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St Andrew’s Lent Course 2017
“Rev”
Good News

in a World of Struggle
Ever since I saw the very powerful last episode of the BBC’s brilliant comedy, “Rev.”, I’ve wanted to use it in some way to spark
discussion and reflection for Christians – to show that we face the
real issues of life with our eyes wide open. Jeremy Bray thankfully has the technical skill I lack, and can produce five excerpts
from particularly poignant storylines to start us off on what I’m
sure will be a challenging (and I hope will be a stimulating) Lent
Course.
If you know the series, you’ll know that it’s wonderfully funny,
but also that it doesn’t pull any punches – dealing with failure and
alienation, the struggles of faith and morality, sexuality and materialism, as well as many of the present problems of the Church of
England! The problem is not how to fill a five-week course, but
having to leave so much good stuff out to keep it to the season of
Lent!
The story speaks to people well beyond the circles of the church
because we get alongside Rev Alan Smallbone and Alex, his wife,
in their inner-city parish, and begin by wondering why on earth
such a nice, well-meaning couple would put up with such an awful and unrewarding job. Surely stacking shelves in Tesco would
be a better option! But gradually we see how their commitment to
faith, hope and love can create moments of transforming joy in
the midst of misery, and we start to recognise that there’s more to
this Christianity business than leaky buildings and difficult parishioners!
Do consider joining one of our Lent groups this year to find out
why “Rev.” is so addictive
Rod
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Canon David Winter:

The Way I See It :

Lent and true self denial
The whole of this month is Lent – bad news for
smokers desperately waiting for Easter so that
they can get at the fags again; but for those who
take self-discipline seriously, it’s a reminder that Christianity isn’t a
short-term option. Among the harder sayings of Jesus was this one: ‘If
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take
up their cross and follow me’.
The phrase ‘deny themselves’ is the challenge of Lent, and the origin of
the idea that for those six weeks we ‘give up’ something. Once upon a
time it was meat; nowadays it’s more often something that we know is
damaging to our health or well-being. Neither option really meets the
demands of ‘self-denial’. Jesus was certainly not thinking of dieting or
giving up luxuries. For one thing He and His followers were known to
enjoy their food and drink (and were criticised for it!). They knew
about fasting as a religious discipline, because at specified times it was
part of their Jewish faith – a discipline, but not ‘self-denial’.
For Jesus, self-denial is a total mental attitude. It’s not self-loathing or
seeing ourselves as valueless. We are made in God’s image and of infinite value to Him. Jesus demonstrated true self-denial in the Garden of
Gethsemane, when He
simply prayed ‘Not my
will, but yours, be
done’. ‘Me first’,
‘looking after Number
One’, is selfindulgence. Self-denial
is its precise opposite.
Oddly enough, putting
God’s will before our
own seems to make for
happiness, not misery –
even in Lent.
4

Prize Money for St. Andrew’s
100 Club is increased!
With effect from 1st March 2017 the prizes for the St. Andrew’s 100 Club will be
£100, £40 and £20 (compared with £100,
£25 and £10 previously. )
Would you like to be in with a chance of
winning one of these prizes each month?
Then join the St. Andrew’s 100 Club and
help to maintain the fabric of our historic
church at the same time.
The draw takes place on the first Wednesday of the month at 11.00 am
during St. Andrew’s coffee shop.
To subscribe for a year costs £60 for one number (£5 per draw). This
can be paid by standing order or cash/cheque in one or two instalments.
(Second payment due in August.).
If you are interested, please contact Margaret Harrison
(01249 652148) for further details.
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AN EASTER CHALLENGE
Easter is all about Sacrifice
and New Life, not just for
Easter but for all of
life.
As we witness the sacrifice
of Jesus upon the Cross and
the promise and hope of new
life because of His resurrection perhaps we too might
consider whether there are
sacrifices we could make in
our own lives? We might
then be able to bring new life in diverse ways to those in our world who
have little in the way of a worthwhile life or any hope for tomorrow. Could we make an Easter Resolution and join those Christians
who already try to “live more simply so that others in our world may
simply live”? Doing so by making one or more small sacrifices in our
own comfortable life style and then sharing the resources we shall save
with those who do have very real needs.
Here are just a few examples of how you might begin:

If you consume just one less packet of biscuits or bar of chocolate each week over a year £20-£25 would be available to
share, plus a possible reduction in your weight and cholesterol;
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How about reducing your intake of alcohol by a bottle of wine
or a pint of beer each month - probably equivalent to £40£50p.a.;



Do you really need that all singing and dancing telephone and
contract and could easily get by in life with a more simple device and cheaper contract? Maybe another £150-£200 would
remain in your bank account until you share it;



Do you spend a couple of pounds each week on magazines and
newspapers that you only glance through?;



How about saving money and the environment by walking or
using your bus pass instead of the car? The saving could exceed £200p.a.

