festival continues from 10am till 5pm on Saturday 2nd and from 12
noon till 5pm on Sunday the 3rd. A great way to open the Christmas
season!

What is the Mothers’ Union?
We are WOMEN but not always (men belong as well); we are MARRIED but not always (some of us are single, widowed or divorced); we
are MOTHERS but not always (some of us do not have children); we
are members of the CofE but not always (some of us attend other
churches); we are not limited in our age range.
We usually meet MONTHLY (First Thursday, 2.30 pm) and SUPPORT
FAMILY LIFE - in the UK and Overseas; we SUPPORT our scheme for
holidays for those in need; we support our local CLERGY and CHURCHES and we regard PRAYER as a vital part of our lives.
For more information contact Margaret Gubbins 01249 248757
17

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY NOTICE BOARD

Let there be light!
The clocks have just changed as I write this; mornings will be lighter
but evenings will be drawing in as we approach Advent and the
Christmas season. In order to lighten our darkness – physically - we
have, of course, a number of relatively high-tech options: electric
lights (be they ceiling lights, spotlights or LED desk lamps) or torches
(perhaps battery-operated, perhaps solar-powered) but let us never
forget the humble but ever-beautiful candle giving us its characteristic glow of warmth and cosiness, that flickering little light which
threatens to go out but somehow keeps bravely burning. Similar, I
always feel, to my fragile faith - ever in need of nurturing.
Among our wonderful family of Traidcraft producers there are inevitably a fair number of skilled craft-workers who make candles and
tealight holders. With a little imagination - and why not after all? –
we can use the beautiful crafts they have made to
trace the Nativity story we hold so dear.
In order to mark the days until Christmas, there is a
striking Advent candle made by our Bangladeshi producers. We can find the star to guide us on our journey in the shape of the ceramic candle holders made
by our Thai producers; in the charming sets of candles in elephant designs we can find, perhaps, a reminder of the animals which accompanied and carried the wise men on their journey. Similarly, we can
find echoes of the gifts brought to the newborn king:
glittering gold in the shimmering tea light holders
made by our Indian producers, and fragrances in
both the Vietnamese cinnamon bark candle holders
or the lavender and vanilla scented candles in their
miniature clay pots handcrafted in the Dharavi slums
of Mumbai, India (helping to support street children
18

and Dalit people or untouchables).
Finally, if we allow ourselves to journey to an old cowshed deep in the
Malkerns Valley in Swaziland - perhaps not so dissimilar to that stable in
Bethlehem - we can find expert candle makers creating candles using the
ancient technique of millifiore: a skill perfected in Italy to create the
finest glass sculptures. This technique allows the glow of the candlelight to refract through the white wax to illuminate the vibrant design.
As the light of the Christ Child glows beyond the stable in Bethlehem,
so the light generated by these candles reaches out to the whole community in the Malkerns Valley. Here is just a little of the story of the
company Swazi Candles.
The high HIV infection rate in Swaziland - over one quarter of the population is infected - has led to what is known as the ‘missing generation’ with many people dying in their 30s and 40s and the responsibility of caring for their children falling to the wider family, such as
grandparents. Into this troubled darkness, there glows the flickering
light of Swazi Candles providing staff with access to an HIV counsellor
and help with saving for funeral costs alongside a garden where they
can grow vegetables.
Bernard, the manager, takes great care of his staff:
The staff and my personal family are the people I care most about. We
live together. I spend more time here than with my family at home.
And one of Bernard’s workforce, 24-year-old candle sculptor Bongi,
has this hope-filled message for us all:
One candle you buy, someone gets to smile. A single candle, a single
craft, anything that’s made, someone who made that actually made it
with his heart.
Let there be light indeed!
Debbie Warren
19

BOOK CORNER
25 Crafts for Christmas
by Christina Goodings, Samantha Meredith,
Lion Children’s £5.99
Here is a craft for every day of Advent. You can make
decorations, your own Christmas cards, and a variety
of gift boxes and trimmings.
Each activity is wonderfully simple with only a few
steps to each craft and will give satisfying results in
minutes - or hours can be whiled away with glittery
embellishments.