You see what I mean? The possibilities of living much more simply
are endless. How about giving it a go? You might even find that the
quality of your own life improves.
It is, of course, up to you to decide how and where to give away and
share what you have saved as a result of your little, or maybe larger,
sacrifices. There are many charities and organisations out there who
will effectively channel your gifts of love to make a real difference to
those in our world who today have very little in life, often with desperate needs. Please therefore be a little bit like God and be prepared to
make some sacrifice so that others may also have new life. Such action may then answer some of the prayers that you currently have been
praying.
Alan Scotford,
Chippenham

ELECTORAL ROLL
REVISION
The Electoral Roll has to be REVISED as usual in time for the
Parish AGM on Tuesday 25th
April 2017. Revision of the Roll
will commence on 12th March.
Anyone wishing to stand for
election to the PCC or as a sidesperson, or to vote at the meeting
if not resident in the Parish, must
be entered on the Roll. If you
wish to stand for election or vote
and are not currently on the roll,
forms will be available at the
back of Church or from Ros Harford, Electoral Roll Officer (Tel:
01249-812190).
(To check if your name is on the
Electoral Roll, there will be a
copy on the Church notice
board).

Spring
Another winter finished;
Our hearts are full of joy!
The icy frosts diminish
And summer sun’s ahoy!
Last summer seems so distant
The autumn leaves long gone;
But now, each passing instant
Is full of sunny song.
The seasons flow reminds us –
The climbing, sinking sun;
That death’s dread cords won’t
bind us
Our time with Christ will come!
Nigel Beeton

Coming and going

Your child has started growing
up when he stops asking you
where he came from, and starts
refusing to tell you where he's
going!!
7

Andy’s @ 4
Come and join us for our monthly
informal service for all the family

March 12th
at St Andrews church, Chippenham
Stories - songs- prayers - refreshments

For more information phone

01249 651565

SAFELY HOME
MAD MARCH GALES

Can you find your way home
through the maze of streets?

The month of March has a reputation for a wild and blustery start but
usually changes to much milder
weather before it ends … as the old
saying goes `March comes in like a
lion and goes out like a lamb’.
People’s homes are flooded or big
trees uprooted in high winds. Even if
it doesn’t happen to us we see the
pictures of other people’s suffering
in the media.
There was a time when Jesus’
friends were frightened because a
fierce storm blew up while they were
fishing. The disciples thought their
boat was going to sink and they
were very frightened. You can read
about it in St Mark’s Gospel, chapter
4, verses 35-39.

I get frightened when the wind blows
so hard that the trees bend and the
lights flicker but then I remember
that Jesus is with us all the time.
Just as He was with the disciples in
the boat, He is with us when we are
afraid. Jesus gives us hope, courage and strength.
8

What did the north wind say to
the east wind?
Let’s play draughts
How easy is it for wind gusts to
talk to each other?
It is a breeze.

Sunday Club Diary
12th March
29th March
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March Crossword
28 Abraham’s brother (Genesis
22:23) (5)
29 ‘When Mordecai learned of
— that had been — , he tore his
clothes’ (Esther 4:1) (3,4)
30 Sympathetic (Proverbs
11:16) (4-7)

Across
1 These letters come between Romans
and Galatians (11)
9 ‘You will not — me to the
grave’ (Psalm 16:10) (7)
10 King of Moab to whom the Israelites
were subject for 18 years (Judges 3:14)
(5)
11 Town possessing mineral spring (3)
13 Mede (anag.) (4)
16 High-fidelity (abbrev.) (4)
17 He succeeded his father Rehoboam as
king of Judah (1 Kings 14:31) (6)
18 A son of Simeon (Genesis 46:10) (4)
20 Controversial religious book of the
1970s, The — of God Incarnate (4)
21 ‘He has received from the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out
what you — — and hear’ (Acts 2:33)
(3,3)
22 ‘You — me together in my mother’s
womb’ (Psalm 139:13) (4)
23 Edit (anag.) (4)
25 ‘Who has believed our message and to
whom has the — of the Lord been revealed?’ (Isaiah 53:1) (3)
10