Hark! The biography of Christmas
By Paul Kerensa, Lion Hudson, £7.99
In this delightful sleigh ride through Christmas history, Paul Kerensa answers the festive questions you
never thought to ask… Did Cromwell help shape
the mince pie? Was St Nicholas the first to use an
automatic door? And did King Herod really have a
wife called Doris? Whether you mull on wine or
enjoy the biggest turkey, unwrap your story through
our twelve dates of Christmas past. From Roman revelry to singing
Bing, via Santa, Scrooge and a snoozing saviour, this timeless tale is
perfect trivia fodder for the Christmas dinner table.

Traditional upholstery done
to raise roof funds.
I use traditional materials - webbing,
hessian, scrim, horse hair and calico. Tacks not staples! I am prepared to supply all except the top
cover fabric.
For charges please contact me.
Angela Sammes (654608)
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Richard Parke’s Heating and Plumbing
As I am qualified by and registered with ‘GAS SAFE’ I am able to deal
with all work associated with Natural Gas, LPG and oil.
This includes:
 heating,
 plumbing,
 boiler installations, upgrades and services.

 Landlord certifications


and last, but not least, dripping taps and pipes

I work independently and will pleasantly discuss customer’s requirements.
I provide a fast and friendly service in Chippenham and district and
look forward to hearing from you.

Please contact me on 07910 859614.
21

A Letter from Uncle Eustace
On Keeping Warm in Church
The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren,
It was delightful to have a family from your church visiting ours last
week, but perhaps if it happens again, you may suggest a certain dress
code to them. That the man arrived without wearing a tie was probably
forgivable, but I do think you should have warned them about the temperature. Your church building may be warmer than a nursing home,
but the only time that hot air is blown over the heads of our congregation, is when the archdeacon preaches.
Thus, by early December, our congregation knows to come to church
equipped with overcoats, scarves, gloves and thermal socks. And the
Verger’s regular disappearance into the side chapel during Services
isn’t on urgent ecclesiastical business, but to warm himself up with copious swigs from his hip flask.
So, your poor visitors suffered from the cold. In fact, by the time of
the sermon, were they to have been laid horizontally, they would have
been indistinguishable from the marble effigies of the Earls of Stowe
lying in state in the north aisle. As they limped out at the end of the
Service, totally numb, my offer of a sherry at the Rectory was more
medicinal than social.
December is almost always the month when I gracefully concede defeat regarding the church boiler. True, the congregation has been dropping hints to me since Harvest about the autumnal nip in the air, or of
the flowers keeping well in church because it is cool there, or even the
slightly more pointed remark that it will soon be time for the heating to
be turned on. But all are studiously ignored. I live in an arctic 17th
century Rectory, and am hardened to it.
But when members of the congregation start arriving bearing travelling
rugs and flasks of hot tea, I begin to realise that the time approaches to
fire the boilers up. Then on the Sunday when Colonel Richards lights
up his primus stove next to him on the pew, I know it is appropriate to
announce that next Sunday the church will be heated – although
‘heated’ is rather more an aspiration than a reality.
22

Should any of our congregation be tempted to pay a visit to your own
church, I will tell them to dress for a Mediterranean August – although
the men will certainly wear a tie. One does have standards to maintain.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

23

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA

Compered by Amanda Parr (BBC Points West)

Saturday 16th December 2017
St. Andrew’s Church, Chippenham
7.30 pm
Tickets £10
Please call 07879 440064
All proceeds to support Rotary Club Charities
24

St Nicholas’ Church
Tytherton Lucas

Service Times at St Nicholas’
Care of the Church
3rd

Dec 10.00 am Patronal Festival Margaret Gubbins Petrina Drewitt
/Morning Service
to make Advent wreath

10th Dec

8.30 am Holy Communion Rev. P. Tremelling Petrina Drewitt

17th Dec

6.30 pm Carol Service*

25th Dec 10.00 am Christmas Day

Rev. D. Copeland All together to
decorate the
Church
Rev. P. Tremelling

Service
31

st

Dec

NO SERVICE

* After the Carol Service we are invited by Kim and Helen Stuckey to Westfield
House again for mulled wine and mince pies

Christmas presents
Catching her in the act, I confronted our three-year-old granddaughter.
‘Are you opening your little sister’s presents?’ I demanded. ‘No,’ she
innocently replied, ‘I'm just helping her learn to share.’