Down
2 ‘That was why his parents
said, “He is — —; ask
him”’ (John 9:23) (2,3)
3 Integrated Services Digital
Network (1,1,1,1) 4
4 ‘Saul has slain his thousands,
and David his — of thousands’ (1 Samuel 18:7) (4)
5 Concept (John 8:14) (4)
6 ‘Do we, then, — the law by
this faith? Not at all! Rather, we
uphold the law’ (Romans 3:31) (7)
7 Industrious (2 Timothy 2:6) (11)
8 ‘I pray also that the eyes of your heart
may be — in order that you may know
the hope to which he has called you
(Ephesians 1:18) (11)
12 ‘Out of the same mouth come — and
cursing’ (James 3:10) (6)
14 This was how many of the Jewish
leaders described Jesus (John 10:20) (3)
15 Vitality (Job 20:11) (6)
19 He urged David to kill Saul at Hakilah
(1 Samuel 26:8) (7)
20 ‘So for a whole year Barnabas and
Saul — with the church and taught great
numbers of people’ (Acts 11:26) (3)
24 ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the
Lord — — ’ (Deuteronomy 6:4) (2,3)
25 Parched (Matthew 12:43) (4)
26 ‘In the image of God he created him;
— and female he created them’ (Genesis
1:27) (4)
27 Disparagement (Psalm 15:3) (4)
Answers on Page 19

The Friends of St Andrew’s
And Mothers Union Summer Trip
27th July 2017
A Coach outing to
Tewkesbury Abbey is
in the planning for
Thursday 27th July
2017. Leaving Chippenham at 9.30 am @
Morrisons, and leaving
Tewkesbury @ 4.30
pm/5 pm.
A guided tour of the
Abbey has been booked
for 1.30 pm, so plenty
of time to explore Tewkesbury, have a coffee and a lunch beforehand.
12th
Century
Tewkesbury Abbey
has a fine Norman
Tower, and stunning stained glass
windows and lots of
history.
If you wish you can
have a stroll along
the banks of the
River Severn or
even take a boat trip
along the River
Avon.
The exact cost will depend on numbers, but it is estimated that it will
be in the region of £25 which will include the coach fare and the guided tour of the Abbey.
If you are interested in coming, there will be a sign-up board at the
back of church in March.
Ros Harford
(Tel: 812190)
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News from Bristol Diocese
Bishop of Bristol
announces
retirement
The Bishop of Bristol, the Rt Revd Mike Hill,
has announced his retirement with effect
from 30th September 2017.
Bishop Mike, who has been in the post since 2003, will end his time at
the Diocese with a special service at Bristol Cathedral.
Bishop Mike said that he had made the decision after he and his wife,
Anthea, had decided that the timing was right for him to retire.
He said: “I have loved my time in this Diocese and there are many people I shall deeply miss. Working with colleagues, both lay and ordained
has been a privilege and a gift.
“There will be many opportunities between now and 30th September to
say more, but my overwhelming sense is a deep gratitude for the privilege of serving amongst you all. Please pray for Anthea and me as we
prepare for this next phase of our lives.”
Bishop Mike’s final service will be at Bristol Cathedral on Saturday
23rd September at 3.30 pm. More details will follow nearer the time.

Richard Parke’s Heating and Plumbing
As I am qualified by and registered with ‘GAS SAFE’ I am able to deal with all
work associated with Natural Gas, LPG and oil.
This includes:
 heating,
 plumbing,
 boiler installations, upgrades and services.
 Landlord certifications
 and last, but not least, dripping taps and pipes
I work independently and will pleasantly discuss customer’s requirements.
I provide a fast and friendly service in Chippenham and district and look
forward to hearing from you.
Please contact me on 07910 859614.
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St Andrew’s Knitted Crib
8th Annual Advent Pilgrimage
This must have been the biggest and best thus far! Two
Crib sets allowed some 50
families to host a crib for one
night of Advent and this time,
thanks to Wendy Reeves’ gift
of a third set, adult households
were able to share the experience. A fourth set (yes, we
really do have four knitted
Cribs) spent most of Advent in Avon Court Care Home. 130 individual sheep were created this year – thanks to a dedicated band of knitters.
I think it best if I let the Crib journals speak for themselves.
An Acrostic verse from one of the child hosts:
At Christmas we love having the crib set!
Deciding where to put it!
Very colourful sheep!
Enormous flock!
Now which one shall we keep?
Thank you for the wonderful knitting and …
Merry Christmas everyone!
A poem or is it a song? - from an adult host
The Holy Family – Mary and Joseph,
Jesus, the precious babe in the manger,
Three Kings, two shepherds and an angel:
Wondrous messenger, blessed stranger,
A flock of sheep; thirteen in all,
Each to charm, delight, enthral.
God bless them as they bless our home!
God bless them as they onwards roam!
God bless the hands that will enfold them!
Bless the hearts which yearn to hold them!
Thank you to all of you who participated and please join us in 2017!
Eryl Spencer
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From the Registers
Christian Burial and Cremation
6

th

January

April Smith
‘I am the resurrection and the life’
St. John 11.25

The Ministry of Healing
will be offered at St Andrew’s on
Sunday 19th March

6.30 pm

Women’s World Day
of Prayer
3rd March 2017—Philippines
On Friday 3rd March over 5,000 services will be held in the British Isles
on the theme of ‘Am I Being Unfair to You?’ The Christian women of
the Philippines wrote the service and it has been translated into 1,000
different languages and dialects, to be used, throughout the whole
world, on that day, starting at sunrise over the island of Samoa and continuing until sunset off the coast of American Samoa.
In 2013, Typhoon Haiyan – named locally as
‘Yolanda’ – struck the Philippine islands in the
western Pacific Ocean. This is mentioned in the service but you will also hear the stories of a girl, a
mother and an older woman, recounting their situations and their hopes and fears.
The service focusses on the Bible story of the workers in the vineyard: Matthew 20 v 1-16. There is a
reflection on the artwork designed by Rowena
‘Apol’ Laxamana-Sta.Rosa. It is very thought provoking and illustrates contrasting scenes. Why not find out more about
the theme, the Philippines and the service? The Day of Prayer is not just
for women. Everyone is welcome to attend the service.
For more details, visit www.wwdp.org.uk
14

Diary for March
Wednesday 1 Ash Wednesday
12.15 pm Holy Communion, St. Andrew’s Church
7.30 pm Holy Communion, St. Andrew’s Church
Thursday 2

2.30 pm

MU Meeting, Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church

Friday 3

2.00 pm

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service,
St. Andrew’s Church

Sunday 5

First Sunday of Lent
8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
10.00 am Family Worship, St. Andrew’s Church
11.15 am Holy Communion, St. Andrew’s Church

Monday 6

1.30 pm

Tuesday 7
1.30 pm
Saturday 11 7.30 pm

St. Andrew’s Art Group, St. Andrew’s Church
Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church
North Wiltshire Orchestra Concert, St. Andrew’s Church

Sunday 12

Second Sunday of Lent
8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
10.00 am Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church
4.00 pm Andy’s @ 4, St. Andrew’s Church

Monday 13

1.30 pm

St. Andrew’s Art Group, St. Andrew’s Church

Tuesday 14

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

Sunday 19

Third Sunday of Lent
8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
10.00 am All Age Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church
6.30 pm Ministry of Healing, St. Andrew’s Church

Monday 20

1.30 pm

St. Andrew’s Art Group, St. Andrew’s Church

Tuesday 21

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church

Saturday 25

Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary
7.00 pm Opera Gala, Opera Sulis, St. Andrew’s Church

Sunday 26

Fourth Sunday of Lent, Mothering Sunday
8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church
10.00 am Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church

Monday 27

1.30 pm

St. Andrew’s Art Group, St. Andrew’s Church

Tuesday 28

1.30 pm

Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church
15

The man who brought us
Thomas the Tank Engine
A reluctant author who created characters loved
by millions of children died 20 years ago this
month, on 21st March 1997, aged 85.
The Rev Wilbert V. Awdry is best known as the
writer of Thomas the Tank Engine and 25 other
railway books, which at the time of his death had
sold an estimated 50 million copies. They have
also given birth to toys, games, videos and a television film series.
He invented the stories initially to tell his son Christopher when he was ill with
measles, and had to be persuaded by his wife Margaret to get them published.
Mr Awdry, who was made an OBE shortly before his death, was a clergyman
who ministered in Hampshire, Wiltshire, Birmingham and Cambridgeshire. He
was also a pacifist who once lost his curacy as a result. He was always interested in railways, having been fascinated as a child in Wiltshire by listening to
steam trains ascending the grade into the nearby Box Tunnel.
The Fat Controller in the stories is sometimes thought to be a God-like figure,
but he was intended as a satire on bureaucracy. For Mr Awdry, the morality
of the stories was clearly Christian, and analogies between the Christian faith
and the ways of the railway were obvious: the engines are meant to stay on
the right track, and they pay the price if they go off the rails. But they are always forgiven, and never scrapped.
Asked how he hoped to be remembered, he said he would like his epitaph to
say that “he helped people see God in the ordinary things of life, and he
made children laugh”.