BATHROOM & EN-SUITE INSTALLATIONS - SHOWERS & TILING
WATER SOFTENERS & SCALE INHIBITORS
For a local and reliable service call:
OFFICE 01249 661475
MOBILE 07810 717235
EMAIL enquiries@abcplumbing.info

WEBSITE www.abcplumbing.info
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Who’s Who
Parish Priest

Rod Key
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary’s Street, SN15 3JW
keychippenham@gmail.com
Lay Minister:
Eryl Spencer
Lay Minister:
Margaret Gubbins
Churchwardens:
Jenny Norris
George Silk
Deputy Churchwardens: Barry Hayward
Maurice Chadwick
mauricechadwick25@gmail.com

652788

651565
248757
444541
07815933676
653322

Organist & Music Leader: Paul Fortune
paulandmyra25@gmail.com

652643

Church Administrator:

Daphne Jefferies
daphnejefferies657@btinternet.com

659820

Head Server:

Michael Sammes

654608

Sacristan:
at St Nicholas’

Brian Elliott
Elizabeth Sexton

463230
660235

PCC Secretary:

Becky Harding
harding_rebecca@sky.com
Sheila Laurence

656440

PCC Treasurer:

Chris Norris
chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk

444541

Assistant Treasurer:

Norman Fox

661236

at St Nicholas’
Weekly Notice Sheet:

Mike Holtham
740657
Ros Harford
812190
Items to be with Ros by Wednesday evening

Care Group Co-ordinator:
Gift Aid Officer:
Giving Officer
Electoral Roll Officer:
Health & Safety Officer:

Eryl Spencer
Wendy Reeves
Ros Harford
Ros Harford
Daphne Jefferies
daphnejefferies657@btinternet.com

651565
650622
812190
812190
659820

Youth and Children:

Eryl Spencer

651565

Keith Larkin
Dorryta Hayward
Dick Spencer

449114
653322
651565

at St Nicholas’

740687

PCC Sub-Committees
Fabric Committee:
Social Events:
Social Responsibility:
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Bell-ringers:
Prayer Circle:
Mothers’ Union:

Caroline Emerson
Eryl Spencer
Margaret Gubbins

658708
651565
248757

Friends of St Andrew’s:
100 club:
Vineyard Card Sales:
Traidcraft:

Eileen Yates
Margaret Harrison
Keith Larkin
Debbie Warren
debbie@cdjm.co.uk

443952
652148
449114

Flower Arrangers:

Dorryta Hayward

653322

Coffee Shop
Co-ordinator:

Liz Fox

661236

Jenny Norris
magazine@standrewschippenham.org.uk
Sue Haslop

444541

Magazine Editor:
Magazine Distribution:

323765

REGULAR EVENTS (contacts above)

Sunday Club
Teaching/activities for Primary School children in the Hall, Sundays 9.50 am
Choir Practice
Friday, 7.30 pm
Bell ringing
Practice night: Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.00 pm in the Tower
Mothers’ Union
First Thursday in month, 2.30 pm in St. Andrew’s Lady Chapel
Coffee Shop
Wednesdays 9.30 am - 12.00 noon in St Andrew’s Church
Christian Meditation
Group
Thursdays 7.30 pm at 2 Baydon’s Lane
Contact Michael Sammes
654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947
with out of hours answering machine
For general enquiries e-mail:
office@standrewschippenham.org.uk

Mondays, 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.
to make arrangements for
Baptisms, Marriage, reading of
Banns, etc.
office@standrewschippenham.org.uk
Tuesdays, 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.
to book the Hall and church
(for concerts and events etc.)
contact@standrewschippenham.org.uk
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Church Services
at St Andrew’s Parish Church
Sundays
8.00 am

Holy Eucharist

10.00 am

1st Sunday All Age Eucharist (with baptisms)
2nd Sunday Parish Eucharist
3rd Sunday A Service for All ( followed by
a shortened Eucharist in the chancel at 11.15)
4th & 5th Sundays Parish Eucharist
(Sunday Club - see Andy’s & Nic’s page)

4.00 pm

Andys@4 (A Service for All the Family,
followed by refreshments - 2nd Sunday)

6.30 pm

Sung Evensong, Ministry of Healing and Celtic
Service
(3rd Sunday of the month, in 3 month rotation see Diary page)

Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday
8.30 am

Morning Prayer

Wednesday
8.00 am

Morning Prayer

Thursday
8.30 am

Holy Eucharist

at St Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
Sundays
8.30 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
3.00 pm
6.30 pm

Holy Communion (2nd & 4th Sundays)
Morning Service (1st Sundays)
Matins (3rd Sundays)
Evensong (5th Sunday – Winter months)
Evensong (5th Sunday – Summer months)
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