Adam and Eve’s
true nationality

A Brit, a Frenchman and a Russian were
viewing a painting of Adam and Eve
frolicking in the Garden of Eden. "Look
at that garden they are maintaining so
well," mused the Brit. "They must be
British."
"Nonsense," the Frenchman disagreed.
"They're naked, and so beautiful. Clearly, they are French."
"Ah, but no clothes, no shoes, no shelter," the Russian pointed out, "they have
only an apple to eat, and they're being
told this is paradise. They are Russian."
16

St Andrew’s 100 Club
The winning numbers in February
were 50 (£100) 22 (£25) 20 (£10)
The next draw will be on
Wednesday 1st March
St Andrew’s Coffee Shop
Margaret Harrison (01249 652148)

Man's way leads to a hopeless
end - God's way leads to an endless hope.

Anon

Creative Craft sessions
First Friday in each month
The Carer Support Wiltshire, Creative
Carers group meets at St Peters Church hall every first Friday of
the month from 11.00 am -2.00 pm
Anyone who is an unpaid carer for a family member or friend is
welcome to attend for a relaxing break from their caring duties
and to meet others in a similar situation.
We have a team of enthusiastic amateur volunteers who plan the
craft sessions. We have seen carers advance from being very nervous about crafting to producing super results without help.
Many friendships have developed and these continue at other
times.

Monthly Carers Café
3rd Monday in the month
Carer Support Wiltshire also run a Carers Café at The Angel Hotel
in Chippenham every 3rd Monday (10.30am -12 noon) where carers can chat over delicious cakes and coffee.

Both these events are completely free of charge.
To find out more about these events and the support, help and
advice available for carers visit the Carers Support Wiltshire website at www.carersinwiltshire.co.uk.
If you would like to talk to me about events in Chippenham I am
very happy to do so on 01249 650952
or email: suehollands31@gmail.com
Sue Hollands
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A Letter from Uncle Eustace
On weddings in Spring
The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren,
Just as undertakers rub their hands in glee at the coming of Winter
frosts, so hoteliers with banqueting suites become animated at the first
signs of Spring. We have arrived at the first phase of the marriage season. As the days begin to lengthen and trees start to bud, young men
find it irresistible not to propose to potential brides. Some people wait
to hear the first cuckoo to let them know Spring is on its way; I wait to
hear the first knock on the Rectory door from couples wanting to book
their wedding.
Naturally, my first job is to try to put them off; it would save them a
great deal of money and give me many more free Saturdays. But I always fail, and so the big day is booked. Nowadays, there is such a time
lag between booking a marriage service and it taking place, I sometimes think it would be easier to book the service first and then look for
someone to marry at a later, more convenient, time.
Last year, it was somewhat different with one couple. They were both
in their late eighties (a good time to contemplate a first marriage, in my
opinion) and asked if they could arrange to get married as soon as possible. The usual reason for a hurried marriage seemed unlikely at their
age and so I asked why. Their answer was charming: “At our age, we
might not still be here if the great day is much delayed.”
Of course, booking a marriage is the simplest part of the whole procedure. There are florists to negotiate with - made even more complex
should there be more than one marriage that day. One bride wants all
white, the other red, and so one set of priceless flowers is trundled out
of church by one set of florists while a competitor barrows in the next
confection.
Photographers are inclined to think aisles are racetracks, pews for
standing on and that all church furniture is moveable - generally once
the service has started. I place all photographers in the west gallery before the service and lock them in - apologising for my fit of absentmindedness afterwards.
18

Courses should be offered at theological colleges on placating irate bell
-ringers when the bride is half-an-hour late, cooling down organists
when the happy couple ask to come in to an organ arrangement of a
Led Zepplin number, and re-assuring the choir that the guests meant no
disrespect as they made mobile phone calls in church while the choir
sang Ave Maria, once we had disappeared to sign the registers.
However, nothing will ever calm down a verger who has been left to
sweep up several hundredweights of confetti once everyone else has
gone home. Personally, I find a restorative sherry back at the rectory
works wonders.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
Traditional upholstery done
to raise roof funds.
I use traditional materials - webbing,
hessian, scrim, horse hair and calico. Tacks not staples! I am prepared to supply all except the top
cover fabric.
For charges please contact me.

St. Andrew’s
Coffee Shop
Wednesday Mornings
from 9.30 a.m. in Church

Talk, Friendship, Refreshment

Angela Sammes (654608)

Forthcoming Events
Thursday 2nd March, 2.30 pm
Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church
Rev. Peter Tremelling will lead
‘a Lent Reflection’

Thursday 6th April 2.30 pm
Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church
Eileen Yates will give a talk
‘My visit to Australia and a local
MU branch’
All are welcome to attend.
19

Godly Play Taster Day

For those with little or no experience of Godly Play who would like to
discover more about this creative approach to Christian nurture:
•
Participate in a Godly Play session
•
Experience different types of Godly Play stories
•
Reflect how Godly Play can help nurture your own spirituality

Saturday 8th April
10am – 3pm
St Peter’s Church Chippenham
For more information please contact
Becky.fisher@deanery.org.uk

BATHROOM & EN-SUITE INSTALLATIONS - SHOWERS & TILING
WATER SOFTENERS & SCALE INHIBITORS
For a local and reliable service call:
OFFICE 01249 661475
MOBILE 07810 717235
EMAIL enquiries@abcplumbing.info

20

WEBSITE www.abcplumbing.info

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY NOTICE BOARD

Fair Trade Fortnight coming up!
The first two weeks of March - or to be precise 27th February to 12th
March - are when the UK will be celebrating Fairtrade Fortnight this
year. The aim for 2017 is to shine a light on the way farmers around
the world struggle to feed themselves and their families.
Here at St Andrew’s we will be marking
this annual event in a number of ways. We
shall be focusing on the work of Traidcraft
during our All Age service on Sunday 5th
March, after which there will be the chance
to purchase items from our church Traidcraft stall - or to order items from the new
spring Traidcraft catalogue. We shall, in
addition, be hosting
a coffee morning at the Coffee Shop on
Wednesday 8th March (9:30am – 12:00) with
a special focus on fair trade. As ever there
will be Fairtrade tea and coffee available plus
delicious cakes and biscuits including some
Fairtrade ingredients. There will be an enhanced Traidcraft stall including Fairtrade Easter eggs, Traidcraft
Clean and Fair products (for spring cleaning) and some beautiful
Mothers’ Day gift ideas. There will also be an opportunity to take
part in a few simple competitions with the aim of raising funds for
Traidcraft’s Let It Grow campaign: these funds will enable Traidcraft
to work with marginalised communities, helping people to feed their
families, keep their children in school and access healthcare.
An extra local event which you may be interested in attending (if you
happen to be reading this before the registration date of 1st March) is
the visit of a Fairtrade producer to Cornerstone Cafe, Lacock on 11th
March. Patrick Kabeira Muthaura from the Michimikuru Tea Company, Kenya will be giving his perspective on the difference fair
trade makes around the world. If you wish to attend then please email
Rachael McHenry by 1st March at Rachael_mchenry@yahoo.co.uk
Wishing you all a fair and happy March!
God bless!
Debbie Warren
21

God in the Arts: Samson’s tragedy

‘Eyeless in Gaza at the mill with slaves’: that is how John Milton expresses the tragedy of Samson’s life in his poem ‘Samson Agonistes.’
There is an irony in his blindness and powerlessness, for Samson
means ‘sunshine.’ As we read the story in Judges 13-17, he was called
to be God’s agent in bringing the dawn of a new day to the Israelites
and freedom from the Philistines. But he breaks his vows as a Nazirite,
and leads a life of sex and violence: the stuff of film and opera, of art
and poetry.
Then he falls in love with Delilah, who uses her feminine wiles and intelligence to find out the secret of his strength. That moment is depicted
in this painting of 1537 by the German artist, Lucas Cranach the
Younger. We see Samson clad in armour, but barefoot – a sign of vulnerability for Delilah is ready to cut off his hair and so deprive him of
his power, symbolised by the jawbone of an earlier victory. The Philistines wait in the background, ready to capture him, while the partridges
and fruitful trees are signs of temptation. The artist is telling us how
easy it is to turn away from God’s purpose, and the sleeping Samson is
once again oblivious to that calling.
The book of Judges tells us how the tragedy unfolds: the Philistines imprison him and set him to grind corn. Called to bring light to Israel,
Samson has been blinded. The world is a dark place for him, but then at
the Philistines’ festival celebrations he remembers his God. With renewed strength he brings down the temple and the people within it.
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That is why we find Samson’s name in the list of heroes of faith in Hebrews 11. It is a reminder that we can all only too easily make a mess
of life and God’s calling, but God can still use us and work through us
to bring new life and hope.

BOOK CORNER
40 Days with the Celtic
Saints - devotional readings
for a time of preparation
By David Cole, BRF, £7.99
The life stories of the Celtic saints are inspirational. They demonstrate great and unassuming
faith, often in the face of insurmountable difficulties. In ‘40 Days with the Celtic Saints’ David
Cole draws us to relate our own life journey and
developing relationship with God into the life
story of the Celtic saint of the day. A corresponding biblical text and blessing encourages and motivates us to transform
our lives for today's world in the light of such historic faith.
The 40 Saints include Aidan, Bede, Cadfan, David, Finbarr,
Gildas, Herbert, Illtyd, John Scotus Eriugena, Kentigern, Melangell,
Ninian, Oswald, Patrick, Samson, Teilo and Wilfrid.

The Axe and the Tree - How bloody persecution sowed the seeds of new life in Zimbabwe
By Stephen Griffiths, LionHudson, £9.99
This is a powerful account of British missionaries,
Peter and Brenda Griffiths, who played a critical
role in the development of the Elim church in the
aftermath of the Vumba massacre. Peter and Brenda Griffiths, Stephen's parents, and their team had
set up a superb secondary school, only for guerrillas to slaughter almost all the staff. After their funerals, Peter maintained that forgiveness for the
attackers was the Christian thing to do. This is an inspiring story of Peter and Brenda’s courage, sacrifice, and faithfulness in God, who despite the atrocities, continues to build His church in Zimbabwe.
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AMMERDOWN LIVING THEOLOGY
7th—9th JULY 2017
Once again I am delighted to write to
you about Living Theology at Ammerdown. In 2017 our theme will be “I
was a stranger…” (Matthew 25:
43)”. For Christians today this is a very
challenging text, focussing our minds
and hearts on the issue of immigration
and its wider implications not only here
in the UK because of Brexit, but worldwide.
Nicholas King SJ “Their story is our story”. Again and
again in the Bible we are invited to treat those on the margins as our brothers and sisters, to recognize them as children of the God who created them. Sometimes this is
deeply subversive, (as in the story of the Good Samaritan)
and often deeply uncomfortable. But it is also profoundly
liberating to hear another’s story, and to realise that it is
also our story.
Michael Barnes SJ “The advent of the stranger is a familiar theme in all cultures and civilizations, from the Old Testament and the Vedic scriptures to the novels of Thomas
Hardy and the plays of Harold Pinter. The inner cohesion
of a close-knit community comes under threat from the
guest who may turn out to be an enemy. Is there anything
to be learned from the great world religions that will teach
us how to overcome fear?”
As you can see from the dates, Ammerdown 2017 is a little shorter,
enabling us us to reduce the price of the weekend. ( £210 residential
£100 non-residential). Each lecturer will give three lectures on his topic, and in addition will make up the panel of a Brains Trust (in place of
the plenary) where we hope you will feel free to ask your burning questions, and to take part in some lively discussions!

Full details & to book: http://www.jesuit.org.uk/living-theology
-ammerdown-2017
Julia Brotherton
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St Nicholas’
ChurchTytherton Lucas
Service Times at St Nicholas’
Care of the Church*
5th

Mar 10.00 am

Morning Service

Rev. Peter Tremelling

12

th

Mar

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Rev. Jim Scott

19

th

Mar

10.00 am

Matins

Rev. Derek Copeland

26th Mar

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Rev. Rod Key

Mothering Sunday

* Everybody together to springclean the Church for Easter. Sheila will place a
paper in the Church with more detail.

Lost in translation
When it’s English, but not as we know it…
Measles not included in room charge. (Korean hotel in Seoul)
Please do not use the lift when it is not working. (Qatar hotel welcome
notes)
Please leave your values at the front desk. (French hotel in Paris)
Toes with butter and jam. (Indonesian hotel menu in Bali)
Waiting will be prosecuted. (Street sign in Japan)
No trespassing without permission. (Private school in Nairobi, Kenya)
Caution: Water on road during rain. (Road sign in Malaysia)
The manager has personally passed all the water served here.
(Restaurant in Acapulco, Mexico)
Not to be removed from Crewe Station. (Luggage trolley at Singapore
airport)
Please hang yourself here. (German hotel cloakroom)
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Who’s Who
Parish Priest

Lay Minister:
Lay Minister:
Churchwarden:

Rod Key
St Andrew’s Vicarage
54a St Mary’s Street, SN15 3JW
keychippenham@gmail.com
Eryl Spencer
Margaret Gubbins
Brian Elliott

652788

651565
248757
463230

Organist & Music Leader: Paul Fortune
paul@pfortune.fsnet.co.uk

652643

Church Administrator:

Daphne Jefferies
daphnejefferies657@btinternet.com

659820

Head Server:

Michael Sammes

654608

Sacristan:
at St Nicholas’

John Le Grange
Elizabeth Sexton

249256
660235

PCC Secretary:

Becky Harding
harding_rebecca@sky.com
Sheila Laurence

656440

PCC Treasurer:

Chris Norris
chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk

444541

Assistant Treasurer:

Norman Fox

661236

at St Nicholas’
Weekly Notice Sheet:

Mike Holtham
740657
Ros Harford
812190
Items to be with Ros by Wednesday evening

Care Group Co-ordinator:
Gift Aid Officer:
Giving Officer
Data Protection Officer:
Electoral Roll Officer:
Health & Safety Officer:

Eryl Spencer
Wendy Reeves
Ros Harford
Graham Gee
Ros Harford
George Silk

Sunday Club:

Liz Bennett

652856

George Silk
Dorryta Hayward
Dick Spencer

462249
653322
651565

at St Nicholas’

740687

651565
650622
812190
07882 705237
812190
462249

PCC Sub-Committees
Fabric Committee:
Social Events:
Social Responsibility:
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Youth and Children:
Bell-ringers:
Prayer Circle:
Mothers’ Union:

Eryl Spencer
Bob Mustow
Eryl Spencer
Margaret Gubbins

651565
443019
651565
248757

Friends of St Andrew’s:
100 club:

Eileen Yates
Margaret Harrison

443952
652148

Traidcraft:

Debbie Warren
debbie@cdjm.co.uk
Flower Arrangers:
Dorryta Hayward
653322
Church Watch:
Beryl Fox
653394
A rota of volunteers who keep the Church open and welcome visitors
Coffee Shop
Co-ordinator:
Magazine Editor:
Magazine Distribution:
Web Master

Liz Fox

661236

Jenny Norris
magazine@standrewschippenham.org.uk
Sue Haslop
Adam Lloyd
adamlloyd@standrewschippenham.org.uk

444541
323765

REGULAR EVENTS (contacts above)

Sunday Club
Teaching/activities for Primary School children in the Hall, Sundays 9.50 am
Choir Practice
Friday, 7.30 pm
Bell ringing
Practice night: Wednesday evenings in the Tower
Mothers’ Union
First Thursday in month, 2.30 pm in St. Andrew’s Lady Chapel
Coffee Shop
Wednesdays 9.30 am—12.00 noon in St Andrew’s Church
Christian Meditation
Group
Thursdays 7.30 pm at 2 Baydon’s Lane
Contact Michael Sammes
654608

The Church Office
Market Place, SN15 3HT
Tel: (01249) 655947
with out of hours answering machine
For general enquiries e-mail:
office@standrewschippenham.org.uk

Mondays, 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.
to make arrangements for
Baptisms, Marriage, reading of
Banns, etc.
office@standrewschippenham.org.uk
Tuesdays, 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.
to book the Hall and church
(for concerts and events etc.)
contact@standrewschippenham.org.uk
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Church Services
at St Andrew’s Parish Church
Sundays
8.00 am

Holy Eucharist

10.00 am

1st Sunday A Service for All ( followed by
a shortened Eucharist in the chancel at 11.15)
2nd Sunday Parish Eucharist
3rd Sunday All Age Eucharist
4th & 5th Sundays Parish Eucharist
(Sunday Club - see Andy’s & Nic’s page)

4.00 pm

Andys@4 (A Service for All the Family,
followed by refreshments - 2nd Sunday)

6.30 pm

Sung Evensong, Ministry of Healing and Celtic
Service
(3rd Sunday of the month, in 3 month rotation see Diary page)

Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday
8.30 am

Morning Prayer

Wednesday
8.00 am

Morning Prayer

Thursday
8.30 am

Holy Eucharist

at St Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas
Sundays
8.30 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
3.00 pm
6.30 pm

Holy Communion (2nd & 4th Sundays)
Morning Service (1st Sundays)
Matins (3rd Sundays)
Evensong (5th Sunday – Winter months)
Evensong (5th Sunday – Summer months)
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